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Show Events & Features

e Free Coffee and Donuts! - Petey’s donuts and coffee

e Nissan Motorsports vehicle display — NAT race vehicles
e Farmington Hills Fire Department vehicle display

e Nissan vehicle display — many race and show vehicles

e Examples shown below

=1 Usa NiSSannews.com



FARMINGTON CITY CLERK’S REPORT TO

ﬂ<\HILLS MAYOR AND COUNCIL
Wechigon

DATE: July 14, 2025

DEPT: City Clerk

RE: Consideration of approval of a Special Event Permit for the Inauguration of
the Brahma Kumaris Spiritual Meditation Center to be held on Saturday, July
19, 2025

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY

e The City received an application from Subbalakshmi Akella, representing Brahma
Kumaris, for a Special Event Permit to hold the Inauguration of the Spiritual
Meditation Center on Saturday, July 19, 2025, from 8:00am-7:00pm at Brahma
Kumaris Reflection Point, located at 23450 Middlebelt Road, Farmington Hills.

« There will be a 20’ x 80’ tent on the property. A map of the site is included with
this report.

« The maximum number of proposed attendees is 150 people.
- The required insurance was received by the City.

-« The application was reviewed by all appropriate Departments. There were no
objections to the event being held, subject to the following conditions and details as
verified by the applicant:

There will be plenty of parking for all attendees and open to the public
There will be one (1) 20’ x 80’tent at the event
The applicant has not requested any assistance from the police department
The proposal site shows no obstruction for emergency vehicle access onto
the property
= No parking within 20’ of any tent

o= Tents require NFPA 701 Flame Resistance label affixed to

panels/canopy

Egress from the facility shall not be restricted
Fires lanes shall not be blocked or restricted
Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents
Any electrical equipment is approved by the City Electrical Inspector
Proponent must contact Fire Prevention prior to beginning the event to
schedule a site inspection
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ﬂ<\HILLS MAYOR AND COUNCIL
Wechigon

= Event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements

RECOMMENDATION

IT IS RESOLVED, that City Council hereby approves a Special Event Permit for the
Inauguration of the Brahma Kumaris Spiritual Meditation Center to be held on Saturday,
July 19, 2025, from 8:00am-7:00pm at Brahma Kumaris Reflection Point, located at
23450 Middlebelt Road, Farmington Hills, subject to the terms and conditions outlined
in the City Clerk’s report dated July 14, 2025.

Respectfully submitted,

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk



APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL EVENT/TEMPORARY OUTDOOR SALES

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
31555 ELEVEN MILE ROAD, FARMINGTON HILLS MI 48336
(248) 871-2410  FAX (248) 871-2411

ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE

Fees: $50.00 Application Review Fee (fee is waived for non profit companies) Carnivals are $ 150.00

A Clean Up Deposit of $300 is required for special events and temporary outdoor sales (involving the use of any
temporary outdoor structures or equipment — tents, tables, etc.). This deposit is refundable when the site is cleared.

A Liability Insurance Certificate naming the City as an additional insured in the amount of $1 JQQQLQQQ is requireq for
special events or temporary outdoor sales as determined by the City. The attached Indemnification Agreement is
required for Special Events as determined by the City.

Temporary Outdoor Sales: (Sales event held on the same property as the business and accessory to the use of the
busmess) are limited to 14 consecutive days and a total of 28 days in any 12’ month period.

NOTE: A COMPLETE AND DETAILED SITE PLAN/SITE MAP OF THE PROPERTY SHOWING THE EVENT AREA
IS REQUIRED. PLAN MUST SHOW LOCATIONS OF SIGNS, TENTS OR ANY STRUCTURES, AMUSEMENT
RIDES, FOOD SERVICES, PARKING AREA, THE LOCATION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS, ETC. REQUEST WILL
NOT BE REVIEWED UNTIL THIS PLAN IS RECEIVED. IF A TENT IS TO BE ERECTED, SPECIFICATIONS ARE
REQUIRED - SEE page 2)

APPLICANT'S NAME: (If partnership or corporation, please include all names & residential address of officers on
separate sheet)

Subbalakshmi Akella / The Brahma Kumaris (BKSO)

APPLICANT' S RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:
23450 Middlebelt Road, Farmington Hills Michigan 48336
ary ST ZIP

APPLICANT'S PHONE: Office; _ 2+8-987-2687 Cell:_

RELATION OF APPLICANT TO BUSINESS/EVENT: X owner _[J Manager £ Representative = Cther

IS ORGANIZATION A FOR PROFIT OR NON PROFIT BUSINESS: __ [ 1 PROFIT X NON-PROFIT

ADDRESS OF THE PROPERTY AT WHICH THE EVENT WILL BE CONDUCTED:
23450 Middlebelt Road, Farminggton Hills, Michigan 48336

DOES APPLICANT QWN OR OCCUPY THE PROPERTY AT WHICH THE EVENT IS TO BE HELD?

[X1 YES [ NO  IFNO, WRITTEN CONSENT FROM THE PROPERTY OWNER FOR THE EVENT IS
REQUIRED WITHIN SEVEN(7) DAYS OF THE DATE OF SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION TO THE CITY AND TO
ALL OTHER TENANTS ON THE PROPERTY OF THE PROPOSED EVENT. PLEASE ATTACH.

GIVE A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT PROPOSED:
Inauguration Event of Spiritual Meditation Center

DATE OF THE EVENT:_07/19/2025 TIME OF YOUR EVENT;_>™ 10 7P
NOTE: Special events/temporary outdoor sales are permitted by ordinance ONLY between 9am and 10pm

IS THE EVENT OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC? X vEs [ no

WILL ANY GOODS OR MERCHANDISE BE OFFERED FOR SALE TO THOSE ATTENDING:
= YES __ [XiNo ‘

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PEOPLE PROPOSED TQ ATTEND OR PARTICIPATE EACH DAY‘

5
g 2

M

Scanned with

&8 CamScanner’:
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HAS THE APPLICANT, PARTNERS, OFFICERS OR DIRECTORS EVER BEEN GONVICTED OF A FELONY?

L] YES Xi NO IF YES, ON SEPARATE SHEET PROVIDE DESCRIPTION OF CONVICTION -
INCLUDING WHAT FOR, DATE OF INCIDENT, DATE OF CONVICTION, ETC.

PERMANENT STRUCTURES ARE NOT ALLOWED TO BE ERECTED. DO YOU PLAN ANY TEMPORARY
STRUCTURES (TENT, TRAILER, STAGE, ETC)? X ves [ NO  IF YES, PLEASE DESCRIBE
WHAT THOSE ARE AND INCLUDE ON MAP:

IF ATENT IS PROPOSED, INDICATE THE SIZE AND NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE COMPANY PROVIDING THE

TENT: 20' x 80' SandB Party Rental Inc.  9622- Garden street , Livonia , Michigan 48150
Phno 248-231-9722

NOTE: A certificate of Flame Resistance for the Tent must be provided 10 days prior to the date of event/sales.

IF THE REQUEST IS TO HOLD A BLOCK PARTY, ARE YOU REQUESTING TO CLOSE ANY ROADS FOR THE
EVENT? [_lves [Xino (If yes, please submit signatures of abutting property owners who
would be directly affected by the road closure indicating that they have no objections-form attached).

WILL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT BE USED FOR THIS EVENT? [ ves X no
IF YES, DESCRIBE IN DETAIL WHAT TYPE OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT WILL BE USED. CONTACT BUILDING
DEPARTMENT at 248.871-2450 TO DETERMINE IF A PERMIT IS REQUIRED.

IS ANY SIGNAGE PROPOSED? L ves X NO IF YES, NOTE SIZE AND
LOCATIONS OF ANY SIGNS PROPOSED ON THE PLAN PROVIDED WITH THIS APPLICATION.

IS THE EVENT FOR PROFIT? | NON- PROFIT [X

IS THIS EVENT TO TAKE PLACE IN A CITY OWNED PARK [1ves [XI no

IF YES, HAVE YOU RECEIVED AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CITY'S PARKS AND RECREATION RULES AND
REGULATIONS? _[_IYES [ _INO ANY DEVIATIONS REQUESTED?

S AKella

Applican{'s Signature

pate: G- 12-"2025 Subbalaleshnd  Akella

Printed Name of Applicant

Note: Section 22-119 of the City Code stipulates that other permits and/or inspections MAY be required along with
permission to conduct the special event. This could be for health facilities (food), electric services, fire issues, or a
certificate of use from the city’s Building Department

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: APP%OVALS:

\/_Application and fee Police

_\/ Complete Site Plan/Map Fire v
___PlanMgIBlI/;lZoning
Z__Engineering

IF APPLICABLE:

Insurance Certificate (If required by city)
Indemnification Agreement (Special Events)

Clean Up Deposit (if required by city)

Tent Certificate of Flame Resistance

Tent Co. Information (see above),

Names/Addresses of Corporation

Neighborhood Signatures (block parties closing a road)
Carnivals Only (State of Ml Certificate)
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FARMINGTON CITY CLERK’S REPORT TO

m-llLLS MAYOR AND COUNCIL
Wechigon

DATE: July 14, 2025

DEPT: City Clerk

RE: Consideration of approval of a Special Event Permit for ISKCON Annual Color
Festival to be held on Saturday, July 26, 2025

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY

e The City received an application from Naresh Mekala, representing ISKCON
Farmington Hills, for a Special Event Permit to hold the Annual Color Festival on
Saturday, July 26, 2025, from 5:00pm to 8:30pm at ISKCON Farmington Hills located
at 36600 Grand River Avenue.

- This will be an outdoor event which will include (15) 10x10 tents, vendors, food,
and live music.

« The maximum number of proposed attendees is 500 people.
- The required indemnification agreement was received by the City.

- The application was reviewed by all appropriate Departments. There were no
objections to the event being held, subject to the following conditions and details as
verified by the applicant:

= There will be several 10x10 tents onsite used for seating and for vendor
merchandise

» The applicant is expecting 500 people to attend the event which will be
open to the public

= All three entrances will be open for emergency vehicles in case the need
arises

» The applicant has not asked for assistance from the police department

= No parking within 20’ of any tent. Further, the west drive shall remain clear
from Grand River to Lochdale for emergency vehicles

= Egress from the facility shall not be restricted

= Fire lane shall not be blocked or restricted

s Temporary “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” signs shall be put up along
Lochdale and Independence Office Drive on July 26, 2025

= Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents

= Proponent must contact Fire Prevention prior to beginning event to
schedule a site inspection

= Event shall comply with the minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements
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= Signs located north on Grand River must be relocated out of the Right of
Way; otherwise, any signs in the Grand River ROW will require an approval
and permit from MDOT

= Required electrical permit for Fairs/and Festival safety inspection from the
City’s electrical inspector; or letter of certification on company letterhead
from generator’s supplier stating the generator has been inspected by their
maintenance people and the GFI plugs have been tested and are fully
functioning

= |SKCON Farmington Hills has received permission from Middela LLC to use

their two parking lots for visitors

RECOMMENDATION

IT IS RESOLVED, that City Council hereby approves a Special Event Permit for ISKCON
Farmington Hills to hold the Annual Color Festival on Saturday, July 26, 2025, from
5:00pm to 8:30pm at ISKCON Farmington Hills located at 36600 Grand River Avenue,
subject to the terms and conditions outlined in the City Clerk’s report dated July 14,
2025.

Respectfully submitted,

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk








CLindahl









DRAFT

MINUTES
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL
STUDY SESSION
CITY HALL - COMMUNITY ROOM
JUNE 9, 2025 - 6:00PM

The study session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Rich at
5:30pm.

Councilmembers Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, Knol and Rich
Councilmembers Absent: None
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, Assistant City Manager Mondora, City

Clerk Lindahl, Directors Brockway, Kettler-Schmult, Schnackel
and Skrobola, and City Attorney Joppich

DISCUSSION ON ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT 3, 2025 INCLUDING REVISIONS TO 0OS-4 OFFICE RESEARCH
DISTRICT AND OFF-STREET PARKING STANDARDS FOR MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AND OFFICE USES
City Manager Mekjian introduced this item, explaining that the City is entering a new era where
redevelopment, rather than greenfield development, will be the primary focus. The text amendment is
intended to support redevelopment by updating zoning regulations in the 0S-4 district, making it more
attractive to developers. The Council had previously reviewed this amendment and was familiar with its
general scope.

Director of Planning and Community Development Charmaine Kettler-Schmult provided an overview of

the top five goals of the proposed text amendment:

e Promote innovative redevelopment and reuse of large office structures, particularly along the 12
Mile corridor

e Introduce new and expanded use categories, including mixed uses

e Offerincentives for public space creation in exchange for increased building height

e Update off-street parking standards for offices and multi-family residential developments

e Respond to current patterns of hybrid work and underutilized large parking lots

Planning Consultant Jill Bahm, Giffels Webster, explained that the zoning text amendment grew out of
the recently updated Master Plan. The Plan encourages flexible, mixed-use development and highlights
a shift from single-use zoning (residential, office, or commercial) to multifunctional districts. The 12 Mile
corridor is currently heavily office-oriented, and there is a need to adapt regulations in response to
market changes, including the decline of single-use office demand. The vision for the area also includes
improving connections to The Hawk, the library, providing public facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists,
and improving safety for all modes of travel along 12 Mile Road.

Planning Consultant Bahm discussed phased redevelopment strategies as envisioned in the Master Plan:
e Phase 1: Add small-scale commercial buildings

e Phase 2: Introduce residential uses alongside commercial with increased tree planting

e Phase 3: Include public and quasi-public spaces with increased tree planting and landscaping
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The end result will be a combination of all components—commercial, residential, public space, and
landscaping.

Planning Consultant Bahm emphasized the need for realistic, incremental development and stressed
that the new zoning regulations will accommodate transitional growth; the expectation was not for
immediate large-scale redevelopment.

Key highlights of the OS-4 district amendment include:

e Allowance for mixed-use buildings and innovative reuse of office structures, including live-work
units, artisan manufacturing and small-scale, hand-crafted fabrication, commercial uses within
mixed-use buildings, retail businesses, banks, veterinary clinics, etc.

e Increased building height (from 50 to 65 feet, or up to 80 feet within 400 feet of the 1-696 right-of-
way)

e Height bonus of 20 feet when 15% of the lot is allocated for public open space and includes at least
one public art installation

e Elimination of maximum lot coverage limits

e Improve stormwater management

e Maintenance of a 50% front yard open space requirement

e Modernization of parking requirements and promotion of shared or reduced parking strategies,
including decked parking

e Coordination with pending non-residential design standards regulating facade materials, scale, and
window placement

e The ordinance will encourage restaurants, but all drive-throughs will require special land use
approval, as they will be limited due to not being pedestrian oriented.

Planning Consultant Bahm presented visual references to illustrate the proposed building heights and
design compatibility. She explained that the height bonuses tied to proximity to the 1-696 right-of-way
would not apply to OS-4 zoned areas along Haggerty. A visual comparison showed the Mercedes
building at 55 feet, with potential new construction reaching up to 100 feet still fitting within the
character of the corridor.

She presented examples of similar developments:

e Zen City Center, Troy: 100 feet tall, 8 stories, mixed-use including 286 residential units

e Apex, West Bloomfield: 5 stories, 60 feet tall, 212 units, set back from Orchard Lake Road

e Town Court, West Bloomfield: 4 stories, 55 feet tall, 192 units

e Birmingham Pointe: 4 stories, 75 feet tall, adjacent to historic neighborhoods with bulk of height set
back

e Forum Flats in Troy and The Perennial in Corktown: 3 to 7 stories, with newer residential and mixed-
use infill

Planning Consultant Bahm also referenced case studies from Alexandria, Virginia, and Durham, North
Carolina, where communities successfully shifted from single-use zoning to vibrant mixed-use
redevelopment through zoning modernization and transportation network reprioritization.



City Council Study Session Minutes DRAFT
June 9, 2025
Page 3 of 9

A public hearing on new design standards is scheduled for the next Planning Commission meeting, after
which design standards will come before City Council.

Council discussion

The ordinance needs to clarify that stand alone restaurants are encouraged under the right
circumstances; these should be listed with other primary uses.

Self-storage is not a permitted use under the current or proposed ordinance.

Newer residential buildings have taller ceiling heights, especially when the first floor is used for
commercial purposes. This contributes to overall building height but aligns with modern design
standards.

Council expressed support for the presentation, noting that the proposed uses and flexibility within
the 0S-4 district presented a vision for a vibrant, mixed-use community that could accommodate
single-family attached housing, salons, credit unions, restaurants, and entertainment uses. Council
emphasized the need for the City to remain competitive and aggressive in attracting redevelopment.
Councilmember Bridges questioned whether a 100-foot building near 1-696 was truly appropriate
given the lack of nearby structures of similar height. Planning Consultant Bahm acknowledged the
concern but reiterated that the proposed bonus height would apply only to parcels adjacent to I-
696, where there would be minimal impact on residential areas. She suggested that visibility from
the freeway could actually attract interest.

Councilmember Bridges also inquired about improved connectivity to nearby public facilities such as
the library and HAWK community center. Bahm explained that enhancing sidewalk networks and
pedestrian crossings would support this goal and contribute to calming traffic by adding road
friction.

Councilmember Bridges asked whether there had been preliminary interest from property owners.
Director Kettler-Schmult confirmed that three property owners along the corridor had expressed
strong interest in redeveloping under the proposed guidelines and had already engaged in
preliminary discussions with staff.

Council Member Knol supported the mixed-use vision but expressed concern about permitting 100-
foot buildings along 12 Mile Road. She explained that the context—surrounded by one- and two-
story buildings—would make such structures stand out dramatically, especially to nearby residential
neighborhoods. She advocated for a transitional approach, recommending a gradual increase in
allowable building height over time. She suggested that the City start with 80- or 85-foot limits and
consider amending the ordinance to allow 100 feet only after other taller structures had been
developed in the area to provide context. Incremental increases would give the City time to evaluate
market conditions and public sentiment.

Council Member Knol also emphasized the importance of quality design in any office-to-residential
conversions. She stressed that the exterior must reflect a residential appearance and include
amenities such as pools, trails, or courts to attract residents. Without such considerations, projects
could devolve into low-quality apartment conversions that lack appeal.

Council Member Knol also distinguished between downtown environments and suburban corridors
like 12 Mile Road, arguing that taller buildings may be more appropriate in denser downtown
settings but not near lower-density residential areas.

Council Member Boleware thought that the topography along 696 may reduce the visual impact of
taller buildings. Bonus height structures would be limited to properties near 696, which sit lower in
elevation. She also noted that appearances can be deceptive; some developments that look
unappealing to her still command high rents.
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e Council Member Aldred proposed capping the height at 85 feet as a possible compromise, allowing
for 65 feet plus a 20-foot bonus. The 15% public space requirement might not be enough to justify a
100-foot building and suggested more public benefit might be necessary to warrant maximum
height.

e Council Member Aldred also highlighted the importance of preserving green space between Drake
and Halsted, where there is a stretch of undeveloped woodland along 12 Mile. He encouraged a
balanced approach where redevelopment targets parking lots while protecting wooded areas,
noting that preserving tree cover aligns with resident values as expressed during branding feedback
sessions.

e Council Member Bruce expressed overall support for the mixed-use approach, citing examples from
other cities. He supported efforts to reduce visual starkness and revitalize the corridor, while also
echoing concerns about isolated tall buildings. He encouraged a thoughtful approach to massing and
transitional building heights; visual harmony would help avoid jarring contrasts.

e Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer expressed strong support for the text amendment, which was something he
felt had been needed for many years. He encouraged Council not to become overly focused on the
100-foot height figure, suggesting that a better understanding of visual impacts would help
eliminate concerns.

e Council Member Bridges supported the proposed hybrid approach, allowing 100-foot buildings near
I-696 where elevation is lower, but restricting such heights closer to 12 Mile Road.

e Mayor Rich echoed the urgency to move forward and commended the Planning Commission for its
work. She requested renderings to help assess the visual impact of tall buildings from nearby homes.
She thought starting with an 85-foot cap might restrict developer interest and limit staff as they
promoted development opportunities.

e Planning Consultant Bahm clarified that the ordinance allows buildings up to 100 feet only within
400 feet of the 1-696 right-of-way. A tall building set back behind lower scale outlots would not
dominate the view from 12 Mile Road.

e Director Kettler-Schmult confirmed that the 20-foot bonus height is contingent on providing public
space on the developer’s property. The space must meet specific requirements, including public
access and minimum square footage as a percentage of the total lot area.

e Council Member Knol was concerned about requiring general public access to corporate properties,
noting that companies with R&D or sensitive operations may not welcome public presence on their
sites.

e Economic Development Director Brockway described parallels to Troy’s Big Beaver redevelopment,
noting that process took 15 years and followed a similar planning and zoning approach. She shared
that property owners along the 12 Mile corridor are enthusiastic about redeveloping surface parking
and underutilized outlots. Four- to six-story buildings are most financially viable in the current
market but including 100-foot options helps position the City for future opportunities and long-
range growth. The 100-foot provision allows the City to remain competitive as the market evolves
over the next 15 to 20 years. As redevelopment progresses, demand for taller structures and parking
decks may grow, reinforcing the benefit of zoning flexibility.

e Planning Consultant Bahm emphasized that Farmington Hills is built out, so future growth must
come vertically rather than horizontally.

e City Manager Mekjian noted that although 100 feet may sound tall, it is only a quarter the height of
Southfield’s Town Center.

e Council Member Knol remained concerned that a 100-foot height is too tall for this area.
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Mayor Rich noted that the proposed zoning text amendments would return to Council in July. She asked
that visual renderings showing the perspective of nearby neighborhoods in relation to potential 100-foot
buildings be presented at that time.

DISCUSSION ON THE OAKLAND COUNTY PARKS AGREEMENT

Special Services Director Schnackel and Deputy Director Farmer were present for this discussion, as was
Oakland County Parks Director Ward. Others present included Oakland County Parks Operations Manager
Dunleavy and Oakland County Parks Planner Folland, as well as Farmington Hills staff including

Park Supervisor Heyer, Nature Center Supervisor Smith, and Steve Simpson, who serves on both the
Planning and Parks and Recreation Commissions.

Director Schnackel explained that tonight’s conversation was to introduce an Interlocal Partnership
Agreement between the County of Oakland and the City of Farmington Hills, made possible by the
Oakland County Parks Millage that passed in 2024 and ongoing conversations between the City and the
County.

Director Schnackel emphasized the significance of Heritage Park as a regional destination, noting that
the park received 750,000 visitors in 2024, approximately 60% of whom were non-residents. She
outlined a proposed interlocal agreement between Farmington Hills and Oakland County that would
formalize a shared operational model for the majority of Heritage Park, excluding the Longacre House
and the area encompassing the playground and splash pad, which the City is separately pursuing grant
funding to improve.

Oakland County’s initial contribution would be a $4 million investment, along with a projected annual
contribution of $500,000 to S1 million to assist with ongoing operations. The City currently spends
approximately $1.8 million annually to operate Heritage Park and generates about $500,000 in revenue
from shelter rentals, Nature Center programming, and archery programs. The partnership with Oakland
County would enable capital projects funded by the County, freeing up City parks millage funds for other
projects, such as scoreboards, new playgrounds, or cricket fields.

Director Schnackel described the potential for leveraging Oakland County’s equipment, purchasing
power, and marketing reach to enhance operations and services. Specific areas of collaboration would
include shared governance, communications, building and grounds maintenance, program operations,
ecological management, and improved park safety, particularly within the ranger program. A 30-year
partnership agreement is proposed, with Council review targeted for July 2025 and public engagement
to take place throughout the second half of the year.

Council discussion

In response to a question from Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer, staff confirmed that the full $4 million
investment would be provided by Oakland County upon finalization of the agreement. Mayor Pro Tem
Dwyer requested clarification on the nature of the partnership beyond the financial contribution.

Oakland County Director Ward described the County’s strategic use of partnerships to improve park
equity and access, emphasizing that the strategy provides a win-win structure by allowing the County to
invest in exemplary existing parks rather than acquiring new land.
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Oakland County Director Ward acknowledged Heritage Park’s status as a regional destination, praised
the reputation of the Nature Center, and stated that the park could serve as the County’s flagship hub in
southern Oakland County. He noted this would be the first agreement enacted since the approval of the
recent millage, affirming the County’s commitment to allocating those funds back to communities. The
goal is for the public to experience a seamless transition and see service improvements without
disruption.

Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer expressed concern about resident access, noting that 60% of park users were
already non-residents. This park belonged to Farmington Hills residents, and he did not want them “shut
out.” Director Schnackel clarified that this pattern of non-resident use already exists and has not led to
disadvantaging residents.

Deputy Director Farmer added that the agreement would encourage coordination to effectively divide
tasks like mowing and programming, creating efficiency and clear cost-sharing practices.

Council Member Aldred stated strong support for the partnership in general but requested clarification
on the nature of the $4 million investment. Oakland County Director Ward explained that the funds
would be provided as a lump sum to the City following a staff-led transition process, and the City would
determine how to allocate the money.

Council Member Aldred also raised concerns about financial equity, estimating that Farmington Hills
residents would contribute over $47 million through the increased millage over 30 years, adjusted for
inflation. He noted this estimate greatly exceeds the County’s initial investment and requested
reassurance that the return would be proportionate. Oakland County Director Ward responded that the
County would fund at least half of ongoing park operations and pay the City for staff services related to
the County’s responsibilities, freeing up City funds. He acknowledged that while a full return to each city
cannot be guaranteed, the agreement strives to provide a strong and equitable investment.

Council Member Knol expressed overall support for the partnership with Oakland County but raised
concerns regarding control and governance. She questioned whether the County would have final
decision-making authority over features like the Spicer House, the sledding hill, and event scheduling,
and whether existing plans—such as converting the Spicer House into a museum—would be honored.
She also inquired whether covenant restrictions from the original land donors had been reviewed for
compliance. Additionally, Knol asked about the rationale for excluding the splash pad and playground
areas from the partnership arrangement.

Director Schnackel assured Council that the City Attorney and County legal teams are reviewing deed
covenants and DNR grant conditions. She emphasized that operational decisions would remain
collaborative and continue to be presented to the Planning Commission and City Council for approval.
She clarified that the City intends to maintain control over key programming and site decisions, ensuring
continued community input.

Oakland County Director Ward added that the formal agreement will include mutual approval of both
the park operations plan and capital improvement plan. Regarding the playground and splash pad
exclusion, Director Ward explained the intention was to preserve distinct experiences, with the County
focused on natural areas and the City continuing to manage active recreation zones.
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Deputy Director Farmer described examples of program collaboration, including shared concert series
and enhancements to summer camp programming through County resources. He affirmed that all
program registrations, shelter rentals, and contacts would continue to go through the City, to maintain a
streamlined experience for residents.

Council Member Bridges asked for further clarification on the $4 million initial investment. Oakland
County Director Ward reiterated this would be a direct cash payment to the City, not in-kind services. He
also noted that staffing details, including the presence of County employees in uniform at the park, will
be resolved during the transition period. Director Ward acknowledged that the estimated 30-year
investment range ($19-534 million) reflects variability in annual contributions between $500,000 and $1
million.

Mayor Rich responded that a $19 million County investment was a non-starter. The investment needed
to be on the higher end to be attractive to the City.

Oakland County Director Ward confirmed that the agreement allows either party to exit in the future,
with reimbursement for depreciated investments if applicable. The goal, however, is a sustained, long-
term partnership that appears seamless to the public.

In response to a question from Council Member Bridges, Director Schnackel emphasized that the
immediate financial support from Oakland County would accelerate improvements like trail repairs,
signage upgrades, and potentially the expansion of the Nature Center, which is currently undersized.
These enhancements might otherwise be delayed for years due to limited City resources.

Council Member Bridges recalled earlier discussions at the Council goal session regarding using excess
fund balance to invest in parks, including Heritage Park. He questioned how this new $4 million
investment aligns with those prior plans.

City Manager Mekjian emphasized that the proposed $4 million investment from Oakland County aligns
with Council’s prior goal session discussions to increase funding for park improvements. He explained
that the funding will reduce the City's reliance on general fund subsidies for the Special Services
Department.

Director Schnackel clarified that while the funds are not yet fully earmarked, they are expected to stay
within Special Services and provide broad operational and capital support.

Council Member Bridges sought confirmation that the $4 million would not be diverted to general fund
usage and would remain within Special Services. Staff explained that the department is already
subsidized by approximately $4 million annually from the general fund, so the County’s contribution will
help offset that expense. They also confirmed the existing parks millage generates approximately $2.1
million per year.

Council Member Boleware voiced her support for the partnership and suggested using saved funds to
invest in inclusive amenities such as adult playground equipment. She raised concerns about possible
name changes to the park and asked whether renaming it “Heritage Oaks” was required. Oakland
County Director Ward acknowledged the symbolic importance of the name and stated that “Heritage
Oaks” would likely refer only to the nature and preserve portion of the park.
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Mayor Rich urged the County to consider investments in accessible restroom facilities. Oakland County
Director Ward stated that initial capital improvements should reflect Council priorities.

Council discussed the upcoming review process. Staff clarified that the intergovernmental agreement
will be presented for a study session in July. If Council is satisfied, the agreement may be approved that
same night during the regular meeting. If more discussion is needed, the item can be removed from the
agenda.

City Attorney Joppich emphasized that while the agreement will outline key terms, it includes a
transition period through December 31 or six months (whichever is later) to finalize implementation
details. Council retains the ability to withdraw during the transition period.

INCENTIVE DISCUSSION FOR CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT

Director of Economic Development Brockway and Ryan Haguchi of AKT Peerless presented an overview
of economic development incentives currently relevant to redevelopment projects, with a focus on the
Brownfield Tax Increment Financing Act (Act 381) and Public Act 210, the Commercial Rehabilitation Act.

e Brownfield Tax Increment Financing (Act 381) — Key Provisions

o A Brownfield site may be defined as contaminated, functionally obsolete, blighted, adjacent to a
qualifying parcel, or a historic resource.

o Recent changes to the Act allow both core and non-core communities, such as Farmington Hills,
to access expanded benefits. These include infrastructure improvements and site preparation
costs for housing projects, such as water main upgrades, road modifications, or public right-of-
way enhancements.

o Residential housing at 120% Area Median Income (AMI) or below is now eligible, including
housing components in mixed-use redevelopment.

e Housing TIF Subsidies

o The updated Act permits developers to recover losses incurred by offering below-market-rate
rents. For example, if the market will not support the high rental rates tied to the AMI ceiling,
developers may claim the difference between actual and potential rental income as a
reimbursable cost.

o A studio apartment in Oakland County has a capped rate of approximately $2,478/month at
120% AMI. If a developer can only charge $1,500, the $978 monthly difference may be claimed
as an eligible expense under a Brownfield TIF.

o To remain eligible, developments must meet long-term affordability criteria. Non-compliance
invalidates the subsidy.

e Application to 12 Mile Corridor

o Many properties along 12 Mile Road have potential for redevelopment using these tools. Mixed-
use developments that include residential components and new infrastructure would qualify.

o The updated statute enables office-to-residential conversions while maintaining commercial
uses, thus supporting the zoning amendment goals for the 0S-4 district.

e Commercial Rehabilitation Act (PA 210)

o PA 210 provides tax abatement for commercial properties that have operated within the last 15
years and are being renovated for continued commercial use. Eligible improvements include
interior and exterior renovations, asbestos removal, partial demolition, and reconstruction of
parking areas.
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o The primary benefit is the freezing of a property’s taxable value for up to 10 years, as approved
by Council. For example, a tax liability of $5 per square foot could remain unchanged for a
decade if approved.

e Relevance to Farmington Hills
Director Brockway emphasized that many parcels along 12 Mile Road are likely to require
infrastructure upgrades to support redevelopment, making them suitable for these incentives. The
tools would be especially effective for mixed-use developments, which combine housing with office
or retail. There is the possibility for developers to combine (or “stack”) Brownfield TIF with PA 210.
An existing example includes the Emerson development on Northwestern Highway, which has an
established PA 210 district.

The city is currently seeing interest from developers considering housing-based Brownfield TIF
proposals. These incentive tools can help the city remain competitive with neighboring
municipalities and encourage developers to undertake costly retrofitting and infrastructure
upgrades. Post-construction infrastructure could benefit future users as well.

Mayor Rich thanked staff for the informative overview and asked Councilmembers to direct follow-up
guestions through City Manager Mekjian.

ADJOURNMENT
The Study Session meeting was adjourned at 7:23pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk
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MINUTES
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY HALL — COUNCIL CHAMBER
JUNE 9, 2025 - 7:30 PM

The regular session of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Rich at 7:34PM.

Councilmembers Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, Knol, and Rich
Councilmembers Absent: None
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian; Assistant City Manager Mondora; City Clerk

Lindahl; Directors Brown, Kettler-Schmult, Rushlow, Schnackel and
Skrobola; Police Chief Piggot and Fire Chief Unruh; City Attorney Joppich

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The pledge of allegiance was led by Bobby Turner, President, Busch’s Fresh Food Market; Amanda Hurst,
Farmington Hills Busch’s store manager; and Frank Parker, also of Busch’s Fresh Food Market.

Mayor Rich recognized Busch’s Fresh Food Market with a Semi-Centennial Business Award in honor of
its 50 years of service to Metro Detroit and 25 years of meaningful presence in Farmington Hills. She
praised Busch’s as both a neighborhood grocery store and a strong community partner, highlighting its
long-standing support of city events, including “Hay Day”, Farmington Hills “I Do Still”, “Kickoff to
Summer”, and many others. The Mayor noted that some community events would not have been
possible without Busch’s support and emphasized the company’s broader contributions, such as local
food bank donations and efforts to address food insecurity. She thanked Busch’s for helping build a
healthier, more connected community and congratulated them on their lasting impact.

Store Manager Hurst highlighted the store’s ongoing efforts to give back, including active participation
in Parks and Recreation events—most recently the Camp Out and the upcoming Kickoff to Summer—
and ongoing support for CARES through food fundraisers, and biannual milk drives that provide
significant contributions to local families and schools. Ms. Hurst expressed pride in the store’s
partnership with Visions Unlimited, a program that allows students to gain experience and build skills
within the store. Mr. Turner also offered brief comments of appreciation for the Farmington Hills
community.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR SESSION MEETING AGENDA
MOTION by Bridges, support by Knol, to approve the agenda with a correction to the date in item
18 to June 21, 2025.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING JUNE 2025 AS GREAT OUTDOORS MONTH
The following proclamation was read by Councilmember Aldred and accepted by Director of Special
Services Schnackel.
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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PROCLAMATION
Great Outdoors Month
June 2025

June has been declared Great Outdoors Month, when all Americans are
encouraged to spend time outside being active rather than inside being
sedentary; and,

going outside is a safe and healthy way to engage with family and
friends while enjoying the natural resources and beauty that the City of
Farmington Hills has to offer; and,

kids spend an average of ten hours a day in front of screens and outdoor
activity is considered by leading health organizations as a remedy for
the adverse effects caused by increasing inactivity; and,

it is important to provide safe, close-to-home opportunities for people
of all races, incomes, and beliefs to access parks, trails, open spaces,
and more for daily physical exercise, mental well-being, socializing with
friends and family, relaxing, and enjoying the great outdoors; and,

the City of Farmington Hills Special Services Department is committed
to offering outdoor recreational opportunities for individuals of all ages,
interests, and abilities; and,

the City takes pride in its programs that bring people together, promote
a love of the great outdoors and encourage a sense of stewardship for
the environment; and,

there are more than 600 acres of parkland in Farmington Hills, which
include the Farmington Hills Nature Center, 90 athletic fields and six
miles of hiking trails, with a new nature trail opening this week at The
Hawk; and,

the City of Farmington Hills will showcase its recreational programs this
week at “Kickoff 2 Summer” on Thursday, June 12 from 5 to 8 p.m. at
The Hawk to encourage community members to find recreational
activities to enjoy this summer and all year round.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that |, Theresa Rich, Mayor of the City of Farmington Hills,
on behalf of the City Council, do hereby encourage community members to celebrate our City’s
natural resources, including our neighborhood parks and woodlands, during Great Outdoors
Month and to spend time enjoying the great outdoors by taking part the numerous recreational
opportunities in Farmington Hills.
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PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING JUNE 2025 AS MEN’S HEALTH MONTH

The following proclamation was read by Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer and accepted by Charles Poole of Peace

of Mind Wellness.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

PROCLAMATION
Men’s Health Month: June 2025
Men’s Health Week: June 9-15, 2025

Men's Health Month is part of an ongoing international effort to
educate men, boys, and their families about receiving regular disease
prevention screenings and living healthier lifestyles; and,

nationwide, life expectancy for men averages five years fewer than that
of women with men experiencing higher rates of health problems, such
as diabetes, obesity, cancer and heart disease; and,

Men's Health Month is a time for the public to recognize the mental and
physical health needs of men and boys while encouraging fathers to be
role models for their children through preventive health screenings,
healthy living and seeking needed help; and,

the growing epidemics of suicide and substance abuse requires special
effort to raise awareness of unrecognized and undiagnosed depression
and mental stress in boys and men; and,

the centerpiece of Men's Health Month is National Men's Health Week,
a special awareness period passed by Congress and signed into law by
President Bill Clinton on May 31, 1994, and officially facilitated yearly by
the efforts of Men’s Health Network; and,

Farmington Hills residents have convenient access to some of the
region’s best health care providers right in their own community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that |, Theresa Rich, Mayor of the City of Farmington Hills,
on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim June 2025 as Men’s Health Month in
Farmington Hills and encourage community members to pursue preventive health care
practices, such as a healthy lifestyle, regular exercise, and medical check-ups, and to support
early detection efforts for themselves and their loved ones.

Charles Poole highlighted his and his daughter Natalie’s work through Peace of Mind Wellness in
Farmington Hills, which focuses on compassionate mental health care, particularly for men.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING JUNE 19, 2025 AS JUNETEENTH

The following proclamation was read by Councilmember Boleware and accepted by Dr. Patricia Coleman

Burns.
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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PROCLAMATION
Juneteenth Celebration
June 19, 2025

the City of Farmington Hills formally acknowledges Juneteenth as a
holiday marking the end of slavery in the United States; and,

the City of Farmington Hills commemorates the word of emancipation
finally reaching a group of enslaved Africans in Galveston, Texas on June
19, 1865, more than two and a half years after President Abraham
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, stating that “all persons
held as slaves” within the rebellious states “are, and henceforth shall be
free;” and,

following his statement, June 19, also known as Juneteenth, became the
emancipation date of those long suffering for freedom; and,

since then, as the oldest known celebration commemorating the end of
slavery in America, the tradition of celebrating Juneteenth has remained
strong, well into the 21 century, recognizing the triumph of the human
spirit over the cruelty of slavery and honoring the strength, endurance,
and faith of African American ancestors; and,

onJune 17, 2021, President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. signed into law Senate
Bill 475 making Juneteenth a federal holiday; and,

Juneteenth is a day of reflection, renewal and pride, as families and
community members gather to celebrate the African American
experience, and to measure and appreciate the great progress and
significant contributions made by African Americans in our society; and,

worldwide celebrations of Juneteenth are designed to acknowledge and
honor history while looking toward the future with a renewed
commitment to building coalitions, offering support, and working
toward peace and liberty for all; and,

the City of Farmington Hills Special Services Department Cultural Arts
Division will host a free concert at 7 p.m. on June 19 at The Hawk
Theatre for the community to come together in celebration of
Juneteenth.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that |, Theresa Rich, Mayor of the City of Farmington Hills,
on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim June 19, 2025, as Juneteenth in Farmington
Hills. We encourage all community members to attend the City’s free Juneteenth celebration
concert and urge the community to celebrate African American history and culture, while
continuing to promote liberty for all and a strong sense of belonging in Farmington Hills year-

round.
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Dr. Coleman Burns thanked the Mayor, City Council, and community partners for fostering an inclusive
environment where all residents, including the 18.5% African American population, feel at home.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING JUNE 2025 AS LGBTQ PRIDE MONTH
The following proclamation was read by Councilmember Knol and accepted by Kelly Siegrist, Farmington
Community Library Director.

PROCLAMATION
LGBTQ Pride Month
June 2025

WHEREAS, the struggle for dignity and equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer or questioning (LGBTQ) people is reflected in
the dedication of advocates and allies who strive for a more inclusive
society; and,

WHEREAS, June is declared as Pride Month to commemorate the June 1969
Stonewall Uprising in Manhattan targeting LGBTQ patrons and other
marginalized people in violation of their civil rights, leading to the Gay
Rights Movement; and,

WHEREAS, LGBTQ Americans, including our neighbors, coworkers, friends and
family members, face discrimination simply for being who they are and
there is still work to do to extend the promise of our country to every
person; and,

WHEREAS, the landmark Supreme Court decision of 2015 guaranteeing marriage
equality in all 50 States was a historic victory for LGBTQ Americans,
which affirmed that everyone deserves to be treated as equals; and,

WHEREAS, in 2015, the City of Farmington Hills enacted a Human Rights Ordinance
stating the City’s intent that no person be denied equal protection of
the laws, nor shall any person be denied the enjoyment of his or her
civil or political rights or be discriminated against because of actual or
perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, height, weight,
condition of pregnancy, marital status, physical or mental limitation,
source of income, family status, sexual orientation or gender identity;
and,

WHEREAS, the City’s Special Services Department Cultural Arts Division hosts
inclusive community events each year, in celebration of LGBTQ
community members and their contributions to the arts to encourage
acceptance in the community; and,
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WHEREAS,
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resources exist in Farmington Hills to support LGBTQ community
members, including Alphabet Soup at the Farmington Community
Library, a group for LGBTQ+ teens and allies, that is focused on creating
a safe space for young people at the library.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that |, Theresa Rich, Mayor of the City of Farmington Hills,
on behalf of the City Council, do hereby proclaim June 2025 as LGBTQ Pride Month in
Farmington Hills, and encourage our community to eliminate prejudice wherever it exists and to
celebrate our great diversity by taking part in community events throughout June that focus on
and celebrate our LGBTQ neighbors.

Farmington Community Library Director Kelly Siegrist expressed gratitude to the City for recognizing
Pride Month and affirmed the library’s commitment to serving the entire community, including the
LGBTQ population. The library is proud to be a welcoming space for all.

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING THE FARMINGTON SOCCER CLUB U14 FURY

The following proclamation was read by Councilmember Bruce and accepted by Coach Chino Alp.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

PROCLAMATION
Recognizing the Farmington Soccer Club U14 Fury
Premier Division State Cup Champions 2025
June 9, 2025

the Farmington Soccer Club (FSC) was founded in 1976 by local soccer
enthusiasts and has since grown into a vibrant community organization
that has been represented by more than 1,500 teams that have played
in more than 14,000 matches; and,

FSC’s mission is to promote friendship, sportsmanship, and skill across
all levels of the sport; and,

the Farmington Soccer Club U14 Fury team has demonstrated
exceptional athletic ability, dedication and teamwork throughout their
season leading them to qualify for the Michigan State Youth Soccer
Association (MSYSA) state championship; and,

under the leadership of their coaches and with the support of their
families and community, the U14 Fury demonstrated their outstanding
performance by winning their game and being named Premier Division
State Cup Champions, after a remarkable 3-1 win in overtime; and,

this accomplishment reflects the talent and determination of each
player and the strength of the Farmington Soccer Club’s commitment to
youth development and excellence in athletics; and,

this victory brings esteem to the team, the Club and also to the greater
Farmington Hills community; and,
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WHEREAS, the City of Farmington Hills takes pride in recognizing young people who

exemplify good sportsmanship and community spirit.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that |, Theresa Rich, Mayor of the City of Farmington Hills,
on behalf of the City Council, do hereby congratulate the Farmington Soccer Club U14 Fury on
their championship win and encourage youth to take part in activities that will help them build
life skills, including teamwork, leadership and confidence.

Coach Alp thanked parents and the community for recognizing this remarkable group of young athletes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS FROM CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS
None

CORRESPONDENCE

Councilmember Boleware acknowledged receiving correspondence from Ted Hadfield of Wellington
Street and Lindsey Janak of Petersburg Street. The correspondences were forwarded to City Manager
Mekjian, who confirmed that staff had made contact with both residents.

Mayor Rich acknowledged receipt of a “Certificate in appreciation from Farmington-Farmington Hills
Neighborhood House to the city of Farmington Hills, with gratitude and deep appreciation for all your
generous support of the Farmington-Farmington Hills Neighborhood House and those who are in need
in our community.”

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION by Bruce support by Boleware, to approve the consent agenda items 15-26 and 29 as
read by Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

MOTION by Knol, support by Boleware, to approve the consent agenda items 27 and 28 as read
by Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: BRIDGES
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MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0-1.

MOTION by Aldred, support by Knol, to approve the consent agenda item 30 as read by Mayor
Pro Tem Dwyer.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: DWYER

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0-1.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
There were no consent agenda items for discussion.

COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Councilmember Bridges noted that T-Mobile was at Art on the Grand promoting their T-Mobile fiber
optic access via the SiFi network.

Mayor Rich highlighted the following:

e Walk the Hawk will be held at 7pm during the summer, on seconds Tuesdays including June 10, July
8, and August 12. These walks are open to the public for casual conversation regarding issues in the
City.

e Recent events included the Farmington Hills Campout, Art on the Grand, and the Senior Division’s
baking and sale of blueberry oatmeal cookies to support meals for seniors.

e Upcoming Events:

O Kickoff to Summer: Taking place at the Hawk this Thursday
O Elks Flag Day Ceremony: June 14 at 3 p.m., Elks Lodge on 10 Mile
O  Pride Event: Drag Queen Concert at 7 p.m. Saturday at The Hawk
e Special Meeting June 23 at The Hawk: “Next steps for the senior center.”

Mayor Rich spoke regarding the item on tonight’s agenda relative to adopting the 2025/2026 budget.
Per the City Charter, Council is required to adopt a budget at its first meeting in June. She acknowledged
the challenge of doing this given that many budget assumptions depend on federal and state budgets,
which are finalized later in the year. The budget being presented by Finance Director Skrobola this
evening had been thoroughly reviewed in previous Council work sessions, where there appeared to be
general consensus on most items.

Mayor Rich highlighted several initiatives in the proposed budget, including funding for four additional
full-time firefighter/paramedics to ensure 24/7 staffing at all five fire stations, and the City’s first
allocation for public art. However, there was disagreement among Councilmembers regarding the City’s
compliance with certain federal directives and executive orders, particularly those tied to funding for
senior services. The Mayor emphasized the importance of protecting funding that supports critical
programs like Meals on Wheels, which provided 114,000 meals last year, and stated she would not risk
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losing such funding.

Mayor Rich affirmed her personal and civic commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI), calling
it one of the city’s greatest strengths. She also expressed concern that maintaining a standalone DEI
department could put the City at financial risk under current federal requirements. Therefore, while
acknowledging that some Councilmembers thought eliminating the DEI department was premature,
Mayor Rich proposed passing the current budget with an amendment that would provide for a future
study session to revisit the issue if relevant federal directives were overturned. This would formalize the
intent to preserve space for further discussion on how the City’s inclusion-related programming is
administered.

CITY MANAGER UPDATE

e Approximately 80 third-grade students from Forest Elementary visited the 47th District Court for
their annual Snow White Mock Trial.

e Standard & Poor’s reaffirmed the City’s AAA bond rating with a stable outlook.

e Zoning Officials are addressing the storage of Tesla vehicles in the Hunters Square shopping center
parking lot; all vehicles should be removed by June 25.

e The City’s splash pad is closed until further notice due to underground piping and filtration system
issues. Repairs are in progress.

e The Road Commission for Oakland County will close Orchard Lake Road between 12 Mile and 13
Mile for sewer work ahead of the upcoming paving project. The closure is expected to last one
week, weather permitting. Local access will be maintained for businesses, though side streets will be
closed, with the official detour route being 12 Mile to Farmington Road to 13 Mile.

e City Manager Mekjian wished City Engineer Jimmy Cubera a happy birthday.

PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF THE 2025/2026 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AND
2025 PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATES. CMR 6-25-86

Finance Director Skrobola presented an overview of the proposed 2025-2026 fiscal year budget and
2025 property tax millage rates. He reported a 4.39% increase in taxable value over the previous year,
driven primarily by increases in residential, commercial, and industrial real property. The proposed total
millage rate is 16.4902, inclusive of all component millages, including the voter-approved road millage.

Director Skrobola reviewed how tax dollars are allocated among the various taxing entities, including the
City, school districts, and other entities such as the county, SMART, and cultural institutions.

General fund revenues are projected at approximately $83.25 million, with property taxes making up
50%, state revenue sharing 13%, and recreation fees 14%. Expenditures are projected at $87 million,
with major costs being Police 24%, general government 20%, and Special Services 18%. Inter-fund
transfers total $9.3 million and include allocations for capital improvements and retiree healthcare. The
general fund balance is projected to decline from $61.6 million to $53.6 million over two years due to
planned spending.

Capital improvement allocations total $49 million, a $10 million increase from the prior year. This
includes $33.8 million for local and major roads, $4.5 million for drainage and bridges, and increased
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spending on public facilities. The budget also includes funding for five new positions: four firefighters to
fully staff Station 4 and one senior HR analyst. A $100,000 allocation for public art has been included for
the first time.

Council guestions

In response to questions from Councilmember Bridges, Director Skrobola provided the following

information:

* Farmington Hills maintains a general fund balance slightly above 70%, compared to a typical 60-70%
range among benchmark communities such as Novi, Southfield, Livonia, Troy, and Royal Oak.

* The City’s AAA bond rating can be sustained with a general fund balance in the mid-30% range.

e Property values are projected to rise modestly at a rate of approximately 3% per year over the next
three years. However, market conditions suggest a possible softening in the housing sector.

e Arollback of the millage rate has not been considered feasible due to the ongoing annual drawdown
of approximately $4 million from fund balance. This drawdown is required to address structural
shortfalls, including deficits in the Special Services budget. There is also the need to come to a
decision regarding the future of the senior center.

e Pension liabilities are being addressed through an amortization plan provided by the City’s actuary.
The plan projects reaching 85% funded status within 7 to 10 years and 100% within 15 to 20 years,
assuming consistent 7% annual asset growth.

Councilmember Bridges stressed that, while residents have historically supported millages, the City must
be mindful of affordability concerns, particularly for senior residents and prospective homeowners.

Councilmember Knol asked whether there had been an increase in commercial appeals to the Board of
Review or Michigan Tax Tribunal and whether the City anticipated a decline in commercial property
values. Director Skrobola noted an uptick in appeals for commercial buildings, but the commercial tax
base growth has continued to grow at 3-4%. While a commercial downturn is possible, it would have
limited impact on revenue projections; a downturn in the residential market would be more
consequential. The state’s two-year sales cycle offers some buffering, but a shift to a one-year cycle—as
occurred during the Great Recession—could accelerate impacts.

Councilmember Knol asked for information regarding the City’s efforts to reduce the Special Services
deficit. Director Skrobola confirmed that the deficit has been reduced from $6.5 million in 2021 to a
projected $4 million in FY 2025-2026, due to changes in fees, marketing strategies, and program
adjustments following the 2023 consultant study. The projection includes annual County support of
$900,000 and assumes continued revenue growth.

Councilmember Aldred expressed appreciation to staff for providing the budget materials in advance
and noted the importance of reviewing the budget thoroughly in study sessions.

Public Hearing
Mayor Rich opened the public hearing.

Darryl Conliffe, resident, expressed concern regarding the apparent elimination of Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) initiatives. He urged the City not to abandon DEI, emphasizing its importance in shaping a
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welcoming environment and ensuring representation for all. He encouraged the City to find ways to
measure what might be lost with the removal of DEI efforts and not to allow regression under political
pressure.

Joshua Taylor, resident and disability advocate, objected to the discontinuation of DEI policies. He
stressed that supporting DEIl is not about political ideology but about upholding human dignity and equal
access. Mr. Taylor highlighted the city’s diversity and the importance of maintaining inclusive practices,
regardless of federal funding implications. He urged Council to reflect on the broader meaning of
supporting equity for all residents.

Sue Ross, resident, spoke in favor of continuing DEI programs, stating that they were developed over
time with collaboration between residents and officials. She noted that executive orders do not carry
the force of law and argued that any policy change should wait until it is legally necessary. Premature
action could weaken the City’s inclusive identity. She supported keeping DEI as part of the framework of
being a welcoming and equitable community.

Fergal Amayo, resident, urged Council not to dismantle the DEI office or absorb it into Human
Resources, arguing that DEI builds community loyalty and inclusion, while HR primarily exists to manage
risk. He believed DEI was essential to fostering a city where all residents feel valued, and warned against
following national trends that retreat from diversity work. DEI is foundational to attracting and retaining
talent and ensuring long-term community growth.

Angie Smith, resident, spoke of her lived reality of DEI, and of the role DEI plays in protecting
marginalized individuals. Putting DEI within HR would dilute its purpose. She criticized the recent
termination of the City’s DEI lead. She urged residents to vote in November for those candidates who
support DEI.

Erik Kitter, resident, also spoke in favor of DElI, citing his professional experience with diversity initiatives
at his workplace, where DEI has broadened recruiting efforts, brought more qualified candidates into
leadership, and ensured that more voices are heard at decision-making tables.

Mayor Rich closed the public hearing.

City Attorney Joppich outlined the legal procedure for adopting the FY 2025/2026 budget and 2025
property tax millage rates. He confirmed that the City Charter requires a vote on the budget at this
meeting. Council may consider the provided optional amendment to the motion adopting the
resolution.

Councilmember Aldred expressed appreciation for the public input offered this evening, and affirmed

his support for fairness in every respect. He also affirmed his support for the budget as written, making

the following points:

e Changes to DEl-related line items were made to preserve millions in federal funding.

e Fairness and equity can be achieved through existing departmental functions. Fairness in
employment practices is best administered by Human Resources, fairness in policing by law
enforcement, and accessibility by the City Clerk’s office.
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* Aseparate DEI office is not necessary for the City to meet its obligations and moral responsibilities.

Councilmember Aldred encouraged both staff and residents to speak out if injustices occur and called
for continuous feedback mechanisms within City operations.

MOTION by Aldred, support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
Budget Resolution 25-26 adopting the Fiscal Year 2025/26 City Budget and 2025 City Property
Tax Millage Rates, as presented.

Motion discussion

Councilmember Boleware opposed the elimination of the DEI director position and its associated
budget. She noted that funds would be reallocated to upgrade a Human Resources analyst position and
guestioned the justification for this shift. Boleware emphasized that Farmington Hills is the most diverse
city in Oakland County, with over 85,000 residents speaking more than 60 languages and diversity was
repeatedly identified as the community’s most valued characteristic during recent visioning sessions.

Councilmember Boleware made the following points:

e She recalled her involvement, alongside former Mayor Barnett and Councilmember Bridges, in
advocating for the DEl initiative to ensure inclusive community engagement and responsiveness to
the needs of all residents.

e  City staff demographics from 2021 showed significant disparities in racial and gender
representation, but progress had been made since the DEl initiative’s implementation.

 DEl does not equate to preferential treatment but aims to remove barriers and foster equitable
opportunity.

e Council members were not informed about the April 24, 2025, letter from the Secretary of
Transportation until the day of the budget meeting. Boleware objected to the City’s lack of
consultation with state and federal representatives before responding to the letter. The letter did
not define DEI or provide statutory support for concluding that DEl initiatives violate federal law.

e Boleware raised concerns about the City's interpretation of the threat to funding, noting that
Oakland County and other Michigan municipalities continue to maintain DEI offices without penalty.

e Boleware criticized the termination of the DEI director prior to an official Council vote.

e Folding DEl into Human Resources undermines its purpose, as HR focuses on compliance, while DEI
is designed to challenge institutional practices.

e Boleware acknowledged the seriousness of potentially losing federal funds but described the
current decision as rushed and lacking legal justification. She recommended renaming the initiative
rather than dismantling it, and stated she would vote no on the budget solely due to this issue.

Councilmember Knol expressed support for the proposed budget, citing the risk of losing federal funding
for road reconstruction programs as well as other losses, as the determining factor in her decision. She
emphasized that legal review had been conducted by labor attorneys and that city staff should not be
placed in a position where they could inadvertently violate federal requirements. Knol stated her strong
support for expanding diversity in city hiring through outreach, training of department heads and hiring
staff, and fostering an inclusive workplace environment. She maintained that Human Resources is the
appropriate department to lead such efforts, as HR staff is trained in employment law and is responsible
for recruitment, hiring, and training. Knol voiced confidence in the current HR Director to carry out these
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goals and thought that the proposed approach would both safeguard funding and support inclusive
workplace values.

Councilmember Bridges said there was no urgency to act on the Department of Transportation letter
and no imminent threat to federal funding. He reported that the City Attorney had stated in a memo
that the legality of the executive order was undetermined, and Councilmember Bridges believed that
Council should have waited for court rulings. He reflected on his 17 years on the Council, noting that
Farmington Hills had historically lacked diversity in its workforce and had only recently made progress.
He referenced past insensitivity to racial issues within the police department and the findings of a
consultant who identified cultural deficits in City Hall. He emphasized that DEl addresses systemic and
cultural issues, whereas HR is focused on compliance, hiring, and discipline. He objected to placing DEI
within HR and stated this move undermines its core purpose. While acknowledging the City’s strong
services and operations, he stated that for the first time in his tenure he would vote no on the budget
due to the decision to eliminate the DEI office and reassign its responsibilities.

Councilmember Bruce commended the proposed budget as an excellent one, highlighting in particular
the addition of four firefighters to ensure 24-hour coverage across all city fire stations. However, he also
felt discomfort with the process surrounding the DEI funding change. Drawing on his professional
experience as a neuropsychologist and his longstanding advocacy for individual with disabilities, Bruce
emphasized the importance of inclusion and equity initiatives. He also did not believe the federal memo
posed an immediate legal threat, although he understood the desire to avoid risking federal funds. He
guestioned whether moving DEl into Human Resources was appropriate. He also understood the budget
needed to be approved this evening.

Mayor Pro-Tem Dwyer supported the budget as presented and the City attorney’s legal interpretation.
Pointing to his career in law enforcement, he detailed his long-standing commitment to diversity, noting
that he led efforts to diversify both the Detroit and Farmington Hills police departments. Dwyer strongly
denied claims that Farmington Hills was not a welcoming or diverse community and expressed full
support for Human Resources’ leadership in continuing inclusive hiring and training practices. He
reiterated that the decision to adjust DEI operations was prudent given legal uncertainties. While this
could be revisited in the future after the effect of federal decisions are known, at this time he supported
the budget as written.

Mayor Rich affirmed the City’s commitment to diversity and accessibility. She described ways that
multiple departments, including Public Works, Economic Development, and Special Services, are taking
on additional responsibilities regarding accessibility and being welcoming for all. She emphasized the
importance of measurable outcomes across departments. Rich spoke to the legal concerns around
executive orders and grant compliance, including the requirement that City staff certify compliance
under penalty of perjury. She noted that similar compliance issues are emerging with agencies like HUD
and for election-related grants. She believed the restructuring was a legal necessity. Council will retain
oversight over the execution of the City’s values, working with the City Manager on issues that impact
everyone. She asked if there was a motion on the proposed amendment.

Councilmember Aldred called the question as stated.
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Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, KNOL, AND DWYER
Nays: BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, AND RICH
Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION FAILED 3-4.
Mayor Rich called a recess at 10:07pm, and reconvened the meeting at 10:17pm.

MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, to reconsider Item #7, PUBLIC HEARING AND
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF THE 2025/2026 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AND 2025 PROPERTY
TAX MILLAGE RATES. CMR 6-25-86.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

MOTION by Knol, support by Aldred, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
Budget Resolution 25-26 adopting the Fiscal Year 2025/26 City Budget and 2025 City Property Tax
Millage Rates, as presented.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event the Presidential Executive Orders and other directives
related to DE&I programs, policies, and initiatives and other items with potential budget impact
(like immigration enforcement) are ultimately found, with finality, to be unconstitutional or
otherwise unenforceable through the ultimate decision or decisions of the United States Supreme
Court, City Council will hold a Study Session meeting to revisit the City’s Human Resources budget
and employee development functionality and look at related budget amendments.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BRUCE, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, AND DWYER
Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 4-3.

PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT TO PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 2, 2021,
INCLUDING REVISED SITE PLAN 59-5-2022, LOCATED AT 27400 TWELVE MILE ROAD. CMR 6-25-87
Director of Planning and Community Development Kettler-Schmult introduced the proposed
amendment to Planned Unit Development (PUD) 2, 2021 and the accompanying Revised Site Plan 59-5-
2022. This plan, last reviewed and approved by Council on March 3, 2025, originally eliminated a second
access drive along Inkster Road. The applicant, Robertson Brothers Homes, now seeks to add one
additional unit in the space formerly designated for that eliminated drive, increasing the number of site-
built units from 75 to 76. The rest of the site plan remained unchanged.

Jack Flynn, Robertson Homes, was present on behalf of this request. He noted that the original change
eliminating the second access drive was driven by the high cost of relocating utility poles with ITC
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equipment. Tonight’s requested change was minor and would support community goals around
population retention, offering options to downsize, and providing additional tax revenue. The project
otherwise remains unchanged and is consistent with prior approvals.

Mayor Rich opened the public hearing. No members of the public had submitted cards for this item, and
Mayor Rich closed the public hearing and brought the matter back to Council.

MOTION by Bridges, support by Bruce, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
the application to amend PUD Plan 2, 2021, including Revised Site Plan 59-5-2022, both dated
March 14, 2025, as revised, submitted by Robertson Brothers Homes, subject to the following
conditions:

(1) All outstanding issues identified in Giffels Webster’s April 9, 2025, review shall be
addressed to the reasonable satisfaction of the City Planner;

(2) All outstanding issues identified in the City Engineer’s February 26, 2025, and April 10,
2025, interoffice correspondence shall be addressed to the reasonable satisfaction of the
City Engineer; and

(3) All outstanding issues identified in the Fire Marshal’s April 8, 2025, interoffice
correspondence shall be addressed to the reasonable satisfaction of the Fire Marshal.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Attorney prepare the appropriate PUD agreement
stipulating the final PUD approval conditions and authorizing the identified zoning deviations for
City Council consideration and final approval.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

CONSIDERATION OF ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCE C-4-2025 AMENDING THE FARMINGTON HILLS CODE
OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 8, “BUSINESS LICENSING,” ARTICLE II, “SMOKING LOUNGES,” DIVISION 3,
“OPERATION,” SECTION 8-63, “STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND SPECIAL PERMITS,” TO ALLOW THE
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN SMOKING LOUNGES; AND SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION.
City Clerk Lindahl introduced the second reading of Ordinance C-4-2025, which proposes an amendment
to the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8, Article Il on Smoking Lounges. The ordinance
would amend Division 3, Section 8-63 to permit the consumption of alcoholic beverages in smoking
lounges within the City. This item had previously been introduced at the May 12 meeting.

MOTION by Bruce, support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves the
ENACTMENT of Ordinance C-4-2025 to amend the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances at Chapter
8, “Business Licensing,” Article I, “Smoking Lounges,” Division 3, “Operation,” Section 8-63,
“Standards of Conduct and Special Permits,” to allow the consumption of alcoholic beverages in
smoking lounges; and summary for publication.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

NEW BUSINESS
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF REQUEST FROM AEA JR HOLDINGS LLC FOR A NEW CLASS C QUOTA
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LIQUOR LICENSE TO BE USED AT 28970 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD.

City Clerk Lindahl introduced a request from AEA JR Holdings LLC for a new Class C quota liquor license
to be used at 28970 Orchard Lake Road. The application had been reviewed by all appropriate city
departments, with no objections, contingent upon the applicant following the City’s re-occupancy
permit process. Andrew Ansara, Jr., the applicant, was present to answer questions.

In response to a question from Council, Mr. Ansara stated that if the license was approved, he would
sign the lease the following day and begin construction as soon as possible, pending state approval of
the license. He described the planned establishment as an upscale cigar lounge called 'The Chairman's
Club," which would prohibit cigarettes, hookahs, vapes, and patrons under 21. The lounge will feature
cigar lockers for rental, golf simulators, and a high-end atmosphere.

Mr. Ansara emphasized his extensive experience managing liquor licenses and restaurant businesses
across Michigan and Northwest Ohio, including Red Robin locations, Tabbouleh in Farmington Hills, and
previous ownership of Portofino in Wyandotte. He highlighted his personal investment in the
community, noting that he has lived in Farmington Hills for 23 years.

MOTION by Knol, support by Bruce, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts the
resolution for approval to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission for the request from Andrew
E. Ansara for a NEW Class C Liquor License to be used at 28970 Orchard Lake Road, to be issued
from the City’s quota licenses available.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS.
MOTION by Aldred, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby
confirms the Mayor’s recommendation to appoint the following individuals to various City
Boards and Commissions:

Economic Development Corporation

Length of Term: Term ending:
Swaminathan Subramanin 6 years February 1, 2031

Innovation, Energy & Environmental Sustainability Committee

Length of Term: Term ending:
Megan Kershaw 3 years February 1, 2028
Length of Term: Term ending:

Tracey Collins 3 years February 1, 2028
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Length of Term: Term ending:
Kotireddy Burla 3 years February 1, 2028

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING WATER SUPPLY RATES FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2025/2026. CMR 6-25-88

Senior Engineer Gushard presented the resolution to adopt new water supply rates for fiscal year
2025/2026. The proposed rate increase, previously reviewed at the May 12 study session, raises the
water rate from $52.60 to $56.35 per thousand cubic feet. This change represents an increase of
approximately $6.00 per quarter for customers billed at the minimum and $14.63 per quarter for the
average residential water customer.

Gushard highlighted the ongoing savings generated by the city’s water tower, which is projected to save
customers an estimated $3.3 million in the upcoming fiscal year and has saved a cumulative $29 million
since its construction.

Councilmember Knol pointed out that the rate adjustments are pass-through increases. These rates are
driven by the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) and Oakland County, from whom the City purchases
its water supply.

MOTION by Knol, support by Bridges, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts the
following resolution:

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
AMENDED WATER SUPPLY RATES

RESOLUTION R-114-25

WHEREAS, the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner (WRC) has performed a review of
the finances for the City of Farmington Hills water supply system including the cost to purchase water
from the Great Lakes Water Authority, the cost for WRC to operate and maintain the water supply system,
and reserve funds including a capital improvement reserve, an emergency maintenance reserve, and a
major maintenance reserve; and

WHEREAS, the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner has recommended that water
supply rates be established for the next fiscal year effective July 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the water consumption charge has increased $3.75 from $52.60 per Mcf to $56.35 per
Mcf; and

WHEREAS, the minimum quarterly charge has been established at $90.16 plus a meter
maintenance fee based upon an assigned use of 1.6 Mcf; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the rates of $56.35 per Mcf for water consumption, and
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$90.16 for a minimum quarterly charge for the City of Farmington Hills Water Supply System be
established effective July 1, 2025, for all users of the City of Farmington Hills Water Supply System.

YEAS: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NAYS: NONE

CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING SEWER RATES FOR FISCAL YEAR
2025/2026. CMR 6-25-89

Senior Engineer Gushard presented the proposed sewer rates for fiscal year 2025/2026, which had been
previously discussed at the May 12 study session. The resolution recommended an increase from $56.19
to $61.63 per 1,000 cubic feet of water used. This results in a quarterly increase of $8.71 for minimum
bill customers and $21.76 for flat-rate or sewer-only customers.

The increase is primarily driven by rising costs passed through from the Great Lakes Water Authority and
the Evergreen Farmington Sanitary Drain District, including infrastructure improvements and higher
costs for treatment chemicals.

MOTION by Bridges, support by Aldred, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts
the following resolution:

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
AMENDED SEWAGE DISPOSAL RATES

RESOLUTION R-115-25

WHEREAS, the County of Oakland, through its Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner,
under the Michigan Constitution of 1963, Article 7, § 28, and the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, on
September 27, 2018, entered into contract with the City of Farmington Hills for the construction,
operation, and maintenance of the Farmington Sewage Disposal System; and

WHEREAS, the City shall provide, by proper ordinance or resolution for the sewage disposal rate
to be charged to all premises within the City connected to the Farmington Sewage Disposal System; and

WHEREAS, the City of Farmington Hills was notified by the Oakland County Water Resources
Commissioner, that sewage disposal charges for the Evergreen-Farmington Sanitary Drain Drainage
District would increase effective for use on and after July 1, 2025 and the Gross Pollutant Surcharge and
the Industrial Waste Control (IWC) charges approved the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) would also
go into effect on July 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner (WRC) has performed a review of
the finances for the Farmington Hills Sewage Disposal System including the cost for disposal to the Great
Lakes Water Authority, the charges for operation and maintenance of the Evergreen — Farmington Sewage
Disposal System, the cost for WRC to operate and maintain the City’s sewage disposal system, and reserve
funds including an emergency reserve, capital improvement reserve, and a major maintenance reserve;
and
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WHEREAS, the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner, as operating agency for the City,
recommended that sewage disposal rates be established effective July 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the sewage disposal charge has increased $5.44 from $56.19 per Mcf to $61.63 per
Mcf; and

WHEREAS, the minimum quarterly charge has been established at $98.61 based upon an assigned
use of 1.6 Mcf; and

WHEREAS, the flat rate quarterly charge has been established at $246.52 for sewer users that do
not have a water meter based upon an assigned use of 4.0 Mcf; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the rates of $61.63 per Mcf for sewage disposal, $98.61
for a minimum quarterly charge and $246.52 for the flat rate quarterly charge for the Farmington Hills
Sewage Disposal System be established effective July 1, 2025 for all users of the Farmington Hills Sewage
Disposal System and the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) gross Pollutant Surcharge and the IWC
charges be established in accordance with the following until further notification from GLWA on the net
charges:

1. Pollutant Surcharge
A Pollutant Surcharge shall be levied against industrial and commercial customers contributing
sewage to the system with concentrations of pollutants exceeding the levels described as follows:

A 275 milligrams per liter (mg/1) of Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD).
B. 350 milligrams per liter (mg/1) of Total Suspended Solids (TSS).
C. 12 milligrams per liter (mg/l) of Phosphorus (P).
D. 100 milligrams per liter (mg/1) of Fats, Oils & Grease (FOG).
Total Charge Per
Amounts of Pollutant Surcharge Pound of Excess Pollutants
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) $0.409
Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 0.548
Phosphorus (P) 7.907
Fats, Oils & Grease (FOG) 0.131

It is assumed that normal domestic customers do not contribute sewage with concentrations of
pollutants exceeding the above levels, therefore, the Pollutant Surcharge will not apply to
domestic customers. Further, restaurants shall be exempt from Pollutant Surcharge per Federal
Court Order, "Second Interim Order," dated July 10, 1981.

2. Industrial Waste Control
Based on the size of the water meter, actual or assigned, each non-residential user of the system
shall pay a monthly Non-residential Surcharge in accordance with the following schedule:
Industrial Waste
Meter Size Control (I.W.C.) Charge
5/8" $3.89
3/4" 5.84
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1" 9.73
1-1/2" 21.40
2" 31.12
3" 56.41
4" 77.80
6" 116.70
8" 194.50
10" 272.30
12" 311.20
14" 389.00
16" 466.80
18" 544.60
YEAS: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NAYS: NONE

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF A COST PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT WITH THE ROAD
COMMISSION FOR OAKLAND COUNTY TO FUND THE RESURFACING OF ORCHARD LAKE ROAD FROM I-
696 TO 13 MILE ROAD. CMR 6-25-90

Director of Public Services Rushlow presented the resurfacing project for Orchard Lake Road from just
south of the I-696 bridge to 13 Mile Road, expected to begin construction in July. The total project cost
is approximately $4.5 million, with $3.5 million covered by federal funds. The remaining $1 million is to
be shared between the Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC) and the City of Farmington Hills.
By utilizing available tri-party funding, the City, the RCOC and the Oakland County General Government
all contribute one-third of the costs respectively. As a result, the City’s actual contribution/share utilizing
this funding mechanism is $159,803.

MOTION by Aldred, support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
entering into a cost participation agreement for Board Project No. 57541 with the Road
Commission of Oakland County to address the cost sharing responsibilities for the road
resurfacing project on Orchard Lake Road between I-696 and 13 Mile Road.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Manager and the City Clerk be authorized to execute the
contract on behalf of the City.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF ANNUAL BID WAIVERS AND AWARDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025/2026.

CMR 6-25-91
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby
authorizes the City Manager to issue purchase orders for budgeted products and services as listed
below for fiscal year 2025/2026:
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EST.
LAST BID | ANNUAL
VENDOR COMMODITY DEPT. JUSTIFICATION CONTRACT |[AMOUNT
3M Company Sign Shop Supplies DPW State of Michigan Current $50,000
Contract
Accruent Facility Maintenance All 0.E.M. vendor/ Bid Current $40,000
Systems Software OMNIA Partners
Adobe Authorized] PDF Imaging & forms All OMNIA Partners, State| Current $25,000
Resellers licensing of MI/REMC/NASPO
contracts (or less)
Amazon Miscellaneous Supplies & All OMNIA Partners Current |$150,000
Equipment
Autodesk AutoCAD & Fusion 360 |DPS & SS |OMNIA Partners, State| Current $16,000
Authorized Computer Aided Design of MI/REMC/NASPO
resellers licensing (or less) Cooperative
contracts
BS&A Equalizer, Tax, Permits, DPCD, Sole Source O.E.M. N/A $45,000
Cash receipting software | Finance | vendor/ Original bid
maintenance/updates
Cummins Sales &| Miscellaneous service, DPW 0.E.M. vendor N/A $40,000
Services repairs and parts
Dell & Hewlett Software licenses, All OMNIA Partners, State| Current $125,000
Packard Computer Equipment, of MI/REMC/NASPO
authorized printers, peripherals & (or less) Cooperative
resellers consulting contracts
DSS Corporation | Equature 911 Dispatch, | Police O.E.M. vendor Current $11,000
recording software and
Support
ESRI GIS licensing/ maintenance|  All State of Ml contract Current $18,000
and support
Eden Financial software All Sole Source O.E.M. N/A $92,000
Systems/Tyler maintenance/updates vendor/ Original bid
Technologies
Faster Solutions CCG Faster Fleet DPW 0.E.M. vendor Current $12,000
Maintenance Software
Global Solutions Laserfiche & Related All O.E.M. vendor Current $60,000
Software Document Expires
Management systems. 2028
Gordian Facilities Capital &Job All 0.E.M. vendor/ Bid Current $17,000
Company Costing Software OMNIA Partners
Grainger Mechanical, Industrial and| All State of Ml contract Current $100,000
Janitorial Supplies
Harrell’s & HD Fertilizer & Grounds Parks & OMNIA Partners Current $15,000
Supply Maintenance supplies Golf |Contract(Cooperative)
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Hart Intercivic Election supplies & City State & County Bid | Contract $35,000
equipment Clerk Contract
Home Depot | Maintenance & Hardware All OMNIA Partners Current $30,000
Supplies National Contract
Kiesler Police Training & Duty Police State of Michigan Current $40,000
Supply/Michigan Ammunition Contracts
Police Equipment
& Vance
Outdoors
Kone Elevators | Elevator Maintenance & All OMNIA Partners Current $25,000
Repair Contract
LiquidSprings Parts for Fire & EMS DPW 0O.E.M. vendor N/A $15,000
vehicles
MacQueen Parts for Fire & EMS DPW 0.E.M. vendor N/A $20,000
Emergency vehicles
Equipment
Microsoft Microsoft Software All OMNIA Partners, State| Current $250,000
authorized Licensing/ Maintenance & of MI/REMC/NASPO
resellers Support contracts (or less)
MobilEyes Fire Inspection Software Fire 0.E.M. vendor Current $12,000
Support
National Tuckpointing, Concrete All Oakland County G2G Current  |$100,000
Restoration Restoration and Repair Bid Contract
Oakland County | CLEMIS radio, electronic, | Police CLEMIS system Current |$250,000
radar, IT services & Police | Fire services including | Agreement
equipment installs installations
People Driven Virtual Desktop All Oakland County G2G | Current $150,000
Technology Infrastructure Equipment, Bid Contract
Security Software
Maintenance & Support
Printing Systems [Election Supplies & Ballots| City Oakland & State of Current $50,000
& Election Clerk Michigan County
Source Contract
Rosenbauer Parts for Fire & EMS DPW 0.E.M. vendor N/A $30,000
Soutth Dakota vehicles
LLC
TAPCO, Inc. Sign Shop Supplies DPW OMNIA Partners Current $20,000
Contract
TelNet Group Phone equipment, IT 0.E.M. vendor Current $25,000
software licensing
maintenance & support
Telus AVL Access Fees DPW Sole Source O.E.M. N/A $15,000
Communications vendor/ Original bid
Tire Hub Tires DPW State Bid Contract Current $60,000
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Vermont Recreation software Special | Sole Source O.E.M. N/A $40,000
Systems maintenance/updates |Services | vendor/ Original bid
VMware Network Virtualization IT G2G, OMNIA Partners,| Current $65,000
authorized software State of
resellers maintenance/updates & MI/REMC/NASPO
consulting contracts (or less)
Watch Guard In-Car Camera System Police Clemis/Oakland Current $50,000
County
Zoho Endpoint Security, Service IT 0.E.M vendor -Sole Current $25,000
Corporation Desk, Password Source
Management & Ticketing
applications
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE ASSISTANCE OF THE MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, ON BEHALF OF REQUESTS MADE BY HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATIONS, IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CANADA GOOSE PROGRAMS.
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts
the following resolution:

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
31555 W. 11 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Ml 48336-1165
(248) 871-2410

RESOLUTION R- 118-25

Regarding Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Canada Goose Nest/Egg Destruction Program
and/or Canada Goose Capture and Euthanize Program.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the Farmington Hills, Oakland County, Michigan has received complaints
of overpopulation of Canada geese inhabiting the grounds of various locations within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the Farmington Hills, Oakland County, Michigan has determined that the
DNR Canada Goose Nest/Egg Destruction Program and/or Capture/Euthanize program are effective

program(s) for the control of site-specific problems for our residents; and

WHEREAS, the residents clearly understand that any birds captured will be killed; and
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WHEREAS, the residents, lake associations, businesses, subdivisions, condo associations etc., must apply
for a DNR Permit for these program(s), on an annual basis, and must ensure that all lakefront residents,
tenants, employees of this site, have been informed that this program is taking place at their lake/site,
and understand if their site is located within more than one government unit, they are responsible to
receive resolutions from each township/city/village, and are responsible for adhering to the
requirements under their permit;

NOW, THEREFORE LET IS BE RESOLVED that the City Council of the Farmington Hills, Oakland County,
Michigan hereby formally requests the assistance of the Michigan DNR on behalf of the requests made
in the City of Farmington Hills by Any/all subdivision, condo associations, apartments, businesses, lake
associations, etc. as long as they abide by the DNR permit requirements, in the implementation of the
Canada Goose Nest/Egg Destruction Program and/or Capture/Kill Program, for a 5-year period from
2025 through 2029 and additionally, to advise the Department that there shall be no cost to the City of
Farmington Hills for these programs.

Motion by: BRUCE
Support by: BOLEWARE

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE
Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR ISKCON FARMINGTON HILLS ANNUAL

CHARIOT FESTIVAL OF KRISHNA TO BE HELD ON JUNE 22, 2025.
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
a Special Event Permit for ISKCON Farmington Hills to hold the Annual Chariot Festival of Krishna
on Sunday, June 22, 2025, from 11:00am to 4:00pm, subject to the following terms and
conditions:

= There will be thirteen (13) 10x10 tents onsite used for seating and for vendors selling
merchandise

= There will be a stage setup for live music and the applicant was advised about loud music
local ordinance

= The applicant is expecting 500-600 people to attend the event which will be open to the
public

= Both entrances will be open for emergency vehicles in case the need arises

= The vehicles will be caravaning from 36600 Grand River Avenue to Windemere
Apartments with the normal flow of traffic rather than the requested "parade" in the
application. No road closures or police assistance needed to facilitate the caravan

= No parking within 20’ of any tent. Further, the west drive shall remain clear from Grand
River to Lochdale for emergency vehicles

= Egress from the facility shall not be restricted
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Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:

DRAFT

Fire lane shall not be blocked or restricted
@ Temporary “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” signs shall be put up along Lochdale and
Independence Office Drive
Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents
Any electrical equipment is approved by the City Electrical Inspector
Proponent must contact Fire Prevention to schedule an inspection prior to beginning event
to schedule a site inspection
Event shall comply with the minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements
Signs shall not be placed in the right of way
ISKCON Farmington Hills has received permission from Middela LLC to use their two
parking lots for visitors

ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NONE
NONE

Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR FIRST AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL

CHURCH OF FARMINGTON HILLS 7TH ANNUAL FARMINGTON AREA JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION TO BE

HELD ON JUNE 21, 2025.

MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
a Special Event Permit for First African Methodist Episcopal Church of Farmington Hills to hold the
7th Annual Farmington Area Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday, June 21, 2025, from 10:00am
to 4:00pm at Nardin Park Church located at 29887 W. Eleven Mile Road, subject to the following
terms and conditions:

There will be a portable generator and an inflatable screen at the event and the applicant
has been advised of the noise ordinance
There is ample on-site parking for attendees of the event that is open to the public
Food trucks, bounce houses and 10x10 tents will be on the property, not obstructing
vehicular traffic
The location will be free of obstacles that would allow emergency police and fire response
Proponent shall contact the Fire Department to schedule food truck(s) inspection
There will be no parking within 20’ of any tent
Egress shall be maintained throughout the building
Fires lanes shall not be blocked or restricted
Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents and shall be at
least 20’ away
Food trucks shall operate according to NFPA and Fire Prevention Code standards, and
specifically:
@ Ensure that fuel tanks are filled to the capacity needed for uninterrupted
operation for the duration of the event.
@ All connections/piping shall be checked for leaks prior to operating.
@ Any cooking system which produces grease laden vapors shall be protected by
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Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:

DRAFT

listed fire extinguishing equipment.

@ Fire extinguishers shall be installed and maintained according to NFPA 10.
Bounce house shall be properly anchored according to manufacturers’ recommendation
to prevent movement during unexpected winds
All applicable permits shall be applied for through the Building Department
Proponent must contact Fire Prevention to schedule an inspection prior to beginning the
event
Event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements
Proponent shall apply for an electrical permit for Fairs/Festival safety inspection

ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NONE
NONE

Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR WARD CHURCH FESTIVAL OF INDIA TO

BE HELD ON JULY 12, 2025.

MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
a Special Event Permit for Ward Church to hold the Festival of India on Saturday, July 12, 2025,
from 9am to 5pm at Ward Church located at 27996 Halsted Road, subject to the following terms
and conditions:

The event will be open to the public and all parking will be on the property
There will be four 10 x 10 tents and one 40’ x 60’ rental tent on the property
Food trucks, music and lawn games will be available and noise ordinance was discussed
Emergency vehicles will have no issues entering onto the property if needed
There will be no parking within 20’ of any tent
a. Tents require NFPA 701 Flame Resistance label affixed to panels/canopy
Egress shall be maintained throughout the building
Fires lanes shall not be blocked or restricted
Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents/awnings and shall be at least
20’ away
Bounce house shall be properly anchored according to manufacturer’s recommendation
to prevent movement during unexpected winds
All applicable permits shall be applied for through the Building Department
Proponent must contact Fire Prevention to schedule an inspection prior to beginning the
event
Event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements
Generators:
@ Shall comply with all Building Department requirements
@ Shall be located in a manner to not expose attendees to carbon monoxide
o Shall be fully fueled prior to event; not refueling if generator is hot
@ Fuel cans shall not be stored on-site



City of Farmington Hills-City Council Regular Session

June 9, 2025
Page 27 of 32

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:

DRAFT

Proponent shall apply for an electrical permit for Fairs/Festival safety inspection

ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NONE
NONE

Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR FARMINGTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY

FOOD TRUCK TUESDAYS TO BE HELD ONCE A MONTH, JUNE THROUGH AUGUST 2025.

MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
a Special Event Permit for the Farmington Community Library to hold Food Truck Tuesdays on the
third Tuesday of every month from 5pm to 7pm beginning in June through August 2025 at the
Farmington Community Library located at 32737 W. 12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, subject to
the following terms and conditions:

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:

There will be parking on the property
The applicant is expecting approximately 200 participants
There will be one (1) 10x10 tent on site as well as a food truck
The applicant has not asked for assistance from the Police Department and
no issue with emergency vehicle access
There will be no parking within 20’ of any tent
Egress shall be maintained throughout the building
Fires lanes shall not be blocked or restricted
Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents and shall be at least 20’ away
Proponent shall contact the Fire Department to discuss the food truck inspection process
Food trucks shall operate according to NFPA and Fire Prevention Code standards, and
specifically: (Food Truck Safety Sheet provided for reference)
@ Ensure that fuel tanks are filled to the capacity needed for uninterrupted
operation for the duration of the event
@ All connections/piping shall be checked for leaks prior to operating
@ Any cooking system which produces grease laden vapors shall be protected by
listed fire extinguishing equipment
o Fire extinguishers shall be installed and maintained according to NFPA 10
All applicable permits shall be applied for through the Building Department
Event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements
Zoning office will review the temporary signage proposed

ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NONE
NONE

Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
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RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR CARES OF FARMINGTON HILLS AND
WESTSIDE ROR & CUSTOM CARS CRUISE-IN AND COMMUNITY NIGHT TO BE HELD WEDNESDAYS
THROUGH OCTOBER 2025.
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves
a Special Event Permit for CARES of Farmington Hills in collaboration with Westside Ror & Custom
Cars to hold Cruise-In and Community Night every Wednesday from 4pm to 8pm from now
through October 2025 at CARES of Farmington Hills located at 27835 Shiawassee Street, subject
to the following terms and conditions:

= The eventis open to the public and are expecting 150 people

= Two 10 x 10 tents will be on the applicant's property

= Live music with a DJ will be on site and applicant was advised on the local
noise ordinance

= There is no issue with egress and ingress for emergency vehicles

=  There will be no parking within 20’ of any tent

=  Egress shall be maintained throughout the building

=  Fires lanes shall not be blocked or restricted

= Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents/awnings and shall be at least
20’ away

= All applicable permits shall be applied for through the Building Department

= The proponent must contact Fire Prevention to schedule an inspection prior to beginning
the event

=  The event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention Code requirements

= Proponent must apply for an electrical permit for Fairs/Festivals safety inspection

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE UPDATED JOINT AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR USE OF
PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT DURING EMERGENCIES WITH SOUTHEASTERN OAKLAND COUNTY
PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION. CMR 6-25-92
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby
approves the Joint and Cooperative Agreement for use of personnel and equipment during
emergencies between the City of Farmington Hills and the Southeastern Oakland County Public
Works Association (SOCPWA) and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the appropriate

documents.
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
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Abstentions: NONE
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EVERGREEN-FARMINGTON
SANITARY DRAIN DRAINAGE DISTRICT WALNUT LAKE NO. 1 CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN ASSESSMENT
PAYMENT. CMR 6-25-93
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby
approves authorizing prepayment in full of its assessment under the Evergreen-Farmington
Sanitary Drain Drainage District Walnut Lake No. 1 Corrective Action Plan in the amount of
$3,960,600, as set forth in Roll No. 2-A.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

RECOMMENDED ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO DECERTIFY MULFORDTON STREET, FROM
GREENING STREET TO HIGHVIEW AVENUE. CMR 6-25-94

MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts the
following resolution:

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION R-126-25
DECERTIFICATION FROM CITY STREET SYSTEM
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

At a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Farmington Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, held at the
City of Farmington Hills on the 9" day of June, 2025, at 7:30 P.M., Eastern Standard Time.

Present: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Absent: NONE

The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Bruce and supported by Councilmember
Boleware.

WHEREAS the City of Farmington Hills does hereby wish to decertify/vacate a portion of Mulfordton
Street. This decertification/vacation of Mulfordton Street is located between Greening

Street and Highview Avenue for a total decertification/vacation length of 452.5 feet.

Adopted: Yeas:  ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
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Nays:  NONE
Absent: NONE

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF ADOPTING A RESOLUTION TO VACATE A WATER MAIN EASEMENT,
LOCATED AT 27055 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD. CMR 6-25-95

MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts the
following resolution:

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
EASEMENT VACATION
RESOLUTION NO. R-127-25

At a session of the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills, Oakland County, State of Michigan,
held in the City Hall on the 9*" day of June, 2025, at 7:30 o'clock P.M.

PRESENT: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
ABSENT: NONE

The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Bruce and supported by Councilmember Boleware:
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Farmington Hills did on the 9" day of June, 2025, determine that it is
advisable to vacate, discontinue or abolish the following easement, located in the City of Farmington Hills,

subject to the jurisdiction of the City of Farmington Hills:

Easement — Liber 5642, Page 1-2, as assigned in Assignment of Easements — Liber 21148, Page 337-
341

WHEREAS, the Council has met and heard any and all objections to such vacation, discontinuance or abolition
and having determined to proceed in accordance with the Farmington Hills City Code, Chapter 26, Article |,
Section 26.4.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That the above captioned easement is hereby vacated, discontinued or abolished.

2. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to file certified copies of this resolution with the Oakland County
Register of Deeds.

AYES: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NAYS: NONE
ABSTENTIONS: NONE

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY
CHARTER FOR A CAMP COORDINATOR. CMR 6-25-96
MOTION by Bruce, support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby
approves an employment request per Section 10.01A of the City Charter for Mathieu Champoux,
as a Camp Coordinator, who is related to an employee of the City, Yvonne Champoux, who
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works for Special Services.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2025.

MOTION by Knol support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves the City
Council study session minutes of May 12, 2025.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: BRIDGES

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0-1.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2025.

MOTION by Knol support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves the
regular session minutes of May 12, 2025.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: BRIDGES

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0-1.

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL BUDGET STUDY SESSION MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2025.

MOTION by Bruce support by Boleware, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves the
budget study session minutes of May 13, 2025.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: NONE

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
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RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL BUDGET STUDY SESSION MINUTES OF MAY 14, 2025.
MOTION by Aldred support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves the
budget study session minutes of May 14, 2025.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, AND RICH
Nays: NONE

Absent: NONE
Abstentions: DWYER

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0-1.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA
There were no additions to the agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Pee Gee, resident, provided information regarding the correct placement of campaign signs on streets
and roadways.

Robin White, resident, spoke of ongoing plumbing issues at one of the local restaurants.

Anita Wagoner, resident, urged Council to consult the Senior Advisory Council before the January 23rd
Costick Center special meeting at the Hawk. She emphasized the value of the Costick Center’s existing
amenities—such as the kitchen, gym, and pool—and recommended preserving and upgrading them
rather than eliminating them, noting their importance to the senior community and potential for
continued use.

Joshua Taylor, resident, thanked Counsel for reconsidering the budget and approving the amendment to
the budget approval.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
The City Attorney Report was included in the packets.

ADJOURNMENT
The regular session of City Council meeting adjourned at 10:54PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk
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MINUTES
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL
STUDY SESSION
THE HAWK — AUDITORIUM
29995 TWELVE MILE ROAD
JUNE 23, 2025 - 5:00PM

The study session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Rich at
5:00pm.

Councilmembers Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, Knol and Rich
Councilmembers Absent: None
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, City Clerk Lindahl, Directors Schnackel

and Skrobola, and City Attorney Joppich

PRESENTATION ON THE FARMINGTON HILLS ACTIVITY CENTER STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT BY THE SPORTS
FACILITIES COMPANIES

Mayor Rich welcomed attendees and introduced the evening's presentation on the Farmington Hills
Activity Center Strategic Assessment conducted by Sports Facilities Companies. No decisions would be
made during this session, as City Council does not vote during study sessions. The purpose was to
receive the report findings, discuss internally, and allow time for public comment.

City Manager Mekjian provided background on the strategic assessment, which is part of the Phase |l
evaluation of the Special Services Department by Sports Facilities Management Company. This phase
builds on the Phase | assessment and includes facilities review, strategic planning, and implementation
support. The goal is to provide City Council with a comprehensive financial analysis by June 30, 2025,
specifically focusing on potential Costick Center replacement options. Factors in the evaluation included
construction costs, operational expenses, staffing requirements, and capital improvement planning. City
Manager Mekjian stressed the importance of ensuring long-term viability and avoiding future
infrastructure deterioration due to underfunding. Tonight’s presentation represents part one of a two-
part financial overview, with part two to address the department’s $4 million annual deficit and unmet
capital improvement needs. The goal is to deliver part two by year end.

Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Evan Eleff, Sports Facilities Companies (SFC), provided an overview
of SFC, the process followed in the Farmington Hills study, financial performance projections, and key
considerations and next steps.

Background and Purpose

SFC’s assessment is one segment of a broader initiative with three main objectives: 1) maintaining
access to high-quality programs for residents, 2) enhancing Farmington Hills’ reputation as a desirable
place to live and recreate, and 3) improving fiscal responsibility by addressing the $4 million annual
operating deficit within the Special Services Division. The goal is to develop a financially viable long-term
strategy for maintaining and expanding senior services.
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The Costick Center, the current facility serving residents aged 50 and better, is approaching the end
of its operational viability. The Center faces serious challenges related to safety, utility, and
operating costs. Previous assessments indicated that keeping the facility operational would require
a minimum of $13.5 million in capital improvements in the near and mid-term, with further costs
expected over the next 3-5 years. Renovations would likely cause interruptions to service.

In any future scenario, whether renovation or replacement of the Costick Center, it is essential to
maintain uninterrupted access to senior services and facilities.

The findings and options presented tonight are not final and additional opportunities and feedback
could emerge following tonight’s meeting. No consensus or decision was expected at this session.

Community Engagement and Data Collection — 2024-2025

Mr. Eleff described the multi-pronged community engagement strategy used to gather input, including
public listening sessions, focus group interviews (both formal and informal), a dedicated project website
and survey, ongoing staff and commission feedback, and analysis of historical usage data from the last
four years (post-pandemic). Listening sessions occurred in December, February, and April. The project
website was live in February and March, and a feedback loop was maintained since February.

586 individuals responded to the engagement survey. The vast majority (98%) were from the 50 and
better age group. Over 25% of respondents were not current users of the Costick Center, a valuable
insight for planning future offerings. Despite this, only 2% indicated they would not use an activity
center at all, suggesting strong potential interest in expanded services.

Respondents identified their priorities for physical features and programming. The most requested

features included an indoor walking track, group exercise space, and indoor aquatics, followed

closely by multi-use courts suitable for both recreational and community events. Flexibility in facility
design was emphasized to support a wide range of activities.

Transportation needs were also considered. Only about 5% of respondents indicated they required

transportation to access the center, suggesting general accessibility by most users.

The survey also asked what would make respondents more likely to visit a senior-focused activity

center. Top responses included a greater variety of activities, affordability, proximity, and

opportunities for social interaction.

Beyond quantitative results, the team collected 272 qualitative comments from survey responses,

listening sessions, and verbatim entries. These comments were broken down into four categories:

1. Strong support for retaining the current Costick Center location and opposition to co-locating a
replacement facility at The Hawk, due to The Hawk’s busy nature and reduced sense of
dedicated senior space.

2. Desire for updated physical assets, including a pool, pickleball courts, indoor walking track,
group exercise rooms, and flexible gathering spaces with social amenities like a coffee bar. A
single-story layout was widely preferred.

3. Strong appreciation for the current staff at the Costick Center and the relationships formed with
participants; continuity in staffing was seen as vital.

4. Requests for extended hours, especially weekends and evenings, to accommodate working
adults in the 50+ population.

Additionally, there were concerns about affordability and a preference for fees lower than those at

The Hawk. Sensitivity to tax increases was mentioned frequently, along with requests for financial

clarity.
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Site Options Overview
Mr. Eleff introduced three possible sites for a future activity center: the current Costick Center site, The
Hawk, and a potential site at Oakland Community College (OCC). Each was evaluated based on proximity
to population, infrastructure, and operational considerations. Using a 10-minute drive time radius as a
baseline, demographic analyses were as follows:

a) Current Costick site: ~63,000 people, median income ~$74,000

b) The Hawk site: ~80,643 people, median income $87,046

c) OCC site: ~91,000 people, median income ~$93,000
These figures were derived from Esri (Environmental Systems Research Institute) demographic data and
helped determine accessibility and potential revenue generation opportunities at each site.

Each site was discussed relative to opportunities and challenges.

e While The Hawk offers potential for significant operational efficiency, residents strongly opposed co-
locating with The Hawk due to concerns about congestion, loss of a dedicated feel, and lack of
overall comfort and accessibility for the 50 and better demographic.

e Strengths of the current Costick site include its popularity with respondents, existing infrastructure,
and potential partnerships with Rose Senior Living. Challenges include building or retrofitting on-
site, which would also preclude possible land sale and associated tax revenue from new residential
development.

e The OCC Site offered the potential for a no-cost or low-cost land partnership with the College, and
included existing infrastructure such as parking, utilities, and a traffic signal. There was strong
potential to recreate the “dedicated space” feel desired by the senior population. Using this site
would also provide the opportunity to convert the current Costick site into taxable residential
development.

Recommended facility components, costs, and financial performance projections
Recommended facility components included:
1. A multifunction space (~11,000sf) to accommodate large gatherings, events, and recreational
programming such as pickleball.
2. Aquatics (~9,000sf): A 25-yard, six-lane aquatics center for fitness swimming, exercise classes,
swim lessons, and potential team practices. It would also include wet-dry program space.
3. Flex space (~14,000sf) for walking tracks, a commercial kitchen, administrative offices, and
private changing rooms in addition to traditional locker rooms.
Total construction cost estimates: $19.2M (low) to $23.5M (high)
e Land Cost assume to be minimal or zero
e Hard costs (building structure, sports equipment, furniture and fixtures)
e Soft costs (design and construction services, staffing and operations)
e A 10% contingency and a 9% inflation escalation were built into the estimates.
Financial performance projections were outlined in detail.
e Net operating income/(loss) was projected to be -$775,456 in year 1 to -$655,795 in year 5,
representing a cost recovery of 56% in year 1 to 68% in year 5.
e The balance of cost recovery would come from debt service, existing city millage — activities
center allocation, allocation of new city millage, and the capital improvement fund, with a 109%
(5401,373) cost recovery by year 5.
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e The goalis to achieve cost neutrality by year one through a combination of revenue, millage
funding, and capital reserves. By year three, the facility could fully fund its capital improvement
needs, contingent on the implementation of a dedicated millage.

Strategic Outlook and Broader Recommendations

Mr. Eleff emphasized that all three proposed sites have trade-offs that must be carefully evaluated. The
new facility — called Activity Center — would need to be used beyond 50 and Better programming,
functioning as a broader community activity center during non-senior hours. For instance, the pool
could be used for swim meets on evenings and weekends.

Strategies to reduce the broader $4 million special services financial gap include:
e Expanding and establishing new partnerships
¢ Implementing ongoing operational efficiencies
e Evaluating programs that run at a subsidy
e Finalizing a strategic plan by fall 2025
e Expanding the city’s parks millage to help fund long-term debt service and capital improvements

Proposed Parks Millage Structure
Mr. Eleff outlined the current and proposed parks millage impacts:
e The current parks millage is 0.4511, averaging $56 per household annually
e A new millage to fund the activity center would require 0.39 to 0.48 mills, or approximately $49
to $60 per household
e This doubled millage rate, plus additional allocations for parks and capital improvements, may
be necessary to support future services and infrastructure
e The goal of these proposals is to reduce reliance on the general fund and introduce a structured
funding model for facility upkeep, as well as support for ongoing and expanded services.

Council questions and discussion
In response to questions from Council, Mr. Eleff provided the following information:

e While the analysis just presented did not include the new Oakland County parks and recreation
millage, separate discussions and strategies related to that millage are ongoing.

e Millage funding was recommended over bonding due to concerns about increasing annual debt
service obligations and limiting financial flexibility within the City budget.

e SFC had worked very closely with the City’s finance officials. The fund balance — currently 60-
65% of general revenue, was not referenced in the proposal because the presentation was
focused specifically on the new activity center. Broader financial strategies involving the fund
balance would be addressed through the ongoing strategic planning process.

e Aquatic space construction is significantly more expensive than dry space, costing
approximately $S815 per square foot versus $300-350 per square foot for dry space.

e Having the same pool available for seniors during the day and for competition swims at night
and on weekends faced the challenge of pool temperature. Pool temperatures for competition
typically run around 78°F, while warm water recreation pools for seniors are usually kept at 86—
87°F. A compromise of 82 degrees was possible, but not optimum.

e The proposed pool design for the Activity Center reflects current demand and financial
limitations. The addition of a second, smaller warm water therapeutic pool—potentially funded
through partnerships with healthcare providers—could enhance service and help meet senior
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needs. Adding a therapeutic pool could be considered before the design phase if it was found to
be financially feasible.

The community survey was an open online survey, distributed via QR codes, the project
website, and email notifications. The survey was not sent to a defined sample; rather it was
promoted broadly through social media, flyers, and community events. SFC believes this
approach allows for greater community inclusion than traditional statistically valid surveys,
which face declining response rates.

The 10-minute drive time data for the three proposed sites encompassed all individuals within a
10-minute radius, regardless of municipal boundaries.

The travel time analysis was conducted during the 2022-2023 study. The most recent analysis
focused on land availability and cost.

No developer partnerships beyond Rose Senior Living had been explored, in terms of seeking
developers interested in adding senior housing to a new facility, in order to offset construction
cost. However, in SFC's experience, 85% of successful projects involve some form of public-
private partnership; this should be a priority moving forward.

Currently the YMCA is considered a service provider that competes for activities and programs.
However, there may be an opportunity in the future to form more of a programmatic
relationship with the Y, including a lifeguard relationship.

The cost estimate labeled as an “opinion of probable cost” was based on real-time, real-world
data from 31 facilities currently under development nationwide. The figure incorporates local
cost adjustments, contingencies, and inflation projections. The terminology is used because
final estimates require completed design documents, which have not yet been developed.
Regarding next steps, once a site is selected, environmental and geotechnical testing would be
performed. Following that, the design process would begin, leading to formal cost estimates
and development of a guaranteed maximum price. The phased process is designed to minimize
uncertainty and incorporate market volatility.

Regarding other funding sources such as anticipated congressional funding (54 million),
potential naming rights, and revenue from the possible sale of the Costick Center property,
were not yet factored into the formal analysis. However, the three different models for the
three different locations all landed within $50,000 of each other because of the variables
specific to each site.

Council comments

Councilmember Bridges stressed the importance of integrating affordability considerations from
the community engagement survey into financing strategies, to ensure seniors can continue to
afford to live in and access programs in Farmington Hills.

Councilmember Knol requested a list of subsidized programs along with their subsidy amounts.
She also raised concerns about balancing community needs with revenue opportunities for the
pool. She emphasized that seniors value the warmer water temperature of the existing Costick
Center pool, and expressed skepticism about a pool being used for both competition and senior
swim use.

Councilmember Knol asked about the potential partnership with Oakland Community College,
noting that OCC Farmington Hills was transitioning into a medical-focused campus that may
include a therapy pool. City Manager Mekjian confirmed that preliminary conversations with
OCC leadership had taken place, wherein OCC expressed strong interest in partnering with the
City, noting that the goals of the new Activities Center align well with their medical technology
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and physical therapy training programs. Other potential features of an OCC location included
outdoor walking paths and an art park.

e Councilmember Boleware was concerned that the methodology of the community survey was
not inclusive of everyone in the senior community. She also revisited the issue of available funds
through the Oakland County Parks millage and its potential application toward the activity
center project. This information should be included in financial planning and millage
deliberations. She asked if the City could explore using some of its own funding including in the
fund balance, reducing the need to double the parks millage.

e Councilmember Aldred asked about the maturity of discussions with OCC regarding integrated
educational programming. He also asked that travel times be analyzed from a Farmington Hills
resident-centric point of view, as opposed to a purely population-centric analysis that included
residents from other municipalities.

e Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer asked about the projected timetable following City Council approval of
one of the three potential sites, and how a millage request would be calculated.

e Mayor Rich reiterated that there is no intent to close the Costick Center before a new facility is
in place. Rumors about imminent closure are unfounded. She asked for a breakdown of how
many residents within the 10-minute drive radii for each proposed site are Farmington Hills
taxpayers, noting that local tax dollars should primarily benefit local residents. Mayor Rich also
requested more robust engagement with the YMCA, particularly since its therapy pool is widely
used and could address senior needs.

e Mayor Rich further raised the need for ADA and privacy accommodations in the new facility,
particularly for the pool and restrooms. While ADA compliance and features were included in
the cost assumptions, accommodating the needs of the senior community needed to go beyond
mere ADA compliance.

City Manager Mekjian addressed earlier questions about use of the City’s fund balance. He noted that
while using a portion of the fund balance to offset capital costs is on the table, Council should remain
focused on the full financial picture, including operational, staffing, and programming costs. He also
reminded Council that the City’s five-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) includes $219 million in
projects—ranging from public safety equipment to infrastructure—that must be factored into long-term
financial planning.

Finance Director Skrobola provided a detailed overview of the City’s projected general fund balance,
confirming an expected balance of 61% by the end of fiscal year 2026. Assuming continued drawdowns
between $4-4.5 million annually, the balance is projected to fall to approximately 38—-39% by 2028. This
remains within the acceptable range for maintaining the City’s AAA bond rating. While the Parks and
Recreation millage will expire after the 2028 tax year, a renewed millage will ideally appear on the ballot
in 2027 to allow time for a fallback option if needed.

Funding assumptions incorporated into the 2025-2026 budget included $900,000 in anticipated annual
support from the Oakland County Parks millage beginning in FY 2025-2026. If not for the $900,000
contribution, the projected general fund deficit would be closer to $5 million. The one-time $4 million
allocation from the County had not previously been included in the budget due to uncertainty over its
designated use, but was now confirmed to be flexible and available for capital needs such as the activity
center.
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City Manager Mekjian reiterated that the City is exploring a combination of funding sources including
cash from the fund balance, bonding, land sales, federal earmarks, and public-private partnerships. He
also confirmed ongoing discussions with both OCC and Rose Senior Living about site co-location and
emphasized that if the Costick Center property was sold, land value would depend on the density
allowed by City Council and the Planning Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Pat Hansen, Farmington Hills resident, objected to characterizing the new facility as a general “activity
center” rather than a dedicated 50+ center and urged the City to prioritize senior use. She asked
whether non-resident memberships were factored into financial planning. She was concerned that the
importance of transportation may be underestimated, noting SMART buses drop off seniors at the
Costick Center daily. She was skeptical about cost savings through shared staffing, stressing that serving
the senior population requires a distinct and dedicated approach. Noting there had been years of study
and community sessions, she urged the City to move forward with a decision.

Dan Fantore, Chair of the Farmington Area Commission on Aging, thanked Council for the presentation
and supported moving forward swiftly due to the deterioration of the existing facility, especially relative
to the pool and pickleball courts. He referenced listening sessions held by the Commission on Aging over
the past two years, the results of which had been presented to City Council.

Glen Rader, Farmington Hills resident, advised Council to base financial decisions on reliable, hard
numbers rather than speculative or aspirational funding sources. He cautioned against repeating past
financial missteps such as those associated with the Hawk.

Latika, Farmington Hills resident, questioned the representativeness of the community survey, noting
that many seniors are not online and may have been excluded from participation. She cautioned against
relying on private partnerships like Rose Senior Living, citing affordability issues at that facility for
seniors on fixed incomes. She acknowledged that the Costick center serves users beyond Farmington
Hills, and viewed this as an opportunity to model regional excellence. She supported intergenerational
programming but emphasized the importance of maintaining affordable, inclusive programs for senior
users.

Anita Stromberg, Farmington Hills resident, emphasized the importance of the pool. She expressed
appreciation that the Costick Center would not close until a replacement is ready. She urged Council to
move the project forward.

Cynthia Gottlieb, Farmington Hills resident, advocated for retaining a dedicated senior center. She
opposed co-location with the Hawk, citing accessibility and atmosphere concerns. Ms. Gottlieb stated
that seniors deserve a space of their own that reflects their needs and physical abilities. She pointed to
the broader community functions the Costick Center fulfills, including as a voting and cooling center. She
cautioned against forcing seniors to carry the burden of past fiscal decisions.

Ellen Silverberg, Farmington Hills resident, expressed concern about the limited capacity and frequent
shutdowns of the Costick pool, leading her to also join the Y and use that pool when the Costick pool is
closed. She had tried using the pool at The Hawk, but it was cold and crowded. She opposed small
replacement pools and advocated for a larger, more versatile aquatic center. She emphasized the
importance of women-only swim sessions for various religious communities and endorsed the OCC site
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due to proximity and better access during road construction periods. She noted that over time many
area pools had closed, making the Costick Center pool even more important.

Joshua Taylor, Farmington Hills resident, and representing Changing Spaces, advocated for expanded
accessibility features in the new facility, including powered height-adjustable adult changing tables,
patient lifts, and larger restrooms with space for companion care. He stressed the importance of
adaptive recreation programming and noted that improving accessibility could lead to better grant
opportunities and higher facility utilization. He recommended that both pool and non-pool areas be
equipped with enhanced accessibility options.

Pamela Santo, Farmington Hills resident, highlighted the social and health benefits provided by the
Costick Center, especially water aerobics. She described the strong sense of community among water
aerobics participants, with post-swim luncheons at local restaurants drawing 35-55 people. She
emphasized the broad regional use of the facility and encouraged Councilmembers to visit the center
and experience the community firsthand.

Homayoon Missaghi, Farmington Hills resident, was concerned about the reliability of the survey data,
noting that only 500 individuals responded out of a much larger senior population in Farmington Hills.
He stated that many seniors do not have internet access and therefore could not participate in an online
survey. He emphasized the importance of keeping the Costick Center open and affordable for senior
residents.

Jerry Ellis, Farmington Hills resident and former mayor, believed that any senior center should always be
called the Costick Center, in honor of former city manager and mayor William Costick, and the center
should be a dedicated senior facility. He emphasized four key features that must be retained: the pool,
gym, indoor walking track, and the Meals on Wheels program. Mr. Ellis suggested selling land in front of
the Costick Center to build senior condos and using that revenue, in addition to grants, to fund
improvements. He warned against overbuilding and urged the city to follow past successful models of
grant and self-funded projects, and not raise taxes.

Bob LaCosse, Farmington Hills resident, emphasized the importance of designing any new facility with
senior-specific needs in mind. He noted that parking accommodations and building access for those with
limited mobility were missing from the current presentation. He urged the Council to ensure sufficient
accessible parking spaces near entrances and to avoid standard office-style layouts for a facility intended
primarily for seniors.

Marilyn Leatham, Farmington Hills resident, was concerned about the accessibility of restroom facilities
at The Hawk, citing the location of handicapped restrooms at the rear of the building and the difficulty
of using low-seated toilets, especially for individuals recovering from surgery. She also questioned
whether the median income data presented in the assessment was specific to the senior population or
the general population.

Anita Wagoner, Farmington Hills resident, criticized the limited reference to previous citywide Parks and
Recreation surveys regarding the Costick Center. She did not believe the current assessment

represented the larger population. She argued that the Costick Center building still had usable value and
could be updated affordably. Ms. Wagoner proposed an alternative renovation plan that would preserve
current services while selectively replacing infrastructure, such as building a new pool and upgrading the
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kitchen. She also supported seeking partnerships with local institutions like OCC, Habitat for Humanity,
and Lawrence Tech in order to realize cost savings.

Darcy Scott, Farmington Hills resident, requested clarification regarding the proposed multifunction
room, questioning whether activities such as pickleball and banquets would occur in the same room.
She was also concerned about the lack of a deep end in the proposed six-lane lap pool, which would
impact existing deep water aerobics classes. Ms. Scott asked how the city would maintain services
during construction if the Costick Center site were selected for redevelopment.

Lori Daro, Farmington Hills resident, shared how the Costick Center transformed her retirement
experience by providing community, daily engagement, and access to social activities. She spoke against
the idea of using the new center for general recreational purposes, emphasizing the importance of
preserving the Center as a dedicated senior facility. Ms. Daro also expressed concern about the Costick
Center’s deteriorating conditions. She stressed the need for an easily navigable, one-story building. She
criticized the online survey for failing to reach most seniors. She suggested charging more for non-
resident use and praised the volunteer network that supports operations.

Paul Huyck, Farmington Hills resident, appreciated the detailed presentation. He emphasized the
importance of clearly understanding the statistics and financial projections when evaluating the project.

Angie Smith, Farmington Hills resident and school board member, echoed concerns about affordability
and the impact of rising taxes and fees on seniors. She supported preserving a separate senior center,
stressing the need for seniors to have their own space away from the bustle of younger families. Ms.
Smith warned against overburdening seniors financially and emphasized that they have earned the right
to access respectful, affordable services tailored to their needs.

Maureen Clinesmith, Farmington Hills resident and Costick Center volunteer, was concerned that the
proposed new activity center may not provide sufficient space to maintain the breadth of senior
programming currently offered. She requested a comparison of current versus proposed square footage.
She advocated for renovation rather than full replacement. She thought the inclusion of shared-use
scheduling conflicted with the desire for expanded senior programming on evenings and weekends.

Final Councilmember Comments
Councilmember Aldred thanked residents for their input. He emphasized that Council had heard
resident concerns, and he reaffirmed that the Costick Center would not close before a new facility is
ready. He supported moving forward with a clear plan, based on “why”, “what”, and “how”:
* Why: There is a continued need to serve residents 50 and better.
e What: While the Hawk is likely not suitable, remaining options such as the current site and OCC
warrant further consideration.
e How: While Councilmember Aldred had reservations about selling the green space on the
Costick Center property, he acknowledged that the goal was to fund the project without raising
taxes, using a millage only if necessary.

Councilmember Boleware supported expediting the decision; two years of discussion needed to be
brought to conclusion. While she appreciated The Hawk as an award winning facility that did many
things well, she was strongly opposed to locating the senior center at The Hawk, citing logistical and
accessibility issues. She emphasized financial responsibility, and was concerned about the impact of tax
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increases on fixed-income seniors. She advocated for pursuing creative partnerships and funding
alternatives. She supported reviewing the OCC option further.

Councilmember Knol expressed appreciation for the variety of public comments received tonight. She
pointed out that Council received feedback through multiple channels beyond the survey. She
emphasized the importance of a dedicated senior space in a single-story facility with adequate parking
and accessibility, and affirmed the primary purpose of the new center would be to serve seniors,
although limited rentals or community use — as with the current Costick Center — would continue. She
supported maintaining a lap pool and continuing existing programming. She believed that the City
should find ways to meet the needs of seniors within existing funding, and not through a millage
increase. She supported exploring cost-saving measures including grants and partnerships, and
restructuring current funds. She opposed placing the center at the Hawk. She shared a sense of urgency
in reaching a decision regarding moving forward.

Councilmember Bridges acknowledged anxiety among the senior population regarding this issue and
emphasized the need to come to a timely decision. He supported building a new facility nearer to 11
Mile Road on the current Costick site. He was confident in the City’s financial strength and its ability to
pursue financing strategies that do not raise taxes. He reiterated support for preserving senior services
and delivering a facility that residents can be proud of.

Councilmember Bruce supported construction of a new center at OCC or the existing Costick site, but
not at The Hawk. Final location should be determined by cost analysis. He recommended selecting a site
and design promptly so as to begin cost estimation and identifying funding sources. He did not support
raising taxes and did support creative solutions including partnerships, grants, and strategic fund use.

Mayor Pro Tem Dwyer thanked the residents who spoke this evening and emphasized Council support
for building a new senior center. He thanked former Mayor Ellis for his comments, and he also
supported the OCC or Costick site options, but not The Hawk.

Mayor Rich thanked the residents who spoke. She acknowledged the strong community passion and
advocacy relative to this issue. She pointed to Council consensus on the need for a senior-focused
facility, including core amenities such as a pool, indoor track, kitchen, gym, pickleball courts, and
support services. She affirmed The Hawk site was no longer under consideration due to lack of Council
support. She expressed interest in the OCC site based on accessibility and cost. She agreed that it was
important to make a decision in order to enable progress on design and funding. She stressed the
importance of fiscal responsibility, leveraging creative funding solutions and partnerships, including
ongoing advocacy for federal funding.

Mayor Rich directed staff to prioritize next steps for decision and development of a new senior center.

ADJOURNMENT
The Study Session meeting was adjourned at 7:23pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carly Lindahl, City Clerk
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