
  APPROVED 10/24/2022 

MINUTES 

  CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING 

CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBER 

OCTOBER 4, 2022 – 9:00AM 

 

The special meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Barnett at 9:03am. 

 

Council Members Present: Barnett, Boleware, Bridges and Massey  

 

Council Members Absent:  Bruce, Knol and Newlin 

 

Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, City Clerk Smith, Assistant City 

Manager Valentine, Director Kettler-Schmult, Planning 

Consultant Rod Arroyo and City Attorney Joppich 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS DURING CANNABIS EDUCATION SESSION 

Rod Arroyo, City Planning Consultant from Giffels-Webster, explained that state law provides for the 

option for a community to permit commercial cannabis facilities for both medical and recreational  

purposes. To date, Farmington Hills has not opted in to allow medical cannabis facilities under Michigan 

Marijuana Facilities Act of 2016 and has opted out of allowing recreational facilities under the 2018 

Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act.  He stated that the City Council and City staff have 

been monitoring and studying this topic and reviewing information that has come from the state or from 

other municipalities.  In August, 2021, City Council expressed the desire to obtain more information and 

conduct a 3-phase information gathering plan that included: 

 

• Information gathering from the cannabis industry 

• Researching experiences and ordinances from other municipalities, which was obtained 

through city staff 

• Public input to hear from the residents, the purpose of today’s session and the session 

scheduled for tomorrow at 9am 
 

Mr. Arroyo clarified that tonight’s information session is intended to gather information from residents 

and is not designed to be a debate with City Council or others in attendance and is strictly a listening 

session for residents to share their opinions with City Council. 

 

Mr. Arroyo discussed the rules established for this session noting that questions raised this evening will 

not be answered but staff with gather those questions to be answered at a later date. He stated that each 

person will be provided 3 minutes to speak but additional comments or information could be shared via 

email to the City Clerk. A sign-in sheet has been provided and is not mandatory but available for anyone 

that wants to be kept up to date on future meetings or information on this topic. 

 

Mayor Barnett acknowledged letters or emails that had been received following last night’s meeting 

speaking in opposition to cannabis operations and/or dispensaries in Farmington Hills: 

 

Muriel and Scott Tarnawsky 

Lindsey Ensley  

Ryan Fluetsch 

Jennifer Gelletly 
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Mayor Barnett opened the meeting up for public comments at this time reminding speakers that they will 

be limited to 3 minutes and asked that they provide their name and street name for the record. 

 

Wallin McMinn, Lorikay, encouraged City Council to support the production and distribution of 

medically supervised cannabis and restrict recreational cannabis. His concern is that recreational use 

could introduce people to smoking which is acknowledged to be the number one cause of disease in the 

country. Information provided by Mr. Wallen is included with the minutes.. 

 

Heather Aldred, Forestbrook, stated that upon arrival to this country she found Farmington Hills to be a 

safe, desirable place to raise a family and her desire is that Farmington Hills remains a place that is sought 

after as safe and family-friendly. She encouraged Council to remain an opt-out city. She added that with 

this being a cash-only business under federal regulations, she is concerned about robberies and crime and 

taking up police resources. If the city needs to expand their tax base, she suggested continuing to make 

Farmington Hills more attractive to young families. 

 

Sharon Brown, Rocky Crest, stated she is against the growing and processing of marijuana as a business 

in or near homes in Farmington Hills. If the city allows growing and processing, she suggested that the 

facilities are limited to industrial areas so not to impact homes or shopping areas.  

 

Mayor Barnett mentioned that the videos for the meetings held with the industry representatives are on 

the city website for anyone who has not seen those and would like to view them. 

 

Bob Schwartz, Sutters Hill Ct., stated that he is in favor of opening up medical and recreational marijuana 

dispensaries in Farmington Hills and feels it should have been done some time ago to take advantage of 

some of the tax proceeds. His only concern is with the ability for dispensaries to remain open since there 

seems to be an overabundance of marijuana growth and prices are dropping so this may be a question for 

the industry.   

 

Meagan Fluetsch, Whitlock, stated she is completely against opening any dispensaries in Farmington 

Hills. When they moved to Farmington Hills the draw was that it was a family-friendly community and 

she believes bringing cannabis dispensaries into the city does not align with the values of the city and 

what it represents and she encouraged Council to ask themselves if this aligns with our values and would 

it strengthen the city that is family based. She believes it would weaken the city and families and would 

not promote the growth the city wants.   

 

Jeannette Grund, Heatherbrook, stated that her reasons to say no to cannabis in the city is based on the 

following information she has read: 

• Smoking over time decreases motivation and a person’s ability to perform in society and 

useful work. 

• Byproducts are increased homelessness, accidents and violent acts.  

• Smoking cannabis products from early adolescents on regular basis is linked to 

schizophrenia for those who may be susceptible and could lead to violence. 

• Concern with children and pets could ingesting edibles 

• Attraction of drug dealers to area 
 

She left Council with the question of what type of community do you want to live in, retire in and raise 

children?  Information was provided to the Clerk and is included with the minutes. 

 



City Council Study Session Minutes  APPROVED 10/24/2022 

October 10, 2022 

Page 3 of 3 

 
Jenn Zielinski, Common Citizen located in Marshall Michigan, wanted to speak to the comments on the 

industry and confirmed that with the influx of cultivated product within the market, it has significantly 

decreased wholesale and retail prices. To combat what is identified by the cannabis regulatory agency as 

an oversaturated market, they are considering a moratorium on cannabis grow licenses for a temporary 

period of time in order to stabilize the industry; and if they impose this moratorium on grow licenses their 

focus would shift to retail as there currently is not enough retail to push out the supply growers are able to 

produce. This is something to keep in mind as Council is looking at the landscape in Farmington Hills and 

the industry.  

 

Eric Nordan, Castlemeadow, wondered if Farmington Hills would fuss about another pharmacy that sells 

opioids or another grocery store that sells liquor or tobacco or another ice cream shop.  Data shows that 

sugar, alcohol and opioids are more addictive than cannabis. He stated that there are two drugs that are 

FDA approved on the market derived from marijuana those being THC and CBD and under the adult use 

law in Michigan persons can grow up to 12 plants. He spoke to the fact that the cannabis industry is in 

Farmington Hills already – banks, lawyers, CPA’s, real estate agents, marketing, etc., and it brings in 

money, economic development and jobs to the community. He is an attorney representing a client who 

lives in Farmington Hills and spoke to the issue of zoning and urged Council to allow safety compliance 

facilities in the same areas as medical labs and to not put a limit on licenses that would create a 

competitive market and most likely bring lawsuits.  

 

Kurt Vaaler, President of Staman Acres Subdivision, stated that one of his side jobs is property 

management and he suggested talking to communities who brought in marijuana facilities to ask them 

what happened in the community. It may bring in jobs, but what type of jobs. Property prices go through 

the roof and often people are buying properties that they can’t use for their purpose and the properties are 

not maintained. He commented that it doesn’t necessarily bring prosperity to all communities.  He urged 

Council to do their homework and stated that he personally is not in favor of this for Farmington Hills  

 

Mayor Barnett stated that if anyone has more information or could not attend the sessions, they could 

send their comments or concerns through email to the City Clerk. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION by Massey, support by Bridges, to adjourn the special meeting at 9:35am. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 




























