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City of Farmington Hills Pursues HEARTSafe Community

Designation to Strengthen Emergency Preparedness
Community members are asked to register AEDs to help create citywide device directory

FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich. (Oct. 2, 2025) — In an effort to further enhance community health
and safety, the City of Farmington Hills and the Farmington Hills Fire Department are pursuing
a HEARTSafe Community designation through the Citizen CPR Foundation. This designation
recognizes communities that demonstrate a strong commitment to improving survival rates for
cardiac emergencies through public education, training and access to lifesaving equipment.

“Every second counts in a cardiac emergency and the Farmington Hills Fire Department is
working to ensure the best possible outcome for patients in the community,” said Farmington
Hills Fire Chief Jon Unruh. “For the past 30 years, the Farmington Hills Fire Department has
been proactively training community members in CPR so they’re empowered to act during an
emergency while waiting for first responders to arrive. Applying for the HEARTSafe Community
designation reflects the City’s commitment to being a resilient and caring community.”

As part of the initiative, the City is asking community members, businesses and
organizations to register Automated External Defibrillators (AED) on PulsePoint AED, an app
that helps build a map of AED devices across the City with community support. Once community
members register an AED, the Farmington Hills Fire Department will confirm the location to
verify it in the app. Farmington Hills dispatchers can use data from the app to inform 911 callers
of the nearest AED, which could save critical seconds during bystander intervention.

Bystander intervention is essential to survival during sudden cardiac arrest. Chest compressions
and AED use greatly improve chances of surviving cardiac arrest. According to the American
Heart Association, more than 350-thousand cardiac arrests occur outside of the hospital each
year. Bystander intervention can double, or even triple, a person’s chance of survival if CPR is
administered immediately after cardiac arrest.

The Farmington Hills Fire Department will continue to offer American Heart Association
Heartsaver classes that teach CPR, AED and first aid skills to the community. Through this
training, participants learn to recognize signs of cardiac arrest and the actions to take while
awaiting first responder arrival. These courses are held several times throughout the year and
are open to participants ages 12 and up for a nominal fee. Private group sessions are also
available.

For more information about the Farmington Hills Fire Department, visit www.fhgov.com/fire or
call 248-871-2800. To sign up for a community CPR class or request a private class, email
FDEvents@fhgov.com
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About the City of Farmington Hills

The City of Farmington Hills is a place where everyone is welcome. Founded in 1973, it is one of the largest
communities in Oakland County. Farmington Hills is home to more than 83,000 residents who speak more than 60
languages, and more than 75 Fortune 500 businesses, including multinational corporations like Nissan and Bosch. The
City is routinely recognized as one of the safest cities of its size and is known for its extensive amenities, including
over 600 acres of parks, 90 athletic fields, six miles of hiking and walking trails, the Farmington Hills Golf Club, and
an Ice Arena. Farmington Hills is also home to The Hawk, an award-winning, approximately 270,000-square-foot
recreation and arts venue, which includes The Hawk Theatre and The Hawk Makerspace. For more information, visit
www.fhgov.com.
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Note for reporters: Although the Cities of Farmington Hills and Farmington share similar names and are both
communities in Oakland County, they are two distinct and separate cities. Farmington Hills is the larger of the
two, both in population and size. Farmington is a historic city with its own unique governance and community.
Please be sure to differentiate between the two cities in your reporting to avoid confusion.
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