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OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
 
DATE:  December 9, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:   Use of City Facilities Policy – City Hall Meeting Rooms  
 
Election law changes in recent years have required significant changes to the way that the 
City Clerk’s office has utilized City Hall. Given the space and after hours’ time that is required 
for the Clerk’s Office to prepare for and administer elections at City Hall, particularly in busy 
election years, I am requesting that City Council consider reviewing, and possibly revising, 
the Use of City Facilities Policy as it pertains to room rentals within City Hall. 
 
Perceptions in today’s elections environment: 

• The Council Chambers, City Hall corridors, the City Clerk’s Office, as well as other 
areas at City Hall may be utilized for significant election activities during about 160-
200 days per year (up to four elections and 40 days before and potentially weeks 
after each election).  City Hall is an official polling place for absent voter ballots 
during every election cycle, and it is also a place for voters to register 365 days a 
year.  

• Currently, the Council Chambers and City Hall meeting rooms are allowed to be used 
for meetings, events, and gatherings by political parties.  For individuals of one party 
visiting City Hall for election-related matters to see areas being used by opposing 
political parties, could lead to negative misperceptions of the City as being biased, or 
worse, in today’s elections environment. Visitors won’t know and might not assume 
that both parties are equally allowed to use the rooms. 

• The Clerk’s Office offers extended hours to voters for each election and if there is a 
political group using one of the rooms, I have attempted to adjust my hours for 
voters accordingly so that they are not in the building at the same time as the 
political group.   

• There are many legal deadlines when it comes to elections, and if I have to cancel or 
relocate a group so I can access a particular space, it may look unfair when other 
groups have not been asked to relocate or cancel their meeting/event.   
 

Security concerns: 

• While there have been no incidents of security breaches, many of the meetings and 
events occur after hours and are unmonitored.  With all the costly new audio, visual, 
and electronic upgrades to the Council Chambers and Community Room, there is 
concern about misuse and possible inadvertent damage to the programming, 
electronics, and/or physical equipment by the private groups trying to use this 
equipment. 
 



• During the election periods described above, there is also election equipment in 
many of these rooms, and election equipment is also stored year-round at City 
Hall.  This gets back to the perception that people could be tampering with the 
equipment. 
 

Enforcement of rules is challenging:  

• Some groups ignore rules by bringing in food and committing other 
violations.  Others challenge and ridicule City management and City Council when 
rules prohibiting food or religious activities are enforced.   
 

Other venues are now available: 

• When the City originally made its City Hall meeting rooms and Council Chambers 
available for the free use by various community groups and organizations, there were 
not many other available public facilities for such purposes.  Today, however, we 
have an extensive array of public facilities that are available to these groups, namely 
Fire Station No. 5 Multi-Purpose Room, Spicer House, and both libraries have no-
charge meeting rooms.  There are also numerous low-cost facilities that are available 
at The Hawk, Costick Center, John Grant, and other locations around town.  

 
Consideration: 

• I ask that Council consider amending the Use of City Facilities Policy, as it pertains to 
rooms rentals, to eliminate all outside groups from using rooms at City Hall. Usage 
would be restricted to City usage and official City Boards and Commissions. 

• Staff will work with those groups affected to find other locations that meet their 
needs.  

 
In addition to the above concerns about City Hall meeting rooms, both the Special Services 
Department and City Attorney have identified a number of other provisions in the Use of 
City Facilities Policy that could use some clarifications and updating, based on current 
circumstances. Some examples include the following: 

• The placement of different types of signs in and around City Hall and other facilities. 
The City never had an issue with this until the series of Council meetings earlier this 
year, when protesters at meetings found gray areas in the Policy’s current sign 
prohibition language. As Council knows, the Council Meeting Rules were amended to 
address this issue, but the Use of City Facilities Policies should also be adjusted to 
read consistently with those Meeting Rules. 

• Prior to the August Primary Election, circulators of petitions for the marijuana ballot 
proposal appeared at various City facilities to solicit signatures. The current Policy 
addressed most of these circumstances adequately, but there we noted and have 
discussed some circumstances that could be addressed with more clarity in the 
Policy, e.g., locations for petition circulators in parks during City-sponsored events. 

• It was noted recently that a part of the Policy regulations applicable to The Hawk do 
not mirror the provisions applicable to other similar City facilities. Although this is not 
a major issue, adjustments to this part of the Policy will avoid confusion and make 
the Policy read more consistently. 
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I. Purpose and Objective. 

The City of Farmington Hills’ facilities include community rooms, parks, parking lots, 
recreation areas, banquet facilities and other government buildings and facilities. The 
intent of this Policy is to establish uniform procedures for the use of City facilities, to 
provide sufficient forums for gathering and expression of speech, to identify the purposes 
of City facilities, to ensure the efficient uninterrupted administration of the City 
government and City facilities and their premises, and to ensure the enjoyment of City 
facilities by all users. To the extent that this Policy regulates First Amendment activity, it 
is not the intent of this Policy to allow uniformity of expressive conduct at all locations, or 
within all areas of a specific location. Any attempt to limit the use of a forum is not 
intended to silence speech or engage in prohibiting expressive conduct based upon its 
content. 

II. Definitions. As used in this Policy, the following terms are intended to have the following 
specified meanings: 

A. Facility Manager. The Facility Manager shall be the department responsible for 
processing applications and enforcing this Policy in relation to any City facility, as 
identified in Section VII of this Policy. The term shall include any specific 
individual(s), including but not limited to an on-site facility manager, designated 
by the department as the City’s or facility’s contact person for matters relating to 
the facility rental including but not limited to cancellations and special requests 
identified in this Policy as requiring the Facility Manager’s permission. 

B. Limited Public Forum. Any City facility, City-owned property, or portion thereof that 
is not within the definition of a Traditional Public Forum, but which has been 
expressly designated in this Policy as a Limited Public Forum for specific purposes 
identified in this Policy. It is the intent of this Policy that, where a portion of a 
facility or property is designated as a Limited Public Forum, that designation shall 
be narrowly-construed as applying only to the identified portion of the facility or 
property, and is not intended to transform the property as a whole or any other 
portion of the facility or its premises (e.g. common hallways, lobbies, and sidewalks 
and parking lots that are not part of the City’s general transportation network) into 
either a limited or Traditional Public Forum. 

C. Non-Public Forum. Any City facility, City-owned property, or portion thereof that is 
not within the definition of a Traditional Public Forum, and which has not expressly 
been designated in this Policy as a Limited Public Forum. It is the intent of this 
Policy that Non-Public Forums are not to be the site of any activity or use by non-
City individuals or entities for purposes unrelated to the purpose for which the 
facility or property exists. To the extent that this Policy and/or City Ordinances 
regulate First Amendment Activity in Non-Public Forums, such regulations are 
intended as reasonable regulations to promote the efficient and undisturbed use 
of the forum for its intended purpose. 
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D. User Representative. The person who is identified in a facility’s usage application, 
arranges the reservation of a facility, and/or who is otherwise the primary contact 
for a User. 

E. User. Any individual, group, organization or other entity that has arranged for the 
use of a City facility, whether through reservation, usage agreement, or other 
means, and regardless of whether the facility is a fee-based or non-fee-based 
facility. 

F. Traditional Public Forum. City parks (to the extent that they are open-air and not 
designated for specific uses such as sports fields and reservation-based picnic 
shelters), and public streets and public sidewalks that are part of the City’s general 
transportation network are recognized as Traditional Public Forums. These 
properties are open to a broad range of expressive purposes consistent with 
applicable state and federal law. To the extent that this Policy and/or City 
Ordinances regulate activities within Traditional Public Forums, such regulations 
are intended only to reasonably regulate the time, place, and manner of activities 
within the forums as permitted under relevant law. 

III. General Application Procedures and Disclosures and Reservation of Rights for all City 
Facilities. Unless otherwise stated in this Policy, these General Procedures shall apply to 
all City of Farmington Hills facilities. Where a procedure for a specific facility elsewhere in 
this Policy conflicts with or expands upon a General Procedure, the facility-specific 
procedure shall control. 

A. Application Required. No User may use a City facility without requesting and 
scheduling said facility through the appropriate Facility Manager for the facility as 
designated in Part VII, at least 24 hours in advance of the date of use, with a 
signed and completed application form delivered in person, by e-mail, online, or 
by fax. 

B. Discretion to Deny Application. The City, at its sole discretion, reserves the right 
to limit and/or deny requests for meetings, parties, or other events. In reviewing 
a request, the City shall consider factors including, but not limited to: (a) the 
applicant’s history of compliance with facility use policies; (b) the conformity of 
the application to this Policy and all other applicable policies, ordinances, laws, and 
regulations; (c) whether using the facility as proposed would threaten public 
health, safety, or welfare, based on factors including but not limited to the ability 
to manage crowds at the facility, expected public interest, need to maintain order 
due to expected protests at the event; (d) the consistency of the proposed use 
with the purposes for which the room is designed and intended, such as but not 
limited to the size, dimensions and existing furniture, fixtures and equipment in 
the room; (e) the availability of the room or facility; (e) whether the proposed use 
would conflict with the administration or needs of, or uses by, the City government; 
and (g) any other factor deemed relevant by the Facility Manager of the facility 
involved. 

C. Events of Minors. The City reserves the right to limit and/or deny requests for 
meetings, parties, or other events of minors. If an application is approved for such 
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an event, the application must be signed by a responsible party who is over 21 
years of age, and one chaperone over 21 years of age must be provided for every 
8 minors. 

D. Insurance. The City of Farmington Hills does not provide individual accident and 
health insurance for use of its facilities. Groups or individuals using facilities may 
be required to procure and maintain a General Liability insurance Policy, at its sole 
cost and expense, for any death or injuries to persons or loss or damage to 
property that may arise from or in connection with its use of the facility and the 
activities associated with it, to supply a certificate of such insurance to the City, 
and to name on such policy the City of Farmington Hills as an additional insured. 
Minimum acceptable limits of such insurance will be $1 million each occurrence 
and $1 million aggregate. The City of Farmington Hills must receive Policy 
verification including dates of coverage and financial limits for the event at least 
30 days prior to the first rental date. 

E. First Aid. No on-site medical treatment is available at City facilities. First aid is the 
direct responsibility of any User of City facilities. 

F. Gratuities. City facility personnel are not allowed to accept gratuities. 

G. Assignment/Transfer. No usage, usage agreement, permit, or facility reservation 
shall be assigned or transferred without the City’s consent. 

H. Right of Inspection and Control. The City reserves the right to inspect and control 
all events, private parties, meetings and receptions held on its premise. The User 
shall be responsible for paying the City the costs of replacement for any and all 
destroyed, damaged or missing facility property caused by User’s guests, 
independent contractors, User, User’s agent or any person on User’s behalf. The 
User is responsible to reimburse the City for all fees and costs incurred by the City 
should additional City staff be required to control the User’s event. 

I. Damage to Facility. Any damages to the building and/or grounds will be charged 
to the User or User Representative that signed the agreement. The User or User 
Representative is responsible for checking the room for damages and cleanup in a 
manner that is acceptable to the City. 

J. Personal Property. The City shall not be responsible and assumes no liability for 
lost or stolen equipment, personal property, merchandise, money, personal 
effects, and goods at a City facility. The safekeeping and protection from theft or 
damage of all equipment, personal property, merchandise, money, personal 
effects, and goods brought onto the premises of a City facility shall be solely the 
responsibility of the User of the facility and the owner of the personal money, 
effects and goods. The City will assume no liability for any equipment, personal 
property, merchandise, money, personal effects, and goods left in a City facility or 
for any damages to such items if they are moved, cleaned or stored by our 
employees in the performance of their duties. 
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K. Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement. The User Representative and the 
User they represent shall pay on behalf of, indemnify, and hold harmless the City 
of Farmington Hills, its elected and appointed officials employees, and volunteers 
and others working on behalf of the City of Farmington Hills, against any and all 
claims, demands, suits, or loss, including all costs connected therewith, and for 
any damages which may be asserted, claimed or recovered against or from the 
City of Farmington Hills, its elected and appointed officials, employees and 
volunteers and others working on behalf of the City of Farmington Hills, by reason 
of personal injury, including bodily injury or death and/or property damages, 
including loss of use thereof, which arises out of or is in any way connected or 
associated with the use of a City of Farmington Hills facility. Where a facility 
requires a written agreement, a hold harmless and indemnification provision that 
consists of language substantially similar to that of this paragraph shall be included 
in the signed agreement. 

L. Cancellation. The City of Farmington Hills reserves the right to accept, reject, or 
cancel any event, use, usage agreement, or reservation for any reason and in its 
sole discretion. If a facility is mistakenly scheduled for more than one event, use, 
or reservation of a City facility at the same time, the Facility Manager or their 
designated representative shall contact each party involved to identify the mistake 
and ascertain whether any party will voluntarily agree to reschedule, and if not 
then the Facility Manager shall, in their discretion, decide which party’s event, use, 
usage agreement, or reservation is cancelled. If an event, use, usage agreement, 
or reservation must be cancelled due to a scheduling mistake as described above 
or circumstances beyond the control of the City of Farmington Hills, including but 
not limited to weather, loss of utilities, civil unrest, or other uncontrollable 
happenstance, the event will be rescheduled at the earliest convenience of all 
parties. If a usage fee has been paid in connection with an event use, or 
reservation must be cancelled due to a scheduling mistake by the City as described 
above or cancellation by the City for any reason (other than circumstances beyond 
the City’s control) and the event, use, or reservation cannot be rescheduled for 
any reason, the City shall refund such usage fees to the User, which shall be the 
full extent of any obligation or liability of the City in connection with such 
cancellation. The City shall not be obligated, liable or responsible for payment of 
any amounts or damages for losses due, directly or indirectly, to a cancellation 
incurred by a User (other than a refund, if applicable), User Representative, any 
person, guest, vendor or contractor associated with the event, use, reservation, 
rental, or usage agreement, or any other third party. If a User or User’s 
Representative cancels an event or use, the City will not refund any fees, except 
as may be otherwise specifically allowed in this Policy. Where a facility requires a 
written usage agreement, a cancellation provision that consists of language 
substantially similar to that of this paragraph shall be included in the signed 
agreement. 

M. Policy Enforcement / Penalties. Failure to comply with this Policy may result in all 
or any of the following: forfeiture of some or all of the security deposit; 
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cancellation of the event, meeting or other use; immediate termination of the 
event, meeting or other use without notice or warning; immediate removal of 
individuals from the premises by City staff or the Farmington Hills Police 
Department without notice or warning; payment of the City the costs of 
replacement for any and all destroyed, damaged or missing City property caused 
by User’s guests, independent contractors, User, User’s Representative or any 
person on User’s behalf; rejection of any or all future requests to use the City’s 
facilities; criminal prosecution for any violations of law or ordinance; and any other 
civil remedies to which the City may be entitled by law or in equity. 

N. City Sponsored Events. The City and City sponsored uses and events are 
specifically excluded from compliance with this Policy. 

O. Fees. The Facility Manager, in coordination with the City Manager or City Manager’s 
designee, is authorized to establish usage fees and other fees relating to the use 
of City facilities for which this Policy contemplates a fee. 

P. Exceptions to Policy. The City Council may allow exceptions to this Policy to 
accommodate and enable events of regional, state-wide or national significance to 
be held at City facilities, such as but not limited to, visits by the President of the 
United States or Michigan Governor, or candidates for such positions. 

IV. General Regulations for All City Facilities. Unless otherwise stated in this Policy, these 
General Regulations shall apply to all City Facilities. Where a regulation for a specific 
facility elsewhere in this Policy conflicts with or expands upon a General Regulation, the 
facility-specific procedure shall control. 

A. Compliance with Laws and Policies. All persons using the City of Farmington Hills’ 
facilities shall observe and comply with the regulations of this Policy, all applicable 
ordinances, rules, and regulations of the City of Farmington Hills, and all federal 
and state laws. 

B. Prohibited Uses. City facilities and equipment shall not be used for: a) activities 
which are in conflict with City policies, rules or ordinances, state or federal laws; 
b) activities which are discriminatory in the legal sense; c) illegal gambling; d) the 
primary purpose of petition signature gathering except as allowed by Section V of 
this Policy; e) political campaign events or fundraisers except in reserved rooms of 
the Costick Center, Grant Center, Longacre House, or Ice Arena as provided by 
Section V of this Policy; or f) religious services or regular worship activities except 
in reserved rooms of the Costick Center, Grant Center, or Longacre House as 
provided by Section VI of this Policy. 

C. Notice/Control of Renter’s Invitees. The User Representative is responsible for 
insuring that all policies, rules and regulations are strictly adhered to by all persons 
participating in the activity for which they are the User Representative. 

D. Non-Interference with Facility. No User’s activities shall interfere with the 
administration of the City of Farmington Hills, the primary purpose of the facility 
being used, or the enjoyment of the facility by other users of the facility. 
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E. Room Capacities. Room capacities must be adhered to. User and User’s invitees 
may not overflow into the hallways and/or disturb City staff, City business, other 
activities or events at the facility. 

F. Maintenance and Clean-Up. Routine maintenance will be done by City staff. 
However, trash pickup and other cleanup duties are to be performed by the User, 
and it is expected that the User will clear and clean any areas of the facility used 
by the User or the User’s invitees. Furniture, fixtures and equipment may not be 
moved from room to room or removed from the building without permission. At 
the conclusion of a User’s use, the room must be returned to and left in the 
condition in which it was found. Any decorations used must be removed and 
disposed of properly, immediately following the function. 

G. Prohibited Items. No sparkle, glitter, confetti, etc. is permitted. Tape, pins, nails, 
staples and adhesives are not allowed on the walls, tables, chairs, etc. Except for 
lighters and cake candles (for birthdays, anniversaries, etc.) or unless otherwise 
provided in a facility-specific policy, candles or other sources of flame and fire are 
not allowed in City facilities. 

H. Control of Children. All children in attendance must remain in the reserved room(s). 
Children are not allowed to roam unsupervised in other areas of a City building, 
such as hallways, rooms or lounges. 

I. Alcoholic Beverages. With the exception of the Costick Center, Longacre House 
and the Hawk, no alcoholic beverages are allowed in or at City facilities unless the 
User has obtained written permission from the City Manager or Facility Manager 
and obtained proper licensing from the State of Michigan for the service of 
alcoholic beverages. 

J. Paper Goods. Paper goods are the responsibility of the User and are not provided 
by the City of Farmington Hills. 

K. Equipment. Equipment provided to or used by the User must be utilized for its 
intended purpose. 

L. Non-Smoking Policy. City facilities are smoke-free and vape-free facilities; guests 
may only smoke and vape in designated outside areas where ash containers are 
provided. Smoking and vaping includes tobacco and non-tobacco products or 
substances including, but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, non-cigarette smoking 
tobacco, smokeless tobacco, herbal or clover cigarettes, e-cigarettes, electronic 
and herbal hookah, steam stones and smoking gels. Smoking marijuana is not 
permitted in or at City facilities. 

M. Animals. No animals or pets are allowed in or at City facilities except the following: 
(a) police dogs; (b) service animals, as defined by Title II and Title III of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, subject to applicable City Code requirements unless 
excepted from such requirements by law; (c) other animals that have been allowed 
as part of an approved or City sponsored program or event; (d) dogs in the City’s 
dog park, subject to compliance with all established rules and regulations 
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applicable to the dog park; and (e) dogs in Founders Sports Park and Pioneer Park, 
provided they are on a leash and maintained in compliance with all applicable 
ordinances and park rules. 

N. Signs. The City does not allow the placement of any sign (for example political 
signs, event signs, etc.) in or on the grounds of City facilities. Special permission 
may be granted by the City Manager or Facility Manager for signs relating to events 
at the facility. The City reserves the right to request and require the User to provide 
a copy of promotional materials (including social networks) and/or invitations that 
User creates for the event/meeting. 

O. Food and Beverage Sales. Food and beverage sales within or at a public facility 
are prohibited, unless authorized to do so by the Facility Manager or this Policy. 

P. Merchandise Sales. The sale of any merchandise or goods within or at a public 
facility is prohibited, unless authorized by the Facility Manager or this Policy. 

Q. Reservation of City’s Rights. The City reserves the right to act in the best interest 
of the City on matters not specifically covered in these rules. 

V. Political and Fundraising Activities in City-Owned Buildings and on City-Owned Properties. 

A. General Policy. Except as and where specifically allowed under this Policy, City 
facilities shall not be used for political activities, events, fundraisers or assemblies. 
Where specified political activities, events, fundraisers, or assemblies are 
permitted, they must be open to the public subject to occupancy limits and security 
concerns. 

B. Political Campaign Events and Fundraisers. Political campaign events and 
fundraisers advocating a political candidate, ballot proposal, or other political cause 
may occur only in the fee-based rooms of the Costick Center, Grant Center, 
Longacre House, and Ice Arena. In these facilities, the activity must be confined 
to the reserved room, and be carried out consistent with all other applicable 
provisions of this Policy. 

C. Campaign Finance Law. No City facility shall be used in a manner that would cause 
the City to be in violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, Act 388 of 1976, 
as amended, or any other applicable state or federal law. 

D. Government Officials in their Official Capacities. This Policy shall not be construed 
to limit the ability of elected or appointed government officials from using either 
fee-based or non-fee based facilities in furtherance of performing the public duties 
associated with their office. 

E. After-Hours Meetings with Government Officials. It is recognized that, from time 
to time, elected or appointed officials desire opportunities to schedule after-hours 
meetings with citizens on their personal time that are not required as part of their 
public duties (e.g. office hours, coffee socials, town hall meetings). For purposes 
of this Policy, such meetings shall be considered to be in furtherance of the public 
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duties associated with the officials’ office, provided that they are open to all, and 
do not include campaigning or fundraising. City facilities designated in Section VII 
as Limited Public Forums for specified political activities may be used by elected 
and appointed officials for such meetings with citizens subject to the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act and all other applicable law, and subject to all rules, 
regulations, and fees in the same manner as any other applicant. No such event 
shall occur that requires the expenditure of public funds or the provision of in-kind 
services by the City (e.g. coffee service, refreshments, photocopies, labor costs) 
that could be construed as making a public expenditure or providing a contribution 
of volunteer public services in violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act. In 
no case shall such an event be held in such a manner as to constitute a violation 
of the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 

F. Signature Gathering. No portion of a City facility (including but not limited to 
meeting rooms, hallways, corridors, and internal sidewalks, parking lots, and 
drives) other than a Traditional Public Forum shall be used by any person or group 
having the primary purpose of soliciting signatures for candidate nominating 
petitions, ballot proposal petitions, or similar documents. This Policy, however, is 
not intended to prohibit an invitee of a User of a room from incidentally asking 
other invitees attending the same event within the same room to sign a petition. 

G. Political Fundraisers. Except for the reserved rooms of the Costick Center, Grant 
Center, Longacre House and Ice Arena, City facilities shall not be used for the 
primary purpose of conducting a political fundraising event for any candidate, 
ballot question, political party or campaign committee. This Policy, however, is not 
intended to prohibit invitees of a User from incidentally asking other invitees 
attending the same event in the same room to support a fundraising effort of an 
individual attendee or the User of the room (e.g. selling tickets for some future 
event; circulating a fundraising brochure; selling products such as cookies; or 
holding a 50/50, door prize or similar raffle solely among attendees of the event), 
or to engage in activities within the scope of the meeting for which the room was 
reserved related to the administration of an off-site fundraiser (e.g. collecting 
monies owed from an off-site fundraiser, distributing fundraiser materials such as 
brochures or raffle tickets; replenishing supplies for a product-based fundraiser; 
distributing goods ordered through a prior fundraiser). 

VI. Religious or Faith-Based Uses of City Facilities.  

A. Religious Services / Regular Worship. In recognition of the City’s interest in 
complying with the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, no City facility other than rooms at the Costick Activities Center, Jon 
Grant Community Center, and Longacre House shall be used for the purpose of 
conducting religious services or made available as a venue for the regularly-
scheduled worship activities of any religious organization. Where facilities are 
allowed to be used for religious services, they shall be made available on a first-
come, first-served basis, subject to all applicable usage regulations in the same 
manner as any other user of the facility. 
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B. Faith-Based Groups and Incidental Faith-Based Activities. For City facilities that 
have not been opened for religious services, the limitation shall be narrowly 
construed so as not to prohibit the use of a Traditional or Limited Public Forum by 
an applicant because the applicant is faith-based, offers a religious perspective on 
matters relevant to subjects for which the forum has been opened, and/or engages 
in faith-based activity (including but not limited to prayer, singing, and reciting 
religious texts) that is incidental to a permissible use of the forum and does not 
amount to conducting a religious service. For purposes of this Policy, weddings or 
other ceremonies and events that could be carried out in a purely secular manner, 
but which the room User chooses to have conducted by a minister of any religion 
shall be considered an event with an incidental faith-based component as opposed 
to a religious service or worship event. 

VII. Facility-Specific Regulations. The following facility-specific regulations are intended to be 
supplemental and additional to the General Application Procedures and Disclosures and 
General Regulations for All Facilities, except where a facility-specific regulation conflicts 
with a general procedure or regulation, in which case the facility-specific regulation shall 
control. 

A. No-Fee Rental Facilities.  

1. City Hall Meeting Rooms (Excluding Council Chambers).  

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. City Hall meeting rooms 
are open as a Limited Public Forum without charge to civic, 
community, and non-profit organizations, solely for the purpose of 
providing meeting space for routine meetings attended by an 
organization’s membership and members of the public interested in 
the organization and/or items on the meeting agenda, subject to 
the requirements and restrictions in this Subsection VII.A.1. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the City Manager’s 
office. 

c. Priority. Priority for use of the City Hall Meeting Rooms shall be 
given to the City government (including its officers, administrators, 
and employees acting in their official capacities), public bodies that 
use the Council Chambers for their meetings, and meetings of 
organizations or pertaining to events that are City-sponsored. All 
other users shall be considered non-priority users. No proposed use 
of a City Hall Meeting Room by non-priority users shall be scheduled 
so as to conflict with these priority uses. If a public body requires 
use of a City Hall Meeting Room for a meeting or other purpose not 
anticipated at the time that the use of the City Hall Meeting Room 
was approved for an non-priority user (e.g. for a special meeting of 
the City Council or other public body), the City reserves the right to 
cancel the non-priority user’s reservation of the City Hall Meeting 
Room and may relocate the non-priority user’s event to an alternate 
room at a City facility if available. In this circumstance, if the only 
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available suitable alternate location is a fee-based facility, the usage 
fee shall be waived administratively. 

d. Availability. City Hall meeting rooms shall not be made available to 
non-priority users during normal City Hall business hours, on 
Fridays, or on weekends, unless the meeting for which the room is 
proposed to be used is City-sponsored; provided, however, that 
after-hours meetings with government officials under Section V.E. 
are permitted on Saturdays between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

e. Open to Public. All meetings occurring within City Hall shall be open 
to the public. 

f. Political Uses. Political party organizations and similar political or 
Policy-oriented organizations may reserve City Hall meeting rooms 
solely for meetings in the same manner as any other civic or 
community organization, subject to Section V and all other 
applicable rules and regulations of this Policy. 

g. Prohibited Uses. City Hall meeting rooms are not to be used for 
private parties or events (e.g. birthday parties, showers, etc.), 
meetings or events of for-profit business entities, fundraisers of any 
kind, campaign events, special events that are intended to draw 
public attendance larger than a routine organizational meeting, 
religious worship or services as defined in Section VI of this Policy, 
or any other purpose not expressly authorized by this Policy. 

h. Food and Beverage. No food or beverages may be served in City 
Hall Meeting Rooms without the authorization of the Facility 
Manager. 

2. City Hall Council Chambers.  

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. The Council Chambers are 
open as a Limited Public Forum without charge to civic, community, 
and non-profit organizations for the same purposes as City Hall 
Meeting Rooms and for political meetings and assemblies, including 
meet the candidate days, debates, public policy forums and similar 
public events, subject to the requirements and restrictions in this 
Subsection VII.2. 

b. Facility Manager: Applications shall be made to the City Manager’s 
office. 

c. Priority. Priority for use of the City Council Chambers shall be given 
to the City government (including officials, administrators, and 
employees acting in their official capacities), public bodies that use 
the Council Chambers for their meetings, City-sponsored 
assemblies, and assemblies co-sponsored by the City. All other 
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users shall be considered non-priority users. No proposed use of 
the Council Chambers by non-priority users shall be scheduled so 
as to conflict with these priority uses. If a public body requires use 
of the City Council Chambers for a meeting or other purpose not 
anticipated at the time that the use of the Council Chambers was 
approved for a non-priority user (e.g. for a special meeting of the 
City Council or other public body), the City reserves the right to 
cancel the non-priority user’s reservation of the Council Chambers 
and may relocate the non-priority user’s event to an alternate City 
facility if available. In this circumstance, if the only available suitable 
alternate location is a fee-based facility, the usage fee shall be 
waived administratively. 

d. Availability. City Council Chambers shall not be made available to 
non-priority users during normal City Hall business hours or on 
weekends unless the meeting or event for which the room is 
proposed to be used is City-sponsored; provided, however, that 
after-hours meetings with government officials under Section V.E. 
are permitted on Saturdays between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Where a proposed meeting or event can be accommodated within 
a City Hall meeting room other than the City Council Chambers, the 
Facility Manager reserves the right to redirect the proposed use to 
an alternate meeting room. 

e. Open to Public. All assemblies for which City Council Chambers is 
used shall be open to all members of the public. 

f. Political Uses. Political party organizations and similar political or 
policy-oriented organizations may reserve City Council Chambers 
for meetings or assemblies (but not campaign events or 
fundraisers) in the same manner as any other civic or community 
organization, subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and 
regulations of this Policy. 

g. Prohibited Uses. City Council Chambers are not to be used for 
private parties or events (e.g. birthday parties, showers, etc.), 
meetings or events of for-profit business entities, fundraisers of any 
kind, campaign events, religious worship or services as defined in 
Section VI of this Policy, or any other purpose not expressly 
authorized by this Policy. 

h. Food and Beverage. No food or beverages may be served in City 
Council Chambers without the authorization of the Facility Manager. 

3. Fire Department Headquarters (Station #5) Community Rooms.  

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. Fire Department 
Headquarters meeting rooms are open as Limited Public Forums to 
civic, community, and nonprofit organizations, solely for the 
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purpose of providing meeting space for routine meetings attended 
by an organization’s membership and members of the public 
interested in the organization and/or items on the meeting agenda, 
subject to the requirements and restrictions in this Subsection 
VII.3. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to Fire Department 
Headquarters (Station #5). 

c. Priority. Priority for use of the Fire Department Headquarters 
meeting rooms shall be given to the City government, public bodies 
that use the Council Chambers for their meetings, and meetings of 
organizations or pertaining to events that are City-sponsored. All 
other users shall be considered non-priority users. 

d. Availability. Fire Department Headquarters meeting rooms shall not 
be reserved so as to conflict with priority uses by the Fire 
Department, other City government departments, public bodies, 
and City-sponsored uses. 

e. Open to Public. All meetings occurring within Fire Department 
Headquarters shall be open to the public. 

f. Political Uses. Political party organizations and similar political or 
policy-oriented organizations may reserve Fire Department 
Headquarters meeting rooms solely for meetings in the same 
manner as any other civic or community organization, subject to 
the Section V and all other applicable rules and regulations of this 
Policy. 

g. Prohibited Uses. Fire Department meeting rooms are not to be used 
for private parties or events (e.g. birthday parties, showers, etc.), 
meetings or events of for-profit business entities, fundraisers of any 
kind, campaign events, religious worship or services as defined in 
Section VI of this Policy, or any other purpose not expressly 
authorized by this Policy. 

h. Food and Beverage. No food or beverages may be served in the 
Fire Department meeting rooms without the authorization of the 
Facility Manager. 

4. Spicer House. Spicer House is a historic home within Heritage Park, which 
serves as the park’s visitor center and houses several rooms used for 
classes, meetings, gatherings, and displays. The Spicer House premises 
was acquired by the City in 1985 with funds obtained through a grant 
awarded to the City under the Michigan Recreation Land Trust Fund Act, 
1976 PA 204, 1984 PA 429, and 1972 PA 227, as amended, which requires 
that the premises be maintained for recreational purposes in perpetuity. In 
addition, the Spicer House was designated by City Council in 1988 as a 
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Historic District (Council Resolution R-51-88), as recorded in Liber 11290 
Page 330 of the records of the Oakland County Register of Deeds, and its 
use restricted to purposes identified by the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Historic District Commission, and City Council as consistent 
with its recreational purpose and historic designation. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. Consistent with R-51-88, 
the Farmington Hills Historic District Commission Spicer House Use 
Feasibility Review dated March 3, 1988 reviewed by Parks and 
Recreation Commission and City Council, and the Spicer House’s 
recreational and historic purposes, Spicer House is open as a 
Limited Public Forum for the following uses, subject to the 
requirements and restrictions in this Subsection VII.4: recreational 
classes sponsored by government or non-government 
organizations, complementing the activities of the City of 
Farmington Hills (including but not limited to nature study, 
astronomy, day camping, safety clinics, cross-country skiing, fishing 
instruction); meetings of the Beautification Commission, Historical 
Commission, Historic District Commission, Park and Recreation 
Commission, Arts Commission, and Commission on Aging; Civic 
Awards/Presentations and functions (including but not limited to 
Officer of the month, outstanding citizen, Mayor’s Exchange Day, 
City press announcements); interpretive exhibits (including but not 
limited to history of the Spicer Property, City history, early 
settlement history, land/water natural history interpretations, 
museum-type articles, pictures, and artifacts); service club 
meetings; scouting activities, 4-H activities, youth athletic groups, 
civic club activities, and as a part of community activities (including 
but not limited to Halloween walks, hayrides, landscape painting 
and drawing programs, bird and plant identification, woodworking, 
nature and day camps, and fall festival). 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Special Services 
Department 

c. Open to Public. Meetings and events occurring at the Spicer House 
shall be open to the public and shall not interfere with the public’s 
enjoyment of the Spicer House and premises as a recreational and 
historic venue. 

d. Prohibited Uses. Consistent with its recreational and historic 
purposes, the Spicer House is not to be used for private parties or 
events (e.g. birthday parties, showers, etc.), meetings or events of 
for-profit business entities, meetings or events for political party 
organizations or other organizations whose mission is not consistent 
with the recreational/historic, civic, or service-oriented purposes 
identified in subsection (a), fundraisers of any kind, campaign 
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events, religious worship or services as defined in Section V of this 
Policy, or any other purpose not expressly authorized by this Policy. 

e. Food and Beverage. No food or beverages may be served in the 
Spicer House without the authorization of the Facility Manager. 

B. Fee-Based Rental Facilities.  

1. Costick Activities Center. The Costick Center is a multi-purpose facility that 
houses the Department of Special Services’ administrative offices, indoor 
and outdoor recreational facilities, designated space for the Farmington 
Hills Senior Adult program, a teen center, and meeting and banquet rooms. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Activities. 

i. The Costick Center, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-
Public Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the 
forum or the purpose for which a room has been reserved, 
shall take place in the facility. 

ii. The Costick Center’s rooms available for reservation shall be 
regulated as Limited Public Forums for the purpose of providing 
space for meetings, lectures, seminars, banquets, political events, 
religious activities, and similar gatherings or events to the public, 
civic and community groups, charitable organizations, and the 
business community. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Scope of Use. To the extent that rooms are reserved at the Costick 
Center for a specific purpose, the User, the User’s Representative 
and their invitees shall contain their activities to the interior of the 
reserved room, and shall not use hallways or other common areas 
of the facility in connection with their event. 

d. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at the Costick Center, 
provided that the applicant pays all fees and charges for use of the 
facility, subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and 
regulations of this Policy. 

e. Religious Uses. Rooms at the Costick Center may be reserved for 
the purpose of conducting worship services on a first-come, first-
served basis, subject to all applicable rules and regulations of this 
Policy, including Section VI, payment of the usage fee, and the 
availability of a room suited to the applicant’s needs. 
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f. Fees. Usage fees are based on the entire time a group/party is in 
the room, including set-up and clean-up. 

g. Food and Beverage. All Users with 50 guests or more that require 
food service are required to use the City’s contracted food vendor. 
Users with 49 or less guests may bring in food from a vendor, but 
the vendor must be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

h. Payment Terms. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of 
the total fees and charges at the time of applying, and the 
remaining 50% at least 30 days before the beginning of the event. 
The User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the right 
to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges that may 
be incurred. The User shall be responsible and liable for payment 
of any music clearances or royalty fees and shall hold the City 
harmless and indemnify the City for same. No exceptions will be 
permitted unless satisfactory credit arrangements are made in 
advance. Deposits and payments are subject to charges of 1% per 
month if not paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether 
in writing, verbally, or by invoice. 

i. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% 
percent of initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in 
advance of the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days 
of the first contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all 
payments they have paid to the City. In addition, User shall be 
responsible for any out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. 
Rescheduling of events and additional deposit requirements are 
entirely at the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

2. Jon Grant Community Center. The Grant Community center was 
constructed in conjunction with Fire Station #3. It offers classes, programs, 
and rental opportunities to residents of Farmington Hills as well as 
surrounding communities. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses.  

i. The Grant Center, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-
Public Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the 
forum or the purpose for which a room has been reserved, 
shall take place in the forum. 

ii. The Grant Center’s rooms available for reservation shall be 
regulated as Limited Public Forums for the purpose of 
providing space for meetings, lectures, seminars, banquets, 
political events, religious activities, and similar gatherings or 
events to the public, civic and community groups, charitable 
organizations, and the business community. 
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b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Scope of Use. To the extent that rooms are reserved at the Grant 
Center for a specific purpose, the User, the User’s Representative 
and their invitees shall contain their activities to the interior of the 
reserved room and shall not use hallways or other common areas 
of the facility in connection with their event. 

d. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at the Grant Center, 
provided that the applicant pays all fees and charges for use of the 
facility, subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and 
regulations of this Policy. 

e. Religious Uses. Grant Center rooms may be reserved for the 
purpose of conducting worship services on a first-come, first-served 
basis, subject to all applicable rules and regulations of this Policy, 
including Section VI, payment of the usage fee, and the availability 
of a room suited to the applicant’s needs. 

f. Food and Beverage. All Users with 50 guests or more that require 
food service are required to use the City’s contracted food vendor. 
Users with 49 or less guests may bring in food from a vendor, but 
the vendor must be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

g. Fees. Usage fees are based on the entire time a group/party is in 
the room, including set-up and clean-up. 

h. Payment Terms. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of 
the total fees and charges at the time of applying, and the 
remaining 50% at least 10 days before the beginning of the event. 
The User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the right 
to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges that may 
be incurred. The User shall be responsible and liable for the 
payment of any music clearances or royalty fees and shall hold the 
City harmless and indemnify the City for same. No exceptions will 
be permitted unless satisfactory credit arrangements are made in 
advance.  Deposits and payments are subject to charges of 1% per 
month if not paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether 
in writing, verbally or by invoice. 

i. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% of 
initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in advance of 
the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days of first 
contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all payments they 
have paid to the City. In addition, Users shall be responsible for any 
out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. Rescheduling of events 
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and additional deposit requirements are entirely at the discretion of 
the Facility Manager. 

3. Longacre House. The Longacre House is a historic home available for 
special events. Special Services classes are also held at the house. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. The Longacre House shall 
be regulated as a Limited Public Forum for the purpose of providing 
space for private events such as weddings, theme parties, 
receptions, business meetings, banquets, social gatherings, and 
classes. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications are to be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Usage Minimum. A five-hour usage minimum is required for Friday 
and Saturday events unless waived by the Facility Manager or his 
designee. 

d. Fees. Usage fees are based on the time a group/party is in the 
room, including set-up and clean-up, except for 90-minute setup 
time that is included with all usage agreements. 

e. Food and Beverage. All Users that require food and/or alcohol for 
their events must utilize the Longacre House contracted caterer. No 
exceptions will be made without Facility Manager approval. 

f. Payment Terms.  

i. A security deposit is required for all parties over 25 people. 
An additional deposit may be required or the amount or type 
may be changed at the discretion of management. 

ii. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of the total 
fees and charges at the time of applying, and the remaining 
50% at least 10 days before the beginning of the event. The 
User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the 
right to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges 
that may be incurred. The User shall be responsible and 
liable for payment of any music clearances or royalty fees 
and shall hold the City harmless and indemnify the City for 
same. No exceptions will be permitted unless satisfactory 
credit arrangements are made in advance. Deposits and 
payments are subject to charges of 1% per month if not 
paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether in 
writing, verbally, or by invoice. 
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g. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% of 
initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in advance of 
the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days of first 
contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all payments they 
have paid to the City. In addition, Use shall be responsible for any 
out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. Rescheduling of events 
and additional deposit requirements are entirely at the discretion of 
the Facility Manager. 

4. Farmington Hills Ice Arena. The first floor of Farmington Hills Ice Arena 
consists of the ice surface and related facilities. The second floor, known 
as the “Ice Arena Club” contains space available for reservation that 
includes a soda shop-style seating area, a dance floor area, and a meeting 
room. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses.  

i. The Ice Arena, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-
Public Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the 
forum or the purpose for which a room or other portion of 
the facility has been reserved, shall take place in the forum. 

ii. The first floor of the Ice Area is intended to be regulated as 
a Non-Public Forum, within which the ice surface and 
accessory facilities (e.g. locker rooms) is available for rental 
only for Ice Area-related purposes (e.g. hockey and other 
ice-based events, practices, etc.) on a fee-based, first-come 
first-served basis, subject to the following regulations. 

iii. The Ice Arena Club’s second-floor rooms available for 
reservation shall be regulated as Limited Public Forums for 
the purpose of providing space for meetings, lectures, 
seminars, banquets, political events, religious activities, and 
similar gatherings or events to the public, civic and 
community groups, charitable organizations, and the 
business community. 

b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Scope of Use. To the extent that any portion of the Ice Arena is 
reserved for any specific purpose, the User, the User’s 
Representative and their invitees shall contain their activities to the 
interior of the reserved room and shall not use hallways or other 
common areas of the facility in connection with their event. 

d. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at reserved rooms of 
the second-floor Ice Arena Club, provided that the applicant pays 
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all fees and charges for use of the facility, subject to Section V and 
all other applicable rules and regulations of this Policy. 

e. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% 
percent of initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in 
advance of the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days 
of the first contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all 
payments they have paid to the City. In addition, User shall be 
responsible for any out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. 
Rescheduling of events and additional deposit requirements are 
entirely at the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

f. Ice Surface Rental Rules and Regulations. Users of the ice surface 
are subject to the following facility-specific rules and regulations: 

i. Each hour is equivalent to 50 minutes of ice time. The 
remaining ten (10) minutes of the hour is reserved for 
resurfacing. 

ii. All ice usage fees are to be paid in full at least one half hour 
in advance of the use of the ice facility, and are non-
refundable. In the event that the advance payment is not 
maintained, the contract will be considered cancelled by the 
User. 

iii. Nobody is allowed on the ice during resurfacing except two 
people to move goal nets. Zamboni drivers are instructed to 
cease resurfacing immediately if anybody places an object 
on the ice or if people are skating before the two Zamboni 
doors are closed. Once the Zamboni leaves the ice because 
of a violation of this rule, resurfacing will not re-commence 
during the time reserved by the User. 

iv. All hockey players are required to wear full protective 
equipment and helmets when on the ice. 

v. No physical or verbal abuse of arena employees will be 
tolerated. 

vi. Users will not be permitted use of the locker rooms until 
one-half hour prior to ice time. An adult representative of a 
group must be present in the locker rooms at all times in 
which it is in use. 

vii. A User may receive key(s) to a locker room from the office 
in exchange for a car key. Said person is responsible for 
securing the room when the group is on the ice and after all 
persons have vacated the room. Locker room keys shall be 
returned to the office for return of the car key. There is a 
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fee for lost and/or damaged key(s) established by the 
Facility Manager in the Facility Manager’s discretion. 

viii. No food and drinks are permitted in the locker rooms, on 
the ice, or on the players’ and penalty benches, including 
the scorer’s box, with the exception of non-alcoholic 
beverages in non-breakable containers. 

ix. Warm-up shots may not be directed to the side dasher 
boards by hockey players. 

x. Users are responsible for the conduct of the persons using 
the arena facilities during the ice time for which they have 
contacted. Ice Users will be held responsible for any 
vandalism, breakage, and cleanliness of locker room and all 
other arena property. It is strongly recommended that the 
User Representative be the last person to leave the locker 
room each time it is totally vacated. 

xi. At the conclusion of the time for which the ice has been 
reserved, all persons are to leave the ice promptly so that 
resurfacing may begin immediately. Ice Users will be 
charged for whatever time is used beyond that for which 
they have contracted at rates established by the Facility 
Manager in the Facility Manager’s discretion. 

xii. Only food and beverage items purchased within and from 
the arena are allowed. 

5.  The Hawk. The Hawk is a Community Center that houses indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities including a fitness and aquatic center, pickle 
ball courts, an auditorium, a gymnasium, dance studios, designated space 
for the educational programing or other services for and on behalf of the 
Community Center.  The Hawk offers space for private events such as 
wedding or baby showers, theme parties, receptions, reunions, business 
meetings, banquets and other social gatherings. 

a. Forum Designation and Permitted Activities. 

i. The Hawk, as a whole, shall be regulated as a Non-Public 
Forum. No activities unrelated to the purpose of the forum 
or the purpose for which a room as been reserved, shall 
take place in the facility. 

ii. The Hawk’s useable space available for private events shall 
be regulated as Limited Public Forums for the purpose of 
providing space for private events such as wedding or baby 
showers, theme parties, receptions, reunions, business 
meetings, banquets, and other social gatherings. 
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b. Facility Manager. Applications shall be made to the Department of 
Special Services. 

c. Scope of Use. To the extent that rooms are reserved at the Hawk, 
the User, the User’s Representative and the User’s invitees shall 
contain their activities to the interior of the reserved room, and shall 
not use hallways or other common areas of the facility in connection 
with their event. 

d. Political Uses. Political activities, including campaign events, 
fundraisers, and partisan events, are allowed at the Hawk, provided 
that the applicant pays all fees and charges for use of the facility, 
subject to Section V and all other applicable rules and regulations 
of this Policy. 

e. Religious Uses. Rooms in the Hawk may be reserved for the purpose 
of conducting worship services on a first-come, first-served basis, 
subject to all applicable rules and regulations of this Policy, 
including Section VI, payment of the usage fee, and the availability 
of a room suited to the applicant’s needs 

f. Fees. Usage fees are based on the entire time a group/party is in 
the room, including set-up and clean-up. 

g. Food and Beverage. All Users shall utilize the Hawk’s in-house 
caterer and bartender for food and beverage service.  In the event 
the Hawk’s in-house caterer is unavailable, the User may bring in 
food from a vendor, but the vendor must be properly licensed by 
Oakland County. 

h. Payment Terms. The User shall pay an initial payment of 50% of 
the total fees and charges at the time of applying, and the 
remaining 50% at least 30 days before the beginning of the event. 
The User shall pay any additional charges for technical services 
upon presentation of a bill by the City. The City reserves the right 
to charge a deposit in anticipation of additional charges that may 
be incurred. User shall be responsible and liable for payment of any 
music clearances or royalty fees and shall hold the City harmless 
and indemnify the City for same. No exceptions will be permitted 
unless satisfactory credit arrangements are made in advance. 
Deposits and payments are subject to charges of 1% per month if 
not paid within 30 days of notice of amount owed whether in 
writing, verbally, or by invoice. 

i. Cancellation and Refund. Users who cancel shall forfeit 50% 
percent of initial payment if cancellation is made up to 30 days in 
advance of the scheduled event. Users who cancel within 30 days 
of the first contracted usage date will automatically forfeit all 
payments they have paid to the City. In addition, User shall be 
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responsible for any out of pocket expenses incurred by the City. 
Rescheduling of events and additional deposit requirements are 
entirely at the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

C. Parks. 

1. Forum Designation and Permitted Uses. City Parks are open as a Traditional 
Public Forum (to the extent that they are open-air and not designated for 
specific uses such as sports facilities/fields and reservation-based picnic 
shelters), subject to the Rules and Regulations established in Chapter 19 
of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances, all other applicable ordinances, 
statutes, and regulations, including but not limited to those pertaining to 
disturbing the peace, noise, and nuisance, and to the requirements and 
restrictions set forth in this Subsection VII.C. 

2. Facility Manager. Applications for reservation-based park facilities are to be made to the 
Department of Special Services. 

3. Scope of Use. Users of City Parks shall conduct their activities so as to not disrupt the 
operations of portions of parks designated for specific purposes, including but not limited 
to: baseball, soccer, and other athletic fields; skate park; archery range; nature center; 
and golf course. 

4. Fee-Based Reservation Park Facilities. The following park facilities are 
available on a first-come first-served fee-based basis, subject to the terms of this 
Policy and the following rules and regulations: 

a. Heritage Park Shelter-Specific Rules and Regulations:  

i. Shelters are reserved in one-hour intervals. Shelters shall 
not be reserved or used earlier than 9am or later than 
sunset. 

ii. Reservations are for the shelter and/or fire pit only. Park 
equipment, volleyball courts, and other park facilities are 
not available for use, and are open to the general public on 
a first-come-first-served basis. 

iii. Outside equipment such as inflatables, mechanical rides, 
amplified sound systems, etc., are not permitted. 

iv. Portable propane grills are prohibited. Users may use the 
City-provided charcoal grills on-site, but Users are 
responsible for providing their own charcoal. 

v. If the reservation includes electricity, it includes 2 circuits, 
15 amps each. User must provide heavy-duty extension 
cords. 
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vi. On-site water faucet is not drinkable water and is for park 
staff use only. 

vii. Receipt must be retained during reservation by the User and 
presented to park personnel upon request. Trash pickup and 
other cleanup duties are to be performed by the User. 
Therefore, the shelter must be left in the condition in which 
it was found. The site will be inspected by park personnel at 
the end of the rental period. 

viii. The Splash Pad is a Memorial Day through Labor Day 
operation. Its operating hours are 10am to 8pm, weather 
dependent. 

ix. Users are required to obtain permission from the Facility 
Manager or the Facility Manager’s designee to have 
catering, but the caterer must be properly licensed by 
Oakland County. 

x. Balloons are not permitted, as they pose a choking hazard 
to wildlife and clog the Splash Pad drain. 

xi. A full refund (less administrative fee) will be issued if the 
reservation is canceled more than 30 days from the 
reservation date. A 50% refund will be issued if the 
reservation is canceled 30 days or less from the reservation 
date. Refunds will only be issued in the event of severe 
weather as determined in the discretion of the Facility 
Manager. 

b. Stables Art Studio, Caretakers Farmhouse, Day Camp/Nature 
Center/Riley Archery Range and Skate Park:  

i. These facilities shall not be reserved or used earlier than 
9am or later than sunset. 

ii. Reservations are only for the specific facility that has been 
applied for. Equipment, volleyball courts, playground areas, 
and other areas in the park are not available for use (except 
as provided in this Policy), and are open to the general 
public on a first-come-first-served basis. 

iii. Outside equipment such as inflatables, mechanical rides, 
amplified sound systems, etc., are not permitted. 

iv. Receipt must be retained during reservation by the User and 
presented to park personnel upon request. 
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v. Trash pickup and other cleanup duties are to be performed 
by the User. Therefore, the facility must be left in the 
condition in which it was found. The site will be inspected 
by park personnel at the end of the use. Users are required 
to obtain permission from the Facility Manager or the Facility 
Manager’s designee to have catering, but the caterer must 
be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

vi. Balloons are not permitted outside. 

vii. A full refund (less administrative fee) will be issued if a 
reservation is canceled more than 30 days from the 
reservation date. A 50% refund will be issued if reservation 
is canceled 30 days or less from reservation date. Refunds 
will only be issued in the event of severe weather as 
determined in the discretion of the Facility Manager. 

c. Fields (Games and Practices). The following requirements and 
regulations shall apply to reservations of park fields for games and 
practices: 

i. All field users are required to submit a Field Guideline 
Application prior to reserving a field. 

ii. Field hours are from 8:00 a.m. to sunset. 

iii. Prospective field Users are classified into two groups: Group 
I (non-profit organizations including YMCA, Civic 
Organizations, and homeowner associations; and private 
groups or teams consisting of at least 60% Farmington Hills 
residents); and Group II (for-profit organizations, non-
community groups, and non-residents). 

iv. Group I non-profit organizations must supply their tax 
exempt number. 

v. Groups I and II may be offered block scheduling (i.e. 
reserving fields for the entire season as opposed to a weekly 
basis) by completing a Field Use Reservation Form and 
submitting for review to the Facility Manager. 

vi. Group I block scheduling occurs May 15th for 
Spring/Summer and July 15th for Fall. 

vii. Group I and II can reserve fields by May 15th. 

viii. All reservations that require dragging and lining of fields 
must be made 3 days prior to field use. 



City of Farmington Hills 
Use of City Facilities Policy 
 

25 

ix. Field use is permitted May 15th through October 15th, 
weather permitting. 

x. During the period of the reservation and field use, the 
individual or organization shall procure and maintain a 
General Liability insurance policy in accordance with this 
Policy. 

xi. Inclement weather may result in the cancellation of field 
use. 

xii. Field Use Permits will be issued upon approval of a 
requested reservation for the use of any athletic facility. 

xiii. The Field Use Permit must be carried with the permit holder 
at all times during the event. 

xiv. The Field Use Permit only assures use of the field permitted 
and not exclusive use of the park or other fields. 

xv. Permit holders are responsible for those attending the 
outing. Permit holders and their participants and those 
attending their outing shall abide by all City and park 
ordinances and rules. 

xvi. No refunds will be given after fields have been reserved. 

d. Fields (Tournaments). The following requirements and regulations 
shall apply to reservations of park fields for tournaments: 

i. During the period of the reservation and field use, the User 
shall procure and maintain a General Liability insurance 
policy in accordance with this Policy. 

ii. The User will not charge a parking fee, however it may 
charge an entrance fee. 

iii. Outside concessions and vendors are not permitted unless 
the User has obtained approval from the Facility Manager or 
the Facility Manager’s designee. Any food vendor approved 
by the Facility Manager or the Facility Manager’s designee 
must be properly licensed by Oakland County. 

iv. The User shall provide tournament game schedule and field 
set up information a minimum of one week prior to the 
event to the Department of Special Services. 

v. The amounts of a non-refundable deposit and all fees and 
charges for field reservations shall be established by the 
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Facility Manager. The deposit is due at the time of 
reservation. Full payment of all fees for the reserved fields 
must be made a minimum of 10 working days after the 
event, check payable to Farmington Hills Recreation and 
sent to: Costick Center, Attn: Field Reservations, 28600 
Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48336. 

vi. Baseball tournament teams are not permitted to use soccer 
fields. 

vii. User and its participants and guests shall abide by all City 
and park ordinances and rules. 

viii. The User shall provide the name and daytime phone number 
of the event’s on-site contact person. 

ix. Users may rake a baseball field, but not use any mechanical 
devices or vehicles for said purpose. 

x. Inclement weather may result in the cancellation of field 
use. 

D. Facilities Not Available for Use by Outside Groups/Individuals.  The following City 
facilities and properties, or portions thereof, are Non-Public Forums. No space 
within these facilities is available for fee-based or non-fee-based use, and no 
portion of these facilities nor any portion of their premises that is not entitled to 
regulation as a Traditional Public Forum is intended to be opened as forums for 
activities unrelated or disruptive to the purpose of the facility. 

1. Fire Stations 1, 2, and 4 

2. Fire Station 3 (to the extent that it is separated from the Jon Grant 
Community Center). 

3. Police Department Building 

4. 47th District Court 

5. Department of Public Works Facility (including outbuildings) 

6. Farmington Hills Golf Club, except for golf outing fundraisers. 

a. Note: The restaurant within the Farmington Hills Golf Club is 
operated by a private entity pursuant to a concession agreement 
with the City. Any decisions made by that entity pursuant to its 
independent operating procedures and in compliance with 
applicable public accommodations law in furtherance of its business 
purpose shall not be construed as manifesting an intent of the City 
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to confer public forum status on any portion of the Farmington Hills 
Golf Club property. 

7. Park and Golf Maintenance Facility. 

8. Amphitheater at Heritage Park. 

9. Any other facility not identified in this Policy as a Traditional Public Forum 
or Limited Public Forum. 

VIII. Repealer, Conflicts, and Severability. 

A. Prior Facility Use Policies Repealed. This Policy amends, restates and supersedes 
any and all prior facility use and political activities policies adopted by the City 
Council. Any prior facility use and political activities policies are hereby repealed. 

B. Conflicts. If any provision of this Policy is inconsistent or conflicts with the City 
Code of the City of Farmington Hills, or any other binding state or federal statutes, 
regulations, or law, this Policy shall be superseded to the extent that it conflicts 
with those statutes, laws, ordinances, regulations, or other laws. 

C. Severability. In the event that any of the terms or provisions of this Policy are held 
to be partially or wholly invalid or unenforceable for any reason whatsoever, such 
holding shall not affect, alter, modify, or impair any of the other terms, provisions 
or covenants of this Policy or the remaining portions of any terms, provisions or 
covenants held to be partially invalid or unenforceable. 
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OFFICE OF CITY MANAGER 

  

TO:  Mayor and City Council  

FROM: Karen Mondora, Assistant City Manager   

DATE: December 9, 2024 

RE: Innovation, Energy, and Environmental Sustainability (IEES) Ad-Hoc 

Subcommittee Report     

 

During the January 2024 City Council goals session, City Council discussed the re-

instatement of a permanent committee related to innovation, energy, and/or 

environmental sustainability.  

 

Council then voted to establish an ad-hoc subcommittee for these purposes and 

appointed Mayor Rich and Councilmember Aldred to serve on the committee. 

 

Since that time, the sub-committee has met four (4) times. Assistant City Manager 

Mondora and City Attorney Joppich attended the meetings as well. Discussion and 

agenda topics included: 

• past efforts of City commissions and committees tasked with similar focus, 

• community needs in the areas of IEES 

• opportunities for collaboration with academia, county and state agencies,  

• potential engagement opportunities with the business community 

• innovation in the business sector, energy and environmental sustainability  

• educational opportunities for Farmington area residents and businesses in 

the IEES domain   

 

The subcommittee now recommends that it is indeed time for City Council to 

establish a permanent Innovation, Energy, and Environmental Sustainability 

Commission. City Attorney Joppich has prepared, and the committee has reviewed 

the attached draft ordinance detailing its establishment, membership, authority, 

purposes and duties.  

 



STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS

Aso

RESOLUTION NO. R- 37- 24

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills, County of
Oakland, State ofMichigan, held on March 4, 2024, at 7:30 o' clock p.m., Eastern Daylight
Savings Time, with those present and absent being, 

PRESENT: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH

ABSENT: NONE

the following preamble and resolution were offered by Councilmember Aldred and
supported by Councilmember Boleware: 

WHERAS, at its Study Session on February 5, 2024, the Farmington Hills City Council
discussed the establishment of an ad hoc temporary sub -committee consisting of up to
three Councilmembers for purposes of studying and gathering information to assist
Council in determining whether to re -instate a permanent committee relating to
innovation, energy, and/ or environmental sustainability; and

WHEREAS, City Council desires to proceed with establishing such a sub -committee at
this time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Farmington Hills as follows: 

1) The Farmington Hills City Council Innovation, Energy, and Environmental

Sustainability Ad -Hoc Sub -Committee (" IEES Sub -Committee") is established for the

purposes of studying and gathering information to assist Council in determining
whether to re -instate a permanent committee for innovation, energy, and/ or

environmental sustainability, including, without limitation, information regarding the
past efforts of the following committees and commissions: the former Green Efforts
Committee ( 2008- 2011), the former Commission for Energy and Environmental
Sustainability ( 2011- 2017), the Parks and Recreation Commission ( 2017- 2021), and

the former Innovation, Energy, and Environmental Sustainability Committee ( 2021- 
2023). The IEES Sub -Committee is not to vote on or make any decisions or
commitments as to such matters. 

2) Mayor Rich and Councilmember Aldred are appointed to the IEES Sub -Committee. 

3) The City Manager shall designate members of City staff with knowledge and
information relevant to the above -stated purpose and objectives to attend meetings of
the IEES Sub -Committee and otherwise assist in its efforts. The City Clerk and City
Attorney shall also attend meetings and provide information and assistance to the IEES
Sub -Committee upon its request. 

4) Upon completing its above -stated purpose and objectives, and at any other time City
Council requests or members of the subcommittee desire, the IEES Sub -Committee



shall report its progress and results to City Council. 

3) The IEES Sub -Committee shall meet as necessary to complete its tasks within the time
frame established under this resolution. The IEES Sub -Committee shall, with the
assistance of the City Administration, keep a record of its meetings, information, and
findings. 

4) The IEES Sub -Committee shall expire 12 months/ 1 year from the date of adoption of
this Resolution, unless its term is extended by City Council. 

5) Pursuant to City Code Section 2- 128, the provisions of City Code, Chapter 2, Article IV, 
Division 1 shall not apply to the IEES Sub -Committee. 

AYES: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, KNOL, AND RICH
NAPES: NONE

ABSENT: NONE

ABSTENTIONS: NONE

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED MARCH 4, 2024. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified City Clerk of the City of Farmington Hills, County
of Oakland, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete
copy of a Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills at a
regular meeting held on March 4, 2024, the original of which resolution is on file in my
office. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this 5th day of March, 
2024. 

RLY LWPATEIL, City Clerk
City of Fa ington Hills
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http://www.fhgov.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FHChannel8


































































































































CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DATE: 12/9/24 

DEPT: FIRE DEPARTMENT 

RE:  AWARD OF PROPOSAL FOR FIRE PLAN REVIEW FOR FIRE PROTECTION and 
LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS  

__________________________________________________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• Requests for Proposal were advertised, posted on the MITN e-procurement system,

publicly opened and read aloud on Wednesday, October 1, 2024, for Plan Review for

Fire Protection & Life Safety Systems. Notifications were sent to over eight hundred

(800+) firms (including five hundred (500) vendors that hold the classification of

minority owned, woman owned, veteran owned, disabled, disadvantaged or service

disabled) with three (3) responding (Code Savvy Consultants, Fire Savvy Consultants,

and Fire Safety Consultants).  We received zero “No-Bid”.

• The Fire Department utilizes third-party examiners to review fire protection and life

safety systems plans for compliance with current building and fire code. Systems

reviewed include sprinkler systems, fire alarm systems and other special hazard

systems (such as kitchen hoods and smoke control systems). Fees for the reviews are

paid for, by the project proponent, as part of the permitting process. The City of

Farmington Hills receives a portion of the fees to cover internal reviews and

administrative costs.

• Specifications require firms have the highest level of applicable licenses and

certifications, be registered with the State of Michigan and have demonstrable

experience providing this service to other local municipalities.

• A committee made up of Fire Department and Central Services staff reviewed all

proposals, evaluated pricing, contacted references and is recommending the City

enter into agreements with the three (3) firms (Code Savvy Consultants, Fire Savvy

Consultants, and Fire Safety Consultants Inc). Each of the recommended firm’s fee

schedules were similarly priced, each firm demonstrated a high level of knowledge

with applicable building and fire codes, each firm provided expertise in multiple

disciplines and each firm had local representation to aid the Fire Department with

on-site reviews as needed.

CMR 12-24-125



 
 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

• It is the intent of the Fire Department to set a standard fee schedule which will be 

posted on the city website. Plan reviews will be requested from one (1) of the three 

(3) firms based on discipline, workload, and time schedule. The new fee schedule is 

attached below. 

 

• Funding for this service is reimbursed by the project proponents with revenue and 

expenses accounted for in the Fire Department budget. 

 

BID TABULATION 

See Attachment 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
In view of the above, it is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager 

to issue purchase orders to Code Savvy Consultants, Fire Savvy Consultants, and Fire 

Safety Consultants, Inc. for a period of two (2) year’s with optional renewal for four (4) 

additional one (1) year periods between the City and each firm through mutual consent 

and under the same terms & conditions. 

 
# # # 

 
Prepared by:    Jason Baloga, Fire Marshal 
Reviewed by:   Nikki Lumpkin, Senior Buyer  
Department Approval:  Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 
Executive Approval:  Karen Mondora, Assistant City Manager 
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City of Farmington Hills

RFP-FH-24-25-2473

AS NEEDED PLAN REVIEW FOR FIRE PROTECTION & LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS

Cost Proposal

ITEM CODE SAVVY

FIRE SAFETY CONSULTANTS, 

INC

FIRE SAVVY 

CONSULTANTS

1
st
 Review Suppression System Review Fee 

1-15 $305.00 $275.00 $225.00 

16-45 $465.00 $475.00 $400.00 

46-100 $615.00 $565.00 $500.00 

101-200 $755.00 $725.00 $600.00 

201-300 $905.00 $780.00 $725.00 

301-500 $1,090.00 $1,080.00 $900.00 

Over 500 $1,090.00 $1,080.00 $1,000.00 

Price per sprinkler over 500 $1.05 $1.65 $1.25 

2
nd

 Review Suppression System Review Fee 

1-15 $0.00 $0.00

16-45 $0.00 $0.00

46-100 $0.00 $0.00

101-200 $0.00 $0.00

201-300 $0.00 $0.00

301-500 $0.00 $0.00

Over 500 $0.00 $0.00

Price per sprinkler over 500 $0.00 $0.00

RUSH Review Suppression System Review Fee 

1-15 $610.00 $550.00 $450.00

16-45 $930.00 $950.00 $800.00

46-100 $1,230.00 $1,130.00 $1,000.00

101-200 $1,510.00 $1,450.00 $1,200.00

201-300 $1,810.00 $1,560.00 $1,450.00

301-500 $2,180.00 $2,160.00 $1,800.00

Over 500 $2,180 Plus per sprinkler $2,160.00 $2,000.00

Price per sprinkler over 500
$2.10 Per sprinkler $3.30 $2.50

Fire Alarm 1
st
 Review Fee 

1-15 $305.00 $245.00 $200.00 

16-45 $445.00 $495.00 $300.00 

46-75 $585.00 $785.00 $400.00 

76-100 $725.00 $1,140.00 $600.00 

101-125 $875.00 $1,140 + 6.30 per device over 100 $800.00 

126-175 $1,020.00 $1,140 + 6.30 per device over 100 $1,000.00 

Over 175 $1020 plus device $1,140 + 6.30 per device over 100 $1,200.00 

Price per device over 175 $1.50 $6.30 $5.00 

Fire Alarm 2
nd

 Review Fee 

1-15
$0.00 $0.00

16-45 $0.00 $0.00

46-75 $0.00 $0.00

76-100 $0.00 $0.00

101-125 $0.00 $0.00

126-175 $0.00 $0.00

Over 175 $0.00 $0.00

Price per device over 175 $0.00 $0.00

Fire Alarm RUSH Review Fee 

1-15 $610.00 $490.00 $400.00

16-45 $890.00 $990.00 $600.00

46-75 $1,170.00 $1,570.00 $800.00

76-100 $1,450.00 $2,280.00 $1,200.00

101-125 $1,750.00 $2,280 + 12.60 per device over 100 $1,600.00

126-175 $2,040.00 $2,280 + 12.60 per device over 100 $2,000.00

Over 175 $2,040 Plus per device $2,280 + 12.60 per device over 100 $2,400.00

Price per device over 175 $1.50 per device $2,280 + 12.60 per device over 100 $10.00

Additional Fee’s

UL 300 Suppression Review 

Fee (Per System) Fee

$405.00 $350 -$ 585 $250.00

Provide field Inspection as 

required

$250 per hour $120 per hour $100 per hour

Percent increase per year 

beginning at year 3

3% 2% 0%

Other fees noted Reviews past the 1st 2 are 

charged at the hourly rate

We do not charge for second 

reviews unless changes are made 

to the system that adds sprinklers. 

In that case, we would only 

charge the difference in price. 

We do not charge for second 

reviews unless changes are made 

to the system that adds sprinklers. 

In that case, we would only 

charge the difference in price. 
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City of Farmington Hills

RFP-FH-24-25-2473

AS NEEDED PLAN REVIEW FOR FIRE PROTECTION & LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS

Company City/State Brief Narrative Complete Description of Review Process List of Exceptions

Copy of Your Plan Review 

Checklist & Sample Letter Vendor Questionnaire Cost Proposal

CODE SAVVY Brighton MI Included Included Included Included Included Included

NOTES & EXCEPTIONS In business for 24 years however in plan review for 20. 

Staff actively engaged across nation & State of 

Michigan to stay on top of code changes & processes. 

3 Part-time employees. 

Comprehensive description of plan review process 

included. Electronic transmittal with one complete set of 

show drawings, project logged & prioritized based on 

needs. Participates in code development & code 

education. Staff are all registered plan examiners. 

When a second review is required the applicant is not 

charged unless the number of devices increases 

significantly. Gave themselves an "8" for customer 

service noting "there is always room for improvement."

"Although extremely rare, on the 

attached documents (fee 

schedule), reviews past the first 

two are charged at our hourly 

rate"

FIRE SAFETY 

CONSULTANTS, INC (FSCI) Elgin, IL Brief Narrative Complete Description of Review Process List of Exceptions

Copy of Your Plan Review 

Checklist & Sample Letter Vendor Questionnaire Cost Proposal

NOTES & EXCEPTIONS local office 

Pleasant Ridge

FSCI has over 40 years of plan review, training, and 

consulting services.  Staff holds multiple certifcation 

including NICET, ICC & NFPA.  Over 40 team 

members and a clinet portfoloio of 170+ clients. Does 

inspections, plan review, education books & seminars 

and fire investigations.

Description of plan review process included - can meet 

10 business day completion time. One set fee for all 

reviews. Telephone consulting included.  Review letters 

are designed around computer formatted technical 

checklist.  Noted highly trained staff that FH can call 

with questions anytime. Gave themselves a "9" for 

customer service.

None listed Included Included Included

FIRE SAVVY CONSULTANTS Ferndale, MI Brief Narrative Complete Description of Review Process List of Exceptions

Copy of Your Plan Review 

Checklist & Sample Letter Vendor Questionnaire Cost Proposal

NOTES & EXCEPTIONS In business for 11 years. Previously worked with the 

City. Provide service for over 80 municipalities and 

staffed to several private companies with ongoing 

projects.  3 employees.  

Description of plan review process included.  Standard 

plan review time is 8 business days.  Firm will inspect 

the systems for compliance with required codes, 

standards and the approved plans. The municipality 

receives a report on the inspections, test(s) performed 

and any recomendations 

None listed Included Included Included



CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DATE: 12/9/24 

DEPT: FIRE DEPARTMENT 

RE:  APPROVAL OF FEE SCHEDULE ASSOCIATED WITH FIRE PLAN REVIEW FOR FIRE 
PROTECTION and LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS 

__________________________________________________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• The Fire Department, with the assistance of approved third-party examiners under

contract with the City, review fire protection and life safety system plans for

compliance with applicable building and fire codes. Systems reviewed include

sprinkler systems, fire alarm systems and other special hazard systems (such as

kitchen hoods and smoke control systems). Project proponents pay fees for the

reviews, as part of the permitting process. The fees cover internal reviews, third-

party reviews, and administrative costs.

• A committee made up of Fire Department staff and Central Services staff reviewed

the current 2018 version of the plan review fee schedule, determined it required

updating, and have prepared the attached updated fee schedule based on current

and anticipated third-party examiner review costs and the City’s expected internal

review and administrative costs associated with these plan reviews, including such

things as Fire Department time and materials for review, processing, scheduling,

and clarification of projects/scope of work. The fees are intended to cover the costs

of the city for plan reviews.

• It is the intent of the Fire Department to post this fee schedule on the city website.

Plan reviews will be requested from one (1) of the three (3) previously approved

third party examiner firms based on discipline, workload, and time schedule.

• Funding for the plan review service is reimbursed by the project proponents through

the collection of these fees with revenue and expenses accounted for in the Fire

Department budget.

CMR 12-24-126
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
In view of the above, it is recommended that City Council approve and authorize the 

Farmington Hills Fire Department Plan Review Fee Schedule and Submittal 

Requirements, Revised 12/2024, as presented.  

 

 
# # # 

 
Prepared by:         Jason Baloga, Fire Marshal 
Reviewed by:   Nikki Lumpkin, Senior Buyer  
Reviewed by:   Michelle Aranowski, Director of Central Services 
Department Approval:  Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 
Executive Approval:       Karen Mondora, Assistant City Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Farmington Hills Fire Department 
Plan Review Fee Schedule and Submittal Requirements  

(Revised Effective 12/09/2024)  
 

Minimum Plan review time = 15 business days / Expedited review time = 5 business days (if available) 
 

MINIMUM SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL REVIEWS 
(Submittals Without This Information Will Not Be Processed) 

 

 A minimum of four (4) sets of all plans and documents, which include the project name and address in title block 
Note: The name of installing contractor, must be printed on plans 

 Brief separate scope of work which includes applicable N.F.P.A Standard(s) the work will comply with 

 Project name and specific street address (include suite number if applicable) 

 Contractor name and license number, address, contact person, telephone numbers 

 Contact Fire Prevention at 248-871-2820 regarding electronic plan review requirements. Additional fees may apply.   
 

Sprinkler system submittals shall also include: 
 

 Hydraulic calculations based upon an Oakland County flow test; Include date, time, location.  Per Section 12-11(3.1) of the 
City Code only 90% of available flow can be used for design 

 “Plan and Calculation” information as outlined in N.F.P.A. 13 
 

Alarm Submittals shall also include: 
  

 Specific alarm monitoring information including copy of UL information 

 Sequence of Operation 

 Battery calculations and voltage drop calculations 

 Ceiling construction type and height 

 Manufacturer’s model numbers and listing information for devices and materials 

 List of materials/devices 
Hydraulically Calculated Sprinkler Systems 

 

Number of Sprinklers Fee  
+ actual shipping charges 

1-15 $ 316.00 
16-45 535.00 
46-100 650.00 
101-200 834.00 
201-300 1041.00 
301-500 1242.00 
Over 500 1,285.00+1.50 for each sprinkler over 500  

 
 
 
 
 

Fire Alarm and Detection Systems 
 

Number of Alarm Devices Fee  
+ actual shipping charges 

1-15 $ 282.00 
16-45 544.00 
46-75 673.00 
76-100 834.00 
101-125 1007.00 
126-175 
Over 175 

 

1,415.00 
$1415+ $3.00per device over 175 

 
 

 

UL 300 Suppression Systems…………………………………………………………………………. $469.00 per system 
 

Special Hazard Systems (project dependent) ……………………. $920 base fee + $115 Hourly rate after 4 hours. 
 

*NOTE:  EXPEDITED REVIEWS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY; FEES ARE DOUBLE THE NORMAL REVIEW FEE. 

System acceptance tests will not be scheduled until plans are approved and review fees paid.   
Contact Fire Prevention at (248) 871-2820 with any questions. 



CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DATE: 12/9/2024 

DEPT: Fire Department 

RE:  Purchase of Turnout Gear 
____________________________________________________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• The Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO) authorized
Michigan fire and safety agencies to apply for funding to purchase additional sets of
turnout gear for full-time career firefighters, enhancing their safety and readiness.
A total of $15 million has been allocated to be split among the awarded Michigan
fire and safety agencies.

• In May of 2024, the Fire Department submitted a grant application requesting
$224,000 to purchase turnout gear for all full-time operational staff. In July of 2024,
the Fire Department was notified that the cost to the City of Farmington Hills was
$199,500 to purchase turnout gear for career firefighters.

• Conway Shield (Representing Lakeland Fire), the city approved vendor for the
purchase of turnout gear and hoods, is currently under contract with the City for
this equipment.

• Funding for the difference between the awarded grant amount and the total
purchase amount, $24,500, is currently available in the 2024/2025 Capital
Improvement budget.

RECOMMENDATION 

• In view of above, it is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to
issue a purchase order to Conway Shield (representing Lakeland Fire) for turnout
gear for a total of $224,000 ($199,500 will be reimbursed per the grant + $24,500
from Capital Improvement Budget).

# # # 
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Prepared by: Jason Olszewski, Deputy Fire Chief 
Reviewed by: Michelle Aranowski, Director of Central Services 
Reviewed by: Thomas Skrobola, Finance Director 
Department Approval: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 
Executive Approval: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 
 



CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DATE: 12-9-2024 

DEPT: DPW 

RE:  PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT VEHICLE 
____________________________________________________________________ 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• Vehicle 101 is a 2017 GMC Yukon with 63,000 miles. It is assigned to the Department of
Public Services and is regularly utilized by Engineering staff for project surveys and
construction staking.

• Last month this vehicle had a transmission failure and after diagnostic testing, it was
determined a new transmission would be required. Quotes were obtained and the price for
parts and labor was approximately $9,000.00. Given this vehicle is worth about $22,000.00,
the decision was made to not move forward with the repairs and seek a new purchase.
Please note, the 2017 Yukon was planned to be replaced in Fiscal Year 25-26 as part of the
Capital Improvement Plan.

• Each year the City of Farmington Hills participates in cooperative or extendable bids with
various agencies including the State of Michigan, Oakland County and Macomb County who
are members of the Michigan Intergovernmental Trade Network (MITN Cooperative).
Extendable bids have proven to be cost effective for the City due to the volume created
by the cooperative process.

• DPW obtained a quote for a replacement vehicle based on the contract and determined
that a 2025 Ford Transit Van purchased from Lunghamer Ford, utilizing the Macomb County
Contract Bid #21-18 program, was the lowest priced vehicle which best met the needs of
the department. The Transit will have all-wheel drive and heavy-duty axles suitable for
construction sites.

• The vehicle purchased includes a three-year or 36,000-mile bumper to bumper warranty
and a five-year or 60,000-mile powertrain warranty.

• Funding for the replacement vehicle is available in the Capital Improvement Fund.

• The 2017 Yukon will be sold at the next available public auction “as-is”.

CMR 12-24-128



 
 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based on the above information, it is recommended that City Council authorize the City 

Manager to issue a purchase order to Lunghamer Ford for a 2025 Ford Transit Van in the amount 

of $58,801.00. 

 

Prepared by:  Derrick Schueller, DPW Superintendent 
Reviewed by:  Jacob Rushlow, P.E., Director, Department of Public Services 
   Michelle Aranowski, Director, Department of Central Services 
   Thomas Skrobola, Director, Department of Finance 
Approved by:  Gary Mekjian, P.E., City Manager 
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OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

 
 

 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
 
DATE:  December 9, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  Proposed 2025 City Council Annual Meeting Calendar 
 

Based on the amended Rules of the City Council to provide more flexibility 
to allow for a summer schedule during the months of June, July and August 
and due to the observance of holidays in the months of May, September, 
and December, please find the proposed 2025 City Council Annual Meeting 
calendar attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
IT IS RESOLVED, that the Farmington Hills City Council hereby approves the 
2025 City Council Annual Meeting calendar. 



 

2025 MEETING SCHEDULE 

CITY COUNCIL 

(Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays, 7:30 PM City Hall – Council Chambers) 
*Each regular meeting may be preceded by a City Council study session commencing at 6:00 p.m.* 

 

January 13 27 

February 10 24 

March 10 24 

April 14 28 

May 12  

June 9  

July 14  

August 11  

September 8 29 

October  13 27 

November 10 24 

December 8  
 

 

Meeting Dates, Times and Location are subject to Change. Meetings are also subject to cancellation. Agendas 

for meetings are posted at City Hall prior to each meeting and in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 

Agendas are also posted on the City’s website at www.fhgov.com 

 

NOTE: Anyone planning to attend a meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 248-871-2410 as soon as possible or at least 

two (2) business days prior to the meeting, wherein necessary arrangements/accommodations will be made. 

Thank you. 

http://www.fhgov.com/
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OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

 
 

 
TO:   Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
 
DATE:  December 9, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:  Budget Study Session Dates 
 
 
Staff is recommending that City Council establish the following budget 
study session meeting dates: 
 

May 5, 2025 – Community Room  
May 6, 2025 – Community Room  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
IT IS RESOLVED, that the Farmington Hills City Council hereby establishes 
the budget study session meeting dates of May 5 and May 6, 2025. 
 



 
 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT TO 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
DATE: 12/09/2024 
 

DEPT: Special Services 
 

RE: Consideration of Employment for Morgan Thomas 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• The Department of Special Services has followed all City policies and procedures 

in establishing an eligibility list of qualified candidates.  This includes advertising 

in the local newspapers, posting on websites and on social media, distribution of 

job announcements at Farmington Public Schools and Oakland County Community 

College.  A thorough investigation of the applicant's credentials and a personal 

interview were conducted.  Providing applicants are equally qualified, residents 

receive preference for employment opportunities. 

• Occasionally we have some difficulty finding qualified applicants for part-time 
positions because they may require certain qualifications or specialized 
training/certification and the work hours typically include nights and/or 
weekends. Therefore, in view of meeting the established criteria and being the 
most qualified applicant, the Department of Special Services respectfully 
requests the City Council's approval of Morgan Thomas. 
 

Name:  Morgan Thomas 

Position Applied For: Birthday Party Leader 

Number of Employees Needed in this Position:  1  

Date Position Posted:  6/22/2023 Open Until:  Filled 

Number of Applicants for this position:  1   

Number of Applicants Interviewed: 1 

Salary: $11.50 

Relationship: Morgan Thomas is the sister of Taiza Thomas who is 

  employed in the Recreation Division of Special Services 

Justification: Morgan Thomas is the most qualified applicant and is 

  available to begin work immediately. 

RECOMMENDATION 

• “IT IS RESOLVED, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves an 
employment request per Section 10.01A of the City Charter for Morgan Thomas, 
who is related to an employee of the City, Taiza Thomas , who is employed in the 
Recreation Division of Special Services.” 

Prepared by: Hannah Meli, Recreation Specialist 
Department Approval: Ellen Schnackel, Director of Special Services 
Executive Approval: Karen Mondora, Assistant City Manager 



DRAFT 

MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBER 
NOVEMBER 25, 2024 – 7:30 PM 

 
The regular session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem 
Bridges at 7:30PM. 
 
Council Members Present: Aldred, Boleware, Bridges, Bruce, Dwyer, and Knol  
 
Council Members Absent: Rich 
 
Others Present: City Manager Mekjian; Assistant City Manager Mondora; City Clerk 

Lindahl; Directors Aranowski, Brockway, Kettler-Schmult, Rushlow, 
Schnackel, and Skrobola, Fire Chief Unruh, and City Attorney Joppich 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mike Sweeney, Emergency Preparedness Commission, led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR SESSION MEETING AGENDA 

MOTION by Knol, support by Boleware, to approve the agenda as published.  
 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0.  

 
PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER 30, 2024 AS SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
The following proclamation was read by Councilmember Knol and accepted by small business owner 
Linda Boone. 

 
PROCLAMATION 

Small Business Saturday® 
Nov. 30, 2024 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Farmington Hills celebrates local small businesses and recognizes 

that they create jobs, boost the economy and help to preserve our community; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Farmington Hills is home to more than 5 thousand businesses that 

are owned and operated by hard-working people of all kinds. Of each dollar 
spent at local businesses, 70 cents stays local and recirculates to other area 
businesses. Shopping small represents your community support and a fellow 
community member’s dream; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Michigan has more than 900 thousand small businesses that amount to more 

than 99% of Michigan businesses. Small businesses are defined as having fewer 
than 500 employees, which account for nearly 2 million employees, 
representing nearly half of Michigan workers; and, 
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WHEREAS, consumers who shop on Small Business Saturday® are making a conscious 

commitment to support small, independently owned businesses and make 
purchases with a positive impact; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Small Business Saturday® is an important part of small businesses’ busiest 

season, during which consumers are encouraged to shop or eat at 
independently owned businesses and purchase gift cards from local businesses. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Theresa Rich, Mayor of the City of Farmington Hills, on behalf 
of the City Council, do hereby proclaim Nov. 30, 2024, as Small Business Saturday® and urge our 
community to support small businesses annually on the Saturday after Thanksgiving and throughout the 
entire year.  
 
Linda Boone, owner of the recently opened Seeds of Mercy Resale Store at 32232 Eight Mile Road in 
Farmington Hills, shared her journey as a 40-year resident of Farmington Hills, highlighting her volunteer 
work, leadership in community organizations, her ownership and stewardship of Seeds of Mercy group 
home, and the evolution of her small business. The store offered quality home goods and furniture at 
affordable prices, with proceeds helping to provide for Seeds of Mercy. Ms. Boone expressed gratitude 
for the community’s support, announced special promotions for November, and emphasized her 
commitment to giving back to the city she loves. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS FROM CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS  
Emergency Preparedness Commissioner Mike Sweeney provided the Preparedness Tip of the Month, 
which this month focused on winter readiness. He emphasized the importance of home maintenance 
before the season changes, encouraging residents to clean utility closets, ensure furnaces are 
unobstructed, and replace old furnace filters. This is also a good time to check smoke, carbon monoxide, 
and radon detectors (if this had not been done in October), as well as clean dryer lint traps – a fire 
hazard source. Sweeney highlighted the value of utilizing local maintenance professionals for those 
unable to perform these tasks. Everyone should prepare their homes for a safe and comfortable winter. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no correspondence received.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
A citizen requested that Consent Agenda Item 12 be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on 
the regular agenda. 
 

MOTION by Knol, support by Bruce, to remove Consent Agenda Item 12 RECOMMENDED 
APPROVAL OF SETTING THE CITY COUNCIL GOALS SESSION DATE OF JANUARY 11, 2025 from the 
Consent Agenda and place this item under Consent Agenda Items for Discussion. 
 
Motion passed by voice vote 4-2 (Bridges, Dwyer opposed). 

 
MOTION by Boleware, support by Aldred, to approve consent agenda items 5 through 11, and 
13 through 15.   
 

Roll Call Vote:  
    Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, AND KNOL   
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 Nays:  NONE 
 Absent: RICH 

Abstentions: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
Noting that a blue card had been received regarding Consent Agenda Item 12. Setting the City Council 
Goals Session Date of January 11, 2025, Mayor Pro Tem Bridges recognized resident PG. 
 
PG expressed concerns about the City's approach to goal setting and decision-making, as this related to  
the current proposal to allow a truck stop in a residential area. She suggested that greater resident 
involvement in setting Council goals could help avoid similar situations in the future. PG recommended 
organizing meetings to gather input from residents, encouraging them to share priorities and 
collaborate with the City as a team. PG emphasized the importance of a resident-focused and inclusive 
approach to governance. 
 
In response, Mayor Pro Tem Bridges explained that the goal setting session was an open public meeting, 
and the public was welcome to attend and offer comments. 
 
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF SETTING THE CITY COUNCIL GOALS SESSION DATE OF JANUARY 11, 
2025. 
 MOTION by Aldred, support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby schedules  
 the annual goals study session meeting for Saturday, January 11, 2025, beginning at 9:00 a.m. in  
 the Community Room at City Hall. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  
    Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, AND KNOL   
 Nays:  NONE 
 Absent: RICH 

Abstentions: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0.  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Council Members Boleware, Bruce, and Knol had recently attended a City Summit that was hosted by 
the National League of Cities as part of its 100th anniversary commemoration. Farmington Hills was 
among the 100 cities visited during the celebration, and Heritage Park was highlighted.  
 
The National League of Cities represents over 2,000 municipalities and advocates for policies benefiting 
local governments while offering opportunities to learn best practices. 
 

• Council Member Boleware emphasized two key takeaways from her attendance: the potential use 
of artificial intelligence to enhance responsiveness to constituents and improve efficiency for city 
staff, and the concept of adult playgrounds in senior communities or city parks. She expressed 
enthusiasm for exploring the implementation of adult playgrounds in local spaces such as the Hawk, 
the Costick Center, and/or city parks.  

• Council Member Knol shared insights from a session on asset management. The session emphasized 
cataloging city assets, such as roads, sidewalks, buildings, and parks, to aid in capital improvement 
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planning and ensure timely replacements. Simplified rating systems such as red-yellow-green coding 
made asset evaluations more accessible to the public. Educating residents about project costs, such 
as placing signs on maintenance projects to display their expense, can help the public understand 
the value of their tax contributions. The session also cautioned cities about accepting grant money 
without accounting for long-term maintenance and replacement costs, citing examples like benches 
installed through grants but left without funding for eventual replacement. Knol praised the City’s 
existing asset management plan, developed under the City Manager’s leadership, as a tool to 
allocate resources wisely, plan for the future, and maintain transparency with taxpayers. 

• Council Member Bruce highlighted the variety of sessions available to help council members 
improve in areas such as transportation, housing, and budgeting. He noted the presence of vendors 
showcasing innovative technologies, including a system that uses cameras in city vehicles and 
artificial intelligence to monitor property conditions and detect changes over time. Bruce expressed 
enthusiasm for the potential of AI to enhance municipal operations. Bruce thanked the City and its 
taxpayers for supporting participation in such valuable learning opportunities. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bridges wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and encouraged everyone to support 
the small businesses in the community, particularly on Black Friday and going forward through the 
holiday season.  

 
CITY MANAGER UPDATE 
City Manager Mekjian provided the following update: 

• Yard waste collection will end on residents' regularly scheduled day during the week of December 
9th. 

• The holiday lighting event at City Hall will take place on Tuesday, December 3rd, from 6:30 to 8:30 
PM at the City Hall campus. The event includes a lighting ceremony, Santa's arrival on a fire truck, 
and cookies and milk at the fire station. 

• The holiday extravaganza at the Costick Center is scheduled for Friday, December 6th, from 11:00 
AM to 3:00 PM. 

• The Light Up the Grand Parade, hosted by the Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce, will occur on 
Saturday, December 2nd, starting at 5:30 PM on Grand River in downtown Farmington. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF THE INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 
FARMINGTON HILLS CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 34, “ZONING” IN ORDER TO RESTATE CERTAIN 
PERMITTED AND SPECIAL APPROVAL USES, IN PARTICULAR REGARDING GAS STATIONS, CAR WASHES, 
AND AUTO REPAIR SHOPS; TO ESTABLISH OR CLARIFY STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL OR 
REDEVELOPMENT OF USES; AND TO ADDRESS DRIVE-THROUGH WINDOW STANDARDS. CMR 11-24-
114 
 
Background 
Director of Planning and Community Development Kettler-Schmult introduced draft Zoning Text 
Amendment No. 2-2024. City Planner Erik Perdonik was also present. 
 
There had been multiple meetings between the Planning Commission and City Council to review and 
revise this draft ordinance, concluding with the Planning Commission public hearing meeting on October 
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17, when the Planning Commission recommended approval to Council. City Council subsequently held a 
study session on October 28. The minutes of the relevant meetings are in tonight’s packet. 
 
The purposes of the text amendments are to: 

• Align the Zoning Ordinance with the City’s newly adopted Master Plan for Future Land Use. 

• Enhance the Planning Commission’s discretion regarding placement of high-impact businesses, such 
as gas stations, car washes, auto repair shops, drive-in restaurants, vehicle wash, vehicle sales, 
veterinarian hospitals, and commercial kennels. Additionally, the updated text allows for greater 
opportunity in placement of cigar bars, lounges, arcades, and other indoor entertainment. 

• Introduce higher development standards to reduce visual blight and improve code enforcement. 
 
Public hearing 
PG, resident, expressed support for the proposed zoning text amendment, emphasizing its potential to 
prevent large corporations such as Sheetz from displacing small, family-owned businesses. She 
highlighted the need to limit the proliferation of certain businesses like dollar stores and pawn shops, 
while encouraging fine dining and family-oriented entertainment options. She requested additional 
specificity in the amendment to ensure it prioritizes small business preservation and balanced 
development. 
 
Steven Ludwig, resident, advocated for more transportation options in the City. He related his own 
experience with the Smart Flex program, which did not always work. 
 
As no other public indicated they wished to speak, Mayor Pro Tem Bridges closed the public hearing. 
 
Council discussion 
Mayor Pro Tem Bridges noted that Council has spent significant time meeting with the Planning 
Commission and in its own meetings discussing the proposed zoning text amendments.  
 
For the sake of the public present, Council Member Aldred clarified that the zoning text amendment 
would result in the following: 

• In the B-3 (primary commercial) district, gas stations and vehicle wash facilities can only be 
approved at locations where such businesses already exist, preventing the proliferation of new 
establishments in that district. 

• These uses are permitted in light industrial districts. 

• In the B-1 district, gas stations and vehicle wash facilities require special approval rather than 
regular permission, allowing for case-by-case evaluation. 

• Planned Unit Developments (PUDs) can request deviations from these restrictions, and any PUD 
proposal would require council review and approval. 

 
Council Member Bruce said that the text amendments will be a positive change and give the City more 
flexibility as it increases its attraction for certain businesses. 
 
 MOTION by Bruce, support by Dwyer, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves  
 the INTRODUCTION of an Ordinance to amend the Farmington Hills Code Of Ordinances,  
 Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 3, “Zoning Districts,” Section 34-3.1.25, “B-3 General Business  
 District,” and Section 34-3.1.29, “Li-1 Light Industrial”; Article 4, “Use Standards,” Section 34- 
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 4.28, “Gasoline Service Stations,” Section 34-4.31, “Retail Business And Fabrication, Repair, And  
 Processing Of Goods,” Section 34-4.35, “Drive-In Restaurants,” Section 34-4.36, “Outdoor Space  
 For Sale Or Rental Of New Or Used Motor Vehicles, Trailers, Mobile Homes, Boats, Recreational  
 Vehicles And Other Similar Products,” and Section 34-4.40, “Vehicle Wash,” in order to restate  
 certain permitted and special approval uses, in particular regarding Gas Stations, Car Washes,  
 and Auto Repair Shops; to establish or clarify standards for approval or redevelopment of uses;  
 and to address drive-through window standards. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  
    Yeas: ALDRED, BOLEWARE, BRIDGES, BRUCE, DWYER, AND KNOL   
 Nays:  NONE 
 Absent: RICH 

Abstentions: NONE 
 
MOTION CARRIED 6-0.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF THE INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 
CONVEYANCE OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY, PARCEL 22-23-34-408-009, TO CLAUDIO RODRIGO 
AGUILERA QUEZADA. CMR 11-24-115 
Director of Economic Development Rockway provided an overview of this agenda item, which was an 
ordinance to authorize the conveyance of city-owned property to Claudio Rodrigo Aguilera Quezada. 
 
Property History 

• The City acquired the property through tax foreclosure from Oakland County in September 2011. 
• The property, zoned RA-3 (one-family residential), is 0.40 acres and fronts Osmus Avenue.   
 
Purchase Details 
Claudio Rodrigo Aguilera Quezada has offered $5,000 for the parcel, a value reviewed by the City 
Assessor. As part of the purchase agreement, Mr. Quezada will combine the parcel with his existing 
property, and the application process for this combination is underway. Mr. Quezada has submitted 
$750 earnest deposit. 
 
Ordinance and Legal Review 
• The City Charter requires City Council to adopt an ordinance for the conveyance of city-owned 

property. 
• The City Attorney’s office has reviewed and prepared all necessary documentation, including the 

quitclaim deed and ordinance. 
 

 MOTION by Knol, support by Aldred, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves  
 the INTRODUCTION of an Ordinance to authorize the conveyance of the property located at  
 parcel 22-23-34-408-009, to Claudio Rodrigo Aguilera Quezada for the sum of $5,000, and  
 authorizes the City Manager to sign the quit claim deed and any other documents necessary for  
 closing and conveying said property to Claudio Rodrigo Aguilera Quezada, conditioned upon and  
 subject to his compliance with the terms of the Purchase Agreement between Claudio Rodrigo  
 Aguilera Quezada and the City. 
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Angela Teamer, Winterset Circle, Timbercrest Subdivision, expressed her opposition to the proposed 
Sheetz gas station near her neighborhood. The addition of another gas station, which would bring the 
total to six within a one-mile radius of her home, does not align with the community-oriented character 
of Farmington Hills. Ms. Teamer urged Council to carefully consider the impact on residents and small, 
locally owned businesses which contribute significantly to the City’s identity. 
 
Steven Ludwig, Running Stream, spoke in support of small businesses and Small Business Saturday.  
 
PG, resident, expressed concern about the departure of Police Chief King. She advocated promoting 
from within, highlighting the importance of leadership that understands the City and its officers. 
 
Angie Smith, resident and School Board member, expressed gratitude to City Council members for their 
transparency, dedication, and service to the community. She acknowledged the challenges of their roles, 
commending their efforts to engage with residents and navigate complex decisions. She looked forward 
to their joint meeting in January. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The regular session of City Council adjourned at 8:27PM. 
 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
             
        Carly Lindahl, City Clerk 
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