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FARMINGTON
HILLS

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK

TO: Mayor and City Council

FROM: Carly Lindahl, City Clerk

DATE: April 28, 2024

SUBJECT: Discussion on Amendment to the Smoking Lounge Ordinance

Recently the City Clerk’s office received an application for a liquor license along with a
smoking lounge license for a proposed upscale cigar bar to be located at 28970 Orchard
Lake Road.

In April 2024, City Council approved eliminating the bona fide restaurant requirement
from the liquor license ordinance in order to allow for these types of establishments,
however, the city’s current smoking lounge ordinance prohibits the consumption of
alcoholic beverages in smoking lounges.

During discussions in 2022 when the smoking lounge ordinance was amended, Council
recognized that this provision potentially excluded cigar bars and agreed to revisit the
ordinance in the future.

Based on Council's previous thought to revisit the ordinance regarding cigar bars and
with the recent expansion of liquor license eligibility, the purpose of this discussion is to
determine Council’s position on amending the current smoking lounge ordinance to
allow for the consumption of alcohol.

A draft ordinance amendment is included for your review as well as minutes from past
council meetings.
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ORDINANCE NO. C- -2025

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE FARMINGTON HILLS CODE OF ORDINANCES
AT CHAPTER 8, “BUSINESS LICENSING"” ARTICLE Il, “SMOKING LOUNGES,”
DIVISION 3, “OPERATION,” SECTION 8-63, "STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND
SPECIAL PERMITS,” TO ALLOW THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES IN SMOKING LOUNGES.

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS ORDAINS:

Section 1 of Ordinance. Ordinance Amendment.

The Farmington Hills City Code, Chapter 8, “Business Licenses,” Article I, “Smoking
Lounges,” Division 3, “Operation,” Section 8-63 is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 8-63. - Standards of conduct and special permits.

A smoking lounge licensed under this article and the licensee, including its owners,
operators, managers, agents, and employees, shall comply with and shall be
responsible for ensuring that patrons, owners, and employees comply with this City
Code, applicable state laws, and all of the following, at all times:

(@) The consumption-of-alcoholic beverages-and-use of marijuana products, of any

kind, shall not be allowed.

(b) The unlawful possession, use, or delivery of any controlled substance shall not
be allowed.

(c) Persons visibly under the influence of, or intoxicated from, the use of any
substance under (a) or (b) of this section shall not be permitted to remain or loiter
on the premises.

(d) There shall be no live entertainment or dancing, unless a special dance-
entertainment permit has been applied for and approved as part of a smoking
lounge license pursuant to this article. If a special dance-entertainment permit has
been issued, then any live entertainment and dancing on the licensed premises
shall comply with this article.

(e) There shall be no use of hookahs or consumption of hookah tobacco, unless a
special hookah lounge permit has been applied for and approved as part of a
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smoking lounge license pursuant to this article. If a special hookah lounge permit
has been issued, then any use of hookahs or consumption of hookah tobacco on
the licensed premises shall comply with this article.

(f) There shall be no gambling.

(g) Patrons shall not loiter in the parking lot and immediately leave the parking
area upon exiting the licensed premises.

(h) Patrons shall immediately exit the premises upon the close of business.

(i) The licensee shall, at all times, maintain the premises as a safe and secure
environment for patrons and employees and shall ensure that the smoking lounge,
including interior and external areas, is maintained and operated, at all times, in
such a manner as not to result in breaches of the peace or a menace to the health,
safety, or welfare of the public.

Section 2 of Ordinance. Repealer.

All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or sections of the City Code in conflict with this
ordinance are repealed only to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and
effect, and the Farmington Hills Ordinance Code shall remain in full force and effect,
amended only as specified above.

Section 3 of Ordinance. Savings.

The amendments of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances set forth in this ordinance
do not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued, or
acquired or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the
amendments of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances set forth in this ordinance.

Section 4 of Ordinance. Severability.

If any section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be declared to be
unconstitutional, void, illegal or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, the
validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the part
invalidated, and such section, clause or provision declared to be unconstitutional, void or
illegal shall thereby cease to be a part of this Ordinance, but the remainder of this
ordinance shall stand and be in full force and effect.

Section 5 of Ordinance. Effective Date.

The provisions of this ordinance are ordered to take effect twenty-one (21) days after
enactment.



Section 6 of Ordinance. Date and Publication.

This ordinance is declared to have been enacted by the City Council of the City of
Farmington Hills at a meeting called and held on , 2025, and ordered to be given
publication in the manner prescribed by law.

Ayes:

Nays:
Abstentions:
Absent:

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) ss.
COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

|, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington Hills,
Oakland County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of
the Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills at a meeting
held on , 2025, the original of which is on file in my office.

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk
City of Farmington Hills



APPROVED 5/23/2022

MINUTES
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL
CITY HALL - COMMUNITY ROOM
MAY 9, 2022 — 6:00PM

The study session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Barnett at
6:03pm.

Council Members Present: Barnett, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Knol Massey and Newlin
Council Members Absent: None
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, City Clerk Smith, Assistant City

Manager Valentine, and City Attorney Joppich

Mayor Barnett stated that she wanted to add to the agenda discussion on the smoking lounge ordinance that
is before City Council this evening. There were no objections.

DISCUSSION ON RENTAL DWELLING UNIT REGISTRATION AND INSPECTIONS
Charmaine Kettler-Schmult, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, stated that the
rental inspection ordinance was approved by Council in 2014 and the program implemented in 2015. She
noted that there was an amendment to the ordinance to clarify the inspection process. She explained that
the current program is focused on the maintenance and upkeep of single-family dwellings and property
and inspections are conducted every 3 years. The department initially contacted non-homestead
properties notifying them of the new ordinance requirements and current notifications generally come
through code enforcement efforts.

City Manager Mekjian stated that City Council had requested expanding the rental inspection ordinance
to multi-family dwelling so he asked staff to explain where the city was to date with the current ordinance
and discuss the possibility of expanding the program.

Scott Lenhart, Building Official, stated that he has reviewed ordinances and program from comparable
communities and there is a wide range of ordinances and how this is handled in other communities; but he
believes that if this is the direction City Council wants to take, the current ordinance could be amended to
include a more comprehensive program that would include multi-family dwellings.

Interim Director Kettler-Schmult clarified that the current inspection includes the exterior of the dwelling
only and property unless the homeowner requests an inspection of the interior or if there is something
visible from the outside such as a broken window or hole in the roof that could deem the dwelling not in
compliance with the code.

Building Official Lenhart reported that there are approximately 11,000 dwellings that would be involved
if multi-family inspections were included as part of the rental inspection program. He discussed with
Council what constitutes a rental and costs to the city for these changes in the program.

Comments and concerns of City Council members included:
e Adequate staffing to add multi-family dwellings to the program and scheduling inspections
e Obtaining permission from owners for access to the interior of dwellings
e Decline of some apartment buildings and the effect on the entire City with regard to health, safety
and welfare
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Suggestions of Council included:
e Conducting inspections as units become empty and before new tenants move in
e Education and outreach to landlords
e Targeting older apartment complexes first to lessen the burden on city staff

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Phil Newman, representing the Detroit Metropolitan Apartment Association, shared the following
suggestions and concerns with the discussion this evening:

e Suggested that inspections are conducted on a complaint basis, which is feel is an option under
State Statute

e Landlords will pass costs of associated with an inspection program onto the tenants so if there are
no complaints or issues, why should those tenants be paying additional costs

e Agrees with the privacy issue and commented that tenants cannot be forced to open up their
apartments to provide access

Mayor Barnett encouraged Mr. Newman to participate in future discussions on this issue on behalf of the
area landlords.

Council requested Attorney Joppich to look into the following issues/suggestions raised:
e Possibility of targeting complexes on a complaint basis or targeting older complexes
e Privacy issue and ability to gain access to interior of dwellings

DISCUSSION ON THE SMOKING LOUNGE ORDINANCE

Mayor Barnett stated that she was concerned the smoking lounge ordinance was potentially excluding the
cigar bars because it does not allow for the sale of liquor; however, the current liquor license ordinance
does not allow for the sale of liquor on premise unless it is in conjunction with a bona fide restaurant.

Members of Council suggested revisiting the liquor ordinance as they felt it was outdated and that it does
exclude cigar bars and clubs. Council was comfortable with moving forward with the introduction of the
amendment to the smoking lounge ordinance this evening since there are other ordinances that already
prohibit those establishments if they intend to serve alcohol without also being in conjunction with a
restaurant operation; but agreed with having a broader discussion on this topic in the future.

Council wished to have this come back sooner than later and Attorney Joppich stated that he would
review the liquor ordinance and report back to City Council in approximately one month.

ADJOURNMENT:
The study session meeting adjourned at 7:11pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk



APPROVED 5/23/2022

MINUTES
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY HALL — COUNCIL CHAMBER
MAY 9, 2022 —-7:30 PM

The regular session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Barnett at
7:37pm.

Council Members Present: Barnett, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Knol, Massey, and Newlin
Council Members Absent: None
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, City Clerk Smith, Assistant City Manager

Valentine, Directors Kettler-Schmult and Schnackel, Police Chief King
and City Attorney Joppich

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Barnett led the pledge of allegiance.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR SESSION MEETING AGENDA
MOTION by Massey, support by Bruce, to approve the agenda as published.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING MAY 15-21, 2022 AS NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
The following Proclamation was read by Council Member Bridges and accepted by DPW Superintendent,
Kevin McCarthy:

PROCLAMATION
National Public Works Week
May 15 - 21, 2022
“Ready and Resilient”

WHEREAS, public works professionals focus on infrastructure, facilities, and services that are
of vital importance to sustainable and successful communities such as the City of
Farmington Hills; and

WHEREAS, National Public Works Week recognizes the men and women who provide and
maintain the services collectively known as public works, which are an integral
part of the health, safety, high quality of life, and well-being in the everyday lives
of Farmington Hills residents; and

WHEREAS, the support of an understanding and informed citizenry is vital to the efficient
operation of public works systems and programs such as water supply, sanitary
sewers, roadways, public buildings and properties, signage, traffic control, and
solid waste collection and recycling; and

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and comfort of this community all depend upon the
effectiveness of public works programs and the vital contributions and daily
service of the dedicated and hard-working professionals of the City’s Public
Services Department and the Division of Public Works; and
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WHEREAS, this year’s theme, "Ready and Resilient," showcases the superheroes that lie

within each and every public works professional - always READY to serve their
communities, and RESILIENT as ever in their abilities to pick themselves up and
rise to the occasion after encountering challenges; and

WHEREAS, National Public Works Week was instituted by the American Public Works
Association as a public education campaign designed to call attention to the
importance of public works in the lives of present and future generations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that [, Vicki Barnett, Mayor of the City of Farmington
Hills, on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim May 15 — 21, 2022 as National Public Works
Week in the City of Farmington Hills and call upon all citizens to recognize and acknowledge the vital
services provided daily by the City’s public works professionals to maintain the high quality of life in
Farmington Hills.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING MAY 15-21, 2022 AS NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
The following Proclamation was read by Council Member Massey and accepted by Police Officer Kent
Schooley:

PROCLAMATION
National Police Week
May 15 - 21, 2022

WHEREAS, Congress and the President of the United States have designated May 15 as Peace
Officers Memorial Day, and the week in which May 15 falls as National Police
Week; and

WHEREAS, National Police Week honors all law enforcement officers, and Peace Officers

Memorial Day pays homage to those who made the ultimate sacrifice in service
to their community or became disabled in the performance of duty and also pays
tribute to the survivors of these fallen heroes; and

WHEREAS, we honor the men and women of the Farmington Hills Police Department, along
with their community partners, and commend them on their impressive
accomplishments in reducing crime in our community; and

WHEREAS, the Farmington Hills Police Department achieved reaccreditation from the
Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police, becoming one of only eight Michigan
police agencies to have attained this status and currently the largest agency to
achieve this prestigious accomplishment; and

WHEREAS, it is vital that our citizens know that Farmington Hills police officers are
committed to practicing 21st century policing, encouraging positive community
connections, and delivering superior services without prejudice or partiality; and

WHEREAS, we are grateful to the members of our Police Department and to the community,
whose partnership helps Farmington Hills continue to be rated as one of the
safest communities to live in the state and country each year.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Vicki Barnett, Mayor of the City of Farmington
Hills, on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim May 15 — 21, 2022 as National Police Week and
call upon the citizens of Farmington Hills to join in recognizing our Farmington Hills police officers,
dispatchers, and civilian support staff, and in honoring all the dedicated professional law enforcement
personnel across our country who preserve the safety and security of our communities.

CORRESPONDENCE
Councilmembers acknowledged the following correspondence received:
e Emails regarding construction on Orchard Lake Road
e Acknowledged the Master Plan Citizen Survey on the city website

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION by Bridges, support by Boleware, to approve consent agenda items #9 — #12, as read.
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY, AND NEWLIN
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

MOTION by Knol, support by Boleware, to approve consent agenda item #13, as read.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: BRIDGES

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0-1.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
There were no items pulled for discussion.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
The following persons spoke on the Costick Center activities, particularly the pool and swim programs
and urged City Council to maintain that facility for seniors in the community:

Pamela Santo

Jeanne Bisanz

Linda Bodzin

Jenny Pike

COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Council Member made the following comments and/or announcements:
e Agreed that the Costick Center is a great facility for the resident seniors and that the swim
program is like a family and they appreciate the comments
e Urging people to watch out for bike riders and to watch their speed to keep everyone safe this
summer
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mayor Rich reviewed process and rules relative to public comment.

The following public comments/questions were made:
Dan Benson, Farmington Hills, spoke regarding his treatment following an automobile accident in
which he was involved on June 28, 2023, and specifically the towing of his Ford Escape by Ross
Junkyard, who still has his car, and which is now the subject of court action. He asked for help with
this situation.

Assistant City Manager Mondora followed up with Mr. Benson outside of Council Chambers.
Pamela Gerald addressed meeting decorum and protocols.

Members of the public addressed City Council relative to the ongoing conflict in Gaza and requested that
Council issue a resolution calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. Speakers who stated their name are listed
below: (¥every attempt has been made to spell names correctly)

Rene Lichtman, Holocaust survivor

Gerald Dodson, Canton

Ismail Noor, Dearborn

Mike Enayah, West Bloomfield

Iman Ismail, West Bloomfield

Madeline, Detroit

Pastor Dale Milford, Nardin Park United Methodist Church

Don Kreiss, West Bloomfield, Bishop of SE Michigan Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
Susannah Muzzin, Farmington Hills, Pastor, Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mark Fisher, Farmington Hills, Pastor, St John Lutheran Church

Pastor Jack Eggleston, Trenton

Rania Masri, Farmington Hills

Zaina, West Bloomfield

Jennah Peratsakis, Farmington Hills

Rena Bond, Farmington Hills

Andrew

Mayor Rich called a short recess at 10:22pm and reconvened the meeting at 10:31pm.

Jordan, Farmington/Farmington Hills
Eric Shelley, Southfield

Stacy, Farmington Hills

Tommy Airy, Detroit, Christians for a Free Palestine
Lindsay Airey, Detroit

Sana, Farmington Hills

Iman, West Bloomfield

Ryan Kessler, Lansing

Faith, Lansing

Pete Peratsakis

Mike Flores, Hazel Park

Thomas Hall, Farmington Hills
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Muhamed Halilovic, Farmington Hills
Ms. Smith, Farmington Hills

Sophie

Keith Harris, Southfield

Melina Peratsakis, Farmington Hills
Stacy Jackson, Southfield

Irfan Shuttari, Farmington Hills

ADJOURNMENT
The regular session City Council meeting adjourned at 11:56pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk
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