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and 7.02f, starting with the July 2016 2026 levy, the City may 

levy an annual ad valorem tax not exceeding .14764% (1.4764 

mills) of the state equalized value of all real and personal 

property subject to taxation in the City.  The levy shall be used 

only for purposes of fire and police staffing and equipment to 

improve the public safety function of the fire and police 

departments of the city. This section shall be effective for a 

period of 10 (ten) years commencing July 1, 20162026, and 

expiring on June 30, 20262036. 

 

3) The City Clerk is hereby directed to post and publish the proposed City Charter 

amendment set forth in Section 2 of this Resolution in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the City in the manner prescribed by law, and to do all other 

things necessary to provide for the submission of the ballot proposal set forth 

in Section 1 of this Resolution to the electors on the ballot for the November 4, 

2025, regular election. 

 

AYES: 

NAYES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTENTIONS: 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED _____________, 2025. 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

    )ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington 

Hills, County of Oakland, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 

true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of 

Farmington Hills at a regular meeting held on _____________, 2025, the original of 

which resolution is on file in my office. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this _____ day 

of ___________, 2025. 

 

      _________________________________________ 

      CARLY LINDAHL, City Clerk 

      City of Farmington Hills 
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MOTION by Vagnozzi, support by Grant, that City Council berehy approves of the schedule for a

proposed initial meeting of the citizens committee to meet with Detroit Edison on Monday, August

28, 1995.

I

Motion carried 7-0.

b. CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION TO ACCEI'T 1.7 ACRES OF PROPERTY

LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF MIDDLEBELT ROAD AND GRAND RIVER

AVENUE FROM ENTERPRISE CAR RENTAL: CMR 8- 95- 141:

Planning Director Countegan reported that Enterprise Rent- A- Car is presently converting the existing Farmington

Hills Chrysler Plymouth dealership for its use at 29301 Grand River Avenue. Mr. Michael Kane, Vice

President/ General Manager of Enterprise, is proposing to convey to the City, as a gift, property ( approximately 1. 7

acres) located at the southeast corner of Middlehelt Road and Grand River Avenue for the reasons enumerated in

his letter of August 2, 1995, to the City Manager. A copy of this letter was enclosed in Council' s packet of

information. The staff is recommending the acceptance of this property since it provides an excellent access to the

Rouge River as well as an opportunity to preserve a wooded area. It will also complement the parcel accepted hy

the City two years ago on the west side of Middlehelt known as the Fordon property.

MOTION by Bates, support by Vagnozzi, that City Council hereby agrees to accept as a gift approximately

1. 7 acres of vacant land within Supervisor' s Subdivision No. 2 owned by Chrysler Realty Corporation and

offered by Michael Kane of Enterprise Rent- A- Car, in accordance with City Manager Report dated August

14, 1995 ( CMR 8- 95- 141).

IMayor Pro- Tern Sever inquired if Enterprise was willing to cooperate with the City on the Grand River

Improvement Project.

Mark Ernest, representative from Enterprise, indicated that they were aware of the project aIld are willing to

cooperate in supporting this project.

Motion carried 7-0.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSION:

h, RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF PURCHASING POLICY FOR CONCESSION GOODS FOR

THE ARENA PRO SIIOP AND CONCESSIONS: CMR 8- 95- 152:

Assistant City Manager Call reminded Council that the Ice Arena will he operating retail sales outlets; namely the

concession stand and pro shop. The proposed plan is to have the concession stand in operation' t the opening of

the Ice Arena on Septemher 1st with the pro shop to open shortly thereafter. However, each of these operations will

need to purchase inventory stock to sell over the counter to the general puhlic. Since multiple vendors will he used,

it was felt that the use of blanket purchase orders would he appropriate in allowing the Arena slaff to maintain a

continuous inventory for retail purposes. Also, with these types of operations it is not always possihle to follow

the hidding process. However, purchasing procedures will he followed whenever it is possihle. TI,erefore, the staff

is looking for some flexihility in purchasing from these multiple vendors to keep display areas and the retail sales

shops well supplied.

For further clarification, Mr. Lasley expanded on how the purchasing policy would he used with the multiple

vendors. He gave several exampl~ to illustrate his point. I
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Councilmember Grant expressed concern over the decentralization of the city' s purchases and waiver from the

purchasing policy.

Mr. Lasley again explained the need for flexibility with these retail operations since the purchases would be for a

specific clientele and the low bid process will not always be feasible. The products purchased must be ones that will

sell and these may only be available from one vendor.

Arena Manager Nelson cited several examples of purchases to further illustrate the need for the flexibility in

purchasing specific products from multiple vendors.

Mr. Lasley reminded Council that a professional retail person will be hired who will have the product knowledge

to know what should or should not be purchased. He reminded Council that the bidding process will be used

whenever possible such as for some of the more common items like hockey pucks, strings for skates, water bottles,

etc. He noted that some flexibility will be necessary if these operations are to be run like a business. He suggested
that, if the Council so desired, a progress report could be given to them in six months or a year on the sales issues.

Mayor Smith inquired if there would be some type of inventory control on the merchandise. She was particularly
concerned with theft. Mr. Nelson stated that they will be exercising certain security precautions such as locked

showcases and merchandise in a controIled access area.

Councilmember Vagnozzi expressed his concern over waiving the normal bidding procedures and would like to see

it used and as much of the bidding process preserved as possible after the initial stocking of merchandise is

completed. Mr. Lasley assured him that the bidding process would be used whenever possible, but, again, it was

not always feasible on certain merchandise. Mr. Nelson assured Council that it was their intent to stock only

merchandise that will seIl fairly quickly. He explained that one of the biggest problems is in the area of

specifications and cited several examples of different products to illustrate his point.

Councilmember Vagnozzi suggested that Council be given a progress report on these operations after four months.

Mr. Lasley agreed to this request.

Councilmember Sever expressed concern over the purchasing process. He wanted assurance that some type of

control would be exercised to avoid one person having the ability to make decisions that could involve expenditures
of $100, 000 to $200, 000. Mr. Lasley explained how they are currently advertising for a buyer position with retail

experience to assist him in his purchasing duties. Mr. Nelson added that there will be at least three signatures

required on purchase orders as weIl as other additional controls.

Councilmember Bates commented she was comfortable with the proposal since these orders will be reviewed by a

number of persons prior to the actual purchases.

MOTION by Sever, support by Grant, that City Council hereby approves of establishing a flexible

purchasing system which would all ow the Ice Arena management the ability to deal with multiple vendors

in the supplying of marketable goods within the pro shop and concession stand operations without going

through the normal bidding procedures on orders exceeding $ 3, 000 doIlars. When practical, quotations and

bids will be solicited. This waiver will only be for items that are sold through the concession stand and pro

shop.

ROLL CALL VOTE Yeas:

Nays:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Oliverio, Sever, Smith and Vagnozzi.
None.

None.

None.
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Motion carried HJ. I
CITY MANAGER REPORTS - CONT' D:

c, CONSIDER AnON OF APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR GRAND RIVER IMPROVEMENT

PROJECT TO CADILLAC ASPHALT IN TilE AMOUNT OF $350. 665. 25. CMR 8- 95- 151:

Some discussion was held on Cadillac Asphalt' s previous performance on the Eleven Mile Road project. Mr. Call

explained that for this project, a letter and telephone call from the City Manager were necessary to get the contractor

to expedite the clean- up. He added that concern was expressed when the bids were opened for tbis project for that

reason. As he understands it, however, the president of Cadillac Asphalt has indicated they will work on this project

improvement continuously and will follow the clean- up closely.

Mayor Smith suggested that the contractor be made aware of the fact that the Council will be watching this project

very closely and that any future awards may be subject to the job performance for this project.

Councilmember Sever suggested that Council require the president of the Company to give the City a letter of

commitment relative to this projlXt and make the bid award contingent upon receiving this communication ~ fore

awarding the bid. He also suggested that this procedure be followed in the future should staff encounter similar

problems with other contractors.

MOTION by Sever, support by GrADt, that City Council hereby approves the award of bid for the Grand

River Improvement Project to Cadillac Asphalt, in the amount of $350, 665. 25, subject to the submission

of a letter from the President of Cadillac Asphalt to City Manager, William Costick, outlining its

Icommitment to successfully compl<le the Grand River project on time; and

FURTHER RESOL YES, that the City Manager and City Clerk be authorized to execute the contract on

behalf of the City; and

FURTHER RESOL YES, that the City Council approve the revised project budg<l as described in City

Manager' s Report 8- 95- 151, daled August 14, 1995.

Mr. Call highlighted the changes in the proposed 1995/ 96 Grand River Improvements budget recommendations. The

changes included additional funding from MOOT ($ 20, 000 to $ 100,(00), General Fuod Fund Balance ($ 100, 00),

and an increase in the Community Development Block GrADt program revenues ($ 222, 000 to $ 297,(00). Other

changes were due to some of the proposed expenditures exceeding the estimated amounts. The total budget now

being proposed is $ 676, 000 from the estimated budget of $399, 000,

Mr. Countegan added that it was important to nole that the budget of $399, 000 was a financial analysis based on

the funds available at that time and did not include any engineering estimates or construction plans. which have since

been completed.

Motion carried 7-fJ.

d. CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION TO ACOUlRE 7 ACRES OF PROPERTY

WHICH ABUTS THE NORTH PROPERTY LINE OF FOUNDERS SPORTS PARK. CMR 8- 95- 147:

Assistant City Manager Call stated that Council has the City Manager' s report that outlines the proposal to acquire

7 acres of property which abuts the nnrth property line of lhe Founders Sports Park. As Council is aware,

negotiations with Mr. Ashley have been ongoing over the last couple of years. Mr. Ashley has now agreed to sell

the City this property for $ 30, OOO/ acre or the entire 7 acres for $210, 000. He pointed out that. 1l monies for land
I
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acquisition and development purposes in the current park millage program have already been expended. Therefore,

it is proposed that the City move forward with this acquisition but for the present time utilize Sanitary Sewer

Interceptor Funds for this purpose. It was Mr. Costick' s feeling that at some future date, perhaps with the renewal

of the park millage, this property could officially be added to the park by purchase from the sewer system fund.

The City Manager is recommending that this property be purchased subject only to a clean opinion from a Phase

I Environmental Survey.

MOTION by Oliverio, support by Sever, that City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to proceed
with the acquisition of the westerly 7 acres of the Woodrow Ashley property subject only to finding no

problems after the Phase I Environmental Survey.

Motion carried 7-0.

e. CONSIDERATION OF APPROV AL OF RESOLUTION APPROVING EXCESS LAND

ACOUISITION THROUGH THE DNR. CMR 8- 95- 140

Assistant City Manager Brock explained that the City is desirous of acquiring three parcels of land from the

Department of Natural Resources which are in their surplus property funds. The first property is located in the

Westbrooke Center Subdivision at Orchard Lake and Thirteen Mile Roads. This site is vacant and totally

nonconforming.

The second property is located in the Waddell- Wilcox- Rymal Company' s Kemberton Park Subdivision at Nine Mile

and Middlebelt Roads. This parcel abuts a huge drain and would be valuable to the City as an access to the drainage

system in this area.

The third property has the Rouge River meandering through it and is located at Nine Mile and Freedom Roads. This

parcel would also be valuable to the City for drainage purposes.

Each of these properties can be acquired for the $ 75 processing fee and staff is recommending that these parcels
be acquired for the City.

MOTION by Grant, support by Oliverio, that City Council hereby adopts the following Resolution

approving excess land acquisition through the Department of Natural Resources.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Act 223, P. A. 1909. as last amended by Act 196, P. A. 1970 provides for the conveyance of State-

owned tax- reverted lands to municipal units for public purposes; and

WHEREAS, such lands are under the jurisdiction of the State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources,

and are available for acquisition under the provisions of the above mentioned act as identified on

the attached list ( City Manager' s Report 8- 95- 140); and

WHEREAS, the City of Farmington Hills desires to acquire such lands for the purposes of public drain

improvements and zoning enforcement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Farmington Hills is authorized to make application
to the State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources, Real Estate Division for the conveyance of said lands

to the City of Farmington Hills for a nominal fee as set by the Natural Resources Commission; and
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FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Farmington Hills shall set up necessary procedures and controls

to provide for the proper distribution of funds arising from the subsequent sale of the acquired property in

conformity with the above mentioned acts.'

I

CONSENT AGENDA:

a. RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN ITALIO AMERICAN

CONDOMINIUM
CORP.. 

AND THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS FOR WATER AND

SEWER PAYBACK ( FIRE STATION #Il CMR 8- 95- 144:

MOTION by Grant, support by Oliverio, that City Council hereby approves the agreement between ltalo

American Condominium Corporation and the City of Farmington Hills that will effectuate the payback

amounts owed to the City by ltalo American for Fire Station # 1, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement on behalf

of the City.

ROLL CALL VOTE Yeas:

Nays:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Oliverio, Sever, Smith and Vagnoui.
None.

None.

None.

IMotion carried 7-{).

b. RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR BRITTANY REHABILITATION

PROJECT TO THOMPSON MCCULLY IN TilE AMOUNT OF $ 76. 104. 42. CMR 8- 95- 154:

MOTION by Grant, support by Oliverio, that City Council hereby approves the award of bid for the

Brittany Road Rehabilitation to Thompson McCully in the amount of $76, 104. 42; and

FURTHER RESOLVE, that the City Manager and City Clerk be authorized to execute the contract on

behalf of the City.

ROLL CALL VOTE Yeas:

Nays:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Oliverio, Sever, Smith and ' 1agnozzi.
None.

None.

None.

Motion carried 7-{).

c. RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF 1995 SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM TO

LAROCCA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $ 91.074. 00. CMR 8- 95- 155.

MOTION by Grant, support by Oliverio, that City Council hereby approves the award of bid for the 1995

Sidewalk Program to laRocca Construction Company in the amount of $91, 074. 00; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager and City Clerk be authorized to execute the contract on

behalf of the City. I
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ROLL CALL VOTE Yeas:

Nays:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Motion carried 7-0.

Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Oliverio, Sever, Smith and Vagnozzi.
None.

None.

None.

d. RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR FIRE FIGHTING EOUIPMENT TO

APOLLO FIRE EOUIPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $8.267 AND TO TIME EMERGENCY

EOUIPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $4.991. 80. CMR 8- 95- 148:

MOTION by Grant, support by Oliverio, that City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to issue

the following purchase orders for fire fighting equipment:

To Apollo Fire Equipment for turnout coats, turnout pants and 1.75" hose for a total of

8, 267. 00.

To Time Emergency Equipment for 4" fire hose and spider straps for a total of $4, 991.80.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR DPW SERVICES FOR THE ASPHALT

SIDEWALK PROGRAM TO JAMES P. CONTRACTING IN THE AMOUNT OF $ 74. 678. 80:

ASPHALT REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT PROGRAM TO THOMPSON MCCULLY IN THE

AMOUNT OF $81. 848. 40: JOINT AND CRACK SEALING PROGRAM TO MICHIGAN JOINT IN

THE AMOUNT OF $ 121.983. 46: AND THE RAISED REFLECTORS PROGRAM TO P.K.

CONTRACTING IN THE AMOUNT OF $ 14. 658. 25. CMR 8- 95- 149:

ROLL CALL VOTE Yeas:

Nays:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Motion carried 7-0.

e.

tt

Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Oliverio, Sever, Smith and Vagnozzi.
None.

None.

None.

MOTION by Grant, support by Oliverio, that the City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to

approve the following contracts and contract amounts for the services listed:

COMPANY

James P. Contracting

TOTAL BID

74, 678. 80

SERVICE

Asphalt Sidewalk Prgm
Asphalt Removal &

Replacement Prgm
Joint & Crack Sealing

Program
Raised Reflectors Prgm

Thompson McCully 81, 848.40

Michigan Joint

P. K. Contracting

121, 983.46

14, 658. 25

ROLL CALL VOTE Yeas:

Nays:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Motion carried 7-0.

Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Oliverio, Sever, Smith and Vagnozzi.
None.

None.

None.





















































CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DATE: April 14, 2025 

DEPT: City Manager’s Office 

RE:  Use of City Facilities Policy – Signature Gathering 
____________________________________________________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• City Council has discussed this item several times over the last 6 months. Attached
are several documents that include the most current version of the Use of City
Facilities Policy, City Attorney memo, meeting minutes, policies from other
communities, etc. to assist City Council in its discussion on this topic.

Prepared by: Gary Mekjian. City Manager 
Reviewed by: Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
Approved by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 
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I. Purpose and Objective. 

The City of Farmington Hills’ facilities include community rooms, parks, parking lots, 
recreation areas, banquet facilities and other government buildings and facilities. The 
intent of this Policy is to establish uniform procedures for the use of City facilities, to 
provide sufficient forums for gathering and expression of speech, to identify the purposes 
of City facilities, to ensure the efficient uninterrupted administration of the City 
government and City facilities and their premises, and to ensure the enjoyment of City 
facilities by all users. To the extent that this Policy regulates First Amendment activity, it 
is not the intent of this Policy to allow uniformity of expressive conduct at all locations, or 
within all areas of a specific location. Any attempt to limit the use of a forum is not 
intended to silence speech or engage in prohibiting expressive conduct based upon its 
content. 

II. Definitions. As used in this Policy, the following terms are intended to have the following 
specified meanings: 

A. Facility Manager. The Facility Manager shall be the department responsible for 
processing applications and enforcing this Policy in relation to any City facility, as 
identified in Section VII of this Policy. The term shall include any specific 
individual(s), including but not limited to an on-site facility manager, designated 
by the department as the City’s or facility’s contact person for matters relating to 
the facility rental including but not limited to cancellations and special requests 
identified in this Policy as requiring the Facility Manager’s permission. 

B. Limited Public Forum. Any City facility, City-owned property, or portion thereof that 
is not within the definition of a Traditional Public Forum, but which has been 
expressly designated in this Policy as a Limited Public Forum for specific purposes 
identified in this Policy. It is the intent of this Policy that, where a portion of a 
facility or property is designated as a Limited Public Forum, that designation shall 
be narrowly-construed as applying only to the identified portion of the facility or 
property, and is not intended to transform the property as a whole or any other 
portion of the facility or its premises (e.g. common hallways, lobbies, and sidewalks 
and parking lots that are not part of the City’s general transportation network) into 
either a limited or Traditional Public Forum. 

C. Non-Public Forum. Any City facility, City-owned property, or portion thereof that is 
not within the definition of a Traditional Public Forum, and which has not expressly 
been designated in this Policy as a Limited Public Forum. It is the intent of this 
Policy that Non-Public Forums are not to be the site of any activity or use by non-
City individuals or entities for purposes unrelated to the purpose for which the 
facility or property exists. To the extent that this Policy and/or City Ordinances 
regulate First Amendment activity in Non-Public Forums, such regulations are 
intended as reasonable regulations to promote the efficient and undisturbed use 
of the forum for its intended purpose. 
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D. User Representative. The person who is identified in a facility’s usage application, 
arranges the reservation of a facility, and/or who is otherwise the primary contact 
for a User. 

E. User. Any individual, group, organization or other entity that has arranged for the 
use of a City facility, whether through reservation, usage agreement, or other 
means, and regardless of whether the facility is a fee-based or non-fee-based 
facility. 

F. Traditional Public Forum. City parks (to the extent that they are open-air and not 
designated for specific uses such as sports fields and reservation-based picnic 
shelters), and public streets and public sidewalks that are part of the City’s general 
transportation network are recognized as Traditional Public Forums. These 
properties are open to a broad range of expressive purposes consistent with 
applicable state and federal law. To the extent that this Policy and/or City 
Ordinances regulate activities within Traditional Public Forums, such regulations 
are intended only to reasonably regulate the time, place, and manner of activities 
within the forums as permitted under relevant law. 

III. General Application Procedures and Disclosures and Reservation of Rights for all City 
Facilities. Unless otherwise stated in this Policy, these General Procedures shall apply to 
all City of Farmington Hills facilities. Where a procedure for a specific facility elsewhere in 
this Policy conflicts with or expands upon a General Procedure, the facility-specific 
procedure shall control. 

A. Application Required. No User may use a City facility without requesting and 
scheduling said facility through the appropriate Facility Manager for the facility as 
designated in Part VII, at least 24 hours in advance of the date of use, with a 
signed and completed application form delivered in person, by e-mail, online, or 
by fax. 

B. Discretion to Deny Application. The City, at its sole discretion, reserves the right 
to limit and/or deny requests for meetings, parties, or other events. In reviewing 
a request, the City shall consider factors including, but not limited to: (a) the 
applicant’s history of compliance with facility use policies; (b) the conformity of 
the application to this Policy and all other applicable policies, ordinances, laws, and 
regulations; (c) whether using the facility as proposed would threaten public 
health, safety, or welfare, based on factors including but not limited to the ability 
to manage crowds at the facility, expected public interest, need to maintain order 
due to expected protests at the event; (d) the consistency of the proposed use 
with the purposes for which the room is designed and intended, such as but not 
limited to the size, dimensions and existing furniture, fixtures and equipment in 
the room; (e) the availability of the room or facility; (e) whether the proposed use 
would conflict with the administration or needs of, or uses by, the City government; 
and (g) any other factor deemed relevant by the Facility Manager of the facility 
involved. 

C. Events of Minors. The City reserves the right to limit and/or deny requests for 
meetings, parties, or other events of minors. If an application is approved for such 
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an event, the application must be signed by a responsible party who is over 21 
years of age, and one chaperone over 21 years of age must be provided for every 
8 minors. 

D. Insurance. The City of Farmington Hills does not provide individual accident and 
health insurance for use of its facilities. Groups or individuals using facilities may 
be required to procure and maintain a general liability insurance policy, at its sole 
cost and expense, for any death or injuries to persons or loss or damage to 
property that may arise from or in connection with its use of the facility and the 
activities associated with it, to supply a certificate of such insurance to the City, 
and to name on such policy the City of Farmington Hills as an additional insured. 
Minimum acceptable limits of such insurance will be $1 million each occurrence 
and $1 million aggregate. The City of Farmington Hills must receive policy 
verification including dates of coverage and financial limits for the event at least 
30 days prior to the first rental date. 

E. First Aid. No on-site medical treatment is available at City facilities. First aid is the 
direct responsibility of any User of City facilities. 

F. Gratuities. City facility personnel are not allowed to accept gratuities. 

G. Assignment/Transfer. No usage, usage agreement, permit, or facility reservation 
shall be assigned or transferred without the City’s consent. 

H. Right of Inspection and Control. The City reserves the right to inspect and control 
all events, private parties, meetings and receptions held on its premise. The User 
shall be responsible for paying the City the costs of replacement for any and all 
destroyed, damaged or missing facility property caused by User’s guests, 
independent contractors, User, User’s agent or any person on User’s behalf. The 
User is responsible to reimburse the City for all fees and costs incurred by the City 
should additional City staff be required to control the User’s event. 

I. Damage to Facility. Any damages to the building and/or grounds will be charged 
to the User or User Representative that signed the agreement. The User or User 
Representative is responsible for checking the room for damages and cleanup in a 
manner that is acceptable to the City. 

J. Personal Property. The City shall not be responsible and assumes no liability for 
lost or stolen equipment, personal property, merchandise, money, personal 
effects, and goods at a City facility. The safekeeping and protection from theft or 
damage of all equipment, personal property, merchandise, money, personal 
effects, and goods brought onto the premises of a City facility shall be solely the 
responsibility of the User of the facility and the owner of the personal money, 
effects and goods. The City will assume no liability for any equipment, personal 
property, merchandise, money, personal effects, and goods left in a City facility or 
for any damages to such items if they are moved, cleaned or stored by City 
employees in the performance of their duties. 
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K. Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement. The User Representative and the 
User they represent shall pay on behalf of, indemnify, and hold harmless the City 
of Farmington Hills, its elected and appointed officials employees, and volunteers 
and others working on behalf of the City of Farmington Hills, against any and all 
claims, demands, suits, or loss, including all costs connected therewith, and for 
any damages which may be asserted, claimed or recovered against or from the 
City of Farmington Hills, its elected and appointed officials, employees and 
volunteers and others working on behalf of the City of Farmington Hills, by reason 
of personal injury, including bodily injury or death and/or property damages, 
including loss of use thereof, which arises out of or is in any way connected or 
associated with the use of a City of Farmington Hills facility. Where a facility 
requires a written agreement, a hold harmless and indemnification provision that 
consists of language substantially similar to that of this paragraph shall be included 
in the signed agreement. 

L. Cancellation. The City of Farmington Hills reserves the right to accept, reject, or 
cancel any event, use, usage agreement, or reservation for any reason and in its 
sole discretion. If a facility is mistakenly scheduled for more than one event, use, 
or reservation of a City facility at the same time, the Facility Manager or their 
designated representative shall contact each party involved to identify the mistake 
and ascertain whether any party will voluntarily agree to reschedule, and if not 
then the Facility Manager shall, in their discretion, decide which party’s event, use, 
usage agreement, or reservation is cancelled. If an event, use, usage agreement, 
or reservation must be cancelled due to a scheduling mistake as described above 
or circumstances beyond the control of the City of Farmington Hills, including but 
not limited to weather, loss of utilities, civil unrest, or other uncontrollable 
happenstance, the event will be rescheduled at the earliest convenience of all 
parties. If a usage fee has been paid in connection with an event use, or 
reservation must be cancelled due to a scheduling mistake by the City as described 
above or cancellation by the City for any reason (other than circumstances beyond 
the City’s control) and the event, use, or reservation cannot be rescheduled for 
any reason, the City shall refund such usage fees to the User, which shall be the 
full extent of any obligation or liability of the City in connection with such 
cancellation. The City shall not be obligated, liable or responsible for payment of 
any amounts or damages for losses due, directly or indirectly, to a cancellation 
incurred by a User (other than a refund, if applicable), User Representative, any 
person, guest, vendor or contractor associated with the event, use, reservation, 
rental, or usage agreement, or any other third party. If a User or User’s 
Representative cancels an event or use, the City will not refund any fees, except 
as may be otherwise specifically allowed in this Policy. Where a facility requires a 
written usage agreement, a cancellation provision that consists of language 
substantially similar to that of this paragraph shall be included in the signed 
agreement. 

M. Policy Enforcement / Penalties. Failure to comply with this Policy may result in all 
or any of the following: forfeiture of some or all of the security deposit; 
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cancellation of the event, meeting or other use; immediate termination of the 
event, meeting or other use without notice or warning; immediate removal of 
individuals from the premises by City staff or the Farmington Hills Police 
Department without notice or warning; payment of the City the costs of 
replacement for any and all destroyed, damaged or missing City property caused 
by User’s guests, independent contractors, User, User’s Representative or any 
person on User’s behalf; rejection of any or all future requests to use the City’s 
facilities; criminal prosecution for any violations of law or ordinance; and any other 
civil remedies to which the City may be entitled by law or in equity. 

N. City Sponsored Events. The City and City sponsored uses and events are 
specifically excluded from compliance with this Policy. 

O. Fees. The Facility Manager, in coordination with the City Manager or City Manager’s 
designee, is authorized to establish usage fees and other fees relating to the use 
of City facilities for which this Policy contemplates a fee. 

P. Exceptions to Policy. The City Council may allow exceptions to this Policy to 
accommodate and enable events of regional, state-wide or national significance to 
be held at City facilities, such as but not limited to, visits by the President of the 
United States or Michigan Governor, or candidates for such positions. 

IV. General Regulations for All City Facilities. Unless otherwise stated in this Policy, these 
General Regulations shall apply to all City facilities. Where a regulation for a specific facility 
elsewhere in this Policy conflicts with or expands upon a General Regulation, the facility-
specific procedure shall control. 

A. Compliance with Laws and Policies. All persons using the City of Farmington Hills’ 
facilities shall observe and comply with the regulations of this Policy, all applicable 
ordinances, rules, and regulations of the City of Farmington Hills, and all federal 
and state laws. 

B. Prohibited Uses. City facilities and equipment shall not be used for: a) activities 
which are in conflict with City policies, rules or ordinances, state laws, or federal 
laws; b) activities which are discriminatory in the legal sense; c) illegal gambling; 
d) the primary purpose of petition signature gathering except as allowed by Section 
V of this Policy; e) political campaign events or fundraisers except in reserved 
rooms of the Costick Center, Grant Center, Longacre House, The Hawk, or Ice 
Arena as provided by Section V of this Policy; or f) religious services or regular 
worship activities except in reserved rooms of the Costick Center, Grant Center, 
The Hawk, or Longacre House as provided by Section VI of this Policy. 

C. Notice/Control of Renter’s Invitees. The User Representative is responsible for 
insuring that all policies, rules and regulations are strictly adhered to by all persons 
participating in the activity for which they are the User Representative. To the 
extent that rooms or areas of City facilities are reserved, the User, the User’s 
Representative and the User’s invitees shall contain their activities to the area 
reserved or interior of the reserved room, and shall not use hallways or other 
common areas of the facility in connection with their event 
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D. Non-Interference with Facility. No User’s activities shall interfere with the 
administration of the City of Farmington Hills, the primary purpose of the facility 
being used, or the enjoyment of the facility by other users of the facility. 

E. Room Capacities. Room capacities must be adhered to. User and User’s invitees 
may not overflow into the hallways and/or disturb City staff, City business, other 
activities or events at the facility. 

F. Maintenance and Clean-Up. Routine maintenance will be done by City staff. 
However, trash pickup and other cleanup duties are to be performed by the User, 
and it is expected that the User will clear and clean any areas of the facility used 
by the User or the User’s invitees. Furniture, fixtures and equipment may not be 
moved from room to room or removed from the building without permission. At 
the conclusion of a User’s use, the room must be returned to and left in the 
condition in which it was found. Any decorations used must be removed and 
disposed of properly, immediately following the function. 

G. Prohibited Items. No sparkle, glitter, confetti, etc. is permitted. Tape, pins, nails, 
staples and adhesives are not allowed on the walls, tables, chairs, etc. Except for 
lighters and cake candles (for birthdays, anniversaries, etc.) or unless otherwise 
provided in a facility-specific policy, candles or other sources of flame and fire are 
not allowed in City facilities. 

H. Control of Children. All children in attendance must remain in the reserved room(s). 
Children are not allowed to roam unsupervised in other areas of a City building, 
such as hallways, rooms or lounges. 

I. Alcoholic Beverages. With the exception of the Costick Center, Longacre House, 
the Farmington Hills Golf Club, and The Hawk, no alcoholic beverages are allowed 
in or at City facilities unless the User has obtained written permission from the City 
Manager or Facility Manager and obtained proper licensing from the State of 
Michigan for the service of alcoholic beverages. 

J. Paper Goods. Paper goods are the responsibility of the User and are not provided 
by the City of Farmington Hills. 

K. Equipment. Equipment provided to or used by the User must be utilized for its 
intended purpose. 

L. Non-Smoking Policy. City facilities are smoke-free and vape-free facilities; guests 
may only smoke and vape in designated outside areas where ash containers are 
provided. Smoking and vaping includes tobacco and non-tobacco products or 
substances including, but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, non-cigarette smoking 
tobacco, smokeless tobacco, herbal or clover cigarettes, e-cigarettes, electronic 
and herbal hookah, steam stones and smoking gels. Smoking marijuana is not 
permitted in or at City facilities. 

M. Animals. No animals or pets are allowed in or at City facilities except the following: 
(a) police dogs; (b) service animals, as defined by Title II and Title III of the 
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Americans with Disabilities Act, subject to applicable City Code requirements unless 
excepted from such requirements by law; (c) other animals that have been allowed 
as part of an approved or City sponsored program or event; (d) dogs in the City’s 
dog park, subject to compliance with all established rules and regulations 
applicable to the dog park; and (e) dogs in Founders Sports Park and Pioneer Park, 
provided they are on a leash and maintained in compliance with all applicable 
ordinances and park rules. 

N. Signs. The display, posting, or placement of any sign, poster, or flag is not allowed 
within or on the grounds of City facilities, except (1) City-owned signs; and (2) 
holding a sign, poster, or flag on the grounds of a Traditional Public Forum. Special 
permission may be granted by the City Manager or Facility Manager for signs 
relating to User events at the facility for which there is a User Representative. The 
City reserves the right to request and require the User or User Representative to 
provide a copy of promotional materials (including social networks) and/or 
invitations that User creates for the event/meeting. 

O. Food and Beverage Sales. Food and beverage sales within or at a public facility 
are prohibited, unless authorized to do so by the Facility Manager or this Policy. 

P. Merchandise Sales. The sale of any merchandise or goods within or at a public 
facility is prohibited, unless authorized by the Facility Manager or this Policy. 

Q. Reservation of City’s Rights. The City reserves the right to act in the best interest 
of the City on matters not specifically covered in these rules. 

V. Political and Fundraising Activities in City-Owned Buildings and on City-Owned Properties. 

A. General Policy. Except as and where specifically allowed under this Policy, City 
facilities shall not be used for political activities, events, fundraisers or assemblies. 
Where specified political activities, events, fundraisers, or assemblies are 
permitted, they must be open to the public subject to occupancy limits and security 
concerns. 

B. Political Campaign Events and Fundraisers. Political campaign events and 
fundraisers advocating a political candidate, ballot proposal, or other political cause 
may occur only in the fee-based rooms of the Costick Center, Grant Center, 
Longacre House, The Hawk, and Ice Arena. In these facilities, the activity must be 
confined to the reserved room and be carried out consistent with all other 
applicable provisions of this Policy. 

C. Campaign Finance Law. No City facility shall be used in a manner that would cause 
the City to be in violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, Act 388 of 1976, 
as amended, or any other applicable state or federal law. 

D. Government Officials in their Official Capacities. This Policy shall not be construed 
to limit the ability of elected or appointed government officials from using either 
fee-based or non-fee based facilities in furtherance of performing the public duties 
associated with their office. 
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E. After-Hours Meetings with Government Officials. It is recognized that, from time 
to time, elected or appointed officials desire opportunities to schedule after-hours 
meetings with citizens on their personal time that are not required as part of their 
public duties (e.g. office hours, coffee socials, town hall meetings). For purposes 
of this Policy, such meetings shall be considered to be in furtherance of the public 
duties associated with the officials’ office, provided that they are open to all, and 
do not include campaigning or fundraising. City facilities designated in Section VII 
as Limited Public Forums for specified political activities may be used by elected 
and appointed officials for such meetings with citizens subject to the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act and all other applicable law, and subject to all rules, 
regulations, and fees in the same manner as any other applicant. No such event 
shall occur that requires the expenditure of public funds or the provision of in-kind 
services by the City (e.g. coffee service, refreshments, photocopies, labor costs) 
that could be construed as making a public expenditure or providing a contribution 
of volunteer public services in violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act. In 
no case shall such an event be held in such a manner as to constitute a violation 
of the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 

F. Signature Gathering. No portion of a City facility (including but not limited to 
meeting rooms, hallways, corridors, and internal sidewalks, parking lots, and 
drives) other than a Traditional Public Forum shall be used by any person or group 
having the primary purpose of soliciting signatures for candidate nominating 
petitions, ballot proposal petitions, or similar documents. This Policy, however, is 
not intended to prohibit an invitee of a User of a room from incidentally asking 
other invitees attending the same event within the same room to sign a petition. 

G. Political Fundraisers. Except for the reserved rooms of the Costick Center, Grant 
Center, Longacre House, The Hawk, and Ice Arena, City facilities shall not be used 
for the primary purpose of conducting a political fundraising event for any 
candidate, ballot question, political party or campaign committee. This Policy, 
however, is not intended to prohibit invitees of a User from incidentally asking 
other invitees attending the same event in the same room to support a fundraising 
effort of an individual attendee or the User of the room (e.g., selling tickets for a 
future event; circulating a fundraising brochure; selling products such as cookies; 
or holding a 50/50, door prize or similar raffle solely among attendees of the 
event), or to engage in activities within the scope of the meeting for which the 
room was reserved related to the administration of an off-site fundraiser (e.g., 
collecting monies owed from an off-site fundraiser, distributing fundraiser 
materials such as brochures or raffle tickets; replenishing supplies for a product-
based fundraiser; or distributing goods ordered through a prior fundraiser).  

H. Elections and Election Laws. Various City facilities are used as polling locations for 
elections and for other election related purposes. During the period of time that a 
City facility is being used as a polling location, no part of that facility shall be used 
for a political activity, of any kind. No person shall use a City facility for any purpose 
that is not allowed under state election laws, rules, and regulations. 

VI. Religious or Faith-Based Uses of City Facilities.  
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A. Religious Services / Regular Worship. In recognition of the City’s interest in 
complying with the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, no City facility other than rooms at the Costick Activities Center, Jon 
Grant Community Center, The Hawk, and Longacre House shall be used for the 
purpose of conducting religious services or made available as a venue for the 
regularly-scheduled worship activities of any religious organization. Where facilities 
are allowed to be used for religious services, they shall be made available on a 
first-come, first-served basis, subject to all applicable usage regulations in the 
same manner as any other user of the facility. 

B. Faith-Based Groups and Incidental Faith-Based Activities. For City facilities that 
have not been opened for religious services, the limitation shall be narrowly 
construed so as not to prohibit the use of a Traditional or Limited Public Forum by 
an applicant because the applicant is faith-based, offers a religious perspective on 
matters relevant to subjects for which the forum has been opened, and/or engages 
in faith-based activity (including but not limited to prayer, singing, and reciting 
religious texts) that is incidental to a permissible use of the forum and does not 
amount to conducting a religious service. For purposes of this Policy, weddings or 
other ceremonies and events that could be carried out in a purely secular manner, 
but which the room User chooses to have conducted by a minister of any religion 
shall be considered an event with an incidental faith-based component as opposed 
to a religious service or worship event. 

VII. Facility-Specific Regulations. The following facility-specific regulations are intended to be 
supplemental and additional to the General Application Procedures and Disclosures and 
General Regulations for all facilities, except where a facility-specific regulation conflicts 
with a general procedure or regulation, in which case the facility-specific regulation shall 
control. 

A. No-Fee Rental Facilities.  

1. Room Numbers 382 and 384 on the Third Floor of The Hawk (the “Third 
Floor Rooms”).  

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. The Third Floor Rooms are 
available for use without charge to civic, community, and non-profit 
organizations, solely for the purpose of providing meeting space for 
routine meetings only (not including, for example and without 
limitation, training, workshops, social gatherings, parties, or other 
events) attended by an organization’s membership and members 
of the public interested in the organization and/or items on the 
meeting agenda, subject to the requirements and restrictions in this 
Subsection VII.A.1. When used under this subsection, the Third 
Floor Rooms are Limited Public Forums. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the City’s Special 
Services Department. 
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c. Priority. Priority for use of the Third Floor Rooms shall be given to 
the City government (including its officers, administrators, and 
employees acting in their official capacities), public bodies that use 
the Council Chambers for their meetings, and meetings of 
organizations or pertaining to events that are City-sponsored. All 
other users shall be considered non-priority users. No proposed use 
of a Third Floor Room by non-priority users shall be scheduled so 
as to conflict with these priority uses. If a public body requires use 
of a Third Floor Room for a meeting or other purpose not 
anticipated at the time that the use of the Third Floor Room was 
approved for an non-priority user (e.g. for a special meeting of a 
public body), the City reserves the right to cancel the non-priority 
user’s reservation of the Third Floor Room and may relocate the 
non-priority user’s event to an alternate room at a City facility if 
available. In this circumstance, if the only available suitable 
alternate location is a fee-based facility, the usage fee shall be 
waived administratively. 

d. Open to Public. All meetings occurring within the Third Floor Rooms 
shall be open to the public. 

e. Political Uses. Political party organizations and similar political or 
Policy-oriented organizations may reserve the Third Floor Rooms 
solely for meetings in the same manner as any other civic or 
community organization referenced in a. above, subject to Section 
V and all other applicable rules and regulations of this Policy. 

2. Fire Department Headquarters (Station #5) Community Rooms.  

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. Fire Department 
Headquarters meeting rooms are open as Limited Public Forums to 
civic, community, and nonprofit organizations, solely for the 
purpose of providing meeting space for routine meetings attended 
by an organization’s membership and members of the public 
interested in the organization and/or items on the meeting agenda, 
subject to the requirements and restrictions in this Subsection 
VII.1. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to Fire Department 
Headquarters (Station #5). 

c. Priority. Priority for use of the Fire Department Headquarters 
meeting rooms shall be given to the City government, public bodies 
that use the Council Chambers for their meetings, and meetings of 
organizations or pertaining to events that are City-sponsored. All 
other users shall be considered non-priority users. 

d. Availability. Fire Department Headquarters meeting rooms shall not 
be reserved so as to conflict with priority uses by the Fire 
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Department, other City government departments, public bodies, 
and City-sponsored uses. 

e. Open to Public. All meetings occurring within Fire Department 
Headquarters shall be open to the public. 

f. Political Uses. Political party organizations and similar political or 
policy-oriented organizations may reserve Fire Department 
Headquarters meeting rooms solely for meetings in the same 
manner as any other civic or community organization, subject to 
Section V and all other applicable rules and regulations of this 
Policy. 

g. Prohibited Uses. Fire Department meeting rooms are not to be used 
for private parties or events (e.g. birthday parties, showers, etc.), 
meetings or events of for-profit business entities, fundraisers of any 
kind, campaign events, religious worship or services as defined in 
Section VI of this Policy, or any other purpose not expressly 
authorized by this Policy. 

h. Food and Beverage. No food or beverages may be served in the 
Fire Department meeting rooms without the authorization of the 
Facility Manager. 

3. Spicer House. Spicer House is a historic home within Heritage Park, which 
serves as the park’s visitor center and houses several rooms used for 
classes, meetings, gatherings, and displays. The Spicer House premises 
was acquired by the City in 1985 with funds obtained through a grant 
awarded to the City under the Michigan Recreation Land Trust Fund Act, 
1976 PA 204, 1984 PA 429, and 1972 PA 227, as amended, which requires 
that the premises be maintained for recreational purposes in perpetuity. In 
addition, the Spicer House was designated by City Council in 1988 as a 
Historic District (Council Resolution R-51-88), as recorded in Liber 11290 
Page 330 of the records of the Oakland County Register of Deeds, and its 
use restricted to purposes identified by the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Historic District Commission, and City Council as consistent 
with its recreational purpose and historic designation. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. Consistent with R-51-88, 
the Farmington Hills Historic District Commission Spicer House Use 
Feasibility Review dated March 3, 1988 reviewed by Parks and 
Recreation Commission and City Council, and the Spicer House’s 
recreational and historic purposes, Spicer House is open as a 
Limited Public Forum for the following uses, subject to the 
requirements and restrictions in this Subsection VII.4: recreational 
classes sponsored by government or non-government 
organizations, complementing the activities of the City of 
Farmington Hills (including but not limited to nature study, 
astronomy, day camping, safety clinics, cross-country skiing, fishing 
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instruction); meetings of the Beautification Commission, Historical 
Commission, Historic District Commission, Park and Recreation 
Commission, Arts Commission, and Commission on Aging; Civic 
Awards/Presentations and functions (including but not limited to 
Officer of the month, outstanding citizen, Mayor’s Exchange Day, 
City press announcements); interpretive exhibits (including but not 
limited to history of the Spicer Property, City history, early 
settlement history, land/water natural history interpretations, 
museum-type articles, pictures, and artifacts); service club 
meetings; scouting activities, 4-H activities, youth athletic groups, 
civic club activities, and as a part of community activities (including 
but not limited to Halloween walks, hayrides, landscape painting 
and drawing programs, bird and plant identification, woodworking, 
nature and day camps, and fall festival). 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Special Services 
Department 

c. Open to Public. Meetings and events occurring at the Spicer House 
shall be open to the public and shall not interfere with the public’s 
enjoyment of the Spicer House and premises as a recreational and 
historic venue. 

d. Prohibited Uses. Consistent with its recreational and historic 
purposes, the Spicer House is not to be used for private parties or 
events (e.g. birthday parties, showers, etc.), meetings or events of 
for-profit business entities, meetings or events for political party 
organizations or other organizations whose mission is not consistent 
with the recreational/historic, civic, or service-oriented purposes 
identified in subsection (a), fundraisers of any kind, campaign 
events, religious worship or services as defined in Section V of this 
Policy, or any other purpose not expressly authorized by this Policy. 

e. Food and Beverage. No food or beverages may be served in the 
Spicer House without the authorization of the Facility Manager. 

B. Fee-Based Rental Facilities.  

1. Costick Activities Center. The Costick Center is a multi-purpose facility that 
houses the Department of Special Services’ administrative offices, indoor 
and outdoor recreational facilities, designated space for the Farmington 
Hills Senior Adult program, a teen center, and meeting and banquet rooms. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Activities. 

i. The Costick Center, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-
Public Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the 
forum or the purpose for which a room has been reserved, 
shall take place in the facility. 
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ii. The Costick Center’s rooms available for reservation shall be 
regulated as Limited Public Forums for the purpose of 
providing space for meetings, lectures, seminars, banquets, 
political events, religious activities, and similar gatherings or 
events to the public, civic and community groups, charitable 
organizations, and the business community. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at the Costick Center, 
provided that the applicant pays all fees and charges for use of the 
facility, subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and 
regulations of this Policy. 

d. Religious Uses. Rooms at the Costick Center may be reserved for 
the purpose of conducting worship services on a first-come, first-
served basis, subject to all applicable rules and regulations of this 
Policy, including Section VI, payment of the usage fee, and the 
availability of a room suited to the applicant’s needs. 

e. Fees. Usage fees are based on the entire time a group/party is in 
the room, including set-up and clean-up. 

f. Food and Beverage. All Users with 50 guests or more that require 
food service are required to use the City’s contracted food vendor. 
Users with 49 or less guests may bring in food from a vendor, but 
the vendor must be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

g. Payment Terms. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of 
the total fees and charges at the time of applying, and the 
remaining 50% at least 30 days before the beginning of the event. 
The User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the right 
to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges that may 
be incurred. The User shall be responsible and liable for payment 
of any music clearances or royalty fees and shall hold the City 
harmless and indemnify the City for same. No exceptions will be 
permitted unless satisfactory credit arrangements are made in 
advance. Deposits and payments are subject to charges of 1% per 
month if not paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether 
in writing, verbally, or by invoice. 

h. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% 
percent of initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in 
advance of the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days 
of the first contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all 
payments they have paid to the City. In addition, User shall be 
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responsible for any out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. 
Rescheduling of events and additional deposit requirements are 
entirely at the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

2. Jon Grant Community Center. The Grant Community center was 
constructed in conjunction with Fire Station #3. It offers classes, programs, 
and rental opportunities to residents of Farmington Hills as well as 
surrounding communities. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses.  

i. The Grant Center, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-
Public Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the 
forum or the purpose for which a room has been reserved, 
shall take place in the forum. 

ii. The Grant Center’s rooms available for reservation shall be 
regulated as Limited Public Forums for the purpose of 
providing space for meetings, lectures, seminars, banquets, 
political events, religious activities, and similar gatherings or 
events to the public, civic and community groups, charitable 
organizations, and the business community. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at the Grant Center, 
provided that the applicant pays all fees and charges for use of the 
facility, subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and 
regulations of this Policy. 

d. Religious Uses. Grant Center rooms may be reserved for the 
purpose of conducting worship services on a first-come, first-served 
basis, subject to all applicable rules and regulations of this Policy, 
including Section VI, payment of the usage fee, and the availability 
of a room suited to the applicant’s needs. 

e. Food and Beverage. All Users with 50 guests or more that require 
food service are required to use the City’s contracted food vendor. 
Users with 49 or less guests may bring in food from a vendor, but 
the vendor must be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

f. Fees. Usage fees are based on the entire time a group/party is in 
the room, including set-up and clean-up. 

g. Payment Terms. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of 
the total fees and charges at the time of applying, and the 
remaining 50% at least 10 days before the beginning of the event. 
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The User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the right 
to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges that may 
be incurred. The User shall be responsible and liable for the 
payment of any music clearances or royalty fees and shall hold the 
City harmless and indemnify the City for same. No exceptions will 
be permitted unless satisfactory credit arrangements are made in 
advance.  Deposits and payments are subject to charges of 1% per 
month if not paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether 
in writing, verbally or by invoice. 

h. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% of 
initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in advance of 
the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days of first 
contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all payments they 
have paid to the City. In addition, Users shall be responsible for any 
out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. Rescheduling of events 
and additional deposit requirements are entirely at the discretion of 
the Facility Manager. 

3. Longacre House. The Longacre House is a historic home available for 
special events. Special Services classes are also held at the house. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. The Longacre House shall 
be regulated as a Limited Public Forum for the purpose of providing 
space for private events such as weddings, theme parties, 
receptions, business meetings, banquets, social gatherings, and 
classes. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications are to be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Usage Minimum. A five-hour usage minimum is required for Friday 
and Saturday events unless waived by the Facility Manager or his 
designee. 

d. Fees. Usage fees are based on the time a group/party is in the 
room, including set-up and clean-up, except for 90-minute setup 
time that is included with all usage agreements. 

e. Food and Beverage. All Users that require food and/or alcohol for 
their events must utilize the Longacre House contracted caterer. No 
exceptions will be made without Facility Manager approval. 

f. Payment Terms.  

i. A security deposit is required for all parties over 25 people. 
An additional deposit may be required or the amount or type 
may be changed at the discretion of management. 
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ii. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of the total 
fees and charges at the time of applying, and the remaining 
50% at least 10 days before the beginning of the event. The 
User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the 
right to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges 
that may be incurred. The User shall be responsible and 
liable for payment of any music clearances or royalty fees 
and shall hold the City harmless and indemnify the City for 
same. No exceptions will be permitted unless satisfactory 
credit arrangements are made in advance. Deposits and 
payments are subject to charges of 1% per month if not 
paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether in 
writing, verbally, or by invoice. 

g. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% of 
initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in advance of 
the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days of first 
contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all payments they 
have paid to the City. In addition, Use shall be responsible for any 
out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. Rescheduling of events 
and additional deposit requirements are entirely at the discretion of 
the Facility Manager. 

4. Farmington Hills Ice Arena. The first floor of Farmington Hills Ice Arena 
consists of the ice surface and related facilities. The second floor, known 
as the “Ice Arena Club” contains space available for reservation that 
includes a soda shop-style seating area, a dance floor area, and a meeting 
room. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses.  

i. The Ice Arena, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-
Public Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the 
forum or the purpose for which a room or other portion of 
the facility has been reserved, shall take place in the forum. 

ii. The first floor of the Ice Area is intended to be regulated as 
a Non-Public Forum, within which the ice surface and 
accessory facilities (e.g. locker rooms) is available for rental 
only for Ice Area-related purposes (e.g. hockey and other 
ice-based events, practices, etc.) on a fee-based, first-come 
first-served basis, subject to the following regulations. 

iii. The Ice Arena Club’s second-floor rooms available for 
reservation shall be regulated as Limited Public Forums for 
the purpose of providing space for meetings, lectures, 
seminars, banquets, political events, religious activities, and 
similar gatherings or events to the public, civic and 



City of Farmington Hills 
Use of City Facilities Policy 
 

17 

community groups, charitable organizations, and the 
business community. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at reserved rooms of 
the second-floor Ice Arena Club, provided that the applicant pays 
all fees and charges for use of the facility, subject to Section V and 
all other applicable rules and regulations of this Policy. 

d. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% 
percent of initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in 
advance of the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days 
of the first contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all 
payments they have paid to the City. In addition, User shall be 
responsible for any out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. 
Rescheduling of events and additional deposit requirements are 
entirely at the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

e. Ice Surface Rental Rules and Regulations. Users of the ice surface 
are subject to the following facility-specific rules and regulations: 

i. Each hour is equivalent to 50 minutes of ice time. The 
remaining ten (10) minutes of the hour is reserved for 
resurfacing. 

ii. All ice usage fees are to be paid in full at least one half hour 
in advance of the use of the ice facility, and are non-
refundable. In the event that the advance payment is not 
maintained, the contract will be considered cancelled by the 
User. 

iii. Nobody is allowed on the ice during resurfacing except two 
people to move goal nets. Zamboni drivers are instructed to 
cease resurfacing immediately if anybody places an object 
on the ice or if people are skating before the two Zamboni 
doors are closed. Once the Zamboni leaves the ice because 
of a violation of this rule, resurfacing will not re-commence 
during the time reserved by the User. 

iv. All hockey players are required to wear full protective 
equipment and helmets when on the ice. 

v. No physical or verbal abuse of arena employees will be 
tolerated. 
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vi. Users will not be permitted use of the locker rooms until 
one-half hour prior to ice time. An adult representative of a 
group must be present in the locker rooms at all times in 
which it is in use. 

vii. A User may receive key(s) to a locker room from the office 
in exchange for a car key. Said person is responsible for 
securing the room when the group is on the ice and after all 
persons have vacated the room. Locker room keys shall be 
returned to the office for return of the car key. There is a 
fee for lost and/or damaged key(s) established by the 
Facility Manager in the Facility Manager’s discretion. 

viii. No food and drinks are permitted in the locker rooms, on 
the ice, or on the players’ and penalty benches, including 
the scorer’s box, with the exception of non-alcoholic 
beverages in non-breakable containers. 

ix. Warm-up shots may not be directed to the side dasher 
boards by hockey players. 

x. Users are responsible for the conduct of the persons using 
the arena facilities during the ice time for which they have 
contacted. Ice Users will be held responsible for any 
vandalism, breakage, and cleanliness of locker room and all 
other arena property. It is strongly recommended that the 
User Representative be the last person to leave the locker 
room each time it is totally vacated. 

xi. At the conclusion of the time for which the ice has been 
reserved, all persons are to leave the ice promptly so that 
resurfacing may begin immediately. Ice Users will be 
charged for whatever time is used beyond that for which 
they have contracted at rates established by the Facility 
Manager in the Facility Manager’s discretion. 

xii. Only food and beverage items purchased within and from 
the arena are allowed. 

5.  The Hawk. The Hawk is a multi-purpose facility that houses City 
administrative offices, a community center (with indoor and outdoor 
recreational facilities, activities, programing, and other services for and on 
behalf of the community), and other uses that have been or may be 
programmed or determined by the City from time to time.  The Hawk also 
offers space for “private events” (not open to the public) such as, but not 
limited to, birthday parties, wedding or baby showers, theme parties, 
receptions, reunions, business meetings, banquets, conferences, and other 
private events and social gatherings. 
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a. Forum Designation and Permitted Activities. 

i. The Hawk, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-Public 
Forum, except as provided under subsection ii below and 
under Section VII.A.1 of this Policy. No activities unrelated 
to the purpose of the forum or the purpose for which a room 
or area is designated or has been reserved, shall take place 
in or at The Hawk facility. 

ii. The Hawk’s useable space available for private events, as 
described above, and uses under d. or e. below shall be 
regulated as Limited Public Forums. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at the Hawk, provided 
that the applicant pays all fees and charges for use of the facility, 
subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and regulations 
of this Policy. 

d. Religious Uses. Rooms in the Hawk may be reserved for the purpose 
of conducting worship services on a first-come, first-served basis, 
subject to all applicable rules and regulations of this Policy, 
including Section VI, payment of the usage fee, and the availability 
of a room suited to the applicant’s needs 

e. Fees. Usage fees are based on the entire time a group/party is in 
the room, including set-up and clean-up. 

f. Food and Beverage. All Users shall utilize the Hawk’s in-house 
caterer and bartender for food and beverage service.  In the event 
the Hawk’s in-house caterer is unavailable, the User may bring in 
food from a vendor, but the vendor must be properly licensed by 
Oakland County. 

g. Payment Terms. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of 
the total fees and charges at the time of applying, and the 
remaining 50% at least 30 days before the beginning of the event. 
The User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the right 
to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges that may 
be incurred. User shall be responsible and liable for payment of any 
music clearances or royalty fees and shall hold the City harmless 
and indemnify the City for same. No exceptions will be permitted 
unless satisfactory credit arrangements are made in advance. 
Deposits and payments are subject to charges of 1% per month if 
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not paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether in 
writing, verbally, or by invoice. 

h. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% 
percent of initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in 
advance of the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days 
of the first contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all 
payments they have paid to the City. In addition, User shall be 
responsible for any out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. 
Rescheduling of events and additional deposit requirements are 
entirely at the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

C. Parks. 

1. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. City Parks are open as a Traditional 
Public Forum (to the extent that they are open-air and not designated for 
specific uses such as sports facilities/fields and reservation-based picnic 
shelters), subject to the Rules and Regulations established in Chapter 19 
of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances, all other applicable ordinances, 
statutes, and regulations, including but not limited to those pertaining to 
disturbing the peace, noise, and nuisance, and to the requirements and 
restrictions set forth in this Subsection VII.C. 

2. Facility Manager. Applications for reservation-based park facilities are to be 
made to the Department of Special Services. 

3. Scope of Use. Users of City Parks shall conduct their activities so as to not 
disrupt the operations of portions of parks designated for specific purposes, 
including but not limited to: baseball, soccer, and other athletic fields; skate 
park; archery range; nature center; and golf course. 

4. Fee-Based Reservation Park Facilities. The following park facilities are 
available on a first-come first-served fee-based basis, subject to the terms 
of this Policy and the following rules and regulations: 

a. Heritage Park Shelter-Specific Rules and Regulations:  

i. Shelters are reserved in one-hour intervals. Shelters shall 
not be reserved or used earlier than 9am or later than 
sunset. 

ii. Reservations are for the shelter and/or fire pit only. Park 
equipment, volleyball courts, and other park facilities are 
not available for use, and are open to the general public on 
a first-come-first-served basis. 

iii. Outside equipment such as inflatables, mechanical rides, 
amplified sound systems, etc., are not permitted. 
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iv. Portable propane grills are prohibited. Users may use the 
City-provided charcoal grills on-site, but Users are 
responsible for providing their own charcoal. 

v. If the reservation includes electricity, it includes 2 circuits, 
15 amps each. The User must provide heavy-duty extension 
cords. 

vi. On-site water faucet is not drinkable water and is for park 
staff use only. 

vii. Receipt must be retained during reservation by the User and 
presented to park personnel upon request. Trash pickup and 
other cleanup duties are to be performed by the User. 
Therefore, the shelter must be left in the condition in which 
it was found. The site will be inspected by park personnel at 
the end of the rental period. 

viii. The Splash Pad is a Memorial Day through Labor Day 
operation. Its operating hours are 10am to 8pm, weather 
dependent. 

ix. Users are required to obtain permission from the Facility 
Manager or the Facility Manager’s designee to have 
catering, but the caterer must be properly licensed by 
Oakland County. 

x. Balloons are not permitted, as they pose a choking hazard 
to wildlife and clog the Splash Pad drain. 

xi. A full refund (less administrative fee) will be issued if the 
reservation is canceled more than 30 days from the 
reservation date. A 50% refund will be issued if the 
reservation is canceled 30 days or less from the reservation 
date. Refunds will only be issued in the event of severe 
weather as determined in the discretion of the Facility 
Manager. 

b. Stables Art Studio, Caretakers Farmhouse, Day Camp/Nature 
Center/Riley Archery Range and Skate Park:  

i. These facilities shall not be reserved or used earlier than 
9am or later than sunset. 

ii. Reservations are only for the specific facility that has been 
applied for. Equipment, volleyball courts, playground areas, 
and other areas in the park are not available for use (except 
as provided in this Policy) and are open to the general public 
on a first-come-first-served basis. 
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iii. Outside equipment such as inflatables, mechanical rides, 
amplified sound systems, etc., are not permitted. 

iv. Receipt must be retained during reservation by the User and 
presented to park personnel upon request. 

v. Trash pickup and other cleanup duties are to be performed 
by the User. Therefore, the facility must be left in the 
condition in which it was found. The site will be inspected 
by park personnel at the end of the use. Users are required 
to obtain permission from the Facility Manager or the Facility 
Manager’s designee to have catering, but the caterer must 
be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

vi. Balloons are not permitted outside. 

vii. A full refund (less administrative fee) will be issued if a 
reservation is canceled more than 30 days from the 
reservation date. A 50% refund will be issued if a 
reservation is canceled 30 days or less from reservation 
date. Refunds will only be issued in the event of severe 
weather as determined in the discretion of the Facility 
Manager. 

c. Fields (Games and Practices). The following requirements and 
regulations shall apply to reservations of park fields for games and 
practices: 

i. All field users are required to submit a Field Guideline 
Application prior to reserving a field. 

ii. Field hours are from 8:00 a.m. to sunset. 

iii. Prospective field Users are classified into two groups: Group 
I (non-profit organizations including YMCA, Civic 
Organizations, and homeowner associations; and private 
groups or teams consisting of at least 60% Farmington Hills 
residents); and Group II (for-profit organizations, non-
community groups, and non-residents). 

iv. Group I non-profit organizations must supply their tax 
exempt number. 

v. Groups I and II may be offered block scheduling (i.e. 
reserving fields for the entire season as opposed to a weekly 
basis) by completing a Field Use Reservation Form and 
submitting for review to the Facility Manager. 
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vi. Group I block scheduling occurs May 15th for 
Spring/Summer and July 15th for Fall. 

vii. Group I and II can reserve fields by May 15th. 

viii. All reservations that require dragging and lining of fields 
must be made 3 days prior to field use. 

ix. Field use is permitted May 15th through October 15th, 
weather permitting. 

x. During the period of the reservation and field use, the 
individual or organization shall procure and maintain a 
General Liability insurance policy in accordance with this 
Policy. 

xi. Inclement weather may result in the cancellation of field 
use. 

xii. Field Use Permits will be issued upon approval of a 
requested reservation for the use of any athletic facility. 

xiii. The Field Use Permit must be carried with the permit holder 
at all times during the event. 

xiv. The Field Use Permit only assures use of the field permitted 
and not exclusive use of the park or other fields. 

xv. Permit holders are responsible for those attending the 
outing. Permit holders and their participants and those 
attending their outing shall abide by all City and park 
ordinances and rules. 

xvi. No refunds will be given after fields have been reserved. 

d. Fields (Tournaments). The following requirements and regulations 
shall apply to reservations of park fields for tournaments: 

i. During the period of the reservation and field use, the User 
shall procure and maintain a General Liability insurance 
policy in accordance with this Policy. 

ii. The User will not charge a parking fee, however it may 
charge an entrance fee. 

iii. Outside concessions and vendors are not permitted unless 
the User has obtained approval from the Facility Manager or 
the Facility Manager’s designee. Any food vendor approved 



City of Farmington Hills 
Use of City Facilities Policy 
 

24 

by the Facility Manager or the Facility Manager’s designee 
must be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

iv. The User shall provide tournament game schedule and field 
set up information a minimum of one week prior to the 
event to the Department of Special Services. 

v. The amounts of a non-refundable deposit and all fees and 
charges for field reservations shall be established by the 
Facility Manager. The deposit is due at the time of 
reservation. Full payment of all fees for the reserved fields 
must be made a minimum of 10 working days after the 
event, check payable to Farmington Hills Recreation and 
sent to: Costick Center, Attn: Field Reservations, 28600 
Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48336. 

vi. Baseball tournament teams are not permitted to use soccer 
fields. 

vii. User and its participants and guests shall abide by all City 
and park ordinances and rules. 

viii. The User shall provide the name and daytime phone number 
of the event’s on-site contact person. 

ix. Users may rake a baseball field but shall not use any 
mechanical devices or vehicles for said purpose. 

x. Inclement weather may result in the cancellation of field 
use. 

D. Facilities Not Available for Use by Outside Groups/Individuals.  The following City 
facilities and properties, or portions thereof, are Non-Public Forums. No space 
within these facilities is available for fee-based or non-fee-based use, and no 
portion of these facilities nor any portion of their premises that is not entitled to 
regulation as a Traditional Public Forum is intended to be opened as forums for 
activities unrelated or disruptive to the purpose of the facility. 

1. Fire Stations 1, 2, and 4 

2. Fire Station 3 (to the extent that it is separated from the Jon Grant 
Community Center). 

3. Police Department Building 

4. 47th District Court 

5. Department of Public Works Facility (including outbuildings) 
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6. Farmington Hills Golf Club, except for golf outing fundraisers. 

a. Note: The restaurant within the Farmington Hills Golf Club is 
operated by a private entity pursuant to a concession agreement 
with the City. Any decisions made by that entity pursuant to its 
independent operating procedures and in compliance with 
applicable public accommodations law in furtherance of its business 
purpose shall not be construed as manifesting an intent of the City 
to confer public forum status on any portion of the Farmington Hills 
Golf Club property. 

7. Park and Golf Maintenance Facility. 

8. Interior areas of the Amphitheater at Heritage Park depicted on the 
attached map. 

9. City Hall, except City Hall meeting rooms, Council Chambers, and the 
hallway outside Chambers are Limited Public Forums during public 
meetings held by City Council and other City government public bodies 
subject to rules established by City Council or such other public bodies 
applicable to those areas. 

10. Any other facility not identified in this Policy as a Traditional Public Forum 
or Limited Public Forum. 

VIII. Repealer, Conflicts, and Severability. 

A. Prior Facility Use Policies Repealed. This Policy amends, restates and supersedes 
any and all prior facility use and political activities policies adopted by the City 
Council. Any prior facility use and political activities policies are hereby repealed. 

B. Conflicts. If any provision of this Policy is inconsistent or conflicts with the City 
Code of the City of Farmington Hills, or any other binding state or federal statutes, 
regulations, or law, this Policy shall be superseded to the extent that it conflicts 
with those statutes, laws, ordinances, regulations, or other laws. 

C. Severability. In the event that any of the terms or provisions of this Policy are held 
to be partially or wholly invalid or unenforceable for any reason whatsoever, such 
holding shall not affect, alter, modify, or impair any of the other terms, provisions 
or covenants of this Policy or the remaining portions of any terms, provisions or 
covenants held to be partially invalid or unenforceable. 
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Saline 
 They are allowed to petition outside on public property.  Sidewalks, parks, and 
City properties would be allowed. Inside city buildings is prohibited.  They cannot 
disrupt city services. Private property is allowed with the owner’s permission. 
 
Dearborn 
We're consistent with the markings established for polling/voting locations. 
People can solicit signatures if posted outside this line outside the Community 
Center. 
 
Royal Oak 
No official policy in place but they do not allow collection of signatures at polling 
locations.  
 
Farmington (Farmer’s Market) 
This is draft language for the policy and has not yet been incorporated but should 
be added in the policy for this upcoming market year.  
 
NOTE: Due to space limitations within the Market during open hours, the 
Market’s generally enclosed area itself is not intended to be a public forum for 
non-commercial speech or other non-commercial activities unrelated to the 
purpose of the Market as primarily a retail market for farm and related products 
(for example, political candidates or organizations). Distribution of handbills or 
flyers or canvassing is not permitted in the enclosed area of the Market. However, 
persons wishing to engage in any such activities are free to do so in areas of Riley 
Park and/or other City of Farmington public property located immediately 
adjacent to but outside of the enclosed Market area in a manner that complies 
with the rules and regulations of the City and does not obstruct ingress and egress 
from the Market area or interfere with the orderly operation of the Market. 
 
Canton Twp 
We currently allow individuals to gather petitions on public property with no 
restrictions. The Canton Public Library (a separate entity) has a rule that they 
must be a certain distance from the door and must sign in when doing it.  
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CITY OF LIVONIA 
JACK E. KIRKSEY RECREATION CENTER 

HOUSE RULES 
 

I. VISION STATEMENT 
 

The Jack E. Kirksey Recreation Center serves as a focal point of community activity and pride of Livonia. The 
Center, through its programs and services, will enhance the quality of life for all Livonia residents  and reinforce 
“Families Come First”. 

 

II. RULES and REGULATIONS 
 

Rules and Regulations have been established for the use and operation of the Jack E. Kirksey Recreation Center 
building, facilities, and grounds. Knowledge of such rules is the responsibility of the guest. Failure to follow the 
established policies may be cause for suspension or termination of all privileges. The City of Livonia reserves the 
right to change Rules and Regulations in the best interest of the Recreation Center operations. Changes will be 
indicated by revised posting dates. Rules and Regulations are available upon request. 
 

III.   GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

A. HOURS of OPERATION 
 

Regular Hours: Monday thru Friday, 5 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
 Sunday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Holiday Hours: 
 New Year’s Day:    7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 Easter  CLOSED 
 Memorial Day 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Independence Day  7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Labor Day  7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Thanksgiving Day 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Christmas Eve 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 Christmas Day CLOSED 
 New Year’s Eve 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
  All hours are subject to change. 

 
Maintenance shut down:  The facility will be closed for needed maintenance and repairs, or a portion of the 
facility will be closed from time to time, as needed, for the comfort and safety of all. 
 
Schedules shall be published detailing drop-in use and scheduled classes and programs. Facility use will be 
available beyond normal hours for special programs and rentals. The hours or facilities of the center may be 
cancelled or closed in the event of emergency or special conditions. 
 

B. USER DEFINITIONS 
 

The Recreation Center is owned and operated by the City of Livonia.  Use of the building may in some ways be 
determined by resident, non-resident, property, business and corporate tax payer, and Member status.  The 
following definitions are detailed for reference regarding other rules and regulations. 
1. City of Livonia Residents are defined as those persons living within the city limits. 
2. Non-Residents are defined as those persons not meeting any of the City of Livonia Resident criteria. 
3. Members are defined as those persons who regardless of residency have purchased a membership, which 

is current and valid at the intended time of use. 
4. Daily Use Pass entitles you to all open recreation facilities such as, open gym, open swimming, climbing 

wall, tree fort, fitness hub, and lounge, during designated times. 
5. Open Use includes activities that do not require an instructor or direct group leader. Open use will be 

designated by hours of use as posted. All activity area hours of operation are subject to change due to class 
activities, maintenance, staffing, or rentals. 

 
 
 
 
 

C. MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS 
 

Memberships are annual in time period, unless otherwise noted. Exceptions may be granted by the 
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Superintendent of Parks and Recreation or their designee for extenuating circumstances with written 
request. 
1. Youth – Any person 4-13 years of age *.   
 *Age 3 or younger is free with paying adult. 
2. Teen – Any person 14-17 years old. 
3. Adult - Any person 18-61 years of age. 
4. Senior - Any person 62 years of age or older. 
5. Family - Any combination up to six people all residing at the same address. At least one member must be 

19 years of age or older. Families of seven or more will pay an additional fee per person. 
6. Adult + 1 – Two people residing at the same address. 
7. EFT - Membership automatically paid from your credit/debit card, checking or saving account in 

monthly installments. There is a two-month minimum required. Bring your valid driver’s license 
and your first monthly payment to start your EFT Membership. We will continue to draft 
monthly. Must complete a 30-day notice cancellation form to stop EFT payment. 

8. Business – Any individual who works for a minimum of 30 hours per week for a business located within the 
City of Livonia and works out of the Livonia office. Company ID or confirmation of employment on company 
letterhead required. 

9. Corporate - Any business within the City of Livonia who wishes to purchase memberships for their 
employees. Ten pass minimum. Passes would be generic for use by all employees. Employee must have 
card to enter the facility. Business rate will apply. 

10. Matinee Member - Member will have access to all member benefits during the limited days and times of 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

11.  Insurance-based Matinee Membership (ex. SilverSneakers) – Eligibility is determined by 
Silversneakers.com or other partners. Member will have access to all member benefits during the limited 
days and times of Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

12. Summer Members – Any person who regardless of residency, have purchased a Summer Only 
Membership which is valid May 15-Labor Day regardless of date of purchase. Membership discounts 
apply to summer classes only. 

13. Military Personnel – Individuals in the following classifications and military branches will pay the following 
rates.  Military branches include Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marines and Navy. 
 
a. Active-Duty Classification – Resident youth rate for Livonia residents (must prove Livonia residency and 
active-duty military ID). Non-resident youth rate for non-Livonia residents (must present active-duty 
military ID). 
 
b. Training Classification – Resident youth rate.  An individual, who has signed a letter of intent (Induction 
Contract or Induction Agreement) to join the military, may train under the supervision of an authorized 
representative from a military branch. 
 
  i. Authorized training representative must notify the facility manager of their training status with a     

verification letter from the designated military branch or contractor. 
 
  ii. Individuals should not only be under the supervision of the authorized representative, but also, in 

that person’s presence. 
 
  iii. This is not available for recruiting purposes. 
 
c. On-Leave Classification – No charge. Individuals who are on-leave and show their leave papers will be 

a guest of the facility, not to exceed 30 days per year.    
 

D. FEATURES 
 A general description of the Recreation Center features includes:  

1. Leisure/Competition Pool – Zero depth entry, 250-feet water slide, lazy river, spa, water sprays, geysers, 
eight 25-yard lap lanes, diving board, 13-feet deep end, in water stairs/benches, spectator seating area, 
and sound system. 

2. Gymnasium – Two Gymnasiums with hard wood floor and two gymnasiums with pulastic floor. Gym areas 
have baskets, volleyball courts, floor hockey, indoor soccer, pickleball, and other sports available. 

3. Weight/Fitness Equipment – Cardiovascular equipment (bikes, treadmills, ellipticals, etc.) selectorized 
machines, free weights, barbells, dumbbells and more than 2,000 pounds of weight plates. 

4. Running/Walking Track – Three lanes, cushion track surface, 11 laps per mile. 
5. Aerobics – Wood-floor, mirrors with ballet bars. 

 
6. Multipurpose Room – Used for classes, training and available to rent for meetings. Seating for up to 60 

people.  
7. Kid-Quarters – Staffed childcare with activities such as toys, board games, play structure.  Drop-in during 

scheduled times. Two hour/ per day maximum. 
8. Men's, Women's, Family Locker Rooms – Available for daily use only. Opposite sex use is prohibited, 
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exception the family locker room. 
9. Outdoor Facilities – Two sand volleyball courts, Skate Park, inline skate rink and splash pad. 

10. Administrative Offices – City of Livonia Parks and Recreation Offices will service the Recreation Center 
and Park and Recreation programs. 

11. Climbing Wall – 42-feet high with 13 stations. 
12. Indoor Play Structure – Tree Fort with climbing tubes, slides and mini climbing wall. 
13. Lounge – TV and quiet room. 
14. Party and Activity Rooms – All-purpose rooms. 

 
E. EXERCISE PRECAUTIONS 

 
Because exercise may place a stress on the body, certain precautions should be considered. 
1. Participants are encouraged to consult a physician prior to engaging in exercise. Individuals should safely 

limit their activities, taking into account their physical condition, limitations, and skill levels. 
2. Use all selectorized machines according to the instruction placards. Observe all rules. 
3. Request assistance if there are any questions or problems with equipment. 
4. The City of Livonia is not responsible for any injuries or damages, which may occur on or about the premises.  
5. It is highly recommended that all users of the fitness hub go through an orientation session with an instructor. 

Free equipment orientations are included with your membership. 
6. EXERCISE AT YOUR OWN RISK. 

 
F. FIRE/OTHER EMERGENCY EVACUATION 

 
In case of fire, sound alarm, use the nearest available exit and DO NOT use the elevator. For other emergency 
evacuations, use available exits and follow staff instructions. Signs for emergency evacuation are posted. 
 

IV. FACILITY ADMITTANCE POLICY 
 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

The general public will be admitted to the facility upon satisfying one of the following: 
1. Present a valid Membership card or scan in using a finger. 
2. Present a valid Ten Visit Pass. 
3. Purchase a Daily Visit Pass 
4. Check-in as a registered class/program participant. 
5. Check-in as part of a group rental. 
6. Present a special promotional guest pass or other document authorizing admittance. 
7.     Check-in as a Caregiver for no cost. Caregivers are classified as someone assisting a paid physically or 

mentally disabled person. There shall be no activity use by Caregiver other than aiding.  
8.     Youth who are non-members 13 and younger must be supervised by a person 16 years or older. Youth 

ages 12 and older who are members may be in the facility without direct supervision.  
9. Climbing wall requires supervision by a person 18 years or older. 
10. Dropping off children is strictly prohibited. 
11. Children 3 years and younger will be admitted free when accompanied by a paying person 16 years or 

older. 
12. Use of the facilities and/or participation in programs is at your own risk. 
13.  Use of the facilities for commercial activities is not allowed unless approved by the Superintendent or the 

Parks and Recreation Commission.  
 14.  Service Animals are welcome. Management has the right to exclude a service animal from the premises if 

the animal is out of control and the handler does not take effective action to control it, or if the animal is 
not housebroken.  

 
B. MEMBERSHIP  

 
Memberships are available to provide regular users with an option to purchase discounted activities and other 
privileges. 
1. Membership will allow use of the facilities, including outdoor pools during "open use" times. 
2. Members are eligible for "Member Rates" on all Recreation Center classes and programs. (See Fees and 

Charges Policy.). 
3. Special registration privileges are available to Members. (See Registration and Kid-Quarters Policies.) 
4. Membership renewals or new members will have a choice of two complimentary passes or two drop-in 

wristbands. 
5. Members will be able to bring in a maximum per visit of two visitors into the Recreation Center and be 

charged the appropriate resident rate day pass. 
6. Members who refer a new member will receive a $15.00 credit to their account.  This credit would have no 

cash value. Insurance-based members (ex. SilverSneakers) are not eligible for the referral program.  
7. Memberships which have been expired for one complete year will be considered “New Memberships”. 
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8. Memberships will be valid for a designated time period. 
9. Members will have photograph on file, which will be required for admittance.  ID cards are the property of 

the City of Livonia and may be revoked for just cause. ID cards will be phased out for use of Rec Tag 
(fingerprint image).  

10. ID cards are not transferable. Misused cards may be confiscated and member may be suspended. 
11. There will be no refunds, prorating, or other transfers of Membership fees.  (See Refund Policy.) 

 
C. TEN VISIT PASS 

 
1. A Ten Visit Pass allows unlimited use, of the facilities during "open use" times. 
2. A visit is counted each time you enter the facility. 
3. A Ten Visit Pass is to be used by a person of the appropriate age group. 
4. Fees are non-refundable. 
5. A Ten Visit Pass does not give you Member rates for programs and activities. 
6. Ten Visit Passes do not expire. 

 
D. DAILY VISIT PASS 

 
Daily Visit Passes are available for:  
1. A Daily Visit Pass allows unlimited use of the facilities during "open use" times that do not require any direct      

staff. Does not include free wall climbing, Kid Quarter visits, climbing wall classes or outdoor pools. 
2. Daily Visit Passes are valid for one visit and fees are non-refundable. Guests should check availability of 

activity areas, before purchasing a pass. 
3. Guests ages 3 years old and younger are free with a paying adult. 
4. Guests must keep wristband on at all times as proof of a paid entry. 
5. Photos will be taken of all Daily pass individuals, for their safety they shall provide name, address and 

emergency contact information.  A photo ID or parental verification is also required at each visit. 
a. Information is updated at each visit. 
b. Photo validation will take place at each visit. 
c. Day pass party guests and school groups are exempt. 

6. Day passes purchased for youth 13 years or younger must be accompanied by a responsible person 16 
years old or older and remain in the building. 

 
E. SPECTATOR VIEWING 

 
1. Spectators may be admitted to supervise, chaperone, or assist a person (caretaker) in a scheduled 

activity/program. 
2. Spectators must check-in at the front desk with photo ID and provide the information on the sign-in sheet. 

If a spectator does not have photo ID, they may not be admitted to the facility.  Spectators must remain in 
the proper spectator area. 

3. There will be no use of activity areas or equipment for spectators. 
 
V. FEES and CHARGES 
 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

The City of Livonia recognizes that there are costs involved in providing facilities and services. Fees and charges 
are intended to recover such costs from individual and group participants. Fees and charges vary based upon 
Resident, Non-Resident, and Member status. Fees and charges are subject to change and will be reflected in 
current brochures and printed materials. 
 
1. City of Livonia Residents 

a. Receive "Resident Rates" on the purchase of Memberships, Ten Visit Pass, daily visit pass, classes, 
programs and special events. 

b. Residency is determined at the time of application. 
c. Proof of residency will be required by a valid driver’s license, State I.D., or current utility bill (Electric, 

Gas, or Cable only).  
 

2. Non-Residents of the City of Livonia 
a. Receive "Non-Resident Rates" on the purchase of Memberships, Ten Visit Pass, daily visit pass, 

classes, programs, and special events. 
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3. Members 

a. Receive "Member rates" on all Recreation Center classes and programs regardless of residency. 

i. Individual Members – "Member Rates" are extended to the Member and their children three years 
and younger. 

ii. Family Members – "Member Rates" are extended to all family members eligible under the family 
membership plan. 

iii. Summer Memberships – “Member Rates” are only available on summer classes and programs.  
iv. Corporate Memberships – Do not receive member rates on classes and programs. Membership 

cards are not assigned to a specific person.  
b. Proof of current and valid Membership status required. 

 
B. REFUND POLICY 

 
The following refund policy including refunds, transfers, and pro-rations is in effect: 
1. Refunding of a Membership can be completed with the authorization of the superintendent for the following 

reasons: 
a. Within two weeks of purchase or 10 business days. The current administrative refund fee will be 

charged.  If individual used the facility within the ten business days, the daily admission fee would be 
deducted for each visit. 

b. Severe medical conditions with doctor documentation.  Prorated from the date the request was made 
or in less severe conditions the Facility Manager can make adjustments to the expiration date. 

2.  There shall be no transfers for Membership purchases. 
3. There shall be no refunds for daily visit or ten visit pass purchases. 
4. Refunds will be issued for all classes and programs based on the following. 
 Cancelled by Department Full Refund Amount 
 Customer Cancels: 

1. By 5 p.m. one week prior to class start date Less $10 processing fee 
2. Prior to the second class 50% of class fee 
3. After second class No refund 

 NO refunds on material fees, all sports teams and leagues.   
  

5. Refund Policy for Camps 
 Cancelled by Department Full Refund Amount 
 Customer Cancels: 

1. By 5 p.m. one week prior to start date Less $30 processing fee 
2. Prior to the second day 50% of fee 
3. After second day No refund 

 
6. Refund Policy for Special Events 
 Cancelled by Department Full Refund Amount 
 Customer Cancels: 

1. Prior to the start time of the event Credit applied to CivicRec, less any material cost. 
2. After event No refund 

 
 7. Refunds for all rentals will be subject to a "rental cancellation charge". (See Facility Reservation Policy.) 

C. SATISFACTION GUARANTEE POLICY 
 

The City of Livonia Department of Parks and Recreation guarantees that you will be satisfied with the 
recreation classes, programs and services in which you participate. If you are not completely satisfied, simply 
fill out a Refund Request Form and we will arrange for one of the following: 
1. Repeat the activity at no charge. 
2. Receive credit that can be applied to any other activity, not subject to administrative processing charge. 
3. Receive a refund.  Requests for refunds for departmental programs may be subject to an administrative 

processing charge. 
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Valid for athletic and recreational program/classes which: 
1. Are four weeks in length or longer. 
2. The participant attends the first two classes. 
3. Refund Request Form is submitted prior to the third-class meeting. 

 

Does not apply to: 
1. Sport league, special events or entry fees. 
2. All Memberships, 10 Visit Pass or daily visits. 
 
Not valid for departmentally sponsored ticket sales involving theater productions, trips (including 
transportation), theme parks, season passes, golf green fees or permits (athletic field and picnic). 

 
D. INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

A fee of $25 will be charged for all failed payments. 
 
 

VI. PARTICIPANT CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

We strive to provide premier facilities, programs and services so that community members have the opportunity to 
participate in the highest quality of diversified fitness, recreation, social and educational opportunities.  Guests and 
participants are entitled to responsive service in a welcoming, safe and enjoyable atmosphere.  At the same time, 
we expect reasonable and appropriate behavior from those who visit the facilities and attend programs.  A zero 
tolerance stance will be taken as it relates to criminal behavior.  Failure to follow House Rules may be cause for 
suspension or termination of all privileges.  (Refer to House Rules Violations Page 18.) 

 
A. PARTICIPANT BEHAVIOR 

Participants are expected to be courteous to other facility users and to follow rules. The following actions will 
NOT be tolerated and may be cause for suspension or termination of all privileges and/or legal prosecution. 
1. Harassment, intimidation, or similar actions towards patrons or staff. 
2. Vulgar, obscene, abusive, derogatory, taunting, or demeaning comments and/or gestures. 
3. Destructive, dangerous or hazardous behavior to people, equipment or facilities. 
4. Staff reserves the right to confiscate membership cards/daily passes or program registration of anyone 

whose behavior creates a disturbance for others or for repeated behavioral offenses.  Any prepaid money 
for passes or memberships and programs will be forfeited if asked to leave, suspended or permanently 
banned from the facility. 

5. If the offending individual is a minor (age 17 or younger), the parent/guardian will be contacted for removal 
from the facility or program and notified of the disciplinary procedure. 

6. Smoking and/or use of the tobacco and other products are prohibited, including the use of e-cigarettes, 
vapor cigarettes or alternate smoking devices. 

 
B. DRESS/HYGIENE 

 

Appropriate participant dress is required while using the facilities. 
1. Gym clothing is preferred for all activity areas and programs other than the aquatic area. 
2. Swimming attire shall include a lined bathing suit suitable for public use. 
3. Attire worn in other activity areas will not be allowed in the aquatic area. 
4. No wet clothing outside the aquatic area or locker rooms. 
5. Shirts must be worn in all activity areas except the aquatic area. This includes the fitness hub, track, 

gymnasium, climbing wall, multipurpose room, aerobic room, and all common areas. 
6. Marring dark soled street or gym shoes of any kind will not be allowed in the gym or aerobic room. 
7. Shoes shall be clean of all dirt and grit before entering. Separate gym shoes are encouraged. 
8. Proper workout attire is required. 
9. Members/Guests must exhibit good taste and have nothing offensive or obscene in view.  Staff shall be the 

judge. 
10. Personal hygiene shall not be offensive. Please refrain from using strong smelling scents in commonly used 

spaces due to other guest sensitivities. 
11. Shoes must be worn in all areas except pool and tree fort. 
12. Socks must be worn in the tree fort. 
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C. FOOD/BEVERAGE 
 
The following policies pertain to food and beverages: 
1. Items purchased from the vending area will be limited to the atrium area, lounge and pool gallery. 
2. Spill-proof, unbreakable water bottles containing water only will be allowed in activity areas. 
3. There shall be no food or beverages allowed in any activity area. 
4. Patrons are expected to use waste receptacles for disposal. 
5. Accidental spills and stains should be reported immediately to arrange for clean-up. 
6. Lost money or concerns associated with the vending machines should be reported to the front desk. 

 
D. RECORDING DEVICES 

No cameras, cell phones or any other recording devices capable of taking still and/or video pictures shall be 
allowed in any locker room, family changing room or restroom. 

 
E. REFUSAL OF ADMISSION 
 Management reserves the right to deny admission or service to anyone who appears to be under the influence 

of alcohol or a legal/controlled substance or in violation of any facility/program rules or regulations. 
 

VII. SAFETY ISSUES 
 

A. ACCIDENTS/INJURY 
 

Accidents and/or injuries should be reported to the front desk, or staff member. 
1. First-Aid supplies (ice, band-aids, gauze, rubber gloves) will be available. These items shall be self-

administered. 
2. The swimming pool staff shall be trained in American Red Cross Lifeguard Training or another nationally 

recognized program, CPR, AED, and First Aid. 
3. Building Supervisors shall be trained in CPR, AED and First Aid. 
4. The staff will not provide transportation. 
5. Staff is available to call for medical assistance, ambulance upon request. If the person is unconscious or 

unable to respond, 911 may be called at the discretion of the staff. 
6. Accidents/injuries requiring assistance will require completion of an "Accident/Incident Report." Cooperation 

is requested. 
7. The City of Livonia is not responsible for accidents/injuries, which are incidental to the activities and/or use 

of facilities or equipment. PARTICIPATE AT YOUR OWN RISK. 
 

B. BAD WEATHER 
 

Severe weather conditions may require actions necessary to ensure guest safety. 
1. During a tornado "watch," the staff will monitor local radio stations and/or maintain communications with the 

Livonia Police Department. All activities will continue as usual during a "watch." 
2. During a tornado "warning," the staff will suspend or cancel all activities and monitor local radio stations 

and/or maintain communications with the Livonia Police Department until an "all clear" is issued. People will 
be instructed to go to the locker room areas. Avoid upper level and glass areas. Guests 18 years and older 
may leave at their own risk. Guests age 17 years and younger will be required to remain unless 
accompanied by their parent or adult guardian. Children in the Kid Quarters area will be taken to the family 
locker room. 

 
C. SNOW DAYS 

 
Every attempt will be made to maintain normal operations during extreme snowfalls. 
1. Drop-in activities will continue as scheduled provided staff is available. 
2. Scheduled classes and programs may be cancelled.  

The decision will be made by 8 p.m. for classes the following morning up to noon. 
  The decision will be made by 8 a.m. for classes from noon to 4 p.m. 
 The decision will be made by noon for classes from 4  p.m. to close. 

3. Check LivoniaParks.org, social media or call the Recreation Center at (734) 466-2900 or the weather line 
at (734) 466-2299. 

 
D. EMERGENCY SHELTER 

 
In specific situations, the Recreation Center will serve as an emergency shelter. Once declared by the Mayor’s 
office, operations of the Recreation Center may be altered or halted according to the City of Livonia’s 
Emergency Operation Plan.   
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E. WEAPONS 

 
Weapons will be checked in at desk. Locking safes are provided. 

 
 

VIII. CLASSES, PROGRAMS and, ACTIVITIES 
 
 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

While drop-in use of the facilities is a high priority, specific activity areas will also be scheduled for classes, 
programs, and special activities. 
1. Scheduled activity areas will have priority over "drop-in" use. 
2. Every effort will be made to develop and publish schedules quarterly, however, cancellations, 

rescheduling and other changes may be necessary. 
3. All classes, programs, and activities are open to the public based on fee schedule. 
4. There are three different rate schedules for classes, programs, and "special events.” (See Fees & 

Charges Policy.) 
5. Registrations for classes with limited enrollment shall be available in the following order: 

a. Members. 
b. City of Livonia Residents. 
c. Non-Residents. (See Registration Policy.) 

6. All "Fee" classes and programs are open to fully paid and registered participants only. 
7. Non-Members registered for a class or program will be required to check-in as a registered class/program 

participant upon entering for that activity. A registration receipt may be required. (See General Admittance 
Policy.) 

8. Non-Members registered for an activity will be admitted up to 20 minutes prior to the scheduled start time 
of their class or program. Participants are limited to the space where the activity, class or program takes 
place and the locker rooms. They are not allowed to use any other activity areas.  

9. Youth who are non-members 13 and younger must be supervised by a person 16 years or older. Youth 
ages 12 and older who are members may be in the facility without direct supervision. 

10. Spectators may be permitted to view a class or program, at the discretion of the instructor, and in 
designated areas only. (See Spectator Viewing Policy.) 

11. Minimum and maximum attendance limits shall be established, for all classes and programs. 
12. Unless otherwise stated, there shall be no make-ups. 
13. Refunds, pro-rations, etc. shall be according to the established policy (See Refund Policy.) 
14. Participants must follow all House Rules. 

 

 
 
 

B. REGISTRATION POLICY 
 

The following registration policy is established for classes and programs with limited enrollment: 
1. Members shall have first priority. 
2. City of Livonia Residents shall have second priority. 
3. Non-Resident shall have third priority. 
4. Specific registrations will be scheduled accordingly. 
5. Proof of residency and/or Member status will be required and determined at the time of registration. 
6. Classes and programs without enrollment limits will not have separate registrations. 
7. Registrations are taken on a "first come" basis. 
8. Fees must accompany the registration. 
9. Attend the first class as scheduled - confirmations will not always be sent. 
10. Present your class receipt or check-in with a membership scan, at the front desk, for admittance into the 

building. 
11. Tots 3 and younger may register for classes based on their parent/guardian status. 
12. Parent/Tot (3 and younger) classes may register based on either of the participants taking the class or by 

tot’s parent/guardian status. 
 
 



9 
 

C. CLASS MAKE-UP POLICY 
 

1. Classes canceled by the Department will be rescheduled or a refund issued to the customer’s account.  
2. There will be no make-ups for participants missing a scheduled class. 

 
D. GROUP FITNESS CLASS DROP-IN POLICY 

 

Space in Water Aerobic and Fitness and Wellness classes not filled by registered participants will be available 
for drop-in, based on enrollment. 
1. Participants must pay a drop-in fee. The fee is only good for attending that specific class, other activity areas 

are not included. 
2. The drop-in wristband shall be presented to the instructor upon entering the class. 
3. Certain classes will not be available for drop-in. 

 
E. BUSINESS BOOTH 

Livonia based businesses have the opportunity to participate in the business booth program. The booth is for 
informational purposes only.  No selling can be done onsite. The booth consists of one 8-foot table. See 
current flyer for rates and guidelines. 

 
IX. FACILITY RENTAL 

All or specific areas will be available for rental provided the activities are compatible with the facilities and hours of 
operation, according to our Facility Usage Policy.  

 

A. FACILITY AVAILABILITY 
1. Facilities may be available for rent when they are not in use during "regular hours" or during "after hour" 

times.   
2. Facilities are not available for commercial gain. Any on site sales must have pre-approval. 
3. Facilities will not be rented for any programs similar to City offered programs. 
4. Facilities are available under a "private party" use arrangement.  The applicant/sponsor of the activity is 

responsible for their groups' actions including any damages or losses caused to the facility. 
 

B. RESERVATIONS 
1. Reservations should be made at least two weeks in advance and will be handled on a "first come" basis. 
2. All application information must be filed and appropriate fees paid. Special needs, such as furniture, 

equipment, etc. shall not be included unless specifically stated in the application. 
3. The reservation time period shall include all set-up, activities and clean up 
4. Specific guidelines are established for general rentals and after hour rentals. 
5. Reservations will be confirmed upon approval by the Recreation Center. 
6. Reservations may be considered up to one year in advance. 
7. Organizations requesting a rental and additional contract services may be required to provide proof of 

liability insurance naming the City of Livonia as "Additional Insured" for the event. 
 

C. FEES 
1. Fees will be according to current policy.  
2. Rentals totaling less than $750 require full payment at time of application. 
3. No business/personal checks will be accepted for rental fees of $300 or more. 
4. No business/personal checks will be accepted 21 days prior to a rental. 
5. Rentals over $750 will require a deposit of 50% of rental fee or $500, whichever is greater. 
6. Damage/Clean-up deposits shall be required for rentals. 

 
D. CANCELATION FEE 

The following options are available should your plans change: 
 

1. General Rentals: 
Within a minimum of a 14-calendar day notice, you are given the option to reschedule for another date, if the 
date is available. You will be charged a processing fee of $25.  

 A refund will be issued under the following terms: 
1. With 30-100 days or more notification you will be charged 25% of the payment. 
2. With 14-29 days notification you will be charged 50% of the payment. 
3. With 0-13 days notification you will have no refund of payment. 

 
2. After Hour Rentals 

  A refund will be issued under the following terms: 
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1. With 180 days or more notification you will be charged 25% of the rental fee. 
2. With 30-179 days notification you will be charged 50% of the rental fee. 
3. With 0-29 days notification you will have no refund of required deposit. 

 
Note: A refund check will take 4-6 weeks to process. Payments made by credit/debit card will be credited back 
to that card. 
 

E. SET-UP 
1. All furniture, equipment, decorations, and other needs shall be detailed in the application and approved in 

advance. Decorations shall not be attached to the walls, ceilings, or sprinkler systems. Decorations shall 
not alter or damage any surfaces. 

2. All guests shall check-in at the front desk. 
3. Events may be catered. Caterers will only be allowed use of the facilities during the approved time period. 

(See Catering Policy.) 
4. Caterers must be approved by the Recreation Department and have a current Health Department license. 
5. Security may be required at the discretion of the City. All costs are the responsibility of the renter. 

 
F. CLEAN UP 

1. Clean-up shall be performed during the approved rental time period. 
2. Clean-up shall include, but not be limited to:  

a. Removal of all food, beverages, decorations, displays, equipment, or other materials. 
b. Wipe tables, chairs, countertops, and appliances.  
c. Clean-up spills and sweep floors. 
d. Dumpsters are available, deposit trash in proper receptacles. 
e. Any other clean-up necessary. Report special needs to the Supervisor. 

3. Damage/clean-up deposits will be forfeited if the facility is not completely clean. 
4. Supervisors shall inspect the room when cleanup is complete 

 
G. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. Guests must follow the established House Rules. Violations of such rules or misrepresentation of use may 
be cause for immediate cancellation of the rental, without refund. Future rentals may not be allowed. 

2. Use will be restricted to the terms of the application including area reserved, time of entry and departure, 
intended activity, etc. 

3. Conduct shall not violate local, state, or federal laws and shall at all times be conducted in a mature and 
responsible manner. 

4. Rentals shall not infringe on or restrict the use of other facilities in the Recreation Center. 
5. Staff will perform their regular assigned duties; they are not available for group supervision. 
6. Supervision shall be required for all youth groups including male chaperons for male participants and female 

chaperons for female participants.  Minimum chaperons requirements are as follows: 
a. Ages 12 and Younger:  Chaperones, 21 years minimum; ratio 1:10 minimum. 
b. Ages 13 and Older:  Chaperones, 21 years minimum; ratio 1:15 minimum. 
c. In water Chaperone is required for non-swimmers; ratio 1:3 maximum. 

7. Entertainment, catering, or other agents of the group are the responsibility of the applicant. 
8. Accidents occurring on the property must be reported immediately to the building supervisor on duty. 
9. Smoking and/or use of the tobacco and other products are prohibited, including the use of e-cigarettes, 

vapor cigarettes or alternate smoking devices. 
10. Selling merchandise, food, or other items requires prior approval. 
11. No alcoholic beverages are allowed in the facility.  
12. Only music suitable for a public facility will be allowable. The volume is subject to control by staff. 

 
H. CATERING POLICY 

Use of the Service Pantry by individuals or commercial caterers will be subject to the following: 
1. Use of the Service Pantry shall be the responsibility of the applicant renting the Service Pantry. 
2. The Service Pantry shall only be available for use during the time period approved on the application. 
3. Appliances shall only be used for their intended purpose. 
4. Report any damages, malfunctions, or problems immediately to the building supervisor. 
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5. Do not overload outlets. 
6. Completely clean up all surfaces, appliances and equipment affected by such use. 
7. The City of Livonia is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged personal property. 
8. All items shall be removed or disposed of in proper receptacles. There shall be no food or garbage or other 

supplies left in the building (dumpsters are available). 
9. Caterers must be approved by the Recreation Department and have a current Health Department License 

and insurance 
 
X. AQUATICS POLICIES 
 

A. GENERAL RULES 
 

1. Always soap shower before swimming. 
2. Youth who are non-members 13 and younger must be supervised by a person 16 years or older. Youth 

ages 12 and older who are members may be in the facility without direct supervision. 
3. Non-swimmers must have a parent/guardian within arm’s reach at all times. 
4. River Run and Water Slide riders less than 48 inches tall must be accompanied by a parent or responsible 

person at least 16 years of age. 
5. Avoid water activities if you have had diarrhea or a contagious disease in the past two weeks. 
6. Children who are not toilet trained must wear swim diaper. 
7. An appropriate lined bathing suit is required for swimming, no street clothes in the water. 
8. Street shoes are prohibited on the pool deck.   
9. Only Coast Guard approved lifejackets and floatation devices built into the bathing suit are allowed. The 

use of these items requires parent/guardian to be within arm’s reach of the youth at all times 
10. In water Chaperone is required for non-swimmers; ratio 1:3 maximum. 
11. Toys and air filled devices may not be brought into or used in the pools.     
12. Food/Drink not permitted in the pool area. Plastic water bottles only. 
13. No running, rough play, climbing on or hanging from the features, foul language, hypoxic training, holding 

of breath, spitting, pollution of the water, hanging on pool dividers/ropes and jumping or diving from deck 
into inner tubes. 

14. Diving is only allowed in designated areas of the Lap Pool. 
15. No handstands, flips, or somersaults in Leisure Pool. 
16. Keep off the island except for emergency use. 
17. Patrons are responsible for recognizing their own limitations and acting in the best interest of their own 

safety. 
18. Please report all injuries to the pool office. 
19. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen or damaged. 
20. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc. are not permitted in the aquatic area. Please utilize 

lockers. 
21. Lifeguards are responsible for enforcing these and any additional rules, which are necessary for safety 

and control of the aquatic area. 
 

B. SLIDE 
 

1. People with heart conditions, pregnancy or back problems are advised not to use the slide. 
2. Riders must be 48 inches or taller and be able to reach the handles at the same time, unassisted. . 
3. Riders wearing a coast guard approved lifejacket, must ride in a double tube with a person that is 16 years 

or older. Rider must be able to reach both handles at the same time, unassisted. 
4. Riders must stay on the inner tube the entire ride. 
5. Slide feet first only, on back in a sitting position. 
6. Keep hands inside the slide and refrain from turning, stopping or falling off of tube. 
7. Rapid succession of sliding is not permitted. 
8. Do not throw any items from the stairs or slide at any time. 
9. Goggles, eyeglasses, watches and metal objects are not allowed on the slide. 
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10. Please exit the plunge pool immediately. 
11. All other Aquatic Area rules must be observed. 
12. Guards may restrict use of the slide as needed. 
 

C.  RIDER SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

TO ASSURE YOUR SAFE ENJOYMENT RIDERS MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING STATE LAW 
REQUIREMENTS. 
1. Obey the posted safety rules and oral instructions from ride operators. 
2. Avoid any action that may injure you or others. 
3. Stay within the limits of your ability. 
4. Use safety devices. 
5. Do not interfere with safety devices or disconnect/disable safety devices. 
6. Do not alter the intended speed, course, or direction of the ride. 
7. Do not touch the operator’s control. 
8. Do not extend your arms or legs beyond the carrier or seating area. 
9. Do not throw or drop any objects from or toward a ride. 
10. Get off ride properly at the designated time and place. 
11. Control the speed or direction of the ride or your body as instructed. 
12. Do not interfere with safe operation. 
13. Do not swing or bounce on rides unless instructed. 

 
YOU MAY NOT GET ON A RIDE UNLESS YOU: 
1. Know how to get on, use and get off the ride. 
2. Have read, understand and meet each ride’s posted signs and requirements. 
3. Know the limits of your ability and that the ride will not exceed your limits. 
4. Are not under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
5. Are authorized by the operator to get on the ride. 
  
REPORT ALL INJURIES TO THE POOL OFFICE. 

 
“STATE LAW REQUIRES RIDERS TO OBEY ALL WARNINGS AND DIRECTIONS FOR CARNIVAL OR AMUSEMENT 
RIDES, AND BEHAVE IN A MANNER THAT WILL NOT CAUSE OR CONTRIBUTE TO THE INJURY OF 
THEMSELVES OR OTHERS. RIDERS MUST REPORT INJURIES PRIOR TO LEAVING THE PREMISES.” 
 

D.  SPRAY GROUND 
 

1. Food/Drink not permitted in spray ground area. Non glass water bottles only. 
2. No rough play, climbing on, hanging from the features, spitting, pollution of the water, foul language and 

glass objects. 
3. All other Aquatic Area rules must be observed. 
4. No Lifeguard on duty in Spray Ground area. 

 
E.  DIVING 

 
1. One person on board at a time and no one on the ladder until the diving board is cleared. 
2. Do not dive until the previous diver has cleared the area below the board and has reached the side. 
3. Dive in a forward direction only. No flips, twists, or summersaults. 
4. No horseplay on the diving board. 
5. Only one bounce on the diving board. 
6. Swimmers must stay out of the diving area while board is in use. 
7. The diving board may be closed at the guard's discretion. 
8. Please do not dive from racing blocks without direct supervision and the training of a qualified person.  

F.  LAP POOL 
 

1. Diving is allowed in designated areas, please watch for the movable floor depth markers. 
2. During lap swim please observe lane speeds and swim in a circle pattern. Stay to the right side and swim 

in a counter clockwise direction. 
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3. When passing others please gently tap the foot of the swimmer ahead of you and then pass to the center 
of the lane.  Watch for on-coming swimmers. 

4. Swimmers who need to rest should sit on the side of the pool and avoid hanging on lane lines. 
5. No swimming under the bulkhead. 
6. All other Aquatic Area rules must be observed. 

 
G. HOT TUB/SPA 

 
Always soap shower before entering. 
1. You must be at least 14 years old to enter unsupervised. 
2.  Youth 11-13 years are permitted with direct parental/guardian supervision, depending on bathing load. 
3. Youth 10 and younger are prohibited for health reasons. 
4. Avoid putting your head underwater. 
5. Pregnant women, the elderly, and those with heart conditions should consult a physician before using the 

spa. 
6. Do not exceed 10 minutes. Long exposure may result in nausea, dizziness, or faintness. 
7. CAUTION WARM WATER: May not be suitable for those with certain health issues or young children. 
8. All other Aquatic Area rules must be observed. 

 
H.  SAUNA 

 
1. You must be at least 18 years old to enter unsupervised. 
2. Youth 17 years or younger are permitted with direct parental/guardian supervision. 
3. Avoid sitting or lying directly on benches.  Be in a bathing suit or sit on a towel. 
4. Do not exceed 10 minutes. Long exposure may result in nausea, dizziness, or faintness. 
5. May not be suitable for those with certain health conditions, please consult your physician before use. 
6. No personal grooming/shaving. 
7. No water or other material may be placed on heater, rocks or sensors. 

 
XI. INDIVIDUAL ROOM RULES 
 

A. LOCKER ROOMS and LOCKERS 
 

1. Lockers are for day-use only. Locks remaining on lockers overnight will be cut, and items will be removed 
and placed in the lost and found. 

2. Guests must bring their own locks or purchase a lock at the Front Desk. Lockers are available on a "first 
come" basis. 

3. No glass, food, gum, or beverages are permitted in the locker rooms. 
4. Personal soap and shampoo shall not be left in the shower area. 
5. Individuals must completely dry off in the shower area before returning to the locker area. 
6. Plugged in hair styling items may not be left unattended. 
7. You must bring your own towel. 
8. No opposite sex individuals in men’s or women’s locker rooms. Please use family locker room. 
9. Transgender or transitioning individuals, can use family locker room cabanas.  Transgender or transitioning 

individuals identify with or express a gender identity that differs from the one which corresponds to the 
person’s sex at birth. 

10. The City of Livonia is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged items. It is recommended that valuables 
not be brought into the Center. Lock your locker. 

 
 

B. FAMILY LOCKER ROOM 
 

1. Children 9 years and older should use appropriate locker rooms. 
2. Parent/Guardian must accompany children. 
3. Transitioning or transgender individuals can use the cabanas. 
4. Please use cabanas quickly, as others may be waiting. 
5. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
6. Please do not leave any personal items in cabanas. Please utilize lockers. 
7. Locks left on lockers overnight will be cut off daily. 
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8. Hallway is under video surveillance. 
 

 

C. FITNESS HUB RULES 
 

1. Children aged 12 and younger are not permitted in the Fitness Hub. This includes strollers, baby carriers, 
and children sitting inside the fitness hub area while a parent/guardian is exercising. 

2. Teens between the ages of 13-15 may use the Fitness Hub equipment when accompanied by a paying 
adult who is responsible for direct supervision. An adult needs to be immediately adjacent to the machine 
that the child is using. The adult may be using an adjacent machine or standing next to the machine that 
the child is on. 

3. Teens 13-15 years of age may use the fitness room equipment without parent supervision by completing 
the Teens in Training class. Once completed, teens between 13-15 may exercise without direct adult 
supervision.   

4. Non-marking rubber soled athletic shoes covering entire foot required. Sandals, spiked shoes, work boots, 
and flip-flop types of shoes are not permitted. 

5. Shirts or appropriate attire must be worn at all times. Bathing suits are not permitted in the Fitness Hub. 
6. Food/Drink not permitted in the Fitness Hub. Non glass water bottles only. 
7. Please be considerate of others, wipe down equipment after each use.  
8. Return weight plates and dumbbells to the racks provided. 
9. Please allow others to “work in” (share) the circuit equipment in between sets. 
10. Please be patient with other users when cardio equipment is full.   
11. Staff reserves the right to inform patrons how to use equipment properly. 
12. Report maintenance problems or other facility problems to staff. 
13. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
14. Please store personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc. in the Fitness Hub cubbies or lockers. 
15. Observe instruction placards on the equipment. 
16. Observe caution around weight machines with weight stacks, cardio machines, and free weights. 
17. Do not add external weights to individual selectorized machine weights. 
18. Do not drop or bang weights. 
19. Headphones or ear buds are required for all personal music devices. 
20. Television channels can be changed on an individual basis. Remote controls are located within the Fitness 

Hub and Cardio Room. Please return remote controls, after use. When changing channels, please be 
considerate of others viewing.   

21. EXERCISE/LIFT AT YOUR OWN RISK. 
 

D. TRACK RULES 
 

The track is designed for fitness use only. Participants should be courteous of other users. 
1. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc. not permitted on Track or Track area. Please utilize 

lockers. 
2. Non-marking rubber soled athletic shoes covering entire foot required. 
3. Stretching allowed in designated area only. 
4. Slower traffic/ walkers please stay to inside. Pass on outside only. 
5. In-line skates and scooters not permitted on Track. 
6. Food/ Drink not permitted on Track. Non glass water bottles only. 
7. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
8. Eleven laps to the mile. 
9. Youth who are non-members ages 13 and younger must be supervised by a person 16 years or older. 

Youth members ages 12 and older may utilize the track without direct supervision. 
10. Proper attire is required including a shirt and clean shoes. 
11. Headphones or ear buds are required for all personal music devices. 
12. Stopping to observe activities in the gymnasium below is prohibited. 

Strollers are only allowed on the walking lane.   
 

E. GYMNASIUM RULES 
 

The following gymnasium rules are in effect: 
1. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc., not permitted in hallways, lobbies, or activity areas in or 
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around the gyms. Please utilize lockers. 
2. Non-marking rubber soled athletic shoes covering entire foot required. Separate gym shoes are 

encouraged. 
3. Shirts required at all times. 
4. The following are prohibited: 

a. Dunking or hanging on rims. 
b. Spitting. 
c. Fighting, abusive language, or disorderly conduct. 
d. Shooting on baskets being used during full court games. 

5. Sportsmanship is the golden rule. Treat others as you wish to be treated. 
6. Food/ Drink not permitted in GYM. Non glass water bottles only. 
7. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
8. Open wounds/bleeding must be covered to participate. Clothing soiled with bodily fluids must be changed. 
 

F. VOLLEYBALL RULES 
 

1. Games will be played to 15 points using rally scoring.  
2. Teams who win two games in a row must sit out. Two new teams play the next game.  
3. If players have lost in the previous game, they must sit out at least the next game unless the number of 

players prohibits this.  
4. When player numbers and different skill levels exist, courts will be divided up into beginner/intermediate 

and intermediate/advanced. 
 

G. OPEN BASKETBALL RULES 
 

1. All games, full court and half court, end at nine points; one basket equals one point. Winning is by one 
point. 

2. Spectators are not permitted to interfere in the game in progress in any way, such as shooting at the 
opposite basket during a game. 

3. No dunking or hanging on rims. 
4. The next game is determined by time of arrival and writing team name or representative on board provided 

in gym. If board is not available, next in line must call “next” or “winners”. No one may sign up any other 
person. 

5. Players on the losing team may not play in the following game if there are five or more people waiting in 
the gym to play. 

6. If the number of players in the gym amounts to ten people per basket, the staff reserves the right to stop 
full court play in favor of half court games. 

7. Inappropriate behavior or abusive language may result in teams or individuals being asked to leave the 
court or the building. 

8. Any player who is cut or bleeding must stop playing. Please contact a building manager or a gym 
supervisor for any injury. 

9. Winning team stays on the court until they lose a game.  
10. These rules will be enforced upon request. If you need assistance, please contact a building manager or 

gym supervisor. 
 

H. KID QUARTERS RULES 
 

1. Maximum time limit of two hours. 
2. The parent/guardian may not leave the building at any time. 
3. Parent/Legal Guardian must sign children in and out of the Kid Quarters. Once a child is in the Kid-

Quarters, the child will not be allowed to leave until a Parent/Legal Guardian signs them out. Parent/Legal 
Guardian must let Kid Quarters staff know if someone other than themselves will be picking up their child. 

4. Picture I.D. will be required at time of check out. 
5. Children are not to be brought to the Kid Quarters if they are ill. Children cannot be brought to the Kid 

Quarters if they are kept home from school, because of illness or not feeling well. If we notice any signs of 
illness, we will not accept your child in the Kid Quarters. Child must be clear of illness, for a minimum of 
24 hours, before returning to the Kid Quarters. 

6. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. Any items 
brought from home should be labeled and kept to a minimum. 

7. Kid Quarters fees shall be published. All fees are paid at the front desk. Receipts shall be presented to the 
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Kid Quarters staff upon arrival. 
8. Children must be at least 6 months of age, and not older than 12 years of age. 
9. The ratio of attendants to children will be 1:10. Of those 10 no more than two children can be younger than 

14 months old. 
10. No food and/or drinks will be allowed in the Kid Quarters. Non-glass water bottle or personal sippy cups 

only. 
11. Upon arrival, please attend to your child's bathroom and/or diaper needs. Kid Quarters staff DOES NOT 

change diapers and children who are toilet trained need to wear loose fitting clothes to use the bathroom 
themselves. Parents will be summoned to take care of their child if needed. This policy is in effect to assure 
both child and staff safety in Kid Quarters. 

12. Parents will be responsible to take their child's coat, boots, hat, etc. with them to the locker room. 
13. Excessive and/or uncontrollable crying is disturbing to your child as well as others. If this should happen, 

we may summon you and ask you to take your child from Kid Quarters. 
14. The staff will make every effort to correct a disruptive child, in a positive manner. The staff reserves the right 

to suspend childcare services to that child.  The youth behavior guidelines will be followed.  
15. In the event of a "Tornado Warning," all Kid Quarters children will be taken to the Family Locker room area. 
16. In the event of a fire or emergency evacuation, all Kid Quarters children will be taken to the soccer field area 

directly outside Kid Quarters play area. 
17. These rules are intended to provide your child with a safe and fun time with us. If you have any questions, 

please ask. 
 

I. ACTIVITY ROOM 
 

1. Food/Drink not permitted in Activity Room. Non-glass water bottles only. 
2. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc., not permitted in hallways or Activity Room. Please utilize 

lockers. 
3. Non-marking, rubber soled athletic shoes covering entire foot required. 
4. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 

 
J.  LOUNGE  

 
1. It is designed to be a quiet lounge. Please be respectful of those around you. 
2. Volume on TV or radios must remain low. 

 
K.  SPECTATOR GALLERY RULES 

 
1. No throwing of objects 
2. Youth ages 13 and younger must be supervised by a person 16 years or older, unless the 12-13-year-old 

is a member. 
3. Sportsmanship starts here, be respectful to coaches, instructors, officials, and each other. 
4. Profanity, abusive language, or other distracting activity is not accepted. 
5. Keep ramp access clear at all times. 
6. No leaning over the glass wall. 

 
      L. AEROBICS ROOM 

 

1. Food/Drink not permitted in Aerobics Room. Non glass water bottles only. 
2. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc., not permitted in hallways or on Aerobics Room floor. 

Please utilize lockers or cubbies to store personal belongings. 
3. Non-marking, rubber soled athletic shoes covering entire foot required. 
4. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 

 
 

M.  CLIMBING WALL 
 

1. Climbers must pass a Belay and Safety Test, prior to climbing the wall for the first time. 
2. Non-marking rubber soled athletic shoes covering the entire foot, climbing shoes, or hiking shoes 

permitted. No sandals or flip-flops. 
3. Climbers must “sign in” prior to climbing. 
4. Climbers ages 18 and older may boulder (climb un-roped) provided their feet are not higher than 60 

inches off the floor. Climbing above these heights require use of harness, rope and belayer. 
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5. Minimum age to climb is 6 years old. Youth ages 13 and younger must be supervised by a person 16 
years or older, unless the 12-13-year-old is a member. 

6. BEFORE participating or accessing the climbing wall, you must sign a Waiver and Release of Liability 
Form. Youths, ages 17 and younger, require a parent or guardian signature.   

7. Report all loose holds to staff immediately. 
8. Climbers are required to have their and their belayer’s setup and equipment inspected by a Wall 

Supervisor prior to climbing. 
9. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
10. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc. not permitted in climbing area. Please utilize lockers. 
11. Do not enter the climbing area when it is closed. 
12. Do not belay a climber that is more than double your weight. Tie-ins are available. 

 
 

N.  TREE FORT 
 

1. Socks must be worn at all times. Socks may be purchased at the front desk. 
2. Please remove loose jewelry, strings, and tie cords. 
3. The following are prohibited in any area of the Tree Fort. 

A. Running. 
B. Rough Play/ Abusive language 
C. Party/gift opening.  
D.    Food/ Drink not permitted in Tree Fort. Non glass water bottles only.  

 E.    Climbing on OUTSIDE of Tree Fort. 
1. The toddler area is restricted for children 3 and younger only. 
2. Wash hands before and after playing in the Tree Fort. 
3. Children are not to play in the Tree-Fort if they are ill. 
4. Personal belongings, toys, gym bags, backpacks, etc., not permitted in the Tree Fort area. 

Please utilize lockers or shoe cubbies. 
5. Please notify staff of any damage to the Tree Fort. 
6. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
7. The Tree Fort is not designed for “childcare” substitution. 

 
4. Maximum age in the Tree Fort is 10 years old. Must be accompanied by a responsible person 16 years or 

older. 
 

O.  MEETING/PARTY/ACTIVITY/MULTI PURPOSE ROOM 
 

1. Room must be left in same condition you found it. 
2.     No items can be attached to walls. Utilize wall hangers only. 
3.     No furniture can be moved from one room to another. 
4.     See facility Rental Policy. 

 

XII. OUTDOOR FACILITY RULES 
 

A.  SKATE PARK 
 

The Skate Park is used by both experienced and inexperienced riders. In order to maintain a safe an 
denjoyable environment for all, Livonia Parks and Recreation respectfully asks everyone be aware and adhere 
to the following policies.  
 
1. The Skate Park is a mixed-use facility intended for skateboards, inline skates, bikes or scooters.  
2. Helmets are required by all participants at all times while on the skating surface. Elbow pads, knee pads 

and additional safety equipment are strongly recommended. 
3. Livonia Parks and Recreation reserves the right to change the hours of operation as necessary and close 

the park in the event of inclement weather, special events and other reasons deemed necessary. 
4. Smoking, drug use/possession, and alcohol consumption are strictly prohibited. 
5. Unlawful entry into the facility will result in a trespassing citation and possible suspension from the 

Recreation Center and surrounding property. 
6. Food/drink are prohibited within the skate park. Non glass water bottles only. 
7. No horseplay, fighting, or profanity permitted in the park. 



18 
 

8. One person at a time on a ramp. Observe flow patterns, and proceed down ramps when clear of other 
riders. 

9. Children ages 10 and younger must be supervised by a parent/guardian. 
10. Please report any damage to ramps, skating surface, or other maintenance issues to Livonia Parks' 

Administrative Staff. All equipment must be in proper working order. 
11. Proper attire required. Shirt and shoes are mandatory. No loose jewelry allowed. 
12. No headphones. Music may be played at a low volume. Livonia Parks and Recreation reserves the right to 

eliminate music at any time. 
13. We are not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged personal property. 
14. Livonia Parks and Recreation reserves the right to restrict entry to the facility or ask individuals to leave 

the park if these guidelines are not followed or if unsafe behavior is observed. 
15. Skate boarding\rollerblading can be dangerous. Skate at your own Risk. In choosing to participate in this 

activity, you assume all risk. 
 

B. INLINE SKATE RINK 
 

Inline skating can be dangerous. Skate at your own Risk. In choosing to participate in this activity, you 
assume all risk. 
 
1. Protective equipment is recommended. 
2. Youth 11 years and younger must be supervised by a parent. 
3. Limit game time to 45 minutes when another group is waiting. 
4. Food/Drink not permitted on the in-line rink. Non glass water bottles only. 
5. Personal belongings, gym bags, backpacks, etc. are not permitted on the in-line rink. 
6. No headphones, ear buds or amplified devices are allowed. 
7. No smoking, tobacco products, or foul language. 
8. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal property lost, stolen, or damaged. 
9. Report vandalism to the staff. 
10. Please remove loose fitting jewelry or tuck inside clothing. 
11. Use of this rink is free of charge. Recreation Department programs or permits have priority. 

 
C. SAND VOLLEYBALL 

 
1. The Recreation Center is not responsible for personal belongings lost, stolen, or damaged. 
2. Report all damage to the front office. 
3. Recreation Department league play has precedence over recreational play. 
4. Respect and good sportsmanship are encouraged. 
5. Court hours are dawn to dusk. 

 
D.  JOG/WALK PATH 

 
1. No motorized vehicles allowed on path 
2. Stay to the right of path. 
3. Announce yourself when passing on the left. 
4. No sitting or standing on path. 
5. Pets must be on a leash no longer then six feet. 
6. No sledding allowed. 

 
XIII. GENERAL POLICIES 

 
A. TELEVISIONS, RADIOS, SOUND SYSTEM 

 
The staff shall control all televisions, radios and other sound systems. 
1. The staff shall have final say in determining the type and volume of all television programs and music 

approved for use in the facility. 
2. Requests and/or problems may be reported to the front desk. 
3. Personal listening devices will be allowed provided headphones are used. The sound shall be kept 

reasonable not to disturb others. 
 
 

B. LOST AND FOUND 
 

The City of Livonia is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged personal property of any kind. 
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1. Lost and found items will be kept for up to 14 days, after which they may be disposed of according to City 
Policy, turned over to charity, or discarded. 

2. Valuables may be turned over to the City of Livonia Police Department immediately. 
3. Personal care items and underwear may be discarded immediately. 
4. Items left in lockers overnight will be considered "lost and found" property. 

 
C. PHONE USE AND PAGING 

 
1. Paging requests will be limited to emergencies only. 
2. Office phones are not for public use.  

 
D. BULLETIN BOARDS 

 
Only approved flyers or literature will be allowed to be posted anywhere in the building or placed on the grounds. 

 
E. PETITION GATHERING AND LITERATURE HANDOUTS 

 
It is prohibited to gather petition signatures or distribute literature inside any recreation facility unless previously 
authorized by the Department. The Department will allow reasonable signature gathering outside the facilities 
as long as areas of entrance and exit are not blocked, no harassment, intimidation of people or general disruption 
of a person’s normal conduct to utilize the facility is done. 

 

XIV. VIOLATIONS 
 

House Rules have been established to provide consistent guidelines for the use and operation of the building, 
facilities, and grounds. Knowledge of such rules is the responsibility of the patron. Failure to follow the established 
policies may be cause for suspension or termination of all privileges.   While the actions listed on B. Violations are 
not intended to be exclusive, they illustrate the kinds of offenses encompassed within this rule, but it must be 
remembered that any conduct, which is intentionally done for the purpose of disruption, or is likely to result in 
disruption is forbidden.  Appeals for suspensions or terminations may be made based on the Appeal Process. 
 
A. NOTIFICATION 

 
Violation of the House Rules may result in a suspension.  The suspended individual shall receive a written notice 
of suspension citing the reason for suspension and appeal process.  If the individual enters the property/program 
in violation of the notice, a warrant will be issued for their arrest.  The suspended individual may not visit the 
facility/program from which they were suspended. 

 
B. VIOLATIONS 

 
This list is not exclusive but intended to be used for reference purposes only and is subject to discretionary 
adjustments. 

VIOLATION RESULTING ACTION 
 

House Rule Violation Maximum of one-year suspension from the facility. 
 

Horseplay Maximum of one-year suspension from the facility. 
 

Verbal Abuse, Harassment, Intimidation, 
Disrespectful to staff 

Maximum of one-year suspension from the facility. 
Contact of legal authority. 
 

Unauthorized Entry Maximum of one-year suspension from the facility.  
Contact of legal authority (trespass notice issued, 
legal action). Second offense permanent suspension.  
 

Punching, Hitting, Fighting, Assault and Battery 
 

Minimum of one-year suspension from the facility. 
Contact of legal authority. 

Vandalism Maximum of one-year suspension from the facility. 
Contact of legal authority (trespass notice and tickets 
issued) financial restitution to repair damage to 
facility, equipment, or property. 

Unauthorized use of recording device Minimum of one-year suspension from the facility.  
Contact of Legal authority (trespass notice issued, 
legal action.) 

Loitering 
 

Maximum of one-year suspension from the facility. 
Contact of legal authority (trespass notice issued). 
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Discharge of Fire Extinguisher or False Fire Alarm 
 

Maximum one-year suspension from the facility.  
Contact of legal authority (trespass notice and tickets 
issued), financial restitution to recharge or replace 
extinguisher and to repair any damage to facility. 

Smoking in building Immediate daily suspension from the facility. 
Contact of legal authority if a minor. 
 

Stealing 
 

Maximum of a permanent suspension from the 
facility. Contact of legal authority (legal action). 

Possession, Sale or Distribution of a Controlled 
Substance Synthetic Marijuana, K2, Spice and any 
similar products 

Maximum of a permanent suspension from the 
facility.  Contact of legal authority (issuance of 
trespass notice, legal action). 

Unauthorized use or inappropriate use of  
Computers 

Maximum of a permanent suspension from the 
facility.  
Contact of legal authority 

  
C. APPEALS 

 
The suspended person (or their guardian) shall have the right to appeal within three business days from the date 
of the suspension notice. The appeal shall be made in writing to the Facility Manager. If you do not agree with 
the Facility manager’s decision, you then may submit in writing, a request for an appeal to the Assistant 
Superintendent or Superintendent within five business days. Failure to request an appeal within the specified 
time will terminate the appeal process. 
 
If the suspension is upheld through this appeal process, the individual may request a hearing before the Parks 
& Recreation Commission as a final resort as follows. 
 

D. REVIEW BOARD PROCEDURE 
 

1. Suspended individual (or their guardian) shall submit a written request for review within seven business 
days from the Assistant Superintendent or Superintendent’s decision. 

2. A meeting with the Parks and Recreation Commission shall be scheduled at the next scheduled monthly 
meeting.  Meetings are held as posted at the Recreation Center conference room. 

3. Parks and Recreation staff shall provide a copy of all reports, data and documents surrounding the incident 
and verbally present the facts in support of the suspension. 

4. The suspended individual (or their guardian) shall have the right to present facts in opposition to the 
suspension. 

5. The Commission shall review all information and announce their decision within two weeks. 
6. Parks and Recreation Commission may decide to: 

a. Uphold the original suspension 
b. Uphold the suspension with a modification 
c. Overturn the suspension 

7. While all decisions of the Commission are final, the Commission will entertain a petition for reconsideration 
of a suspension given to a minor child (a child younger than 18 years old).  In that instance the Parks and 
Recreation Commission may decide to: 
a. Uphold the original suspension 
b. Uphold the suspension with a modification 
c. Overturn the suspension 

 
XV. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
        

Rules may be changed by management at any time to maintain safety and best use of the facility. 
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A.  Signs that will be displayed for a period of seven (7) consecutive days or less are 
allowed as long as a Special Event Sign permit is issued. The application for a 
Special Event sign permit shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator, and shall 
include the following:  

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

1. Plans indicating the following: 
 
a. Site layout (building location, parking, etc.) 
b. Number, size and location of proposed signs, including banners, 

flags, cold air balloons, and other forms of signage. 
 

2. Documentation detailing desired dates for the placement of the Special 
Event signs.  

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
3. If the applicant for the Special Event Sign permit is not the property owner 

of the site where the signage is proposed to be located, then the written 
approval of property owner must be submitted with the application.  

 
4. The required application fee, as set forth in Chapter 60 of the Troy City 

Code.  
 
Exception: All fees for a Special Event sign application shall be waived for 
all non-profit applicants who provide satisfactory proof of the non-profit 
status to the Zoning Administrator. 
 

B. A Special Event Sign permit shall be issued for not more than seven (7) 
consecutive days within any twelve (12) month period. 

 
C. No more than four off-site signs related to a Special Event may be permitted. Such 

off-site signs shall each be limited to six (6) square feet in area. Applicant must 
also submit written approval from the owners of properties where the off-site 
Special Event Signs are proposed to be located. This permission must be provided 
prior to the issuance of a permit. 

 
85.03.02  Temporary Signs  

 
A. Temporary signs as defined in Section 85.01.03 are allowed without a permit 

subject to the following:  
 
1. Size of Temporary Signs: The total aggregate sign area of all temporary 

signs on any one site shall not exceed fourteen (14) square feet. The 
maximum size of individual temporary signs shall not exceed six square 
feet in area. Temporary signs shall not be higher than forty-two (42) 
inches above average mean grade of the yard on which it is placed. 
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Exceptions: 
 

a. For uses other than one and two family dwellings, temporary signs 
for buildings under construction shall be a maximum size of 10% of 
the square foot area of the front of the structure, and not more than 
10 feet in height. 

 
b. One temporary sign located on vacant land that is for sale or for 

lease, when the parcel exceeds two acres in area, shall be allowed 
to have a size equal to 15 square feet of sign area per acre of land 
or 15 square feet of sign area per 100 lineal feet of thoroughfare 
frontage. In no case shall the sign be allowed to exceed 100 square 
feet of sign area or be more than 10 feet in height. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
2. Location of Temporary Signs: 

 
a. Temporary signs shall not be attached to any utility pole or be 

located within any public right-of-way. 
 
b. Temporary signs shall not be located closer than twenty (20) feet to 

the edge of the traveled portion of the roadway and shall not be 
located in a dedicated right-of-way.  

 
c. Temporary signs shall not be erected in such a manner that they 

will or reasonably may be expected to interfere with, obstruct, 
confuse or mislead traffic. 

 
d. Temporary signs cannot be placed or constructed so as to create a 

hazard of any kind.  
 
e. Prior to the erection or placement of a temporary sign, the 

permission of the property owner where the sign is to be located 
must be secured. 

 
f. Signs shall be located so as to comply with the corner clearance 

requirements of Section 85.01.05 B. 
 
g. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated except as provided in 

Section 85.03.06. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
 

3. Time Limitations for Temporary Signs:  Temporary signs shall be removed 
within 60 days of placement, except for temporary signs that are located 
on real property that is for sale or lease.  

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
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85.03.03  Road Closure Construction Signs 
 

One sign, not exceeding 36 square feet in area, shall be permitted for each owner 
or tenant of a building located on property adjacent to a road lane that is closed due 
to construction activity for a period of 30 or more calendar days.  Ground signs shall 
not exceed 10 feet in height and shall be located outside of the right-of-way.  Wall 
signs shall be placed flat against the exterior surface of the building, shall not 
project more than 12 inches from the building surface, and shall not project above 
the roof or parapet line. Signs shall be removed upon the opening of all road lanes 
adjacent to the property. 

(Renumbered:. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
85.03.04  Signs on Motor Vehicles  
 
A. No person, corporation, partnership or other legal business entity shall attach a sign 

to a motor vehicle, trailer, or other mobile structure where the primary use of such 
structure is to provide a base for such sign or to constitute the sign itself.  This 
provision shall not be interpreted to prohibit identification signs on vehicles used for 
normal business purposes, nor shall it be interpreted to prohibit bumper stickers.   

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

B. No person shall place a sign on a motor vehicle offered for sale or trade except as 
follows: 

 
1. Properly licensed auto dealerships and properly licensed used car lots may 

place signs on motor vehicles located on the dealership lot. 
 

2. The owner of a motor vehicle may place a sign on or within the vehicle 
provided: 

 
a. The vehicle is located only on the vehicle owner’s residential 

property; and 
 

b. Not more than one vehicle with a sign is displayed on the residential 
property. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

3. The owner of non-residential property may place or allow to be placed a 
sign on or within the vehicle provided that not more than one vehicle is 
displayed on the nonresidential property 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
C. Proof that the vehicle described in the citation issued for violating this Section was 

parked in violation of this Section, together with proof that the defendant named in 
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the citation was at the time of the cited parking the registered owner of the vehicle 
constitutes a presumption that the registered owner is responsible for the violation. 

(Renumbered; Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

D. Signs on motor vehicles allowed under this Section do not require permits. 

(Renumbered; Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

85.03.05 Flags 
 

(Renumbered: 06-07-2010) 
 
A flag adopted by the federal government, a state government, or the local government 
may be displayed under the law that adopts its use and as provided below in the following 
subsections: 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
A. In residentially zoned districts, two flags and one flag pole may be displayed.  Each 

flag may not exceed 15 square feet in area and the flag pole may not exceed 25 
feet in height.  

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
B. In nonresidential zoned districts, 4 flags and two flag poles may be displayed.  Each 

flag may not exceed 15 square feet in area and the flag poles may not exceed 30 
feet in height. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

C. One small flag of no more than one square foot in area may be attached to vehicles 
on display for sale or rent at vehicle sales and service establishments.  Such flags 
must be no higher than two feet above the height of the vehicle as if it were 
displayed at grade level.   

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
D. Flags allowed under this Section do not require permits.   

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
85.03.06 Electronic Message Signs: 
 
A.  Where Permitted:  
 

1.  Electronic Message Signs (EMS) shall be permitted solely as a ground sign 
subject to the requirements of the zoning district in which it is located. 
However, only one (1) EMS shall be permitted per premise.  
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2.  EMS shall be subject to the maximum height and area requirements set 
forth in Section 85.02.05, provided that the EMS portion of any ground sign 
shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
B. Illumination: 
 

1. No such electronic changeable copy sign shall display an illuminative 
brightness of such intensity or brilliance that it impairs the vision or 
endangers the safety and welfare of any pedestrian, cyclist, or person 
operating a motor vehicle; 

 
2. EMS illumination shall not exceed 0.3 foot candles above ambient light 

levels based upon EMS illumination measurement criteria set forth in 
Section 85.03.06 B (3) and Table 85.03.06. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 

Table 85.03.06 
Sign Area Versus Measurement Distance 

Area of Sign 
sq. ft. 

Measurement 
(ft.) 

10 32 

15 39 

20 45 

25 50 

30 55 

35 59 

40 63 

45 67 

50 71 

55 74 

60 77 

65 81 

70 84 

75 87 

80 89 

85 92 

90 95 

95 97 

100 100 

110 105 

120 110 

130 114 

140 118 

150 122 

160 126 
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170 130 

180 134 

190 138 

200 141 

*For signs with an area in square feet other than those specifically listed in 
the table (i.e., 12 sq ft, 400 sq ft, etc.), the measurement distance may be 
calculated with the following formula: Measurement Distance = √Area of 
Sign Sq. Ft. x 100 

 
3. EMS Illumination Measurement Criteria: The illuminance of an EMS shall 

be measured with an illuminance meter set to measure foot candles 
accurate to at least two decimals. Illuminance shall be measured on all 
sides, at night, with the EMS off, and again with the EMS displaying a 
white image for a full color-capable EMS, or a solid message for a single-
color EMS. Sign measurements shall be taken at night.  All measurements 
shall be taken as close as practical to a perpendicular plane of the sign, 
measured at a height of 60 inches, at the distance determined by the total 
square footage of the EMS as set forth in the accompanying Sign Area of 
a Sign versus Measurement Distance table. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
C. Message Display and Communication: 
 

1. The display time of an EMS shall not be less than one minute per message 
display. 

 
2. The transition or change of message shall appear instantaneous without the 

use of special effects such as dissolve or fade. 
 
3. An EMS shall not exhibit any characteristics of movement or flashing and 

shall not use techniques defined as dynamic frame effect, scroll, or travel. 
 
4. No EMS message display shall resemble or simulate any warning or danger 

signal, or any official traffic control device, sign, signal or light or have the 
brilliance or intensity that will interfere with any official traffic sign, device or 
signal. 

 
5. An EMS shall not include any audio message. 

(Rev. 09-24-2018; Effective 10-04-2018) 
 
D. Miscellaneous: 
 

1. No sign shall be permitted to operate unless it is equipped with: 
 

a. A default mechanism that will cause the sign to revert immediately to 
a black screen if the sign or any component thereof malfunctions. 

 



Chapter 85 - Signs 

 

85-24 

b. A non-glare panel covering the electronic changeable copy display or 
other equivalent method approved by the city to substantially reduce 
glare.  

 
c. Dimming Capabilities: All permitted EMS shall be equipped with a 

sensor or other device that automatically determines the ambient 
illumination and programmed to automatically dim according to 
ambient light conditions. 

 
d. A written certification from a sign manufacturer or other approved 

testing agency that the light intensity has been preset to conform to 
the brightness and display standards established herein and that the 
preset levels are protected from end user manipulation by password 
protected software or other method. 

 
2. The owner or controller of said electronic changeable copy sign must adjust 

the sign to meet these brightness standards in accordance with this chapter. 
The adjustment must be made immediately upon notice of non-compliance 
from the City. 
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MINUTES 
  CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM  

DECEMBER 9, 2024 – 6:00PM 
 
The study session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Rich at 
6:00pm. 
 
Council Members Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, Knol and Rich 
 
Council Members Absent:  None 
 
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, Assistant City Manager Mondora, City 

Clerk Lindahl, Director Rushlow, and City Attorney Joppich 
 
DISCUSSION ON THE USE OF CITY FACILITIES POLICY 
City Hall Meeting Rooms 
Referencing her December 9, 2024 memorandum, City Clerk Lindahl highlighted challenges related to 
community groups using the meeting rooms in City Hall, especially after recent changes in election law: 

• Election law changes in recent years have required significant changes to the way that the City 
Clerk’s office has utilized City Hall. 

• The Council Chambers, City Hall corridors, City Clerk's Office, as well as other areas at City Hall may 
be utilized for election activities 160-200 days/year, depending on the number of elections, 
including 40 days prior to each election and potentially weeks after each election.  

• City Hall is a polling place for absent voter ballots, and also a place for voters to register 365 days a 
year. 

• Currently Council Chambers and City Hall meeting rooms are allowed to be used for meetings, 
events, and gatherings by political parties, which can lead to misperceptions of bias.  

• Currently groups may be relocated so spaces can be used to follow legal election deadlines which 
also can lead to misconceptions of bias. 

• Currently groups sometimes have unmonitored access to programming, electronics and physical 
equipment, including election equipment. 

 
Clerk Lindahl asked Council to consider limiting the use of City Hall rooms to City usage and official City 
Boards and Commissions meetings and activities. 
 
Assistant City Manager Mondora added that untrained users damage or alter equipment in Council 
Chambers and other spaces. Repairs have been required for outlets, TVs, and council chamber settings 
due to improper use. 
 
Council discussion 

• City group meetings include boards and commissions with staff liaisons and City sponsored meetings 
such as community informational meetings for infrastructure projects.  

• The City Clerk attends COHA meetings representing the Committee to Increase Voter Participation 
and acts as city staff at those meetings. 
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• The Hawk and other city facilities offer rooms but often require a rental fee. City Hall does not 
charge a fee. 

• Facilities with meeting rooms include Costick Center, The Hawk, Spicer House, Jon Grant Community 
Center at Fire Station 3, Fire Station 5, and also the Central Library. Free options like Spicer House 
and the John Grant Community Center are available but may not meet standards due to poor 
conditions or limited space. Library rooms are also free but are often booked a year in advance. 

• Discussion focused on: 
o Concern about leaving City Hall open after hours for non-city groups who do not have city staff 

present, citing security and safety risks. 
o Concern that booking rooms elsewhere would not meet the needs of all community groups.   
o Taxpayer funded buildings should remain accessible for appropriate public use. Community 

nonprofits should have free welcoming meeting spaces to meet. If City Hall was not going to be 
available, alternative options should be put forward. 
 

After discussion, there appeared to be consensus – though not unanimous in every respect – to support 
the Clerk’s request to reasonably limit the use of rooms at City Hall.  

 
Signage 
City Attorney Joppich explained that The Use of City Facilities Policy should be adjusted to read 
consistently with recently amended Council Meeting Rules regarding signs in and around City Hall and 
other facilities. 
 
There was consensus support for the request, and the City Attorney will draft language to clarify signage 
rules for all city facilities. 
 
Petitions to gather signatures 
Mayor Rich raised concerns about the consistency of policies regarding petition circulation, particularly 
near entryways to public facilities such as The Hawk. 
 
City Attorney Joppich provided an overview of the current policy, which aligns with First Amendment 
guidelines. He proposed amendments to provide clear language to establish designated areas in parks 
for petition circulators to ensure public safety and free speech rights. 
 
Petition circulators in parks 

• Open areas of parks are considered traditional public forums, where free speech activities are 
protected. 

• Challenges arise during city-sponsored events at public parks, where petition circulators must be 
allowed nearby but not within the event itself. 

 
Need for consistent policy application 

• Policy regulations applicable to The Hawk do not mirror the provisions applicable to other City 
facilities. Adjustments to this part of the Policy will avoid confusion and make the Policy read more 
consistently. 

 
 
 



City Council Study Session Minutes   
December 9, 2024  

Page 3 of 5                                        APPROVED 1/13/2025                                                                        
   

 

Council discussion 
Discussion focused on the importance of signature gathering for various petitions, and what restrictions 
are appropriate while respecting free speech protections. It was pointed out that signatures were 
collected at Art on the Grand and the Farmers Market, where the activity has been proactively 
managed. Councilmembers supported signature gathering and did not want to make the activity so 
difficult it became a de facto ban. 
 
The questions were asked: What are we protecting people from? Have there been issues in the past?  
 
After discussion, City Attorney Joppich said that the city’s existing policy is comprehensive and legally 
sound. He agreed to research how similar issues are handled in other municipalities, particularly 
regarding public parks and city events.  He will also prepare a legal memorandum regarding the issues 
involved. 
 
INNOVATION, ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY (IEES) AD-HOC SUBCOMMITTEE 
REPORT 
Background on the IEES Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
Referencing her December 9, 2024 memorandum, Assistant City Manager Mondora highlighted the 
following points: 

• At the January 2024 Goals Session, City Council discussed the reinstatement of a permanent 
committee related to innovation, energy and/or environmental sustainability. 

• In March 2024 Council voted to establish an ad-hoc subcommittee for these purposes and 
appointed Mayor Rich and Councilmember Aldred to serve on the committee. 

• The committee met four times. Assistant City Manager Mondora, City Attorney Joppich, and City 
Clerk Lindahl attended most of the meetings. 

• Discussion and agenda topics included past efforts of City commissions and committees tasked with 
a similar focus, community needs in the areas of IEES, opportunities for collaboration, and potential 
engagement opportunities. 

• The ad hoc committee recommended that City Council establish a permanent IEES commission, and 
a draft ordinance had been prepared by the City Attorney. 

• Councilmember Bruce asked that language be included ensuring the commission will include a 
majority of City residents.  

• Council supported establishing the Innovation, Energy, and Environmental Sustainability 
Commission, based on the subcommittee’s recommendation.  

PRESENTATION BY SIFI NETWORKS 
Director of Public Works Rushlow introduced this agenda item. 
 
Members of the SiFi team present this evening included: 

• Jean Miller, Area Manager 

• Rich Adams, Chief Operating Officer (UK) 
 
Timeline and Investment 

• Construction began in October 2023 as part of a $70 million private investment. 

• Approximately $40 million has been spent to date, covering 1.1 million feet of construction (221 
miles of the total 2.3 million feet). 
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• Completion is scheduled for 2026, with most mainline construction set to finish by the end of 2024. 

• 12 out of 50 cabinets have been physically landed on the ground and are going through various 
stages of integration to be able to provide services to residents. 23 additional cabinets will be landed 
in 2025.  

• The project is on schedule to be completed in 2026, with the bulk of the mainline construction to be 
finished in 2025. 

 
Service Providers 

• T-Fiber will be the residential internet service provider 

• Two additional ISPs are being negotiated to serve businesses, larger multi-dwelling units, and private 
HOAs. 

• Future plans include expanding ISP options to create an open-access network. 
 
Challenges 

• SiFi aims for 90-day completion timeline for each installation, but there have been delays due to 
permitting issues with the Road Commission of Oakland County and power connections through 
Detroit Edison. 

 
Council discussion regarding communication issues and resident frustration  

• While Council looked forward to the completion of this project and the benefits it will bring, Council 
has also been dealing from the beginning with very angry residents – by letter, phone call, and at 
formal and informal city meetings – regarding inadequate communication from SiFi, including lack of 
notice before construction and unclear timelines for resolving issues like exposed pipes and utility 
flags. Communication has been horrible from the beginning and has never improved.  

• Some residents, including councilmembers, have unresolved issues more than a year after 
construction in their yards and neighborhoods, impacting aesthetics and maintenance of their 
properties. This includes flags left in the ground and pipes sticking above the ground.  

• Residents reported that the contractors were rude and unprofessional. It was difficult to 
communicate with the contractors, as only the crew supervisor was required to speak English, and 
that person was often difficult to locate. 

• There was a lack of communication from SiFi to residents in terms of notifying residents regarding 
what and when work would take place. Door hangers have not been used. HOAs have not been 
contacted.   

• Council urged SiFi to improve communication with residents, address unresolved issues promptly, 
and align outcomes with community expectations for promised choice and quality service. 

• Location of the cabinets has been the focus of many complaints, and again, communication has 
been very bad.  

• There was a lack of coordination between installation phases. 

• In response, the project team noted that the project website had been updated with more details 
around installation. Other communication efforts included signs at the entrances to subdivisions, 
community relations outreach at 90 events, and social media posts. Update mailers were being 
discussed internally. 

• 1,135 complaints had been received out of 11,880 addresses passed in the City. This is 
unacceptable. Council reiterated the litany of complaints they had heard continually since the 
project started, yet there had been little response from SiFi. SiFi should be proactive in its 
communications.  
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• Council urged SiFi to track metrics on the project timelines to evaluate performance, improve 
transparency, and provide more positive updates to residents. SiFi needed to rebuild trust with the 
community. 

• The City Manager raised concerns about damage to private property caused by contractors, 
including in one instance damaging subdivision signs and lighting. SiFi should address these concerns 
immediately. If they break something, they must fix it. 

 
Expectation for ISP choice 

• Councilmembers stressed the importance of having a choice of internet providers for residents. 
Choice was one of the important promises of this project. Having only one residential service 
provider raised concerns regarding the project reaching promised outcomes. 

 
When asked how SiFi planned on addressing issues discussed this evening, Mr. Adams said he was 
meeting with the installation contractor tomorrow. 
 
Council requested regular updates on project progress and further improvements to resident 
engagement and contractor oversight. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Study Session meeting was adjourned at 7:27pm.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
 



  APPROVED 2/24/2025 

 

MINUTES 
  CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM  

FEBRUARY 10, 2025 – 6:00PM 
 
The study session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Rich at 
6:00pm. 
 
Council Members Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, Knol and Rich 
 
Council Members Absent:  None 
 
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, Assistant City Manager Mondora, City 

Clerk Lindahl, Directors Aranowski, Kettler-Schmult, Rushlow, 
and Schnackel, and City Attorney Morita 

 
 
DISCUSSION ON THE USE OF CITY FACILITIES POLICY AMENDMENTS REGARDING CITY HALL ROOM 
RENTALS AND SIGNATURE GATHERING 
City Facility Policy Amendment – City Hall Room Rentals 
City Clerk Lindahl provided an overview of the discussion from the December 9, 2024 study session 
regarding limiting the use of City Hall rooms for outside groups. At that time, it seemed like there was 
consensus to move forward with some restrictions, and draft revisions of Use of City Facilities Policy was 
included in tonight’s packet. 
• Alternative meeting spaces were identified, including the Spicer House (undergoing renovations), 

Fire Station 5 Headquarters (also set for renovations), and two newly available meeting rooms on 
the third floor of the Hawk. These rooms have an estimated capacity of 35 to 50 people. 

• The John Grant Community Center was not included in the list of replacement facilities because 
there is no evening staff there. 

• The City had also explored recommending library meeting rooms, which are now more easily 
accessible through the library’s online scheduling system, and which are also free. 

• Impacted groups, such as homeowners associations and political organizations, will be contacted to 
discuss scheduling options and receive assistance with finding alternative locations. 

• The primary concern is that City Hall is often left open and unstaffed for extended periods while 
outside groups use City Hall facilities.  

 
In response to questions, Clerk Lindahl confirmed that groups from both major political parties currently 
use meeting space in City Hall. Assistant City Manager Mondora also explained that while fire stations, 
such as Fire Station 4, can accommodate meetings, they may be unstaffed if crews are dispatched on 
emergency calls. Fire Station 5 is more consistently staffed and available for evening meetings. 
 
Security Concerns for Night Meetings at City Hall 
Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer raised concerns about security at City Hall during evening meetings, when the 
building is open to anyone for extended periods of time when a group is using City Hall to meet, often 
without any staff present. Even when staff is present, they are active in the meeting, and no one is 
patrolling the building. He strongly recommended limiting night meetings at City Hall as much as 
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possible and ensuring that when meetings such as Planning Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals do 
occur, a law enforcement presence, such as an on-duty officer or police cadet, patrols the hallways. 
 
Council discussion focused on limiting night meetings at City Hall to those official boards and 
commissions appointed by Council, and who had city staff present at their meetings, versus the 
importance of keeping City Hall available for other community groups.  
 
Council pointed out that while the building needs to be protected, it is a taxpayer-funded facility used by 
various groups, including homeowners associations. Council expressed concern about overly restricting 
public access to a building that was specifically designed to serve the community. Also, the Spicer House  
was difficult for seniors and individuals with disabilities to access, particularly in winter.  
 
Consensus appeared to support scheduling on duty police or police cadets to patrol the halls during 
night meetings. Live feed City Hall camera monitoring at the police station was also noted. 
 
City Manager and Clerk Input 
City Manager Mekjian assured Council that official boards and commissions would continue to have 
access to City Hall. The proposed policy changes primarily affect groups that do not have staff present. 
 
Clerk Lindahl underscored security concerns, particularly with election-related materials stored in City 
Hall and the new rules regarding early voting. She explained that her staff often works late hours, and 
the presence of unsupervised groups in the building can be unsettling. Again, the City will assist affected 
groups in finding alternative meeting spaces. 
 
Mekjian and Lindahl further highlighted issues with non-City groups using City Hall’s technology, noting 
that frequent incidents of damage and improper use lead to costly repairs. 
 
Security and Alternative Meeting Locations 
• Council Member Bridges pointed out that some commissions already meet outside City Hall, 

including the Council on Aging at the Costick Center and the Economic Development Corporation at 
the John Grant Community Center. Some of these groups do not require advanced technology. 

• Council Member Aldred supported the proposed policy, stating it is reasonable given the increased 
number of election-related events requiring City Hall's use and that other free community spaces 
are available. 

• Council Member Knol reiterated that she supports the proposal as long as boards and commissions 
continue to have access to City Hall for meetings.  

• Council Member Boleware supported the proposed changes, noting that groups not affiliated with 
City Council would still have access to taxpayer-funded facilities such as The Hawk, Spicer House, 
and fire stations. She expressed concern about the overall security of City Hall, particularly regarding 
the artwork displayed in the hallways. While the City may have insurance coverage, stronger 
precautions should be considered to prevent theft or damage.  

• Council Member Boleware also stressed the importance of ensuring that any alternative meeting 
spaces are appropriate and accessible for the groups using them. Council Chambers accommodates 
a significant number of attendees, particularly during political forums hosted by homeowners’ 
associations. Her subdivision has held meetings on the third floor of The Hawk and found the third 
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floor rooms difficult to navigate and suggested exploring options to make lower-level spaces at The 
Hawk available for those who may need them. 

• Council Member Bruce confirmed that there were security cameras in the halls at City Hall.  
• City Manager Mekjian stated that if Council desired a police officer or cadet presence at board and 

commission meetings, it could be arranged, but consideration for this would need to be included in 
budget discussions. 

 
Mayor Rich noted that there appeared to be general agreement to keep City Hall open for official boards 
and commissions while exploring additional security measures, which would be addressed during 
budget discussions. Other affected organizations could be notified about alternative taxpayer-funded 
locations available for their meetings. 
 
Discussion on Petition Signature Gathering at Heritage Park 
Designated Signature Gathering Area at the Amphitheater 
Clerk Lindahl explained that the City has identified a suitable area for people gathering signatures for 
ballot initiatives or candidates at Heritage Park when events are going on at the amphitheater. The 
space set aside for signature gathering is in a high-traffic area near the amphitheater, where people 
frequently enter and exit. Concerns had been raised regarding signature gathering activities during 
marijuana establishment petition efforts, when signature gatherers would walk among people who were 
at the amphitheater to attend a concert or other event. Since the amphitheater is considered a 
“designated use” area during such events, the proposal is for signature gatherers to be directed to an 
appropriate accessible location to minimize event disruptions while still allowing signature gathering. 
 
Clerk Lindahl clarified that the city does not plan to physically mark off the assigned signature gathering 
area. However, if a park ranger receives a complaint from a resident or community member, they will be 
able to direct signature gatherers to the appropriate location. The proposed guidelines, including this 
specified signature gathering area, are detailed on page 27 of the draft amendment to Use of City 
Facilities Policy. 
 
Clarification on Signature Gathering Rules 
Mayor Rich confirmed that the discussion was focused only on Heritage Park and the amphitheater, not 
citywide signature gathering rules. 
 
In response to questions, Clerk Lindhal clarified that: 
• Signature gatherers would continue to be allowed in Heritage Park but during “designated use” 

events would not be allowed in the area where people were sitting to enjoy the event.  
• Heritage Park remains a traditional public forum where signature gathering is generally allowed, 

except in areas reserved for designated uses like sports fields, the splash pad, and reservation-based 
picnic shelters and areas for programmed events (camp-out, fly and fry, amphitheater, etc.) 
 

Balancing Free Speech and Public Use 
• Council Member Dwyer stressed that the city could maintain the status quo without violating free 

speech rights. The intent is to balance public privacy, ensuring families attending concerts or picnics 
were not disrupted while still allowing signature gatherers to do their work. 

• Council Member Bruce noted that both the ACLU and City Attorney Joppich confirmed that the 
proposed policy does not violate First Amendment rights. However, he also expressed concern 
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about broader signature gathering restrictions in the city, particularly near certain city buildings 
where signature gatherers are forced to stand on the road rather than on private walkways closer to 
entrances. He suggested that if aggressive signature gathering becomes an issue, enforcement 
mechanisms similar to those used for panhandling in traffic could be explored. Most signature 
gatherers are respectful and do not wish to alienate the public by being overly aggressive. While he 
supported the current proposal in terms of designated use events at Heritage Park, he expressed 
interest in revisiting and potentially expanding signature gathering rights across the city in the 
future. 

• Council Member Knol also expressed concern that the restrictions on signature gathering at city 
buildings, particularly City Hall and the Costick Center, were too strict. She supported allowing 
signature gatherers to stand near entrances to engage with individuals entering and exiting city 
buildings. She also requested a clearer definition of the amphitheater’s boundaries to ensure 
signature gatherers could position themselves effectively between the parking lot and the hill where 
people walk to events. 

 
Special Services Director Schnackel explained that the designated signature gathering area was 
chosen based on heavy foot traffic patterns, allowing signature gatherers to approach attendees 
without obstructing movement or interfering with performances. 
 
City Manager Mekjian reiterated that the goal was to provide a clearly visible location for signature 
gatherers that aligned with pedestrian movement. He confirmed that while signature gatherers 
were free to move within permitted areas, they should not be in roadways or parking lots due to 
safety concerns. 
 

• Council Member Boleware noted that collecting signatures can be challenging due to already 
existing restrictions, something council members have personally experienced. She emphasized the 
need for clearer boundaries defining where signature gatherers are permitted and suggested that 
the city should reassess all signature gathering restrictions, as she believed they were currently too 
restrictive. 

• City Attorney Morita clarified that signatures could be collected in public areas, such as sidewalks, as 
long as the activity was not obstructing traffic or creating safety hazards. Also, nothing in the city’s 
policy prevented signature gathering in the amphitheater area when no event was occurring. 

• Council Member Aldred did not see any significant issues with the current signature gathering 
process. However, if the change was made, the boundaries of the amphitheater need to be more 
clearly defined. While he understood the intent behind establishing a designated space, he 
expressed skepticism about its effectiveness. He pointed out that signature gatherers tend to move 
naturally to high-traffic areas, and simply designating a specific spot may not necessarily enhance 
their ability to gather signatures. If the goal is to create a more practical signature gathering space, 
he suggested that the city reconsider whether the proposed approach would accomplish that 
objective. 

• Council Member Bridges inquired whether City Attorney Joppich had reviewed the proposed 
restrictions and whether they aligned with state guidelines. Attorney Morita confirmed that Mr. 
Joppich had addressed the matter in a previous legal memo and had not identified any legal 
concerns. 
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Legal and policy considerations related to signature gathering access at City Hall 
Council Member Knol noted that three council members had expressed interest in making signature 
gathering policies less restrictive. She proposed directing city administration and the city attorney to 
draft less restrictive revisions, starting with allowing signature gathering near the entrances at City Hall. 
Security concerns were minimal, as police were stationed nearby, cameras were already in place, and 
increased law enforcement presence was under discussion for certain meetings. 
 
City Manager Mekjian emphasized that the issue of signature gathering is fundamentally a First 
Amendment free speech matter, not a singular policy issue. Expanding signature gathering access could 
open the city to broader demonstrations, relative to potentially controversial topics such as abortion 
rights, capital punishment, or international political causes. 
 
City Attorney Morita supported this view, noting that the city's existing signature gathering restrictions 
have been in place since the 1990s for reasons related to safety, operational efficiency, and fairness. She 
explained that allowing signature gathering in certain areas would require the city to permit all forms of 
free speech in those spaces, which could lead to unintended consequences. There has to be a rule that 
says no to everyone, or the City has to be prepared to let everybody come in close to the building to do 
what they want. 
 
Council Member Aldred acknowledged the legal complexities of expanding signature gathering rights, 
particularly at facilities like The Hawk, where children are frequently present. He noted that allowing 
signature gathering there could create enforcement challenges, as all political speech would need to be 
accommodated. He expressed some openness to loosening restrictions at City Hall, given its role as a 
government building, but remained cautious about the broader implications. 
 
Council Member Bruce suggested reviewing how other cities regulate signature gathering at public 
facilities. He supported allowing signature gathering on all issues, even controversial ones, as a 
fundamental free speech right. While he may not always agree with each cause, he strongly believed in 
the right to gather signatures. He noted that most signature gatherers are respectful, with aggressive 
behavior being rare and manageable. He advocated for designated signature gathering areas at City Hall, 
the Costick Center, and possibly other facilities, allowing signature gatherers to engage with the public 
near entrances. Although the ACLU affirmed the city’s current policies as legally sound, he found them 
overly restrictive. He urged expanding signature gathering opportunities, particularly at City Hall, to give 
residents better access to the process. 
 
Mayor Rich reminded Council that expanding signature gathering rights at City Hall or other locations 
would encompass all forms of First Amendment activity, including protests and demonstrations. 
 
Council Member Bridges also inquired whether other cities had similar policies. City Manager Mekjian 
responded that the city’s current approach is consistent with other municipalities but if Council so 
directed, a broader review could be conducted. 
 
Mayor Rich confirmed with Council that they generally supported the proposed amendment regarding 
gathering signatures at Heritage Park relative to “dedicated uses” such as concerts and other events at 
the amphitheater and she suggested that the rest of the discussion be tabled to a future study session 
item regarding free speech.  
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DISCUSSION ON PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 2, 2024 INCLUDING SITE PLAN 56-8-2024, MULBERRY 
PARK AND THE TABERNACLE MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING, LOCATED ON 13 MILE ROAD, WEST OF 
MIDDLEBELT ROAD  
Director of Planning and Community Development Kettler-Schmult gave the background to this 
discussion item, noting that the last discussion on this item took place during the January 13, 2025 
regular Council meeting, which included a public hearing, following which Council and staff provided 
feedback. The Schafer development team has returned with a presentation outlining proposed 
improvements, and they are seeking Council’s reaction this evening as to whether they are moving in 
the right direction.  
 
The project remains scheduled for a public hearing on March 3. After Council provides feedback during 
this meeting, the developers can choose to submit their revised plans for formal staff review.  
 
Members of the development team present this evening included Aaron, Spencer, and Stephen Schafer, 
who presented revisions relative to the following topics: 
 

• Reduced Density 
o The number of units has been reduced from 76 to 69 with room count adjustments leading to 

an overall decrease of 25 to 35 rooms across the project, and a density reduction from 6.3 to 5.5 
units per acre (12.2% reduction), with room counts decreasing to 18–19.5 rooms per acre (9.3% 
reduction). 

o Schafer Development conducted an analysis of residential density along the south side of 13 
Mile Road between Orchard Lake and Middlebelt: 
- Glen Oaks: 21 rooms per acre, 5.3 units per acre. 
- Cove Creek: 17 rooms per acre, 4.2 units per acre. 
- Proposed Mulberry Park Plan: Falls between Glen Oaks and Cove Creek at 18–19.5 rooms 

per acre. 
o The developers emphasized that the revised plan creates a balanced density transition in the 

area. 
 

• Traffic Flow/Safety 
o Baptist Manor will remove the first duplex unit to create a new entrance at the Detroit Baptist 

Drive/13 Mile Road signalized intersection. There will also be a secondary entrance on 13 Mile 
Road east of Westgate Drive, aligning with engineering recommendations. 

o The plan maintains flexibility to comply with engineering and fire code requirements, ensuring 
adequate access points. 

o The curved roadway connecting to Baptist Manor will result in removing four older duplex units, 
with Baptist Manor committed to relocating affected residents within its campus. 

o The project maintains two access points to meet International Fire Code standards. 
 

• Deep Buffering 
o Building setbacks along the southern property line have increased by 11 to 16 feet, creating a 

total buffer of 83 to 86 feet, exceeding the original 75-foot buffer request. 
o The revised plan approximately doubles the eastern stormwater basin and potentially 

completely eliminates the western stormwater basin, thereby increasing open space.  
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• Visual Impact 
o The unit configurations to the south have been modified to better match the surrounding 

neighborhood, shifting from four-, five-, and six-unit structures to primarily three- and four-unit 
buildings to reduce visual impact on adjacent residential properties. 
 

• Walkability 
o The revised plan includes sidewalks on both sides of the roadway and along the south side of 

the main thoroughfare connecting the development to Detroit Baptist. 
o The 13 Mile Road sidewalk will be reconstructed, as the existing sidewalk is unsafe due to its 

close proximity to the roadway. The new design will include a buffer to accommodate future 
expansion and improve pedestrian safety. 

o Regarding landscaping enhancements: 
- The developers will enhance landscaping rather than request a waiver for reduced tree 

planting. 
- The revised plan adds significant new plantings along the PUD frontage and Baptist Manor’s 

property, particularly along the 13 Mile corridor. 
o Placemaking enhancements include:  

- A designated space for public art along the 13 Mile Road frontage. 
- A walking trail for community wellness, with additional features such as a butterfly or 

pollinator garden or a rain garden for ecological sustainability. This space may expand 
further if the western stormwater basin is removed. 

- Eastern overlook – a passive amenity area, possibly including a pergola or seating area, 
overlooking the basin and the wildlife corridor/tree preservation area at the southern 
property line. 

 
Council feedback 
In response to questions, Director Kettler-Schmult provided the following information: 

o Revisions to this plan have been ongoing since the January 13, 2025 City Council meeting. Once 
a final plan is submitted, updated staff and planner’s reviews will be prepared. The primary 
items brought out in the January 13 meeting have been addressed. 

o The area is zoned RA-1, a low-density residential designation. The newly adopted master plan 
introduces a "flex zoning" category intended to allow for varied land uses and increased 
development flexibility including increased density in some cases. However, the master plan has 
not been fully implemented, and specific definitions and guidelines for flex zoning have not yet 
been adopted. The proposed density aligns more closely to RC-3 or RC-1 zoning.  
 
Aaron Schafer pointed out that the revised plan presented this evening proposes 35 to 55 fewer 
rooms than what RC-1 zoning permits, reflecting a reduction in density. 

 

• Council Member Knol acknowledged the proposed connection to Baptist Manor, allowing residents 
access to a signalized entrance, and asked whether the eastern entrance would be gated for 
emergency use only, directing all traffic to the light. 
 
Aaron Schafer responded that discussions with engineering are ongoing, and recent conversations 
had focused on restricting turn movements at the eastern entrance. Installing a breakaway gate 
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might not be feasible due to separation distances. The fire marshal has approved the current 
entrance designs, pending engineering approval, and options like a right-in, right-out configuration 
are under consideration. 

 
In response to further questions, Aaron Schafer said that: 

o They had shared the revised plan with the Westgate Homeowners Association who were 
receptive to the changes. The developers were hoping to schedule a meeting with the Holly Hill 
Farms HOA within the next week or two.  

o An updated traffic study was being prepared, and the developers would submit it as soon as 
possible.  

o A comprehensive stormwater management plan will address concerns about potential drainage 
and flooding issues affecting neighboring properties, in that all runoff from the southern units, 
particularly near the natural foliage, will be directed northward into designated basins, 
eventually connecting to the 13-mile stormwater outlet. This aligns with recommendations from 
the engineering department, which suggested that roof runoff be channeled into the 
stormwater system, while other surface runoff should infiltrate the ground at a controlled, 
agricultural rate. By preserving existing vegetation and minimizing land disturbance, the plan 
will enhance natural infiltration and reduce the need for additional infrastructure. Schafer 
Development has engaged with individual residents to identify specific areas of concern and is 
committed to addressing these issues proactively. Overall, this strategy is expected to 
significantly improve current drainage conditions experienced by neighboring properties. 

 
• Council Member Boleware advocated for the inclusion of adult playgrounds in the design, 

particularly near the proposed pergola. 
• Several council members expressed appreciation for the detailed responses to concerns raised at 

the January 13 meeting and also for the continued interaction with nearby residents. 
 
City Manager Mekjian emphasized the importance of submitting the traffic impact study as soon as 
possible. He noted that as a best management practice, the recommendation is always to line up driver 
approaches across major roads to minimize traffic impacts/accidents as much as possible. The 
geometrics that were shown tonight in the revised plan were not good geometrics in terms of traffic 
safety.  
 
Mayor Rich reiterated that the March 3rd meeting is scheduled as planned. At that time, Council will 
decide whether to approve, deny, or defer the proposal based on the information and revisions 
presented. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Study Session meeting was  adjourned at 7:22pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
  CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 
 FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL  

CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM  
MARCH 3, 2025 – 6:00PM 

 
The study session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Rich at 
6:00pm. 
 
Council Members Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, Knol and Rich 
 
Council Members Absent:  None 
 
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, Assistant City Manager Mondora, City 

Clerk Lindahl, Director Brown, and City Attorney Joppich 
 
CLOSED SESSION ITEM: 
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING NEGOTIATIONS WITH FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN (FAOM).  (NOTE: 
COUNCIL WILL RETURN TO OPEN SESSION IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CLOSED SESSION). 

MOTION by Bridges, support by Boleware to enter into a closed session to discuss collective 
bargaining negotiations with Firefighters Association of Michigan (FAOM). 
 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
MOTION by Boleware, support by Bridges to return to open session at 6:30pm. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
STUDY SESSION ITEMS: 
DISCUSSION ON THE USE OF CITY FACILITIES POLICY AMENDMENTS REGARDING CITY HALL ROOM 
RENTALS AND IDENTIFYING INTERIOR OF AMPHITHEATER 
Mayor Rich opened the discussion by noting that staff had revised the language to provide greater 
specificity, particularly regarding the designation of areas within Heritage Park, including the 
amphitheater. 
 
City Clerk Lindahl explained that the revised policy now clearly outlines the amphitheater’s interior as 
off-limits during events, while at other times it is considered part of the park’s public space. City 
Attorney Joppich further clarified that: 
• A map has been attached to visually define the areas of the amphitheater’s interior, including a 

clearly defined outline of the amphitheater, distinguishing it as the only specifically identified area 
within the park aside from park maintenance facilities. Section D.8 of the policy is adjusted to 
provide greater clarity, aligning with the City Clerk’s recommendation to explicitly define the interior 
areas of the amphitheater.  

• While the amphitheater itself is delineated as a restricted area during events, the surrounding park 
areas remain accessible to the public. Petition gathering and other free speech activities are 
permitted in all open-air areas of the park, which are designated as traditional public forums. This 
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designation aligns with legal precedent regarding free speech rights and this terminology in the 
policy ensures legal clarity in the event of a review by the courts or other legal entities. 

• Certain park facilities, such as the Spicer House and the pavilion, are restricted when rented for 
private events. During these times, petitioners and other individuals engaging in free speech 
activities are not permitted within these rented spaces. However, the surrounding areas, including 
the playground and splash pad, remain traditional public forums where free speech activities may 
take place. 

• Parking lots and roadways are explicitly excluded from petitioning activities. This restriction is based 
on public safety concerns. 

 
Council Questions and Discussion 
In response to a question from Council Member Boleware on whether petitioners could collect 
signatures in private event spaces if invited by the host, City Attorney Joppich confirmed that while the 
policy does not explicitly allow it, enforcement would be based on complaints, and an invitation would 
likely prevent any issue from arising. 
 
Council Member Knol expressed concern that the policy remains difficult to navigate, requiring 
individuals to read multiple sections to understand the rules. She suggested that the City Clerk’s Office 
create a one-page reference document listing permitted and restricted areas for petitioning to make the 
information more accessible.  
 
It was the consensus of council to bring the policy back to a regular meeting for approval of the 
amendment regarding the amphitheater.  
 
Mayor Rich reiterated that revising the policy to allow for signature gathering would apply to all free 
speech activities. She also noted that discussions on the policy as it relates to other city facilities, such as 
City Hall and the Costick Center, would continue at a future time. 
 
DISCUSSION ON POLICY REGARDING SPONSORSHIP OF EVENTS, NAMING RIGHTS, AND ADVERTISING 
City Manager Mekjian introduced updates to the 2011 policy, noting that significant revisions were 
needed due to new city facilities and the establishment of the Communications and Community 
Engagement Department. The proposed changes include: 
• Updating language to reflect the new Communications and Community Engagement Department. 
• Enhancing promotional opportunities for sponsored events through press releases, digital platforms, 

newsletters, and print materials. 
• Establishing new thresholds for donation approvals:  

o Donations of $25,000 or less may be approved by the department director. 
o Donations exceeding $25,000 require approval from both the department director and city 

manager. 
• Maintaining City Council’s authority over naming rights for city facilities. 
• Aligning the policy with public art initiatives, allowing significant financial contributions for public art 

projects. 
 
Council discussion 
In response to questions from Council Member Bridges, City Manager Mekjian acknowledged that the 
revised policy removes Council from the approval process for donations and sponsorships up to $25,000. 
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He explained that this change was intended to streamline the donation process, allowing donations to 
be made without waiting for a Council meeting or without having to schedule a special meeting.   
Council Member Bridges expressed his preference to restore Council's role in approving donations 
exceeding $20,000, arguing that elected officials should be involved in such financial decisions. There did 
not seem to be a compelling reason to change this process. Council Member Dwyer agreed. 
 
Special Services Deputy Director Farmer provided background on prior sponsorship and grant-seeking 
efforts for the Special Services Department, noting that a contractor had been hired to pursue grant 
funding  at no cost to the City, where the contractor would take a percentage of what was brought in, 
with only limited success. Over the past five years, from 2021 to 2026, grant funding totaled 
approximately $830,000 so far. $600,000 in donations was received last year with 50% of that amount 
coming from in-kind contributions.   
 
Council Member Knol highlighted the need to distinguish between different types of financial 
contributions. She referenced the sponsorship model used in Sterling Heights, where businesses provide 
funding for specific festival events in exchange for naming rights. Under that model, Council does not 
approve event sponsorships, as they are managed administratively through staff. She argued that 
Council should only be involved in approving naming rights for permanent facilities, such as parks or 
buildings, rather than event-related sponsorships, and did not need to approve sponsorships at all. 
Requiring Council approval for event sponsorships would hinder the ability to secure funding in a timely 
manner. 
 
Council Member Bruce agreed with Knol’s perspective. He recalled that past policy changes stemmed 
from concerns regarding naming decisions, which had been done outside of Council’s approval. 
 
City Attorney Joppich confirmed that the 2011 policy had been established to provide clarity on 
sponsorships and naming rights, ensuring that permanent naming decisions remained with Council while 
event sponsorships could be managed administratively. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer suggested breaking the policy into distinct categories to specify what decisions 
should be brought before Council and which can be handled administratively. The current proposal lacks 
sufficient detail. 
 
City Attorney Joppich confirmed that under the 2011 policy, monetary contributions required approval 
based on their value: 
• Donations up to $9,999 required approval from the Special Services Director. 
• Donations between $10,000 and $19,999 required approval from both the Special Services Director 

and the City Manager. 
• Donations exceeding $20,000 required City Council approval. 
 
Council Member Bridges supported Council retaining its previous level of oversight. 
 
Council Member Aldred expressed general support for the proposal but inquired whether a 
comprehensive list of facilities subject to naming rights had ever been established. City Manager 
Mekjian confirmed that no such list exists, and naming rights decisions continue to be addressed on a 
case-by-case basis, requiring Council approval. 
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Further discussion focused on the following:  

• Clarification on Sponsorships vs. Naming Rights: Council discussed the distinction between 
sponsorships and naming rights. It was noted that if a company wishes to fund a permanent 
structure (e.g., an awning over baseball fields) and have their name associated with it, this will fall 
under naming rights. Conversely, sponsoring an event like a softball tournament would be 
considered a sponsorship.  

• Regarding event sponsorship, the policy revision primarily seeks to increase revenue for the Special 
Services Department. However, donations could be made to any department, including police or fire 
services, not just Special Services. 

• A process should be put in place for the Arts Commission to have input on how public art donations 
are handled, particularly for permanent installations. 

 
It was suggested that the policy language be revised to ensure that Council is at least notified of 
donations. A recommendation was made to specify that all donations of $25,000 or less require 
department director approval with notification to both the City Manager and Council, while donations 
exceeding $25,000 require approval from both the Special Services Director and City Manager, with 
notification to Council. The City had received $600,000 in sponsorships last year without Council being 
notified of the donors. 
 
Council Member Bridges was concerned that the proposed policy changes may shift too much decision-
making authority to City administration. City Council represents the public and should retain oversight, 
particularly in financial matters. 
 
Council Member Knol offered a different perspective, suggesting that increasing sponsorship approval 
thresholds aligns with inflation and ensures the City secures value for taxpayers. Additional sponsorship 
revenue is necessary to address budget deficits at the Hawk Community Center and other City 
programs. Allowing staff to design competitive sponsorship packages without requiring frequent Council 
approvals was a way to make the sponsorship process more attractive to businesses. Requiring Council 
approval for smaller sponsorships could delay funding opportunities and create administrative 
inefficiencies. 
 
City Manager Mekjian confirmed that the City does not have the staff necessary to conduct large-scale 
fundraising and that external firms specializing in sponsorship acquisition could be engaged on a cost-
neutral basis, earning a percentage of the funds they secure. 
 
Moving forward 
• There was support – but not consensus – that temporary sponsorships, such as those for City 

events, could be handled administratively. Some Council Members continued to support Council 
approving sponsorships over a certain amount, such as $20,000 or $25,000 

• Permanent naming rights should require Council approval, ensuring proper oversight and alignment 
with city policies 

• Tiered sponsorship levels for events like the City’s open house could be developed in coordination 
with the Communications Department, similar to those used by the Chamber of Commerce, where 
sponsors receive recognition based on contribution levels. 

• Council deliberated on the frequency of reports regarding sponsorships. While annual reporting was 
suggested, some members pointed out that more frequent reporting would keep them informed 
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and allow timely acknowledgement of contributors. Consensus leaned towards quarterly reports for 
all monetary sponsorships exceeding $5,000. 

• City Manager Mekjian proposed that sponsorship revenues be included in the city's financial 
reports. This integration would provide transparency and allow for comprehensive tracking of funds. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Study Session meeting was adjourned at 7:07pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 



http://www.fhgov.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FHChannel8






























































































































































































































mailto:temmanuel@fhgov.com



























































































































	Study Session Agenda
	3. Public Art Funding 
	Giffels Webster Draft Arts Ordinance
	Staff Memo
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 2/24/2025
	Giffels Webster Public Art Funding Options
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 10/28/2024
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 7/8/2024
	City Manager's Memo

	4. Permanent Consolidation of Voting Precincts
	Chart
	Maps
	Number of Registered Voters
	Map of Proposed Voting Precincts

	5. 2025 Public Safety Millage Renewal Ballot Language
	Draft Resolution
	City Council Meeting Minutes - 8/14/1995
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 7/25/2011
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 8/8/2011
	City Council Meeting Minutes - 8/22/2011

	6. Use of City Facilities Policy Regarding Signature Gathering
	Use of City Facitilites Policy
	Map
	Other Communities
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 12/9/2024
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 2/10/2025
	City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 3/3/2025

	Regular Session Agenda Page 1
	Regular Session Agenda Page 2
	Regular Session Agenda Page 3
	2. Proclamation Recognizing National Library Week
	3. Public Hearing - CDBG 2025-2026 Projected Use of Funds
	Map
	Public Notice

	4. Enactment of Ordinances - Conveyance of Property
	Agreement
	Exhibits
	Ordinance C-2-2025
	Exhibit
	Ordinance Summary
	Agreement
	Exhibits
	Ordinance C-3-2025
	Exhibit
	Ordinance Summary

	5. 2025/2026 - 2030/2031 Capital Improvements Plan
	6. New Class C Quota Liquor License - AEA JR Holdings LLC
	Local Government Approval Form
	Application

	7. Beautification Commission 2024 Annual Report
	8. Award - Gateway Landscaping Project at OLR & I-696
	9. Award - Elmhurst Road Reconstruction Project
	Map

	10. Award - Gramercy Court Road Reconstruction Project
	Map

	11. Award - Halsted Road Reconstruction Project 
	Map

	12. Award - Concrete Replacement, Catch Basin Rehab, & Sump Pump Connection Program
	13. Quit Claim Deed - Right of Way
	Map
	MM LLC Letter
	RSJA Law Letter
	Quit Claim Deed

	14. Employment Request 10.01A - Concessions Attendant
	15. Employment Request 10.01A - Youth Center Site Supervisor
	16. Employment Request 10.01A - Ice Arena Attendant
	17. Employment Request 10.01A - Lifeguard
	Employment Request 10.01A -Lifeguard

	18. Employment Request 10.01A - Camp Instructor
	19. Employment Request 10.01A - Guest Services Coordinator
	20. Employment Request 10.01A - Building  Attendant/ Zamboni Driver
	21. Purchase of Compact Excavator
	22. City Council Study Session Meeting Minutes - 3/24/2025
	23. City Council Regular Session Meeting Minutes 3/24/2025



