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History of the
Farmington Hills Historic District

When increasing urbanization threatened to obliterate all remains of past
generations in what had been (1827-1973) Farmington Township, and which, became
in 1973, the City of Farmington Hills, quick action was taken by the Farmington Hills
Historical Commission to preserve the remaining vestiges of the past.
An extended historical and architectural survey of the community was made in
1979 by an Ad Hoc Historic District Committee. They researched the history of the
properties and drafted the ordinance, which 18 months later established the Historic
District.
The Ad Hoc Committee found that –besides the Historic District in the City of
Farmington, which had been formed several years before, the Old Township area, now
the City of Farmington Hills had much of which it could well be proud and which was
indeed worthy of preservation. Indeed there were
Greek Revival buildings…
Pre-Civil War buildings…
Michigan farmhouses, constructed between 1860 and 1900…
Designs by noted Michigan architect Marcus Burrowes…
Pioneer cemeteries, dating to 1824…
A “station” on the Underground Railroad…
An early coaching inn built in 1835…
An early nineteenth century schoolhouse…

That all these architectural gems attesting to our heritage still exist today is an
affirmation of the riches of our beginnings in Farmington Hills: riches of heritage and
tradition that form a nucleus for the Farmington Hills Historic District.
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Here, into a Michigan wilderness (still for 13 years to be a Territory) came
those first settlers who cleared the land, built their homes, and carved for themselves a
new and better life with a wider opportunity than they had known “Back East”.
This community was fashioned by the hard work of settlers whose homes still
stand: the Boorn-Halsted House on Halsted Road and the Drake House on Drake
Road. It is important for our children and those who come after them to be able to see
and grow up among the visual evidences of our early settlers, their hard work and
noble aims. Farmington Hills was no gerry-built suburb carved from yesterday’s
cornfields, but the culmination of generations of lives devoted to hard work and high
ideals.
Settled by pioneers from New England and New York who came to Michigan
in great numbers following the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825, Farmington Hills
today has homes from the first 30 years of that settlement, including a number of
Greek Revival buildings.
A classical form of architecture which appeared in America before the Civil
War, Greek Revival attests to taste -- and often, some money. That the farm families
who formed Farmington’s nucleus 1824-1855 built homes such as these -- many of
them circa 1840 -- is a tribute to their sensitivity and perception. In all Detroit, only
one Greek Revival is left today. Franklin has a few, Birmingham even less. The City
of Farmington has five. Here in Farmington Hills, we have more than eighteen. We
also have a wealth of Michigan farmhouses (basically an L-shaped structure -- a main
section plus a wing) and Victorian architecture, too.
Farmington Hills was the home of two of Michigan’s eminent architects,
Marcus Burrowes, who left his aesthetic touch on homes of English styling from
Grosse Pointe to Dearborn. Burrowes designed and built the Old Redford Village
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Hall, now an historic building in Detroit, former home of a library; the entrance to
Grand Lawn Cemetery; the Michigan Methodist Children’s Home on Six Mile Road;
Boys Town at Adrian, among dozens of others. In our Historic District we have:
Marcus Burrowes’ own home on Locust Drive (a private road)
The Goodenough home addition
“Biddestone”, the Moseman House, a Cotswold cottage
The Spicer House, also by Burrowes, is in Heritage Park
There are several properties designed by Emily Butterfield, the first woman
architect licensed to practice in Michigan. Her designs are unique and
sensitive.

An unusual feature of the District is that unlike Franklin -- or Marshall -- or Monroe -where all the older homes are built nearby and the Districts are compact, in
Farmington Hills we have a non-contiguous District. The area was a community of
farmers, and later a choice spot for “estate” homes; hence our older homes were once
the core of 60 or 160 acre farms or estates, and today are scattered throughout the
community -- north, east, south, and west. (Please consult Historic District Map for
locations.)
Following the work of the Ad Hoc Historic District Committee, the City
Council adopted in January, 1981 the Historic District Ordinance, known as Ordinance
C-1-81, which set forth the terms and protections of the District. In 1983 this Historic
District Ordinance was incorporated into the City Code intact where, with several
additions, it has become Chapter 15, Articles I and II.
The protection for these properties through the Farmington Hills Historic
District Ordinance rests on Michigan P.A. 169 of 1970, as well as amendments of
September, 1986. Certificates of Appropriateness are issued to property owners within
the District, should change in the structures be necessary or desired. Appeal from
these decisions is through an Oakland County Circuit Court.
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Today the District includes two National Register properties, the Botsford Inn
and the Royal Aldrich House. Some properties are listed on the Michigan State
Registry. In 1991 the District became a State Certified Local Government under the
Michigan Department of State, with certain oversight responsibilities beyond that of a
local district.
Farmington Hills can well be proud of its actions to preserve and secure for
future generations these sites and buildings which bring the valued echoes of the past
into this burgeoning, modern City of the twenty-first century.
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PURPOSE OF THE DISTRICT

“…… it is declared to be a public necessity to safeguard the heritage
of Farmington Hills, by preserving districts in the city which reflect
elements of the cultural, social, economic, political or architectural
history; to stabilize and improve property values in and adjacent to
such districts; to promote civic beautification of structures and lands
within the historic districts for historic and cultural preservation, to
strengthen the local economy, to promote the use of historic districts
and local history for the education, pleasures and welfare of the
citizens of the city, state and nation.”
--- Article II, Section 15.26
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Farmington Hills Historic District
Numbering System

1-200

Greek Revival Buildings
(before 1860)

201-300

Other early Pre-Civil War Era Buildings

301-500

Michigan Farmhouses
(1860-1900)

501-602

Other Buildings (Post 1900)

900-920

Pioneer Cemeteries

9

HISTORIC DISTRICT MAP
(TO BE INCLUDED)
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Site No. 1
ROYAL ALDRICH HOUSE
31110 Eleven Mile Road

This outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture was built
approximately 1842 by Royal Aldrich for his second wife, Jenett.
The land was taken out from the government by Royal’s father Esek. The
Aldrich family was pioneer Farmington farmers.
In 1879 the property was sold to German farmer Frederick Bade; his family
and descendents owned the land until 1953.
This house has original clapboard siding containing square headed nails, thick
walnut beams and a Michigan stone basement.
Extensive restoration has been done to make the house as close to its 1840
condition as possible.
This Greek Revival House is on the Michigan State Registry of Historical
Places and the National Register of Historic Places.
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Site No. 2
JOHN GARFIELD HOUSE
35810 Thirteen Mile Road

This Greek Revival house with a Federalist influence was probably constructed
between 1831 and 1838 by John Garfield. The outer portion has hand-hewn beams
and the inner basic beams are logs with bark still on them.
The house experienced extensive remodeling and modification over the years
but has been restored to its original Federal-Greek Revival appearance.
The property at one time contained an orchard and a dairy farm. The barn,
which has been remodeled into a home, is on neighboring property. A carriage house,
to the east of the home, was moved here from its original location near the Botsford
Inn.
The John Garfield House is on the Michigan State Registry of Historical
Places.
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Site No. 3
LEMUEL BOTSFORD HOUSE
24414 Farmington Road

Lemuel Botsford was a Connecticut farmer who came to Michigan in 1836.
He moved to Farmington soon after; attracted by the Quaker community. The current
house replaced a smaller structure that was on this property in 1837.
Lucy and Lemuel had ten children, a number of whom were prominent in the
Farmington community. Rhonda Botsford married P.D. Warner. Milton Botsford
became proprietor of the Botsford Inn. Orville was known for the fine horses he
raised.
The Greek Revival house was located on a hill called Botsford Hill
overlooking the Village of Farmington. Subsequent owners included John Pettibone
of the pioneer Pettibone family.
The 1837 house has had numerous additions including a bedroom wing added
in the 1930’s by Ralph Finneron, a Ford Motor Company executive.
This fine Greek Revival house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of
Historical Places.
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Site No. 4
THE PHILBRICK TAVERN
26007 Power Road

Nathan Philbrick sold his tavern on Grand River and built this structure at the
intersection of what was, in 1827, Orchard Lake Trail and the Lansing Post Roads.
During its day the tavern that Nathan and Asenath Philbrick ran was known for
its excellence in food. Nathan Philbrick was the Justice of the Peace in 1824, 1838
and 1840. The original tavern had a taproom, small sleeping rooms, and a second
floor ballroom. The two-story home is of wood peg construction. It has a basement,
attic and many hand-hewn beams. The foundation is made of stone.
During the pre-civil war days, George Fisher Chamberlin and his brother,
Charles Chamberlin, farmed the land and lived in the tavern now converted to a
farmhouse. It was reported then that the old tavern was a stop on the Underground
Railroad, which whisked slaves away to freedom in Canada.
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Site No. 4 – continued

At considerable risk to their families and their finances people helped
escaping slaves by providing them with lodging and some transportation. This
network was known as the Underground Railroad and Farmington was one of the
stops.
This house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 5
STEPHEN YERKES RODGERS HOUSE
39040 Nine Mile Road

A transitional Federalist and Greek Revival style highlights this 1834
farmhouse with twelve-pane windows, corner pilasters and a paneled front door with
sidelights and frets. The house built by Stephen Yerkes Rodgers, of the pioneer
Yerkes family from Romulus, New York is noted on early Oakland County maps
(1872, 1896, and 1908).
In spite of financial setbacks, members of the Yerkes family have managed to
continue ownership of the house for over 150 years. Included in the list of owners is
Maria Antoinette (Nettie) Yerkes, daughter of Great Lakes Sea Captain Solomon
Gardner, who married Lyman Yerkes, grandson of Stephen Yerkes Rodgers. They
lived in the house at the turn of the nineteenth century.
In 1908 Harmon Yerkes, a first cousin to Lyman Yerkes and Charles Rodgers,
and his family began their ownership of the house and farm. The farmland was sold
by Harmon’s daughter, Alice Yerkes Barber. Robert Joseph Barber, grandson of
Harmon Yerkes, bought the house and his family continues their residence at the
historic homestead.
The house is listed in the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 6
THERON MURRAY HOUSE
30943 Halsted Road

Built between 1833 and 1837 by Theron and Rebecca Murray, this Greek
Revival house changed hands many times before Horace Green purchased it in 1863.
The house, like the barn, features hand-hewn framing construction, pegged
together; some of the original woodwork is still visible. The little pond on the
property is part of the legendary Minnow Pond.
When the Murrays, who were part of the prominent pioneer Welfare family of
Commerce Township, left the Farmington property after four years, they farmed in
West Bloomfield.
Horace Green purchased the house in 1863. Horace was the grandson of Levi
Green, a Revolutionary War veteran who is buried in North Farmington Cemetery
with his wife, Asenath. Horace Green’s parents were Zephaniah Ripley Green and
his wife Zerilla Gould Green. The Zephaniah Greens came to West Bloomfield in
1832. Horace Green’s wife was Mary Eliza Seeley. They farmed the property from
1863 to 1911.
This house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 7
DAVID SIMMONS HOUSE
22000 Haggerty Road

Built in 1843 by David Simmons, a relative of the pioneer Simmons family of
Livonia, this Greek Revival house has a stone foundation, hand-hewn timbers and
pegged construction.
An addition was made to the house by incorporating the carriage house as the
south wing.
This house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 8
CLARENCEVILLE BLACKSMITH HOUSE
21024 Ontaga

Built as a home on Heise Street in Clarenceville around 1840, this house was
the home of William Heise, a blacksmith.
The house was owned next by another blacksmith, Otis Jensen.
The house has been moved twice, once to a little strip of land in the middle of
Grand River Avenue when the street was first widened in the 1930’s, and next to its
location on Ontaga Street in 1946 when Grand River was widened once more.
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Site No. 9
UNIVERSALIST UNITARIAN CHURCH
25301 Halsted Road

The Greek Revival church building has been used for continuous church
services since it was dedicated August 28, 1853. In 1967 it was moved from Piety
Hill on Shiawassee Road in Farmington to its current site in Farmington Hills, which
had been a centennial farm.
Sergius P. Lyon, Farmington’s pioneer settler and man of many talents, was
one of the founders.
Outstanding detail on the building includes the twenty-pane windows in front.
Many anti-slavery meetings were held in this building.
This fine example of Greek Revival architecture is listed on the Michigan State
Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 10
SILAS GREEN HOUSE
28001 Ten Mile Road

The basement in one section of this house is of Michigan stone; beams are tree
trunks with the bark still on them. Another section of the basement shows split stone
as the foundation.
There is an enclosed staircase in the center of the house. The upstairs, in one
section may have been unfinished rooms under the dormers used as separate
bedrooms, for the boys and girls, common in the ca. 1840 houses.
It was probably built by Silas Green, improved by his son, George, and once
again by Orvil Stringer. The house had additions in 1864 and in the 1880’s.
Ernest Langbecker, who owned the house in the 1890’s, had a dairy farm on
the adjoining land.
This house has been listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 11
EBER DURHAM HOUSE
35835 Thirteen Mile Road

This Greek Revival farmhouse was built by Stephen Jennings, one of the early
owners of the Sixteen Mile House (the Botsford Inn). It was said to be a wedding gift
to the Jennings’ daughter, Jane, when she married Eber Durham in 1845.
After Henry Ford purchased the Botsford Inn in 1924, the house was
extensively renovated and used as a home for the managers, Mr. and Mrs. William
Shaw. The house was on part of the Botsford Inn property west of the Inn, and faced
Grand River.
The house is built on heavy log beams and has an enclosed stairway to the
second floor. It has been moved twice, once after 1924 when Grand River was
widened, and again in 1983.
The house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 12
STEPHEN JENNINGS HOUSE
26337 Drake Road

Ca. 1841 Greek Revival home built by Stephen Jennings, one of the early
owners of the Sixteen Mile House (the Botsford Inn). The house is built on a log
frame and has an enclosed staircase.
The house was adjacent to the Sixteen Mile House. The Jennings family made
their home in this house. Sally Jennings lived in this house after her husband’s death
when the Inn was sold.
After Milton Botsford purchased the Inn in 1860, Lovinia Botsford raised her
children and some of her grandchildren in this house.
In 1924 the Botsford Inn became the property of Henry Ford, who allowed
some of his employees to live in the house.
John Anhut, a Botsford innkeeper, moved the house in 1973 when he sold off
part of the property. In 1983 the house was moved to its present location on Drake
Road where extensive renovation was done.
This Greek Revival gem is listed in the Michigan State Registry of Historical
Places.
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Site No. 13

JOHN DALLAS HARGER HOUSE
36500 Twelve Mile Road

The John Dallas Harger house is an unusually fine example of Greek Revival
architecture. It is notable in particular, for its Michigan cut-stone construction.
The front or west side made of stone was constructed in 1837, while the back
portion is wood frame. Additional improvements were made to the farm property in
1855-56.
John D. Harger came to Oakland County from Niagara New York, in 1834.
He was living on this farm in Farmington by 1835. The farm went to his son, Oscar in
1881. Oscar S. Harger was supervisor of Farmington Township in 1871. The
property stayed in the family until 1952.
It was moved from an original site at 28450 Halsted Road to Twelve Mile
Road in 1994, where it has been restored.

24

Site No. 14
CORNELIUS DAVIS HOUSE
30605 Inkster Road

Pioneer farmer Cornelius Davis built his Greek Revival house around 1845 on
land he had owned for about ten years in the area of Farmington known as the English
Settlement, along Thirteen Mile Road between Inkster and Middlebelt roads.
The house went next to his son, John, who was a cooper as well as a farmer.
While Cornelius and his wife, Elizabeth, built a house on Davis Lane, John and his
wife, Mary, improved their house in 1861. (The family continued living in the house
from 1853 but did not get formal title until 1867.)
When John died his land went to his children. William, who inherited the
house, moved to the Southfield burg where he was a proprietor of the Mill. The house
and land became the property of the Gravlin’s who owned it for three generations.
The house was moved in 1986.
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Site No. 15
BOTSFORD INN
28000 Grand River Avenue

Built in 1836 by Allen Weston, this Inn was used as a hotel and tavern. It was
significant as the Sixteen Mile House when owned and run by Stephen Jennings on the
Detroit to Howell Plank Road. Milton Botsford purchased the Inn in 1860 and gave it
his name.
In 1924 Henry Ford became owner of the Inn and did extensive restoration.
He also moved the Inn back to make room for the widening of Grand River Avenue.
This Inn is listed in the National Registry of Historic Places and Michigan
State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 16

MARK ARNOLD HOUSE
26490 Drake Road

This Greek Revival House was built by Mark Arnold ca. 1837 on a site near
the Steele Grist Mill in Sleepy Hollow. The house is a hybrid of balloon/timber frame
construction. It sits on its original foundation and it still retains the original stone
well.
Mark Arnold ran a sawmill and cooper’s shop with his partners, Warren
Serviss and Pheroras Perrin from 1837 to 1849. During the 1850’s Mark Arnold
moved to the Village of Farmington, where he practiced law and became Justice of the
Peace.
The house was sold and soon incorporated into the grist mill property.
Various people associated with the mill in Sleepy or Pernambuco Hollow lived
in the house. They included the Hardenburghs and Wadenstorers, Henry Wadenstorer
being the last of the Steele Grist Mill millers.
1941 additions include the garage and chimney. Both were built by local
mason Stanley Gates.
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Site No. 17
ORVILLE BOTSFORD (LONE RANGER) HOUSE
24105 Locust Drive

Built in 1860 by Orville Botsford of the pioneer Farmington Botsford family,
this house has Greek Revival features.
The building is over a three-part basement: a Michigan cellar with cut stone
walls on the east-end of the house, a log crawl space foundation is in the center and a
cement block basement c. 1930 is on the west-end of the building.
Orville Botsford was 39 when he built this home on one of his properties.
There he was a dairy farmer and raised horses. He had been in the business as the
Botsfords were involved in community activities and businesses.
Orville had two wives; Mary Ann Eddy, his eighteen year old bride, who died
shortly after the birth of their son in 1845 and Sophia Gage, with whom he had three
children after they were married in 1849.
Earl Graser, the original radio Lone Ranger, lived in the house in the 1930’s
and did extensive remodeling. He was killed in an automobile accident in 1941 and
Bruce Beemer replaced him on the radio, in the role of the Lone Ranger.
This house is near the border of the City of Farmington yet is very countrylike on its one and one-quarter acres. The house is in Farmington Hills and the front
yard is in Farmington. Ancient locust trees still exist on the property.
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Site No. 18

PALMER SHERMAN HOUSE
24725 Farmington Road

Built by Palmer Sherman c. 1858. Purchased with “no buildings on the land”
he developed it into a prosperous farm: raising seed for the Ferry Morse Seed
Company along with dairy farming.
He and his wife, Loretta, had a family of nine children. In 1867 he built a
brick house next to his small Greek Revival home. When the farm was sold to Luman
Goodenough, a Detroit attorney, the small Greek Revival house was moved to its
present site (c. 1918) and the brick house was enlarged.
The house was used for servants’ quarters by Goodenough and later housed the
farmers who worked the Spicer farm from about 1940 to 1960. The little house
became part of a service area for the Spicer farm and an addition was put on the east
side of the building.
At some time when Palmer Sherman owned the house, he helped shelter
escaped slaves as part of the Underground Railroad. The fugitives were probably in
the Sherman barns rather than the crowded house. The barns were destroyed by the
Goodenoughs, who replaced them with gardens.
It is now part of the service area of Heritage Park.
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Site No. 19

ALONZO SPRAGUE HOUSE
35704 Nine Mile Road

The house was built in 1847 by Alonzo Sprague on 46½ acres he purchased
from his father Caleb Sprague. Caleb and Lydia Sprague’s farm was originally 190
acres and Alonzo was their oldest son. Alonzo and his wife Miranda eventually had
nine children and moved to a larger farm.
The Greek Revival house has a basement of Michigan stone and an enclosed
stairway to the second floor. Hand-hewn beams are visible in the basement. An
addition to the house was built in the 1930’s including a new kitchen on the first floor
and a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor.
There is a garage built in the 1950’s and a tool shed that was once an outhouse.
The porch has bungalow style construction. The property has many large trees.
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Site No. 201

THE MILLER’S COTTAGE OF SLEEPY HOLLOW
26570 Drake Road

The home is for the early millers who ran the Steele Grist Mill, which opened
for business in 1827. It was the first grist mill in Farmington Township and the only
one in the southwestern part of Oakland County.
The mill was originally owned by Edward and Harman Steele and Howland
Mason. Howland Mason did most of the mill work and probably built the cottage.
When John T. Little purchased the mill he renamed the hollow Pernambuco
after a town in Brazil. A whole little village with a cooper’ shop, soap factory and
store grew up around the mill.
Later Peter Hardenburg purchased the mill. Flour from the Hardenburg mill of
Pernambuco Hollow was sold in many Michigan communities. The mill was torn
down in 1936, but the house still reminds Farmingtonians of a town that once existed
in old Farmington Township.
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Site No. 201- continued

In 1988 the house, which originally stood on the north bank of the stream (a
tributary of the Rouge), was moved by the City of Farmington Hills south of the
stream to allow paving of Drake Road and easing of the curve in the road.
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Site No. 202

BOORN-HALSTED HOUSE
28325 Halsted Road

Built around 1830 by James Boorn and his wife, Olive Pettibone Boorn, this
farm remained in the family for three generations. James Boorn took out forty acres on
the west side of today’s Halsted Road and forty acres on the east side. He was a
cobbler, ran a slaughter house, and the farm. The Boorns’ daughter, Hannah, married
William Halsted.
William and Hannah’s son, Harvey Halsted started growing fruit on the farm
after the Civil War. When his children, Charles and James Halsted, farmed the
property, they specialized in Steel Red Apples.
The house has been extensively remodeled. There is a Michigan stone wall
along Halsted Road.
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Site No. 203

THE PARSONAGE
32100 Nine Mile Road

This clapboard house was built ca. 1845 along the Grand River Military Road.
It features a timber frame (with pegs) over a Michigan basement. The house rests on
log beams with the bark still on them.
In 1893 the Lutheran Society of Clarenceville and the Johnston Society of
Farmington cooperated to purchase the house for use as a parsonage for the minister
which they were to share. He would conduct services one week in Clarenceville and
the next in Farmington. Classes were held in the house with children from both
church groups.
In 1902, the year that the Salem Evangelical Church in Farmington was built,
the property was sold.
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Site No. 204
ERI PRINCE HOUSE
36671 Howard Road

Caroline Prince took out 80 acres of land in Farmington for $100 in 1827. Her
husband, the Rev. Eri Prince, was a traveling missionary for the American Home
Missionary Society, which brought religion to the unsettled Michigan frontier.
In 1825 a church was organized in Farmington and in 1827 Eri Prince became
the minister. Rev. Prince organized churches in Southfield, Walled Lake,
Birmingham, Northville, Plymouth, and South Lyon. He was Farmington Township
Supervisor from 1842-44. Eri Prince was also interested in waterpower and he built a
sawmill on the property.
This Michigan farmhouse c. 1835 rests on its original foundation. The west
half was built ca. 1870 and the rear shed addition ca.1950, when indoor plumbing was
first installed.
Toward the end of the 1800’s the sawmill was converted to a cider mill.
Remnants of the earthen dam at the millpond still exist.
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Site No. 205

ELLIOTT SPRAGUE HOUSE
(ORCHARD LANE FARM)
26445 Drake Road

Built ca. 1840 as a store in Sleepy Hollow; during the 1880’s the house was
moved to the top of Drake Road hill and served as the farmhouse home on the Elliot
Sprague farm. It was known for many years as the Orchard Lane Farm.
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Site No. 206

DRAKE HOUSE
28804 Drake Road

This homestead is for Theodore Francis Drake II and his wife, Emma, who
raised eight children on the family acres.
The house was originally built ca. 1830 by a member of the Wixom family.
Hand-hewn beams are visible in the basement.
The Drake brothers, William and Theodore, purchased the property in 1867.
They farmed the acres, with the help of their sister, Esther, who kept the house.
William and Esther left and the farm went to Theodore who named Drake
Road when the Edison line came through the Township in the early 1900’s.
Extensive remodeling was done to the house in 1938 giving it a historic
Federalist and Greek Revival style.
There is an early barn on the property.
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Site No. 207

NEHEMIAH HOYT HOUSE
36668 Howard Road

Built ca.. 1851 as the residence of Nehemiah Hoyt, who was one of the early
millers at the grist mill in Pernambuco or Sleepy Hollow.
This is a clapboard Michigan farmhouse over a stone foundation. It has a root
cellar and narrow interior stairway. Some of the original windows are in the front of
the house.
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Site No. 210

DENNIS CONROY HOUSE
24770 Power Road

Built around 1850 for Dennis and Eleanore Conroy, they raised their large and
interesting family in this house; Eleanore Conroy was reported to be of “Irish
Royalty”.
This typical Michigan farmhouse has been extensively remodeled. The
Conroy’s were known for their geniality.
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Site No. 211

JOHN COX HOUSE
36218 Thirteen Mile Road

One of the two ca. 1830 houses on the farm of John Cox when he died in 1859.
This house was probably the first built.
The interior has log construction over a Michigan cellar, an interior enclosed
staircase and random planking with square nails on the second floor.
There is a root cellar behind the barn with peg construction and timber frame
with peg construction.
Five locust trees over two hundred years old are along the road.
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Site No. 212

ADDIS EMMETT GREEN HOUSE
38201 Fourteen Mile Road

Built between 1854 and 1856 by Addis Emmett Green on land purchased for
him by his father, Zephaniah Green, in 1853. Zephaniah and Zerilla Green, Addis
Emmett’s parents, were pioneer settlers of West Bloomfield; the family farm was
across Fourteen Mile Road from the house Addis Emmett Green built.
Levi Green, Revolutionary War Veteran, came west with his son and daughterin-law, Zephaniah and Zerilla. He and his wife are buried in the North Farmington
Cemetery.
Addis Emmett Green traveled to California after he was educated but returned
to marry Adaline Smith of Novi. They settled in this house that he built for his bride.
The house has been in the Green family for six generations. It was probably was
originally a “Michigan Farmhouse” style with two enclosed staircases. The basic
lumber is sawn. Extensive changes have been made to the house, including a second
wing added as well as Gothic trim.
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Site No. 301

LAWRENCE SIMMONS HOUSE
33742 Twelve Mile Road

This outstanding example of Gothic Revival architecture was built of split
Michigan stone in 1861.
Lawrence Simmons was one of the three sons of Joshua Simmons III, a pioneer
settler of Livonia. Joshua Simmons purchased the land and built homes for each of his
three sons.
This house was built by Sergius P. Lyon, a “gifted” Farmington craftsman.
Lyon had many talents, including carpentry and stove manufacturing. As a carpenter
he constructed caskets, and thus became Farmington’s first undertaker. He was also a
founder of Farmington’s Universalist Church.
Additions were made to the house by succeeding owners. The Baldwin
Coonleys added to the house, including a chimney which dates to 1887.
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Site No. 301 – continued

Lawrence Simmons lived in the house until 1872 when he moved on to
Northville. The house, farm and land were purchased as a country estate by R.K.
Floyd of Kendall Oil. Kendallwood Subdivision gets its name from Floyd’s company.
The house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 302

MYRON CRAWFORD HOUSE
36217 Thirteen Mile Road

The ca. 1870 Victorian farmhouse was owned by Myron and Jane Putnam
Crawford. Myron Crawford built his house in 1857. The land had been owned by
Myron’s parents, Robert and Polly Crawford. They were pioneers who came to
Farmington Township c. 1841.
Myron and one of his brothers, John Crawford, divided the land. Myron
married Melinda Jane Putnam. They had six daughters. One of whom, Emma Jane and
her husband Charles Mc Culloch made their home in the house Emma Jane’s father
built. The house was almost lost to benign neglect in the 1980. It has been restored to
its original elegance
It is a clapboard Michigan farmhouse with an enclosed staircase, and cut stone
foundation. It has been extensively restored with a new garage added in 1999.
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Site No. 303

SAMUEL DAVIS HOUSE
32330 Twelve Mile Road

Wealthy farmer Samuel Davis built his Victorian three-story house with
beautifully carved woodwork in 1872.
Martha M. Davis, his daughter married Fred M. Warner in 1888. Warner
became Michigan’s first three-term governor, serving from 1905 to1911.
It is interesting to note that from the rearview of the house, the first house is
clearly identified. The exterior was substantially restored in 1999 and today the
building serves as an office building, well maintained and cared for.
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Site No. 304

JOHN PETTIBONE HOUSE
36400 Twelve Mile Road

Judson Pettibone carved a lot out of his parents’ farm and built a house in
1861. In 1867, he sold his property to his brother John B. Pettibone. John added a
front section to the house in 1875 in the Gothic style.
The gingerbread style Victorian house was sold out of the family in 1889 when
John and his wife, Kate, moved to another farm.
Both John and Judson were children of Levi and Huldah Pettibone who
migrated from Vermont in 1841 to Milford, where they had owned land since 1829.
They came to Farmington in 1854.
From the rearview, the first house is evident. Evidence of the two houses can
also be seen in the basement where the Michigan and cut stone basement are evident.
There are two enclosed stairways in the house; the back one in the older section is
steeper.
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Site No. 305

ELI STODGELL HOUSE
29240 Spring Street

Carpenter Eli Stodgell built his Victorian house on the “Saw Mill” lot on the
southeast corner of Thirteen Mile and Middlebelt Roads in 1899.
The house has since been moved to Spring Street. The old sawmill was lost to
vandalism.
Serenah Stodgell kept chickens in the old “barn” and made butter that was sold
in the neighborhood. Eli Stodgell was a stone mason and carpenter and kept dairy
cows in the pasture on the northwest side of Middlebelt and Thirteen Mile Roads.
The Stodgells had no children. The house was well built and much of the
original woodwork and hinges remain.
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Site No. 306

MICHAEL MARLETT-CHARLES WIXOM HOUSE
38285 Twelve Mile Road

This home built ca. 1835 by pioneer farmer Michael Marlett. The Marlett
home was built over a Michigan stone crawl space. It was constructed on logs with
the bark still on them.
In the 1845 census the Marlett family had ten members. Michael Marlett and
his wife, Mary, are buried in the West Farmington Cemetery. Michael Marlett lived to
eighty years of age.
Charles Wixom, farmer, grain grower and dairyman, built the front section of
this home over a split-stone basement around 1870. Charles Wixom was the son of
Benjamin Wixom and grandson of Robert Wixom Sr., a pioneer settler of Farmington.
He and his wife, Eliza, built the front section of the house and lived on the property
until 1875.
Samuel Lamb, the youngest of the eleven children of Caleb Lamb, became the
next owner. Caleb Lamb and his father Nehemiah, were Baptist ministers and early
missionaries in Michigan. Six century-old maples grace the property in the front yard.
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Site No. 307

HAMILTON JONES HOUSE
36510 Twelve Mile Road

Hamilton Jones, the oldest son of Novi pioneer, Samuel Jones II, purchased
land in Farmington for $25 an acre. There, in 1871, he built a house for his wife,
Isabel Pettibone. The house was across the road from her family farm.
The house is constructed of solid oak lumber cut from the farm acres.
Neighbors brought the teams of horses to help Hamilton Jones build his house,
according to Alice Jones Bigelow, granddaughter of Hamilton Jones.
When his wife died in 1881, Hamilton Jones soon tired of farming and his son,
Judson, took over the family farm after he married Dora Johnson.
In 1991, because of the proposed widening of Twelve Mile Road, the house
was moved by Don McCluskey from its original site south of the road to a site north
of Twelve Mile Road and slightly to the rear of the Harger House. Today it has joined
a complex of three historical buildings being utilized as offices.
This house is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 308

THE HALSTED APPLE BARN
28321 Timberview Court

Thomas Jefferson Davis, who ran the nearby cider mill, built the barn in 1891
to store apples from the Halsted orchards, this building has exterior walls two feet
thick. It was designed to be self-insulating for apple storage.
The door is wide enough to drive a team of horses and wagon through to the
lower level.
Living quarters were added in 1901; a Michigan stone wall is along the road.
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Site No. 309

THE COONEY HOUSE
30155 Fourteen Mile Road

This Victorian house and barn has a cornerstone that is now under the chimney
dating the house 1898.
The name Cooney was on the cornerstone. The house is representative of the
turn of that century’s country homes. Dairy farming was done here. The house has
high ceilings, with woodwork and molding intact. The house and barn are frame
construction.
The house was owned by Tom Tardy, a Township Supervisor, and by Earl
Teeples, Farmington Township Supervisor in 1970.
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Site No. 310

WARD EAGLE HOUSE
29655 Fourteen Mile Road

Home of Ward Eagle, a leader of the Michigan Milk Producers Association,
who went around the state of Michigan organizing farmers as members of the
association.
He served as Justice of the Peace and was a member of the Farmington
Township Board, including a time as Township Supervisor. He was a teacher and a
farmer. His sister, Zaida Eagle, was also a teacher in the community. Neither
married.
The little frame house with hand-hewn beams over a Michigan cellar also has a
horse barn made of Michigan stone on the site.
The house dates to 1841 when John Trick split an acre off the farm of Samuel
T. Bryan, the original settler of the land. For some reason Mr. Trick had a house and
one acre in the middle of the community of large tract farms.
In 1902 the land reverted back to the Eagles, who owned the larger farm
surrounding the house at that time.
In the 1950’s, the Eagle School, across the road, was named for Ward Eagle
because of his contributions to the community. When development came to this area
of Farmington in the 1980’s, the home, then on two acres of land, was integrated
architecturally into a modern office complex, retaining the original house. It, with the
cobblestone building which is believed to have been a blacksmith shop, were restored
by Stan Finsilver; the total is now the “Ward Eagle Office Village” complex.
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Site No. 311

JOHN GLICK HOME AND POTTERY
30435 Ten Mile Road

This ca. 1870, Michigan farmhouse is now the home of John Glick and his
studio, the Plum Tree Pottery. Mr. Glick is known nationally for his work. He is
represented in several museum collections: the Detroit Institute of Arts, Cranbrook Art
Academy, the Flint Institute of Arts, the Delaware Art Museum, the Renwick Gallery
of the Smithsonian in Washington, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, among
others. His work is in many New Zealand collections, as well as universities.
In 1977 he was honored at “American Crafts in the White House”. In 1980 he
received the Distinguished Alumni Award from Wayne State University, and he was
Artist in Residence for the City of Farmington Hills in 1977. His work is in the Joan
and Walter Mondale private collection. Mr. Glick received the Governor’s Award
from the Michigan Foundation for the Arts in 1977, and the National Endowment for
the Arts individual artist’s grant in 1990.
The potter is the subject of many publications, as well as having written
numerous articles on ceramics and of his experience as a studio potter. He has been
the subject of a film by Sue Marx, as well as a video for the Detroit Institute of Art.
For over twenty years he has exhibited in selected exhibitions throughout the United
States.
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Site No. 312

SHERMAN-GOODENOUGH HOUSE
24705 Farmington Road

Palmer Sherman, a Farmington grower of seed for Ferry Morse Company, built
a brick home on his farm in 1869. Palmer Sherman’s home is the southeast portion of
the Georgian mansion that was constructed from 1914-1930 when the Goodenoughs
converted the farmhouse into their country estate. The additions were designed by
architect Marcus Burrowes for Luman Goodenough, a Detroit attorney.
Included in the creation of the Georgian manor were elegant details by the
talented architect who specialized in historic periods. There is Pewabic tile in one of
the bathrooms. The house was a summer country home before becoming a year round
residence in 1916. The outstanding talent of Marcus Burrowes has been rewarded with
registration in the Michigan Registry of Historical Places.
The house is surrounded by a Michigan stone wall constructed by Farmington
stone mason Henry Mahaney.
When Mrs. Goodenough died in 1967, the terms of the will provided for the
home to be given to the community for community use, “provided no tax money was
involved.” A group of local citizens raised money for the operation of the home as a
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Community Center, and for over 20 years citizens of Farmington/Farmington Hills
have been able to enjoy many social and cultural functions within the walls and
grounds of this beautiful home, whose walls are redolent of a more leisurely, elegant
age of horses and grooms, chauffeurs, gardeners and servants.
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Site No. 313

THE FRACTIONAL SCHOOL HOUSE
32200 Middlebelt Road

The only one-room schoolhouse in Farmington still used for school purposes,
this building was constructed around 1870 on the site of an 1850 school which burned.
The building is made of Michigan stone. It has some of the original windows.
A fractional school district was one that served children from more than one
township; in this case Farmington and West Bloomfield. It was run by a local school
board that did everything from hiring the teachers to doing the building repairs.
The one-room school went to the eighth grade, and if a youngster wanted to
have further instruction, usually the local district would pay tuition to a high school in
another district.
This rare stone building is listed in the Michigan Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 314

THE WILLIAM GATES HOUSE
36130 Grand River Avenue

Circa 1900 farmhouse built on land originally taken out from the government
by Samuel Mead.
The frame house with a stone foundation has a Michigan basement that was
used for storage of produce. Remodeling was done on the building in the 1935-36
period. The house has lovely woodwork.
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Site No. 315

SAMUEL LOCKE HOUSE
31620 Eleven Mile Road

The Samuel Locke house was built in 1881 on land acquired in 1873 from the
Chamberlain family.
Samuel Locke Sr., had property in Franklin before moving to Eleven Mile
between Middlebelt and Orchard Lake after the Civil War. His Franklin property had
been known as Locke Corners.
After Samuel Locke Jr., married Dora Swartz in 1882, he farmed his father’s
property until purchasing this farm from his parents in 1889. In this house Samuel and
Dora Locke raised five children.
This Michigan farmhouse has a frame of logs and hand-hewn beams. There
was once a Michigan basement for storage of farm produce.
Dora died in 1912; Samuel remarried in 1914. The farm was sold in 1916 and,
with his wife Margaret, Samuel Locke Jr. moved to the village of Farmington. The
farmlands became the subdivision of Pasadena Park in 1925.
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Site No. 316

LEDYARD-COWLEY HOUSE
26002 Farmington Road

In 1868 Ledyard and Lucinda Cowley built a new house and moved from one
section of their farm to another. The first homestead was used by John Cowley.
The house they built at the juncture of Eleven Mile Road and Farmington Road
was on the site of the log house that Robert Wixom Sr. had lived in when he came to
Farmington in 1824.
The Wixom family of five sons and four daughters were significant in the
development of Farmington in business, government and religion.
By the Victorian period, fruit and dairy farming were carried out on the local
farms. The house originally had porches on the south and east side. There was a barn
just east of the house. The house was clapboard originally; it was built over a splitstone foundation.

59

Site No. 317

FRANKLIN COMSTOCK HOUSE
27490 Spring Valley Drive

Around 1880 Franklin Comstock and his wife, Emily, built a house on a ridge
overlooking a tributary of the Rouge River.
They had purchased the farm in 1869 from David Maiden who had “taken out”
the land from the Government in 1827. The first farmhouse on the property had been
on the present Nine Mile Road, west of Inkster Road. That house disappeared after
1872.
Comstock raised grain and sheep on his hilly farm that was well watered by the
Rouge River. Mrs. Comstock’s father was Edward Grace, a merchant in Farmington
Village.
The Comstock house has an enclosed staircase leading to the sloping ceiling of
the second floor bedrooms. There is a Michigan cellar constructed of Michigan stone
where the farm produce was once stored.
At one time horses were raised on the farm and they raced along a track which
has developed into Spring Valley Drive after the Miller Rougemont Farm Subdivision
was platted. The subdivision was platted by Edna and Carl Miller on August 17,
1944. Two small barns remain from the horse raising days.
The exterior brick is soft pressed, the kind made by local brick factories. It is
installed in the Flemish style and may have been put on after the house was already
constructed.
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Site No. 318

THE BARN AT HERITAGE PARK
24915 Farmington Road

This circa 1880 barn was moved from a farm on Eight Mile Road by Eleanor
Spicer to serve as the cattle barn on the Spicer’s farm. It has a cement block addition
and a silo of reinforced concrete marked with the name Smith Silo Co., Oxford
Michigan.
The barn is constructed of hand-hewn beams and some of the supports are trees
with the bark still on them.
It is now part of the service area for Heritage Park.
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Site No. 319

BADE HIRED MAN’S HOUSE
31109 West Eleven Mile Road

Built in 1882, after the Bade family acquired the Aldrich farm, this gambrelroofed house was used by the hired help on the Bade farm.
The Bades were part of a large German population of Farmington Township.
They were successful farmers and business people in the mid to late 19th century.
This building was originally on three acres across the road from the main
farmhouse and most of this property was used for grapevines.
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Site No. 501

SPRINGBROOK FARMHOUSE
31000 Drake Road

Pre-1870 farmhouse which was moved from the Seeley farm across the road
next to the site of the Springbrook Cheese Factory around 1900.
The property of the Springbrook Cheese Factory was leased from George
Button, a Civil War Veteran, and son of John Button, last resident postmaster of North
Farmington. It was purchased by Fred Warner, governor of Michigan in 1904, as one
of his 13 cheese factories.
The house was probably moved by Michael Roach who owned an adjoining
farm. Additions were made to the house in 1900 and in the 1920’s.
There is a Michigan stone wall along the road and a 10 foot circumference
maple tree in the front lawn at the road.
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Site No. 502

MARCUS BURROWES HOUSE
24300 Locust Drive

Marcus Burrowes was an outstanding Michigan architect in the early 1900’s
through the 1920’s period. He made his home in Farmington on 12 acres given him
from the estate of his friend, attorney Luman Goodenough.
In an era when Farmington was a desirable place for country estates, Burrowes
designed and built his own home on a bluff overlooking a branch of the Rouge River.
It was built in 1924 in French Provincial style constructed of concrete block to
which a stucco finish was applied. Basement windows, new to the period, offered
maximum ventilation.
There are many cabinet and bookcase features in the house and some of the
carpentry work was done by Burrowes himself. There are four French shallow
fireplaces with tall chimneys. An additional room was designed leading out from the
den, but it was never constructed. The beautiful foyer was designed for entertaining.
This house is listed on the Michigan Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 503

EDWARD MOSEMAN HOUSE
33203 Biddestone

English Cotswold style cottage built of Indiana limestone with a slate roof and
solid oak woodwork. Oak doors and casement windows are part of the design on a
two acre lot which has myriads of wild flowers left in a natural environment, as well
as thousands of naturalized daffodils each April.
The house was designed by Marcus Burrowes. The cornerstone bears the date
1937.
The house has oak woodwork and floors, in the English manner, casement
windows and foot-thick walls of Bedford (Indiana) limestone. The roof is of slate; all
guttering and downspouts are of copper. A wood-door near the fireplace enables
firewood to be put in from the outdoors and utilized inside. Two of the home’s
windows have tall rounded panes, typical of Burrowes meticulous craftsmanship. The
limestone was recycled from the old Federal Building in downtown Detroit that was
torn down for modern construction.
Edward Moseman, a Pontiac attorney, bought the 40 acres on which the house
stood during the Depression. He was descended from a family that had owned the
manor of Biddestone in the Cotswolds in England. He was recreating in America his
own bit of homeland. When property taxes increased in the 1950’s, he put in the
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large circle drive around the stone home and created the subdivision of Biddestone
Woods.
Second owner of Biddestone was Jean McGriff Fox, mayor of Farmington
Hills during 1990. Mrs. Fox served years on the Hills’ Zoning Board of Appeals, and
the Farmington Hills Historical Commission. She was a creator of the Hills’ Historic
District in 1979-80, and served many years as its chair. Mrs. Fox authored numerous
historic publications, see Other Publications/Resources.
“Biddestone, “as the house was known, was listed on the Michigan State
Registry in 1991.
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Site No. 504

KIRBY WHITE HOUSE
24200 Farmington Road

Kirby and Alice White and their five children moved into this Federalist
Revival House by 1928. Kirby White was general manager, vice-president and
director of the Ferry-Morse Seed Company, which by the 1930’s was the largest seed
company in the United States.
The estate home was built for the Whites on five acres along Farmington Road
and was designed by Marcus Burrowes who was a prominent architect in Detroit and
Michigan. He designed public buildings for cities and houses for wealthy clients.
The Kirby White House has some unique architectural features. The house is
supported by steel beams, unusual for houses dating from the 1920’s. The FederalistRevival style features many gables, arches and bays.
Kirby White died in June 1933 and the family moved from their country estate
to Birmingham, Michigan. A series of owners for the lovely estate were executives of
Ford Motor Company.
The Presbyterian Church purchased the property and house in 1956. The needs
of the church for religious purposes caused the house to be moved a mile south on
Farmington Road in 1993.
It has been adapted to its new location and carefully maintained in the unique
Federalist-Revival style architecture.
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Site No. 505

RICHARD T. CUDMORE HOUSE
28062 Danvers Drive

This 1916 country estate was built around a 1830 farmhouse which belonged
to Farmington pioneer, John Gibson.
Richard T. Cudmore was an officer of the Union Guardian Bank of Detroit, a
major banking institution. He was also the treasurer of the Detroit United Railroad
that had headquarters in Farmington at the turn of the century, when street cars
covered the greater Detroit metropolitan area.
Cudmore brought carpenters in from Detroit to build his estate around the
farmhouse that was on his land. He hired a farmer to farm the estate. In 1927 he
excavated the man-made lake which is at the entrance to Woodcreek Hills subdivision.
In 1937 Hugh Dean became the owner, doing much of the interesting carpentry
work now evident, including the pagoda-style porch. Local carpenter James Tolman
did that work. Half a century later, Tolman did renovation work on the house.
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Site No. 506

GLEN OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
30500 West Thirteen Mile Road

The clubhouse was probably designed by the architectural firm of Butterfield
and Butterfield, in 1926. The golf course opened a year later, before the clubhouse
was completed.
This was to be part of a development called the Oaklands Subdivision with
country living and a country club offered. It was designed with the idea of commuting
to the city for work. Isaac Bond, land owner and member of the Oakland County
Road Commission, envisioned the concept of the subdivision on his Farmington farm.
The father and daughter architectural firm was unique. Emily Butterfield was
the first woman architect licensed to work in the State of Michigan. Wells T.
Butterfield, her father, was the first mayor of the City of Farmington. He was also a
landscape architect, one of the first.
The building is the historical style of the 1920’s. It was a chateau style with
rough stone exterior and gabled slate roof. There are lots of nooks and crannies in the
design. The main building had reinforced concrete decks. There are later additions.
This charming building looks like a little castle. It is listed on the Registry of
Michigan Historical Places, and is carefully maintained by the Oakland County Parks
and Recreation Commission.
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SARAH FISHER HOME
27400 Twelve Mile Road

Egyptian influence used in public building of the 1920’s is seen in the original
administration office and early buildings of the children’s home. Fine brickwork, slate
roof, limestone framing on door and windows, and carving over the entrance are used
on this structure built in July, 1929.
The entrance gates at Twelve Mile and Inkster Roads are outstanding, and
were restored in 1990.
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Site No. 508

SPICER HOUSE
Heritage Park on Farmington Road

The long low English Country House was designed to blend in with the
landscape by talented architect Marcus Burrowes. The house was built in 1926 for
attorney David Gray and his wife, Martha. It originally stood on twelve acres of land.
The house was designed with two wings; the outdoors was visible from all
rooms. This design was not only beautiful, but practical, because of the cross
ventilation.
David Gray died before the house was occupied and Martha Gray moved to
California before the house was ever lived in. When Eleanor Goodenough married
John Spicer in 1935, Mrs. Gray gave the home and property to the newlyweds.
Eleanor was the daughter of Luman Goodenough, a dear friend of the Grays.
Additional acres were purchased for the farm which Eleanor Spicer ran until
her death in 1982. At that time the property included 200 acres and Mrs. Spicer liked
to refer to it as the only unspoiled place in Farmington Hills.
The land is now Heritage Park with this jewel of a house as its heart. The
Spicer House serves as the Park’s Visitor Center, with the wings modernized to serve
as classrooms and meeting areas. The four historic rooms: the hall, living room with
cathedral ceiling, library and dining room, serve for gatherings and displays.
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Site No. 509

LEWIS HOWARD HOUSE
30318 Glenmuer

Built in 1903 by Lewis Howard, the house was moved by his great grandson,
Lee Cox, to a new location where it has been painstakingly restored.
The house is made of tulipwood in the Mansard style and the inside is finished
with cherry woodwork. It was probably built from a plan book similar to the one used
by Henry Ford to build his “honeymoon” cottage in Dearborn, at about the same
period, which it resembles.
Lee Cox is related on the maternal side to the Baptist missionaries, Caleb and
Nehemiah Lamb, who founded many churches and did missionary work on the
Michigan frontier.
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FRANK STEELE HOUSE
35810 Eleven Mile Road

This 1920 cobblestone bungalow with sleeping porch and little stone garage
was built by Frank and Bertha Steele with stones from their own farm.
It was on land from the original land grant to Edward Steele, Frank’s
grandfather, made in 1824. Edward Steele established the first grist mill in
Farmington Township and a small town, Pernambuco Hollow/Sleepy Hollow,
clustered around the mill at Drake and Howard Roads.
Frank Steele was a teacher and later a principal in Detroit; the newly perfected
automobile enabled him to travel from his farm in Farmington to his position in
Detroit.
The house was completed in 1920, with Amos Otis doing the carpentry and
Fred Schampter doing the stone work. The old farm is now in the Old Homestead
subdivision.
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EDWARD BEALS HOUSE
31805 Bond Street

This Arts and Crafts House with English Tudor influence is an Emily
Butterfield design. (Butterfield, of Farmington, was Michigan’s first woman
architect.)
The house was completed in 1926 for Edward E. Beals, who was president of
the Great Lakes Land Corporation of Ohio, which established the Oaklands
subdivision in 1925 at Thirteen Mile and Orchard Lake Roads.
Edward and Irene Beals lived in the house from 1926-1936. The house is
stucco and the roof was once tile. The basement is cement block and there are
numerous built-in cupboards in the kitchen and the bedrooms. Many of the original
lighting fixtures remain.
The lot is wooded. The little garage matches the house. There was once a
putting green just south of the house, in the subdivision that stressed small country
estates.
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THE MODEL HOUSE FOR OAKLANDS SUBDIVISION
29615 Green Acres

This Arts and Crafts house designed by Emily Butterfield reflected the “latest”
in heating and plumbing for the 1920’s. It was advertised in September 1925, as an
ideal small estate in Farmington Township.
This house had a tennis court and garden. The ocean-wave roof is unusual,
and the multi-layer roof is still the original. In 1964 a dinette, family room, two
bedrooms and a bath was added.
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Site No. 513

HENRY C. BACH HOUSE
30115 Ardmore

Henry C. Bach was vice-president and chief salesman of the Oakland Land
Development Company when he built himself a home in the Oaklands subdivision in
1926.
The house was a Butterfield and Butterfield design. It had a wood frame
exterior and plaster walls. There was a little of the Japanese influence in this colonial
design.
Much of the original landscaping has been restored by Dr. William
Rintelmann, owner in 1989.
The framing and original roof of the house belonged to a tool shed on the Bond
farm. It was moved to the foundation on Ardmore when the house was built. The roof
section goes back to 1900. Additions have been made to the rear of the house.
On the original six-lot parcel the Bach’s raised nursery stock trees.
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JAMES F. CAIN HOUSE
26135 Holly Hill Drive

A four-square design with Colonial revival details, this small “estate” house
with sidewalks to other early models was located prominently in Pasadena Park
subdivision.
This house is typical of a 1925 luxury design. Economic conditions of the
Great Depression halted the development of the subdivision until after World War II
so no more models like this were constructed.
James F. Cain, the builder and developer of Pasadena Park lived here with his
wife Genevieve and three children for about ten years. Hollywood Drive became
Holly Hill when Pasadena Park was reorganized.
Other unusual features are the basement, which was constructed of brick, and
the Pewabic tile in the upstairs bathroom.
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PASADENA PARK BUNGALOW
31635 Allison Drive

The Bungalow took many forms as it was adapted to the early Twentieth
Century lifestyle. This Tudor Revival Bungalow was one of the models in Pasadena
Park subdivision platted in 1925 by James F. Cain; six houses were built in 1925 and
1926. This house is an excellent example of this evolving architectural style.
The glamour of movies was incorporated into the subdivision through the
street names. Allison was formerly Arlington Drive, Holly Hill Road was Hollywood.
The technology of electricity, indoor plumbing and heating plus a community
well and gravel streets made an early subdivision designed for the above-average
homeowner.
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Site No. 516

SPICER HOUSE STABLES/CHAUFFEUR QUARTERS
24723 Farmington Road

This building served as a stable, garage, and chauffeur’s quarters and was
designed by architect Marcus Burrowes for Luman Goodenough about 1916.
In the early years of the 20th Century, wealthy attorney Luman Goodenough
was able to live in the country and be transported to his office in the city by
automobiles that were housed here. The chauffeur lived in this building and the horses
that the Goodenoughs enjoyed riding about their farm were stabled here.
Later, Mrs. Eleanor Spicer, Goodenough’s daughter, turned most of the estate
into a working farm. She kept her horses here and used the other buildings in this
service complex for the farmer who worked the land.
The building is now part of the service area for Heritage Park.
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Site No. 518

EDWARD CHENE HOUSE
29920 Ardmore

Built in 1927 for Edward and Evelyn Chene, this colonial revival home has
original windows, original shingle siding, original plumbing fixtures, wood floor and
coved ceilings. The house is situated on an acre lot. There are beautiful oak trees in
the front yard and the first Christmas tree in the house was planted in the back yard
and still growing.
Edward Chene was from the pioneer Chene family of Detroit. He was an
insurance salesman.
This house was one of the early homes of Oaklands subdivision. It was
designed by Emily Butterfield, the first woman licensed to practice architecture in
Michigan. Emily worked with her father in the firm of Butterfield and Butterfield.
They were architects for this early planned community.
There are two additions to the house; the one on the south was post World War
II, and the addition to the east was built in 1981.
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Site No. 519

FRED GOULD HOUSE
29915 Gladstone

This Colonial Bungalow is an Emily Butterfield design. She was the first
woman licensed architect in Michigan.
This house was built in 1925 in Oakland subdivision, a planned community
which is still being completed in 2000.
The house is typical of bungalow design with much symmetry in each of the
rooms. The Butterfield Bungalows are two stories rather than the traditional one or
one and a half. The basement is cement block and there are some original windows
upstairs.
Fred Gould was a director of the Great Lakes Land Corporation. The Great
Lakes Land Corporation created the planned development on the farm of Isaac Bond,
an early Farmington Township Supervisor, farm machinery salesman and Oakland
Highway Commissioner. Isaac Bond was the organizer of the Great Lakes Land
Corporation. Fred Gould was a salesman. His family was prominent in Owasso,
Michigan.
There are additions to the back of the house and the garage was constructed in
1970. The lot has beautiful mature trees.
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Site No. 520

ARCHIBALD JONES HOUSE
29921 Ardmore

Archibald Jones was treasurer for the Great Lakes Land Corporation. This
company was the promoter for Oaklands Subdivision, a planned community in the
1920’s in Farmington Township.
This house was constructed in 1925 and was an Emily Butterfield design. It is
a Tudor Bungalow with some original windows, wood floors and coved ceilings.
The setting on a dirt road is very pastoral. The original lot has been split twice
but still retains several large trees.
Wendell Brown owned the house for a number of years. Brown, an attorney,
helped write laws that enable libraries throughout Michigan to share their facilities
across municipal boundaries.
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Site No. 521

LAMBERT SELLERS BARN
29980 West Ten Mile Road

This barn was erected in the late 1930’s/early 40’s with a gambrel roof typical
to barns constructed during that time period. The Lambert Sellers Family constructed
the barn with the intent to house ponies. Their original plan was to build their home
after the barn was completed. This plan however, was put on hold as a result of the
outbreak of World War II when most of the nation’s construction supplies were
dedicated to supporting the war effort. With no construction supplies available to
build their home, the family decided to move into the barn where a “school house”
type wood floor was installed as a first floor and a chimney with a propane stove was
installed to provide heat. The second floor, originally intended for use as a hay mow,
had plastic sheathing hung from the rafters in order to create separate rooms for
sleeping.

District established 6/13/11
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Site No. 601

JACK BECKWITH HOUSE
31331 Franklin Fairways

The Jack Beckwith House on Franklin Fairway is a Modern house by an
outstanding architect, William Kessler. Modern is an outgrowth of the International
style. William Kessler represented Modern as a part of the “Detroit Movement.”
Kessler was the designing member of the firm of Meathe and Kessler that
designed this house in 1959 for Jack and Faye Beckwith and their five children.
Kessler and his partner Philip Meathe had broken away from the Yamasaki firm. The
partners later separated and William Kessler started his own firm.
Almost every publication from 1960 on that featured outstanding Michigan
architecture features one of William Kessler’s designs. He has 131 awards for his
work.
The Jack Beckwith House, with its flat roof was built below grade to save the
natural shagbark hickory grove in which it was constructed. The shagbark hickory is a
native American tree which can not be transplanted, must be grown from seed. It
makes a grove of these trees a unique feature that was enhanced by the design of the
front of the house with a grid-covered entry.
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Site No. 601 - continued

The house is built of modulars with a bedroom wing and a central portion for a
family and living room. Another section is built for the kitchen and maid’s quarters.
There are extensive sky lights and glass window walls that bring the outside right into
the house. The original plan had a carport that has been converted into a garage.
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Site No. 602

ARTHUR BECKWITH HOUSE
31765 Franklin Fairway

The Arthur Beckwith House was built in 1960 by the firm of Meathe and
Kessler. It reflects a style of “saw tooth” design that has been a signature of William
Kessler, the designing member of the firm. After Philip Meathe and William Kessler
separated, Kessler established his own firm. Mr. Kessler has received 131 awards for
his designs.
Modern, is a historic architectural style of which this house is a prime example.
The house is divided into fifteen foot bays with zones for bedrooms, entertaining, and
family activity. The house has numerous sky lights and glass window walls that bring
the outside in. The garden is mostly original and the original oriental pond is the back
garden is self-sustaining.
The house has been presented in W. Hawkins Ferry’s The Buildings of Detroit
1968, Detroit Free Press Photos September 1960 and House and Gardens, Winter
1991. It received the American Institute of Architects Twenty-Five Years Award in
1995. The Arthur Beckwith House is continually toured by architects and architectural
students studying the “Modern Style.”
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Site No. 603
CARL LICHT HOUSE
26291 Pillsbury

The Carl Licht House, a fine example of Mid-Century Modern residential
architecture, was completed for Mr. and Mrs. Carl Licht and his family, in the
Ridgewood manor subdivision, which had been plated in 1947. While several of the
single story ranch homes in the subdivision contain elements of the Mid-Century
Modern architectural style, the Carl Licht House represents the most striking example
of the style in the subdivision.
Carl Licht graduated from the Engineering program at the University of
Michigan, class of 1942 and was owner of Licht Steele Construction in River Rouge,
MI. His connection to the steel industry afforded him the unique opportunity to
incorporate steel into the structural design of the home. Carl Licht engaged the
architect Jack Weston Yops to design the home. The result was a long design placed
deep on the property and when viewed on approach, dividing the lawn and sky. Licht
owned the home for nearly 20 years and subsequent owners have maintained the
property and made sympathetic modifications.
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Historic District #603 continued
The Licht House reflects many of the finest qualities of the American form of
Mid Century Modern residential design: less formal than the International Style with
an expression characterized by clean simplicity and integration with nature. This style
emphasized creating structures with ample windows and open floor plans, with the
intention of opening up interior spaces and bringing the outdoors in and often used
post and beam architectural design that eliminated bulky support walls in favor of
walls seemingly made of glass.
The home is situated on the high point of a gentle hill setback approximately
150 feet from Pillsbury. The house is a single story ranch style, partially brick veneer
on the lower elevations with cedar siding above. A Dutch hip roof extends far beyond
the perimeter walls, resulting in deep eaves. Casement windows are arranged
irregularly and in multiple adjoining fashion. A later sympathetic garage addition
extends from the exposed basement on the east and north elevations.
The house is of single story construction with the primary façade oriented in a
northward direction and situated on the sloping lot so that the basement is fully
exposed on the east side and partially exposed on the south side. The foundation is of
concrete block construction covered with brick veneer. The brick continues up to a
point covering approximately 1/3 of the ground floor elevations, capped with brick
laid on end. The remaining portion of the elevation is covered with vertical cedar
tongue and groove siding of a consistent width.
The main floor is a 2-1/2” concrete slab supported by Steeltex, a welded wire
fabric mesh with a fiberglass backing. This composition is in turn supported by open
steel joists.
The interior public spaces are of an open plan configuration, and are anchored
by a massive brick wall with two fireplaces separating the public spaces visible from
the primary rooms.
Major work done to home since original construction:
An attached garage was finaled on April 23, 2004. Shortly after, another permit for the
conversion of an attached garage into living space was finaled on May 19, 2004. The
existing front porch and planters depicted in the photographs contained in the original
report were later additions to the home.
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Site No. 900

EAST FARMINGTON CEMETERY
(The Utley Burying-ground)
Twelve Mile Road between
Inkster and Middlebelt Roads

In 1824 Sanford M. Utley came west with his family, including two sons,
Peleg and George. His wife, Patience, fell off the wagon when they arrived in July;
two months later on September 26, 1824, she was buried on Peleg’s farm.
The section of the Utley farm, where Patience was buried, became
Farmington’s first cemetery. Hers was the first death in the township.
The cemetery was maintained by the East Farmington Cemetery Association
with a group called the Mystic Workers taking care of the cemetery with various fund
raising activities and their own labor.
The cemetery is now maintained by the City of Farmington Hills. It is listed
on the Michigan Registry of Historical Places.
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Site No. 910

WEST FARMINGTON CEMETERY
Twelve Mile and Halsted Roads

This cemetery was established in 1835 on the grounds of the Baptist Church
that once stood there. The church is now gone. When the congregation disbanded, the
church moved to the Palacky farm on Twelve Mile on May 4, 1938.
The cemetery was maintained by local families who established a group called
the Willing Workers. They raised money and maintained the cemetery. It is now the
property of the City of Farmington Hills.
This pioneer cemetery is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical
Places.
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Site No. 920

NORTH FARMINGTON CEMETERY
(The Wolcott Cemetery)
Farmington Road
North of Thirteen Mile Road

Incorporated in March, 1837 by Chauncey D. Wolcott, Orange Culver and
John H. Button, this cemetery was in what was then the Village of North Farmington.
The first internment was that of a young girl.
The association was reincorporated in 1874. The cemetery is still privately
operated, and has been supported by fund raisers and private maintenance.
A veteran from every war in which our country has ever fought is buried in this
cemetery. The oldest veteran grave is that of Levi Green, a Revolutionary War
veteran.
The cemetery is listed on the Michigan State Registry of Historical Places.
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OTHER RESOURCES/PUBLICATIONS
The documents listed below are available at the local library or for purchase at the
Farmington Hills City Hall Treasury Department.

Publications:
More than a Tavern: 150 years of Botsford Inn by Jean Fox
I Went to the People: Fred M. Warner, Progressive Governor (Michigan, 1905-11)
by Jean Fox
A Farmington Childhood, Watercolors of Lillian Drake Avery by Jean Fox and
John B. Cameron
Farmington Centennial Families by Jean Fox
Farmington Junction: A Trolley History by Brian Golden
Guide to Historical Markers in Farmington Hills by Brian Golden
Heritage Homes of Farmington (2nd edition) by Ruth Moehlman
The History of Farmington by Lee Peel
The Religious History of Farmington by Stella Strye
History of Farmington Township to 1877 (anniversary edition) by John Willyard
From Ice Age to Space Search: The Natural History of Farmington, various
contributors

Monographs:
Farmington Area Cemeteries by Kathryn Briggs
The Workers Camp: Communism Comes to Farmington by James Dermody
P. Dean Warner of Farmington (Farmington’s first mayor) by Jean Fox
Marcus Burrowes, English Revival Architect by Jean Fox
Tracking the Underground Railroad by Jean Fox
The Howards of Farmington, Letters from 1860 by Jean Fox
Memories of North Farmington by Clyde Graham
History of the Farmington Post Office by Erika Peckham
Frederick Maltby Warner by Adam Ellis/Paul Romine
The Old Mill (formerly in Farmington Hills Sleepy Hollow) by Frank Steele
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State of Michigan Law
LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS ACT
Act 169 of 1970
AN ACT to provide for the establishment of historic districts; to provide for the acquisition of certain
resources for historic preservation purposes; to provide for preservation of historic and nonhistoric
resources within historic districts; to provide for establishment of historic district commissions; to
provide for the maintenance of publicly owned resources by local units; to provide for certain
assessments under certain circumstances; to provide for procedures; and to provide for remedies and
penalties.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970: - Am. 1986, Act 230, Imd. Eff Oct. 1, 1986: - Am 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
399.201 Short title.
Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “local historic districts act”.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970: - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.201a Definitions.
Sec. 1a. As used in this act:
(a) “Alteration” means work that changes the detail of a resource but does not change its basic size
or shape.
(b) “Bureau” means the bureau of history of the Michigan department of state.
(c) “Certificate of appropriateness” means the written approval of a permit application for work
that is appropriate and that does not adversely affect a resource.
(d) “Commission” means a historic district commission created by the legislative body of a local
unit pursuant to section 4.
(e) “Committee” means a historic district study committee appointed by the legislative body of a
local unit pursuant to section 3 or 14.
(f) “Demolition: means the razing or destruction, whether entirely or in part, of a resource and
includes, but is not limited to, demolition by neglect.
(g) “Demolition by neglect” means neglect in maintaining, repairing, or securing a resource that
results in deterioration of an exterior feature of the resource or the loss of structural integrity of
the resource.
(h) “Denial” means the written rejection of a permit application for work that is inappropriate and
that adversely affects a resource.
(i) “Historic district” means an area, or group of areas not necessarily having contiguous
boundaries, that contains 1 resource or a group of resources that are related by history,
architecture, archaeology, engineering or culture.
(j) “Historic preservation” means the identification, evaluation, establishment, and protection of
resources significant in history, architecture, archaeology, engineering or culture.
(k) “Historic resource” means a publicly or privately owned building, structure, site, object,
feature or open space that is significant in the history, architecture, archaeology, engineering,
or culture of this state or a community within this state, or of the United States.
(l) “Local unit” means a county, city, village or township.
(m) “Notice to proceed” means the written permission to issue a permit for work that is
inappropriate and that adversely affects a resouce, pursuant to a finding under section 5(6).
(n) “Open space” means undeveloped land, a naturally landscaped area, or a formal or man-made
landscaped area that provides a connective link or buffer between other resources.
(o) “Ordinary maintenance” means keeping a resource unimpaired and in good condition through
ongoing minor intervention, undertaken from time to time, in its exterior condition. Ordinary
maintenance does not change the external appearance of the resource except through the
elimination of the usual and expected effects of weathering. Ordinary maintenance does not
constitute work for purposes of this act.
(p) “Proposed historic district” means an area, or group of areas not necessarily having contiguous
boundaries, that has delineated boundaries and that is under review by a committee or standing
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(q)

(r)
(s)

(t)

committee for the purpose of making a recommendation as to whether it should be established
as a historic district or added to an established historic district.
“Repair” means to restore a decayed or damaged resource to a good or sound condition by any
process. A repair that changes the external appearance of a resource constitutes work for
purposes of this act.
“Resource” means 1 or more publicly or privately owned historic or nonhistoric buildings,
structures, sites, objects, features, or open spaces located within a historic district.
“Standing committee” means a permanent body established by the legislative body of a local
unit pursuant to section 4 to conduct the activities of a historic district study committee on a
continuing basis.
“Work” means construction, addition, alteration, repair, moving, excavation, or demolition.

History: Add. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.202 Historic preservation as public purpose; purpose of ordinance.
Sec. 2. Historic preservation is declared to be a public purpose and the legislative body of a local
unit may by ordinance regulate the construction, addition, alteration, repair, moving, excavation, and
demolition of resources in historic districts within the limits of the local unit. The purpose of the
ordinance shall be to do 1 or more of the following:
(a) Safeguard the heritage of the local unit by preserving 1 or more historic districts in the local
unit that reflect elements of the unit’s history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or
culture.
(b) Stabilize and improve property values in each district and surrounding areas.
(c) Foster civic beauty.
(d) Strengthen the local economy.
(e) Promote the use of historic districts for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the citizens of
the local unit and of the state.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1986, Act 230, Imd. Eff. Oct. 1, 1986: - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.203 Historic districts; establishment; study committee; duties; public hearing; notice;
actions; availability of writings to public.
Sec. 3. (1) A local unit may, by ordinance, establish 1or more historic districts. The historic
districts shall be administered by a commission established pursuant to section 4. Before
establishing a historic district, the legislative body of the local unit shall appoint a historic district
study committee. The committee shall contain a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation, and shall contain representation
from 1 or more duly organized local historic preservation organizations. The committee shall do all
of the following:
(a) Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within each proposed historic district following
procedures established or approved by the bureau.
(b) Conduct basic research of each proposed historic district and the historic resources located
within that district.
(c) Determine the total number of historic and nonhistoric resources within a proposed historic
district and the percentage of historic resources of that total. In evaluating the significance of
historic resources, the committee shall be guided by the selection criteria for evaluation issued
by the United States secretary of the interior for inclusion of resources in the national register
of historic places, as set forth in 36 C.F.R. part 60, and criteria established or approved by the
bureau, if any.
(d) Prepare a preliminary historic district study committee report that addresses at a minimum all
of the following:
(1) The charge of the committee.
(2) The composition of the committee membership.
(3) The historic district or districts studied.
(4) The boundaries for each proposed historic district in writing and on maps.
(5) The history of each proposed historic district.
(6) The significance of each district as a whole, as well as a sufficient number of its
individual resources to fully represent the variety of resources found within the district,
relative to the evaluation criteria.
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(e) Transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and recommendations to the local
planning body, to the bureau, to the Michigan historical commission, and to the state historic
preservation review board.
(f) Make copies of the preliminary report available to the public pursuant to subsection 6.
(2) Not less than 60 calendar days after the transmittal of the preliminary report, the committee
shall hold a public hearing in compliance with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended,
being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Public notice of the time, date
and place of the hearing shall be given in a manner required by Act. No. 267 of the Public Acts of
1976, as amended. Written notice shall be mailed by first-class mail not less than 14 calendar days
before the hearing to the owners of properties within the proposed historic district, as listed on the
tax rolls of the local unit.
(3) After the date of the public hearing, the committee and the legislative body of the local unit
shall have not more that 1 year, unless otherwise authorized by the legislative body of the local
unit, to take the following actions:
(a) The committee shall prepare and submit a final report with its recommendations and the
recommendations, if any, of the local planning body to the legislative body of the local
unit. If the recommendation is to establish a historic district or districts, the final report
shall include a draft of the proposed ordinance or ordinances.
(b) After receiving a final report that recommends the establishment of historic district or
districts, the legislative body of the local unit, at its discretion, may introduce and pass or
reject an ordinance or ordinances. If the local unit passes and ordinance or ordinances
establishing 1 or more historic districts, the local unit shall file a copy of that ordinance
or those ordinances, including a legal description of the property or properties located
within the historic district or districts, with the register of deeds. A local unit shall not
pass an ordinance establishing a contiguous historic district less than 60 days after a
majority of the property owners with the proposed historic district, as listed on the tax
rolls of the local unit, have approved the establishment of the historic district pursuant to
a written petition.
(4) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a committee in
performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with Act
No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended, being sections 15.231 to 15.246 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970: - Am. 1980, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1980; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.204 Historic District commission; establishment; appointment, qualifications, and terms of
members; vacancy; commissions previously established by charter or ordinance.
Sec. 4. The legislative body of a local unit may establish by ordinance a commission to be called
the historic district commission. The commission may be established at any time, but not later than
the time the first historic district is established by the legislative body of the local unit. Each
member of the commission shall reside within the local unit. The membership of the historic
district commission in a local unit having a population of 5,000 or more individuals shall consist of
not less than 7 or more than 9 members. The membership of the historic district commission in a
local unit having a population of less than 5,000 individuals shall consist of not less than 5 or more
than 7 members. A majority of the members shall have a clearly demonstrated interest in or
knowledge of historic preservation. The members shall be appointed by the township supervisor,
village president, mayor, or chairperson of the board of commissioners, unless another method of
appointment is provided in the ordinance creating the commission. Initial members shall be
appointed within 6 months after the ordinance establishing the commission is enacted. Members
shall be appointed for 3-year terms except the initial appointments of some of the members shall be
for less than 3 years so that the initial appointments are staggered and that subsequent appointments
do not recur at the same time. Members shall be eligible for reappointment. A vacancy on the
commission shall be filled within 60 calendar days by an appointment made by the appointing
authority. The ordinance creating the commission may provide procedures for terminating an
appointment due to the acts or omissions of the member. The appointing authority of a local unit
having a population of 25,000 or more individuals shall appoint at least two members from a list of
citizens submitted by 1 or more duly organized local historic preservation organizations. A local
unit having a population of more than 5,000 individuals but less than 25,000 individuals shall
appoint at least 1 member from a list of citizens submitted by 1 or more duly organized local
historic preservation organizations. The commission of all local units shall include as a member, if
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available, a graduate of an accredited school of architecture who has 2 years of architectural
experience or who is an architect registered in this state. This section does not apply to historic
district commissions established by charter or to historic district commissions established by
ordinance before August 3, 1970.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Effl. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1971, Act 30, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1971; - Am 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.205 Permit required; completed application; certificate of appropriateness or notice to
proceed; issuance; permit fee; appeal to review board and circuit court; plan review standards,
guidelines and considerations; scope of review; preservation plan; approval; conditions; public
meeting; availability of writing to public; rules of procedure; approval of minor work; finding of
demolition by neglect; restoration or modification of work done without permit.
Sec. 5. (1) A permit shall be obtained before any work affecting the exterior appearance of a
resource is performed within a historic district or, if required under subsection (4), work
affecting the interior arrangements of a resource is performed within a historic district. The
person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution, or agency of
government proposing to do that work shall file an application for a permit with the inspector
of buildings, the commission, or other duly delegated authority. If the inspector of buildings or
other authority receives the application, the application shall be immediately referred together
with all required supporting materials that make the application complete to the commission.
A permit shall not be issued and proposed work shall not proceed until the commission has
acted on the application by issuing a certificate of appropriateness or a notice to proceed as
prescribed in this act. A local unit may charge a reasonable fee to process a permit application.
(2) An applicant aggrieved by a decision of a commission concerning a permit application may file
an appeal with the state historic preservation review board of the Michigan historical
commission within the department of state. The appeal shall be filed within 60 days after the
decision is furnished to the applicant. The appellant may submit all or part of the appellant’s
evidence and arguments in written form. The review board shall consider an appeal at its first
regularly scheduled meeting after receiving the appeal, but may not charge a fee for
considering an appeal. The review board may affirm, modify, or set aside a commission’s
decision and may order a commission to issue a certificate of appropriateness or a notice to
proceed. A permit application aggrieved by the decision of the state historic preservation
review board may appeal the decision to the circuit court having jurisdiction over the historic
district commission whose decision was appealed to the state historic preservation review
board.
(3) In reviewing plans, the commission shall follow the U.S. secretary of the interior’s standards
for rehabilitation and guidelines for rehabilitating historic buildings, as set forth in 36 C.F.R.
part 67. Design review standards and guidelines that address special design characteristics of
historic districts administered by the commission may be followed if they are equivalent in
guidance to the secretary of interior’s standards and guidelines and are established or approved
by the bureau. The commission shall also consider all of the following:
(a) The historic or architectural value and significance of the resource and its relationship to
the historic value of the surrounding area.
(b) The relationship of any architectural features of the resource to the rest of the resource
and to the surrounding area.
(c) The general compatibility of the design, arrangement, texture, and materials proposed to
be used.
(d) Other factors, such as aesthetic value, that the commission finds relevant.
(4) The commission shall review and act upon only exterior features of a resource and shall not
review and act upon interior arrangements unless specifically authorized to do so by the local
legislative body or unless interior work will cause visible change to the exterior of the
resource. The commission shall not disapprove an application due to considerations not
prescribed in subsection (3).
(5) If an application is for work that will adversely affect the exterior of a resource the commission
considers valuable to the local unit, state, or nation, and the commission determines that the
alteration or loss of that resource will adversely affect the public purpose of the local unit,
state, or nation, the commission shall attempt to establish with the owner of the resource an
economically feasible plan for preservation of the resource.
(6) Work within a historic district shall be permitted through the issuance of a notice to proceed by
the commission if any of the following conditions prevail and if the proposed work can be
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demonstrated by a finding of the commission to be necessary to substantially improve or
correct any of the following conditions:
(a) The resource constitutes a hazard to the safety of the public or to the structure’s occupants.
(b) The resource is a deterrent to a major improvement program that will be of substantial
benefit to the community and the applicant proposing the work has obtained all necessary
planning and zoning approvals, financing, and environmental clearances.
(c) Retaining the resource will cause undue financial hardship to the owner when a
governmental action, an act of God, or other events beyond the owner’s control created the
hardship, and all feasible alternatives to eliminate the financial hardship, which may
include offering the resource for sale at its fair market value or moving the resource to a
vacant site within the historic district, have been attempted and exhausted by the owner.
(d) Retaining the resource is not in the interest of the majority of the community.
(7) The business that the commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the
commission held in compliance with the open meetings act, Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of
1976, as amended, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Public
notice of the time, date, and place of the meeting shall be given in the manner required by Act
No.267 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended. A meeting agenda shall be part of the notice
and shall include a listing of each permit application to be reviewed or considered by the
commission.
(8) The commission shall keep a record of its resolutions, proceedings, and actions. A writing
prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the commission in the performance
of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the freedom of
information act, Act No. 442 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended, being sections 15.231 to
15.246 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(9) The commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure and shall adopt design review standards
and guidelines for resource treatment to carry out its duties under this act.
(10) The commission may delegate the issuance of certificates of appropriateness for specified
minor classes of work to its staff, to the inspector of buildings, or to another delegated
authority. The commission shall provide to the delegated authority specific written standards
for issuing certificates of appropriateness under this subsection. On at least a quarterly basis,
the commission shall review the certificates of appropriateness, if any, issued for work by its
staff, the inspector, or another authority to determine whether or not the delegated
responsibility should be continued.
(11) Upon a finding by the commission that a historic resource within a historic district or a
proposed historic district subject to its review and approval is threatened with demolition by
neglect, the commission may do either of the following:
(a) Require the owner of the resource to repair all conditions contributing to demolition by
neglect.
(b) If the owner does not make repairs within a reasonable time, the commission or its agents
may enter the property and make such repairs as are necessary to prevent demolition by
neglect. The costs of the work shall be charged to the owner, and may be levied by the
local unit as a special assessment against the property. The commission or its agents may
enter the property for purposes of this section upon obtaining an order from the circuit
court.
(12) When work has been done upon a resource without a permit, and the commission finds that the
work does not qualify for a certificate of appropriateness, the commission may require an
owner to restore the resource to the condition the resource was in before the inappropriate work
or to modify the work so that it qualifies for a certificate of appropriateness. If the owner does
not comply with the restoration or modification requirement within a reasonable time, the
commission may seek an order from the circuit court to require the owner to restore the
resource to its former condition or to modify the work so that it qualifies for a certificate of
appropriateness. If the owner dies not comply or cannot comply with the order of the court, the
commission or its agents may enter the property and conduct work necessary to restore the
resource to its former condition or modify the work so that it qualifies for a certificate of
appropriateness in accordance with the court’s order. The costs of the work shall be charged to
the owner, and may be levied by the local unit as a special assessment against the property.
When acting pursuant to an order of the circuit court, a commission or its agents may enter a
property for purposes of this section.
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History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1980, Act 125 Imd. Eff. May 21, 1980; - Am. 1986, Act 230, Imd. Eff. Oct. 1, 1986: - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd.
Eff. June 18, 1992

399.206 Grants, gifts and programs.
Sec. 6. The legislative body of a local unit may accept state or federal grants for historic purposes, may
participate in state and federal programs that benefit historic preservation, and may accept public or
private gifts for historic preservation purposes. The legislative body may make the historic district
commission, a standing committee, or other agency its duly appointed agent to accept and administer
grants, gifts, and program responsibilities.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.207 Historic resource; acquisition by local legislative body.
Sec. 7. If all efforts by the historic district commission to preserve a resource fail, or if it is determined
by the local legislative body that public ownership is most suitable, the local legislative body, if
considered to be in the public interest, may acquire the resource using public funds, public or private
gifts, grants, pr proceeds from the issuance of revenue bonds. The acquisition shall be based upon the
recommendation of the commission or standing committee. The commission or standing committee is
responsible for maintaining publicly owned resources using its own funds, if not specifically designated
for other purposes, or public funds committed for that use by the local legislative body. Upon
recommendation of the commission or standing committee, the local unit may sell resources acquired
under this section with protective easements included in the property transfer documents, if appropriate.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.208 County historic district commission; coordination with township and municipality.
Sec. 8. The jurisdiction of a county shall be the same as that provided in Act. No. 183 of the Public
Acts of 1943, as amended, being sections 125.201 to 125.232 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or as
otherwise provided by contract entered into between the county and a city, village or township. If a
county historic district commission is in existence, coordination between the county historic district
commission and township and municipality historic district commissions shall be maintained. The
overall historic preservation plans of cities, villages and townships shall be submitted to the county
historic district commission for review, and county plans submitted to cities, villages, and townships
having historic district commissions. Day-to-day activities of a commission shall not be reviewed
unless the activities affect resources of importance to another commission.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.209 Historic district commission; filings with delegated authority; duties of local public
officials, employees, and bureau of history.
Sec. 9 (1) The commission shall file certificates of appropriateness, notices to proceed, and denials
of applications for permits with the inspector of buildings or other delegated authority. A
permit shall not be issued until the commission has acted as prescribed by this act. If a permit
application is denied, the decision shall be binding on the inspector or other authority. A
denial shall be accompanied with a written explanation by the commission of the reasons for
that denial and, if appropriate, a notice that an application may be resubmitted for commission
review when suggested changes have been made. The denial shall also include notification of
the applicant’s rights of appeal to the state historic preservation review board and to the circuit
court. The failure of the commission to act within 60 calendar days after the date a complete
application is filed with the commission, unless an extension is agreed upon in writing by the
applicant and the commission, shall be considered to constitute approval.
(2) Local public officials and employees shall provide information and records to committees,
commissions, and standing committees, and shall meet with those bodies upon request to assist
with their activities.
(3) The bureau shall cooperate with and assist local units, committees, commissions, and standing
committees in carrying out the purposes of this act and may establish or approve standards,
guidelines, and procedures that encourage uniform administration of this act in this state but
that are not legally binding on any individual or other legal entity.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.210 Construction of act.
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Sec. 10. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent ordinary maintenance or repair of a resource
within a historic district, or to prevent work on any resource under a permit issued by the inspector of
buildings or other duly delegated authority before the ordinance was enacted.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.211 Appeal of decisions.
Sec. 11. Any citizen or duly organized historic preservation organization in the local unit, as well as
resource property owners, jointly or severally aggrieved by a decision of the historic district
commission may appeal the decision to the circuit court, except that a permit applicant aggrieved by a
decision rendered under section 5(1) may not appeal to the court without first exhausting the right to
appeal to the state historic preservation review board under section 5(2).
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970; - Am. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.212 Effect of act as to existing legislation and historical commissions.
Sec. 12. This act does not affect any previously enacted legislation pertaining to historical preservation
and does not affect historical commissions appointed by local governing bodies to foster historic
preservation. An existing local historical commission organized under Act. No. 213 of the Public Acts
of 1957, as amended, being sections 399.171 and 399.172 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, may be
designated as a historic district commission, if its membership and structure conform, or are revised to
conform, to the provisions of section 4.
History: 1970, Act 169, Imd. Eff. Aug. 3, 1970.

399.213 Powers and duties of historic district commission.
Sec. 13. The local legislative body may prescribe powers and duties of the historic district commission,
in addition to those prescribed in this act, that foster historic preservation activities, projects, and
programs in the local unit.
History: Add. 1986, Act 230, Imd. Eff. Oct. 1, 1986.

399.214 Local units; establishing, modifying, or eliminating historic districts; study committee;
considerations; review of applications within proposed historic district; emergency moratorium.
Sec. 14. (1) A local unit may at any time establish by ordinance additional historic districts,
including proposed districts previously considered and rejected, may modify boundaries of an
existing historic district, or may eliminate an existing historic district. Before establishing,
modifying, or eliminating a historic district, a historic district study committee appointed by
the legislative body of the local unit shall, except as provided in subsection (2), comply with
the procedures set forth in section 3 and shall consider any previously written committee
reports pertinent to the proposed action. To conduct these activities, local units may retain the
initial committee, establish a standing committee, or establish a committee to consider only
specific proposed districts and then be dissolved.
(2) If considering elimination of a historic district, a committee shall follow the procedures set
forth in section 3 for issuing a preliminary report, holding a public hearing, and issuing a
final report but with the intent of showing 1 or more of the following:
(i) The historic district has lost those physical characteristics that enabled establishment of
the district.
(ii) The historic district was not significant in the way previously defined.
(iii) The historic district was established pursuant to defective procedures.
(3) Upon receipt of substantial evidence showing the presence of historic, architectural,
archaeological, engineering or cultural significance of a proposed historic district, the
legislative body of a local unit may, at its discretion, adopt a resolution requiring that all
applications for permits within the proposed historic district be referred to the commission as
prescribed in sections 5 and 9. The commission shall review permit applications with the
same powers that would apply if the proposed historic district was an established historic
district. The review may continue in the proposed historic district for not more than 1 year, or
until such time as the local unit approves or rejects the establishment of the historic district by
ordinance, whichever occurs first.
(4) If the legislative body of a local unit determines that pending work will cause irreparable harm
to resources located within an established historic district or a proposed historic district, the
legislative body may by resolution declare an emergency moratorium of all such work for a
period not to exceed 6 months. The legislative body may extend the emergency moratorium
for an additional period not to exceed 6 months upon finding that the threat of irreparable
99

harm to resources is still present. Any pending permit application concerning a resource
subject to an emergency moratorium may be summarily denied.
History: Add. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.

399.215 Violation; fine; payment of costs.
Sec. 15. (1) A person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution, or agency
of government that violates this act is responsible for a civil violation and may be fined not
more than $5,000.00.
(2) A person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution, or agency of
government that violates this act may be ordered by the court to pay the costs to restore or
replicate a resource unlawfully constructed, added to, altered, repaired, moved, excavated, or
demolished.
History: Add. 1992, Act 96, Imd. Eff. June 18, 1992.
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Farmington Hills City Code
Chapter 15
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
Art. I. In General, §§ 15-1—15-25
Art. II Historical Districts and Historic District Commission §§ 15-26—15-60
Art. III Historical Commission, §§ 15-61—15-63
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 15-1—15-25 Reserved.
ARTICLE II. HISTORIC DISTICTS AND HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Sec. 15-26. Purpose
Pursuant to Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1970 (MCL
399.201 et seq., MSA 5.3407(1) et seq.), as amended, it is declared to be a public
necessity to safeguard the heritage of the city by preserving districts in the city which
reflect elements of the cultural, social, economic, political or architectural history; to
stabilize and improve property values in and adjacent to such districts; to promote
civic beautification of structures and lands within the historic districts for historic and
cultural preservation, to strengthen the local economy, to promote the use of historic
districts and local history for the education, pleasures and welfare of the citizens of the
city, state and nation.
(Code 1981, § 3.600)
Sec. 15-27. Rules of construction.
The following rules of construction apply to the text of this article:
(1)
The particular shall control the general.
(2)
In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of
this article and any caption, preamble or illustration, the text shall
control.
(3)
The term “building” or “structure” includes any part thereof.
(4)
Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, where a regulation
involves (2) two or more items, conditions, provisions or events
connected by the conjunction “and”, “or” or “either……or”, the
conjunction shall be interpreted as follows:
(a)
“And” indicates that all the connected items, conditions,
provisions or events shall apply.
(b)
“Or” indicates the connected items, conditions, provisions, or
events may apply singly or in any combination.
(c)
“Either…or” indicates that the connected items, conditions,
provisions or events shall apply singly but not in combination.
(5)
Terms not herein defined shall have the meaning customarily assigned
to them.
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Sec. 15-28. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:
Alteration means any excavation, new construction, reconstruction or exterior
modification, removal or addition of any exterior feature, including a change of an
exposed surface material.
Commission means the Historic District Commission.
Demolition means the act of pulling down or otherwise reducing a site or
structure to ruin.
Historic district means any area or areas created under this article for the
purpose of this article as a historic district. Such areas are not necessarily having
contiguous boundaries. The area included in a noncontiguous historic district shall be
the structure on the property and one hundred (100) feet therefrom or the property
boundary, whichever is less.
Historic Preservation means the protection, conservation, rehabilitation,
restoration or reconstruction of historic districts and the sites buildings, structures and
objects contained therein, through implementation of the provisions of this article.
Ordinary maintenance and repair means acts of repair and other acts to
prevent decline, deterioration, decay or damage of a structure without change of the
exterior appearance. The painting and repainting of a structure to a color other than
that present on March 9, 1981 shall be considered ordinary maintenance and repair.
Structure means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires
location on the ground or attachment to something having location on the ground.

Sec. 15-29 Historic Districts enumerated.
Historic districts within the city are hereby created, which districts shall
include the following described lands and the structures situated thereon:
Report
Number
Address
Tax I.D. Number
1
31110 Eleven Mile Road
23-14-353-008
2
35810 Thirteen Mile Road
23-05-400-016
3
24424 Farmington Road
23-22-351-014
4
26007 Power Road
23-15-376-028
5
39040 Nine Mile Road
23-30-300-023
6
30943 Halsted Road
23-06-277-001
7
22000 Haggerty Road
23-31-101-020
8
21024 Ontaga
23-36-478-005
9
25301 Halsted Road
23-19-226-007
10
28001 Ten Mile Road
23-25-204-016
11
35835 Thirteen Mile Road
23-08-200-013
12
26337 Drake Road
23-17-476-003
13
36500 Twelve Mile
23-08-376-017
14
30605 Inkster Road
23-12-227-022
15
28000 Grand River
23-36-404-015
16
26490 Drake Road
23-17-427-015
17
24105 Locust Drive
23-21-452-010
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18
19
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516

Heritage Park
35704 Nine Mile Road
26570 Drake Road
28325 Halsted Road
32100 Nine Mile Road
36671 Howard Road
26445 Drake Road
28804 Drake Road
36668 Howard Road
(Reserved for future use)
(Reserved for future use)
25770 Power Road
36218 Thirteen Mile Road
38201 W. Fourteen Mile Road
33742 Twelve Mile Road
36217 Thirteen Mile Road
32330 Twelve Mile Road
36400 Twelve Mile Road
29240 Spring Street
38285 Twelve Mile Road
36510 Twelve Mile Road
28320 Halsted Road
30155 Fourteen Mile Road
29655 Fourteen Mile Road
30435 Ten Mile Road
24705 Farmington Road
32200 Middlebelt Road
36130 Grand River Ave.
31620 Eleven Mile Road
26002 Farmington Road
27490 Spring Valley
Heritage Park
31109 Eleven Mile Road
31000 Drake Road
24300 Locust Drive (Marcus Burrowes House)
33203 Biddestone (Edward Moseman House)
24200 Farmington Road (Kirby White House)
28062 Danvers (Richard T. Cudmore House)
30500 Thirteen Mile Road (Glen Oaks)
27400 Twelve Mile Road (Sarah Fisher Home)
24915 Farmington Road (Spicer House)
30318 Glenmuer (Lewis Howard House)
35810 Eleven Mile Road (Frank Steele House)
31805 Bond (Edward Beals House)
29615 Green Acres (Model House-Oaklands Sub.)
30115 Ardmore (The Bach House)
26135 Holly Hill Drive (James Cain House)
31635 Allison Drive (Pasadena Bungalow)
Heritage Park
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23-21-401-001
23-29-453-010
23-17-427-014
23-07-427-076
23-34-202-002
23-17-177-004
23-17-401-035
23-09-104-037
23-17-176-005
23-36-404-012
23-22-401-006
23-05-454-017
23-06-200-003
23-09-479-015
23-08-201-009
23-10-378-011
23-08-451-020
23-12-301-001
23-18-200-001
23-08-376-015
23-08-351-008
23-02-201-002
23-02-226-011
23-26-129-016
23-21-401-005
23-01-101-078
23-20-400-007
23-15-478-047
23-15-351-026
23-25-427-023
23-21-401-001
23-23-101-004
23-04-151-002
23-21-401-002
23-15-302-004
23-22-353-026
23-12-453-024
23-02-376-001
23-12-476-003
23-21-401-004
23-03-151-001
23-17-476-018
23-03-456-046
23-03-476-030
23-03-405-036
23-15-479-029
23-15-478-045
23-21-401-001

518
519
520
900
910
920

29920 Ardmore (The Edward Chene House)
29915 Gladstone (The Gould House)
29921 Ardmore (The Archibald Jones House)
East Farmington Cemetery
West Farmington Cemetery
North Farmington Cemetery

23-03-430-022
23-03-430-031
23-03-410-035
23-12-378-005
23-17-101-001
23-03-301-002

The location of the various districts shall be clearly designed upon a map of the city
which is to be maintained in the city clerk’s office. Failure to have the property
designated shall not suspend the requirements of this article to any property within a
designated historic district.
Sec. 15-30. Notice of district designation.
Within thirty (30) days after any land has been designated under this article as a part of
a historic district, the city clerk shall cause a document to be recorded with the county
register of deeds describing such land and indicating that it has been included within a
historic district pursuant to the provisions of this article.
Sec. 15-31. Modification of historic districts.
(a)
Generally. The boundaries of the historic districts may be changed
from time to time to add or delete any area, site or structure. Such changes
shall be made by ordinance amendment adopted by the council upon
recommendation of the Historic District Commission.
(b)
Initial determination of resonableness. Upon receipt of a request to the
historic district commission from any person owning property in the city to add
any area, site or structure or to modify or delete any area, site or structure from
a historic district, the Historic District Commission, after making a
determination that there are reasonable grounds for such a request, shall make
an investigation to determine whether or not such request should be granted.
(c)
Investigation; report. As part of the modification investigation, the
Historic District Commissions shall conduct studies and research and make a
written report on the cultural, social, economic, political, architectural or
historical significance of the area, site or structure under consideration. The
report shall contain a specific recommendation as to action to be taken on the
request for modification.
(d)
Transmittal of report; public hearing; final recommendations. Copies
of the report shall be transmitted for review and recommendation to the
Planning Commission, the State Historical Commission and the State
Historical Advisory Council. Sixty (60) days after the transmittal, the Historic
District Commission shall hold a public hearing thereon after notice, which
shall include a written notice to the owners of all properties to be included in
such districts. The commission shall submit a final report with its
recommendations and those of the Planning Commission and a draft of a
proposed ordinance to the council.
(e)
Publication of public hearing notice. The notice required by subsection
(d) above shall be given by publication at least once in a newspaper having
general circulation within the city at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of
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the hearing, and by regular mail addressed to each owner at such addresses as
appear on the city assessment rolls, at least seven (7) days prior to the date of
the hearing.
(f)
Initiation by commission. The Historic District Commission may
initiate the modification procedures set out above on its own motion.
Sec. 15-32. Historic district commission -- Creation; members; vacancies;
compensation.
(a)
Creation. There is hereby created the city Historic District
Commission, which shall consist of seven (7) members who reside in the city.
Members shall be appointed by the mayor and approved by the council, for
terms of three (3) years; provided, that two (2) of the initial members shall be
appointed for one (1) year, two (2) members for two (2) years and three
members for three (3) years. Terms shall expire on December thirty-first of the
year of expiration. The first appointment shall be for terms of less than one
(1), two (2) or three (3) years, in order to expire on December thirty-first.
Members of the Historic District Commission shall be eligible for
reappointment.
(b)
Vacancy. A vacancy occurring in the membership of the Historic
District Commission f or any cause shall be filled by a person appointed by the
mayor and approved by the council for the duration of the unexpired term.
(c)
Special Membership requirements. At least two (2) members of the
Historic District Commission shall be appointed from a list of residents
submitted by a duly organized and existing preservation society or societies
located in the city, and at least one (1) member of the Historic District
Commission shall be an architect duly registered in the state if such person
reside in the city and is available for appointment.
(d)
Compensation. Members of the Historic District Commission shall
serve with such compensation as may be provided by the resolution of the
council.
Sec. 15-33. Same--General rules of procedure.
(a)
Officers. The Historic District Commission shall elect from its
membership a chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary, whose terms of
office shall be fixed by the commission.
(b)
Chairperson. The chairperson shall preside over the Historic District
Commission and have the right to vote.
(c)
Vice-chairperson. The vice-chairperson shall, in the case of absence or
disability of the chairperson, perform the duties of the chairperson.
(d)
Secretary. The secretary shall keep a record of all resolutions,
proceedings and actions of the Historic District Commissions and report
regularly to the council, with copies to the planning commission.
(e)
Quorum. At least four (4) members of the Historic District
Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
(f)
Affirmative votes. The affirmative vote of four (4) members of the
Historic District Commission shall be required for the approval or disapproval
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of plans before it for review, or for the adoption of any resolution, motion or
other action by the commission.
(g)
Public record. The Historic District Commission shall keep a record,
which shall be open to the public view, of its resolutions, proceedings and
actions.
(h)
Annual report. The Historic District Commission shall submit an
annual report of its activities to the City Council and city Planning
Commission, and shall submit such special reports as requested by the Council.
(i)
Adoption of rules. The Historic District Commission shall adopt rules
for the transaction of its meetings of its business which shall provide for the
time and place of its regular meetings.
(j)
Open meetings. All meetings of the Historic District Commission shall
be open to the public, and any person or his duly constituted representative
shall be entitled to appear and be heard on any matter applicable to the
business at hand before the commission can make a decision.
(k)
Special meetings. The Historic District Commission shall provide for
the calling of special meetings by the chairperson or at least two (2) members
of the commission. All members of the commission shall receive written
notification in advance of each special meeting.
(l)
Notice of meetings. Notices of all meetings, including an agenda of
matters to be considered, shall be transmitted to the Council, the City Planning
Commission and any historical societies in the city on record in the city clerk’s
office.
Sec. 15-34. Same -- Duties, powers, restraints.
Except as otherwise provided, the Historic District Commission shall have the duties
of administering and implementing the provisions of this article. This responsibility
shall include the following duties and powers:
(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

The commission shall have the duty to investigate and report on
requests for modification of historic districts as provided in this article.
The commission shall have the duty to review and approve
applications, including proposals and plans, for construction, alteration,
repair or demolition in historic districts as more fully set forth in
section 15-35 below.
The commission shall have the authority to request periodic inspections
of all designated historic districts by the director of public services or
his or her representative for violations of this article.
The commission shall have the duty to maintain a current listing of
historic districts and a brief statement of the significance of each.
The commission shall have the authority to initiate modification
procedures set out in this article on its own motion.
The commission shall have the authority to request enforcement of this
article by the appropriate city officers.
The commission shall have the authority to call on experts to aid it in
its deliberations within the limits of its budget, or upon the approval of
the council.
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(8)

(9)

In cases where there is imminent danger of the loss or irreparable
alteration of a site or structure protected by this article, the commission
shall have the authority to request the city to seek such injunctive relief
as it deems necessary to preserve the site or structure.
The commission shall have such other powers as are reasonable and
necessary for the efficient administration and implementation of this
article.

Sec. 15-35. Work affecting exterior appearance of structures; permission
required; review procedure.
(a)
Requests for permission. Before construction, alteration, repair,
moving or demolition affecting the exterior appearance of a structure or the
construction of a new structure or part thereof within a historic district, the person
proposing to take such action shall apply for and obtain permission to do so from the
historic district commission.
(b)
Application. The application shall be on a form as prescribed by the
city clerk. No fee shall be charged for the review and decision by the commission of
any application. The application shall consist of two (2) parts;
(1)

A written proposal of the action for which the commission approval is
sought with an explanation of the reason for the requested action; and
(2)
Plans and drawings sufficient to clearly illustrate the proposed actions
and depicting the structure in question and its relation to adjacent
structures.
The application shall be submitted to the city clerk before obtaining a building permit.
(c)
Transmittal of application to commission; building division
certification. The application shall be transmitted to the building division and to the
Historic District Commission immediately after filing with the city clerk. No
construction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition shall take place, nor a permit
issued therefor, until the building division has certified to the commission that the
plans and drawings meet the requirements of all applicable ordinances and regulations
and the commission has acted on the application, as hereinafter provided.
(d)
Criteria for determination. The Historic District Commission shall
review such applications giving specific consideration to the proposed action and
proposed plans in light of the following criteria so that the decision will be consistent
with the objectives set forth in this article:
(1)
The historical or architectural value and significance of the structure
and its relationship to the historical value of the surrounding area;
(2)
The relationship of the exterior architectural features of the structure to
the rest of the structure and of the surrounding areas;
(3)
The general compatibility of the exterior design, arrangement, texture,
and materials to be proposed to be used;
(4)
Those features of the particular structure identified in the report of the
ad hoc historic districts study committee of the Historic District
Commission which supported its recommendation of the site or
structure for inclusion within a historic district.
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(e)
Guidelines for construction, restoration, etc. Any and all construction,
restoration, alteration, modification, maintenance, repair or rehabilitation of the
exterior of any house and/or structure or a part thereof in a historic district shall
be done in accordance with the following guidelines:
(1)
Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use of a
property which requires minimal alteration of the structure or site.
(2)
The distinguishing original qualities or character of a structure or site
shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic
material or distinctive features shall be avoided.
(3)
All buildings shall be recognized as products of their own time.
Alterations that have no historical basis and which seek to create an
earlier appearance shall be discouraged.
(4)
Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence
of the history and development of a building and its environment.
These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and
this significance should be recognized and respected.
(5)
Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
characterizes a building shall be treated with sensitivity.
(6)
Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced
whenever possible. If replacement is needed, the new material should
match the material being replaced in color, composition, texture, design
and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing features
should be based on accurate duplication of features or pictorial
evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of
different architectural elements from other sources.
(7)
The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest
means possible. Sandblasting and other methods that damage the
building materials shall not be undertaken.
(8)
Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties
will not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not
destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural material and such
design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character
of the property or neighborhood.
(9)
Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be
done in such manner that if such additions or alterations were to be
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the structure
would be unimpaired.
(10) The Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards for Rehabilitation” as
presently promulgated in the Code of Federal Regulations or as they
may be amended in the future. Copies of said “Standard of
Rehabilitation” shall be maintained in the office of the city clerk and
the Community Development Department, and shall be subject to an
examination by the public during normal business hours.
(f)
Decision of commission. Upon its review, the commission shall
first approve the proposal and secondly approve the plans if, in its judgement,
the criteria enumerated above are not adversely affected by the request. The
commission may approve the proposal but reject the specific plans if it
determines the plans are detrimental to the values embodied in the criteria. In
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that event, the applicant may submit revised, amended or new plans for the
commission’s review and approval. Denial of any application shall be based
only on the considerations set forth the subsections (d) and (e).
(g)
Review limited to exterior features. The commission shall pass
only on exterior features of a structure and shall not consider interior
arrangements or use of the structure.
(h)
Grounds for approving application. In addition to approval of
an application pursuant to subsection (e) above, an application for repair or
alteration affecting the exterior appearance of a structure within a historic
district or for its moving or demolition shall be approved by the commission if
any of the following conditions prevail, and if, in the opinion of the
commission, the proposed changes will materially improve or correct these
conditions;
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

The structure constitutes a hazard to the safety of the public or
occupants.
The structure is a deterrent to a major improvement program
which will be of substantial benefit to the community.
Retention of the structure would cause undue financial hardship
to the owner.
Retention of the structure would not be in the interest of the
majority of the community.

(i)
Filing of certificate of approval or rejection. After due consideration,
the commission shall file with the building division its certificate of approval or
rejection of the application submitted to it for review. Such certificate shall be signed
by the chairperson or secretary of the commission. The commission, in issuing its
certificate, shall state the reasons and grounds for its action in its minutes and on the
face of its certificate.
(j)
Compliance with approved plan. After a certificate of approval has
been issued and the building or demolition permit granted to the applicant, the
building division shall take such action as is necessary to require compliance with the
approved building plan.
(k)
Certificate of rejection; no permits issue; resubmittal after modification
of plan. A certificate of rejection shall be binding upon the building division and no
permit shall be issued in such case. In the case of rejection, either before or after a
rejection the commission shall endeavor to work out a feasible plan for preservation
with the applicant and may give suggestions regarding changes in the application it
deems desirable to the applicant. The applicant may make modifications to his or her
plans and shall have the right to resubmit his or her application at any time after doing
so.
(l)
Failure of the commission to act. The failure of the commission to act
within a maximum of sixty (60) days after the date of application filed with it, unless
an extension is agreed upon mutually by the applicant and the commission, shall be
deemed to constitute approval.
(m)
Plan for preservation of structures. In case of an application for repair
or alteration affecting the exterior appearance of a structure or for moving or
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demolition of a structure which the commission deems so valuable to the city, state, or
nation, that the loss thereof will adversely affect the public purpose of the city, state or
nation, the commission shall endeavor to work out with the owner an economically
feasible plan for preservation of the structure.
(n)
Demolition or moving of structures. It shall be the public policy of this
city to discourage the demolition, demolition by neglect or moving of structures within
a historic district which are of historic or architectural value.
(o)
Hazardous structures. If any structure within a historic district has
deteriorated to the extent that the building division believes the structure should be
demolished under article VIII of Chapter 7, proceedings under such article may be
commenced. Not less than fifteen (15) days notice of the hearing to be held by the
council on the determination that the building is unsafe, shall be given to the historic
district commission by the building division. The commission shall be deemed to be
an interested party for the purpose of the hearing before the council and may make
recommendation to the council concerning the architectural and historical value of the
structure to be considered.
Sec. 15-36. Gifts, funding.
(a)
State and federal grants. The Historic District Commission shall have
the power to accept and administer gifts, grants, or bequests for historic restoration
purposes from the state or federal government.
(b)
Public and private gifts. The Historic District Commission shall have
the power to accept and administer public and private gifts, grants or bequest for the
historical purposes.
(c)
Administration of funds. The city finance director/treasurer shall hold
the funds as trustee of the Historic District Commission for all gifts, grants and
bequests. Authorized expenditures shall be certified to the finance director/treasurer
by the secretary or other officer designated by the commission. The commission shall
annually report to the council any money it receives or expends. As to all funds to be
made available by the council, the Historic District Commission shall annually submit
a budget as a commission of the city.
(d)
Titles to real property. Notwithstanding anything herein to the
contrary, the title to all real property accepted and administered by the Historic District
Commission shall be received and held in the name of the city.
Sec. 15-37. Acquisition of historic property.
If all efforts by the Historic District Commission to preserve a historic
structure fail, or if it is determined by the commission that public ownership is most
suitable, the council may acquire property, if deemed to be in the public interest, using
public funds, gifts for historical purpose, grants from the state or federal government
for acquisition of historic properties, or proceeds from revenue bonds issued for
historical purposes. Such acquisition shall be based on the written recommendation of
the Historic District Commission. The commission shall maintain publicly owned
historic structures using its own funds, if not specifically earmarked for other
purposes, or those public funds committed for this use by the council.
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Sec. 15-38. Ordinary maintenance and repair.
(a)
Nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent ordinary
maintenance and repair of any structure within a historic district; nor to prevent
construction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition of any structure under permit
issued by the building division prior to March 9, 1981.
(b)
A structure in any historic district shall be maintained by the owner or
person in control thereof so as to prevent deterioration of exterior wall of vertical
support, roofs, or horizontal members, exterior chimneys, exterior plaster or mortar,
any documented exterior architectural feature, and to prevent deterioration by the
weather due to the inadequate weatherproofing of exterior walls, roofs and
foundations, including the necessity or replacing broken windows and doors.
Sec. 15-39. Appeals.
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Historic District Commission shall
have the right to appeal the decision to the Circuit Court for Oakland County, provided
a claim of appeal is brought within twenty-one (21) days after the meeting in which
the final decision is rendered.
Sec. 15-40. Enforcing agency.
The community development division shall be charged with the enforcement
provisions of this article. Authorized representatives of that department are thereby
designated as ordinance enforcement officers for purposes of this article with the
powers set forth in section 1-13.
(Code 1981, § 3.614)
Sec. 15-41. Determining property values.
The city assessor, to the extent permitted by state law, shall not consider the
designation of a historic district in determining the true cash value of the property for
assessment purposes.
Sec. 15-42 --15-60. Reserved.
National Register Criteria for Evaluation of a Potential Historic Site
National Register criteria define the scope and nature of historic and archeological
properties that are considered for listing in the National Register of Historic Properties.
The local review of potential historic sites utilizes similar standards.
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
and:
A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history; or
B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
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C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to
prehistory or history.
The criteria are broad in order to provide an analytical framework that can encompass
the diversity of historic resources across the nation. The physical environment that
people create for themselves in various periods of history is based upon needs,
technologies, attitudes, and assumptions, all of which taken together shape a
community’s or a State’s historic character or identity. Historical significance is based
on a property’s capacity to convey some aspect of that character of identity from a
specific period of our history. Whether or not a property can convey this depends
upon its physical integrity. It is also important to remember that historical significance
is not limited to properties associated with the most important figures in the local
history or the finest examples of high style architecture. A wide variety of properties
ranging form the simple to the complex, can serve as tangible evidence of a
community’s cultural heritage and historic identity.
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