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OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

 
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 
 
DATE:  February 24, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Review of Liquor License Policy  
 
 
It has been requested that City Council consider reviewing the current Liquor License 
Policy, specifically when Council shall review new applications.   
 
The policy is provided, and staff is seeking feedback. Any recommended changes would 
be brought back to a regular meeting for consideration. 



C:\Users\clindahl.FHGOV\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\ZFBE7L7P\Liquor License Policy.doc 
 Page 1 

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 
LIQUOR LICENSE POLICY 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills has the authority to approve the 

issuance of new liquor licenses for consumption on the premises to certain parties; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills must endeavor to cause the 

greatest benefit to the community from the use of its approval powers in the 
matter of the issuance of such licenses; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council shall consider the following 
guidelines in connection with the approval of the remaining licenses for use in the City of 
Farmington Hills: 
 

1. Compatibility of proposed use with the surrounding land uses with attention to the 
effect the proposed location would have on the economic development of the 
area. 

2. Compatibility of proposed use with abutting roadways with attention to the traffic 
circulation and traffic impact on the surrounding area. 

3. The proximity of the proposed use to similar existing operations and 
establishments already serving alcohol will be taken in to consideration. 

4. The proximity of the proposed use to office service and commercial enterprises so 
as to accommodate the tenants and their employees shall be taken into 
consideration. 

5. Consideration shall be given to the proximity of the proposed use to residential, 
school and church districts with reference to the possible adverse effect such use 
may have on such districts. 

6. Consideration shall be given as to the effect in general the issuance of the license 
would have on the health, welfare and safety of the general public. 

7. Consideration will be given to the effect the proposed location would have in 
contributing to the economic stability or revitalization of areas within the City. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council shall consider the following guidelines in 
connection with the applicant for a license: 
 

1. The applicant’s general management experience and business reputation in 
connection with the operation of similar facilities. 

2. The applicant’s moral character with special consideration being given to any past 
criminal convictions for crimes involving moral turpitude, violence or alcoholic 
liquor violations by the applicant or those whom he intends to manage the 
proposed facility. 

3. The existence of adequate financial resources for the establishment and operation 
of the proposed licensed business in proportion to the type and size of the 
proposed business. 

4. If a corporation applies for the licenses, the word “applicant” used in this 
Resolution shall be considered to include the current corporate officers. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that prior to the hearing on all new applications for liquor 
licenses for consumption on the premises and transfers of location applications for such licenses, 
the applicant shall meet the following conditions within a stated period of time and submit to the 
City Council the following: 
 

1. That a preliminary site plan showing the location of the proposed building, the 
architectural design, building elevations and other pertinent physical features of 
the proposed building to be constructed on the premises be submitted to the City 
Clerk to be conveyed to the City’s Planning/Building and Fire Departments for 
recommendation. 

2. That the floor plans, seating arrangements, the interior design and the type of 
furniture and fixtures to be used in the proposed restaurant facilities be submitted 
to the City Clerk to be conveyed to the City’s Planning/Building and Fire 
Departments for recommendation. 

3. If the building is already constructed, then in addition to the above, the applicant 
shall furnish any proposed renovation to both the interior and exterior of the 
premises or any proposed building alterations, to meet and comply with all 
existing City Codes and Ordinances; with these plans to be submitted to the City 
Clerk and conveyed to the City’s Planning/Building and Fire Departments for 
recommendation. 

4. That the applicant’s experience, financial capability, history of experience as a 
licensee, proposed food service menus and other facts or proposals pertinent to 
the operation of the proposed facility be submitted to the City Clerk for 
conveyance to the Police Department for recommendation. 

5. A statement as to when applicant intends to commence construction or renovation 
of the proposed building or facility and when applicant expects to complete such 
construction and place such license into full operation. 

6. The applicant shall also furnish such other material, as it may deem pertinent to 
the consideration of the application by the Council. 

7. That the findings and recommendations of the Planning/Building, Fire and Police 
Departments are forwarded to the City Clerk and following which, all such 
findings and recommendations are placed on the City Council Agenda by the City 
Clerk and that approval of such licenses shall be contingent upon the application 
for and receipt of site plan approval, building permits, zoning changes and other 
necessary approvals by the City of Farmington Hills within six (6) months after 
the approval. 

8. That construction be started within six (6) months after the issuance of a license, 
unless specifically altered by the City Council, at which time the progress of the 
applicant in meeting all of the above stated conditions will be reported to the City 
Council. 

9. That no floor plan, building elevation, site plan, seating arrangement, kitchen 
layout or other pertinent facts, drawings or documents submitted to the City of 
Farmington Hills at the time of their approval may be changed, unless it is a 
reasonable improvement in design or service function of the facility, at such time 
the applicant seeks approval at any of the other administrative divisions of the 
City, nor upon final construction of buildings or alterations of them. 

10. That the failure of any applicant to meet any of the above conditions may be 
reasons, but not necessarily the only reasons, for the City Council to deny the 
annual renewal of any of the licenses issued and further that a review of any 
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license which has not been activated by the licensee will be conducted by the City 
Council and if satisfactory performance pursuant to the above conditions is not 
found, then the City Council reserves the right to withdraw its approval and deny 
the license at the time of review or at the time of annual renewal. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforesaid provisions are to be considered as only 
guidelines for the applicant and this City Council, and nothing in this Resolution shall be 
construed to prevent this City Council from deleting or adding to such guidelines in its 
discretion, and no applicant shall be considered to have acquired any vested interest in the 
issuance of a license by complying with any of the guidelines until the approval for the issuance 
of the license is given by this City Council. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all applications for a license shall be made to the City 
Council on forms which are to be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office and upon completion of 
the information required on such forms to be filed with the City Clerk. 
 
BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED, that any applicant who shall make any statement either orally or 
in writing to the City Council for the purpose of inducing this City Council to approve the 
issuance of a license, which statement is false or fraudulent, shall be deemed to have forfeited the 
right to such approval, and this City Council reserves the right to withdraw its approval or if a 
license has already been issued, to request the Michigan Liquor Control Commission to revoke 
such license or to request the Michigan Liquor Control Commission to deny the renewal of any 
license issued to such applicant.  Any material deviation made by the applicant without the 
consent of this City Council in connection with the proposed construction or renovation of the 
building and the restaurant facilities shall be deemed to constitute such false and fraudulent 
statement. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City Council shall conduct hearings on applications, if any 
are pending or available, three times each year, this being during the months of January, May 
and September at regularly scheduled Council meetings. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing in this Resolution should be construed as a 
representation by this City Council that the issuance of the remaining licenses will be approved, 
and this City Council further reserves the right to withhold hearings on any applications until at 
some future time to be designated by this City Council. 
 
 
Approved by Council this 12th day of December, 1994. 
 
 
 
       KATHRYN A. DORNAN 
       CITY CLERK 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 

     Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 

Reviewed by: 

 
 

 

Gary Mekjian, City Manager  

 
 

NOTE: Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 248-871-2410 at 

least two (2) business days prior to the meeting, wherein necessary arrangements/ accommodations 

will be made.   
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https://oaklandcountymi-energovpub.tylerhost.net/apps/selfservice#/home
















http://www.oakgov.com/water
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http://www.njstormwater.org/treatment.html
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 Absent: BARNETT, BOLEWARE AND BRUCE 

Abstentions: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0.   
 

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
ATTORNEY REPORT 
The attorney’s report was received. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION by Massey, support by Bruce, to adjourn the regular session City Council meeting at 
7:41pm.       
 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0.  

        Respectfully submitted,   

           
        Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 
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